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FORWARD: COMING OUT

We introduce the topic of the coming out, the main
topic of the 2nd issue of "ME" magazine. This
process is often very painful for LGBT people,
especially in the societies that fear diversity. Low self
esteem of persons, who are not out often drives them
to the state of depression and marginalizes them.
Closetedness, therefore, can be considered one of
the main obstacles to LGBT integration into society,
while on the opposite, coming out contributes to
overcoming stereotypes and homophobia.

NEWS: GEORGIA AND THE WORLD AT GLANCE

This section provides updates on major happenings
in the country and abroad. Since the first issue was
published and disseminated to relevant non govern-
mental and governmental organizations, 12000 sub-
scribers of NGO news posting service, it provoked
enormous  interest to LGBT issues from persons
and institutions that are keen to cooperate in the con-
cerned field. Magazine attracted BBC and RFI to
cover state of homophobia in Georgia. Inclusive
Foundation has undergone medium term strategic
planning workshop with the local resource centre.
Foundation became first ever member of ILGA from
South Caucasus and its  proposal to host interna-
tional workshop on HIV/AIDS  prevention pertaining
to LGBT was approved. Foundation hosted discus-
sions and movie clubs that increased our outreach to
over 100 persons.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS:

After general introduction of Georgian and interna-
tional legal acts affecting rights of Georgian LGBTS,
in the 2nd issue Ana Dolidze provides in depth
interpretation of antidiscrimination clauses of
Georgian Constitution.

HEALTH:

Center Tanadgoma provides very useful information on
various types of viral hepatitis. Our reader would bene-
fit from learning on the ways of prevention and all clini-
cal phases of this disease.

POSTCARDS:

Roma Star, who fled Georgian show business in mid
1990s, currently a well established celebrity in Istanbul
talks about incentives that motivated him to seek
stages of Azerbaijan and Turkey and delivers cheering
up message to those who continue living in homeland.
Another story from NYC describes generational (in)dif-
ferences of coming out experiences in the supposedly
friendly environment...

COMING OUT:

The four major stages of coming out are described in
this section responding to the main topic of this issue.
In edition to the general information, analysis of mini
study of coming out experiences of our discussion
club participants are also quoted here.

STUDY:

This media study covers persistently reiterated stereo-
types in Georgian society about homosexuality.

ART AND CULTURE:

Article on revolutionary "Midnight Cowboy" and yet
another original translation of Allen Ginsberg compose
the art section and complete the magazine.

Cover pages are designed on original photos by
Regini Image Studio and contain 10 questions that
LGBTs need to ask themselves before coming out.
Inner pages give content of the magazine and pro-
vides information on Inclusive Foundation.

Magazine is published quarterly and is disseminated free of charge to the community members and wide
range of stakeholders.
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