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INTRODUCTION

After introducing the main topics of HIV/AIDS and advoca-
cy, that were chosen in connection to 1st and 10th of
December, “me” traditionally offers the digest of the main
happenings in Georgia and in the world. Important news
that comes from Georgia is that Inclusive Foundation
hosted the first international LGBT event, namely
HIV/AIDS prevention workshop conducted by partner
organizations. Media coverage of the magazine and orga-
nization’s activities is also addressed in this section. As to
the other happenings, section summarizes outcomes of
the first year activities, plans for 2007 and touches upon
international dimension of Foundation's work.

In world news section ILGA-Europe’s 10th conference is
covered. Norwegian address to the UN Human Rights
Council and supporting NGO statement composes another
part of the section. Granting consultative status to ILGA,
Danish and German LGBT organizations by ECOSOC is
addressed as well. In the last part entitled ‘Europe Equals
Equality’, magazine informs readers on announcement of
the year 2007 as European year for equal opportunities for
all by EU and about resolution adopted by the European
Youth Forum that targets homophobia.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

This time we decided to dedicate this section to the long
processes of reporting on the status of LGBT in Georgia
conducted by ILGA-Europe. We offer translation of the
summary of all studies conducted for this purpose and
that was sent to number of European human rights institu-
tions.

HEALTH

AIDS this time! Our partner Tanadgoma that has an exten-
sive knowledge and practice in prevention strategies gives
basic facts on HIV/AIDS and informs on ways of transmis-
sion, symptoms, prevention measures and many other
important aspects of this viral infection.

INTERVIEW:

In the article called “Equality in Georgian and in European
way" European Parliament Member Sophie Int'Veld com-
ments on statements by Public Defender of Georgia and
two parliamentary committee Heads (Committees on
Human Rights and Civil Integration and European
Integration). Ms. Int Veld submits that Europe is very clear
about equality and sexual orientation is as important

ground for nondiscrimination as any other. She expresses
her hope that Georgia will successfully continue democra-
tization and that this process will not bypass LGBT issues.

REPORTAGE:

Two important reports describe ILGA-Europe’s 10th annu-
al conference in Sophia, where Inclusive Foundation was
represented as a full member and HIV/AIDS international
training in Gudauri, Georgia conducted within frames of
PRECIS project (Prevention and Empowerment in CIS).

STUDY

Myths on homosexuality are still endemic for Georgian
society. This study addresses most promulgated myths
that are determining negative social attitudes and con-
tribute to strengthening of the homophobia in public. It
also highlights linkage between homophobia and other
types of ‘fear of other’ bringing as an example the recent
witch hunt against ethnic Georgians in Russia, by this
illustrating the negative implications of any type of social
phobia.

ART

This section gives a very rich coverage of HIV/AIDS topi-
cal intrusion into cinema. It tells the story how, infected
himself, Cyril Collard completed the most audacious film
on AIDS. “Savage Nights” saw a huge success yet finding
its creator passed away three days before Cesar Award
was given to it. Article also tells an Oscar winner story of
“Philadelphia”, perhaps the most popular movie commem-
orating victims of AIDS and homophobia.

“Me” magazine also offers the original piece by Georgian
writer entitled “Bulls Slaughtered for Me” that is a story of
the young Georgian student undergoing the horror of
expecting blood test results after a worthless and devas-
tating adventure. It is left up to readers’ discretion to
decide is he really worried about results or is this devasta-
tion emotional because of the feelings of him.

COVERS

At the end, announcement on the launching of
Foundation’s new website is placed. Main information
resources and services accessible through the website
are also annotated. The back cover of the issue gives
equality index where degree of equality correlates with the
well being of society in different parts of the world.
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