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The fight for public discourse

Transgender in various cultures and
religions
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The sixth issue of Me magazine is devoted
to transgender people and related issues.
The term "transgender" covers transsexu-
als, transvestites, travesties, gender
queers and other people whose psychologi-
cal sex and/or gender self-identification dif-
fers from their biological sex or does not fit
into the traditional understanding of human
sex or gender.

Transgender people are very visible within
the LGBT community and for that reason
they are the ones who often fall victim to
hate crimes. Several years ago a group of
activists decided to bring increasingly fre-
quent incidents of violence against trans-
gender people to the attention of society.
They have held demonstrations each year
on 20 November to gain exposure for the
issue.

We have selected "transformation" as the
main slogan of Me magazine's sixth issue,
as it marks the beginning of a new stage
for us as well. The magazine's audience has
grown and become more diverse. From now
on, thanks to support from the Heinrich
Boell Foundation, more issues of the maga-
zine will be printed, it will be bilingual
(Georgian/English), and it will be dissemi-
nated both inside Georgia and abroad.
Furthermore, a new media feature has been
created that will periodically review materi-
als from the Georgian media which concern
our group or issues of interest to us.
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GEORGIA

INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS

The foundation took part in a meeting of NGO representatives with a
CoE monitoring group charged with overseeing the fulfillment by
member states of obligations undertaken upon joining the Council of
Europe. The head of the monitoring group, Matyas Eorsi, was
informed about the growing homophobia in the country. The Inclusive
Foundation's report noted that a CoE civil campaign in support of
diversity scheduled for this July was cancelled due precisely to a
homophobic backlash. The monitoring group presented its initial
report to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE)
on 6 November 2007. Debates on the report will begin in Strasbourg
in January 2008. The foundation plans to attend the deliberations.

The Inclusive Foundation, as a member of the International Lesbian
and Gay Association (ILGA), attended the latest annual ILGA Europe
Conference. During the conference several important meetings were
held with European human rights institutions and various European
LGBT organizations. The foundation's representative was elected as a
reserve member of the executive committee board. A meeting with
the UN Humar Rights Committee representative touched on the shad-
ow report presented to the committee by Global Right and the
Inclusive Foundation on the situation concerning LGBT rights in
Georgia. Lawyers who cooperate with the foundation took part in the
preparation of the report.
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LGBT GROUP

In order to strengthen activities in the field of women's
empowerment, the foundation gave a recommendation
to a Women's Initiatives Supporting Group within the
framework of initiative projects support. The project
seeks to study women's oral histories and provide them
with online consultations with psychologists and sexolo-
gists. Within the framework of the project a 3-day
women's empowerment summer camp was held in
Batumi.

MEDIA

The Alia newspaper once again attempted to ignite a
scandal concerning LGBT issues when it disseminated
yet another piece of inaccurate information. This time,
in an article designed to "intimidate" readers, the paper
wrote that potential EU member countries must
acknowledge same-sex marriages as a necessary pre-
requisite for its membership. This time, however, TV
journalists were a little more attentive and actually
asked the EU delegation in Georgia about the issue.
Much to the disappointment of MP Kakha Kukava, who
even proposed introducing legislation to forbid same-sex
unions in Georgia, the EU's representation said that civil
marriages, and registered or unregistered partnerships
between persons of the same sex is regulated by the
internal legislation of the member states. He noted at
the same time, however, that the EU unequivocally con-
demns all forms of discrimination. As was expected, the
website of the Inclusive Foundation and gay.ge received
record numbers of visitors the day this report hit the air-
waves.

Also in media news, Rustavi-2's show of shows,
"Geobar", kicked off its fourth season...but it ended
immediately and abruptly for one of its contestants.
Pako Tabatadze, who came out on the (live) show, was
expelled from the project by Rustavi, supposedly
because his behaviour was "offensive to the norms of
public morality". The Foundation documented this inci-
dent and determined it to be an instance of discrimina-
tion in labour relations. A lawyer of the Human Rights
Documentation and Information Centre arrived at a sim-
ilar conclusion. The relevant information was sent to the
Office of the Ombudsman, which is currently looking
into the case. The incident was met with widespread
outcry both in the local and world media. Once again,
the world has been astonished by events that have
taken shape in a country once dubbed by George Bush
a "beacon of democracy".
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WORLD

INTERNATIONAL FORUM

Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, hosted this year's Eleventh Annual
Conference of ILGA Europe, in which some 200 representatives of
various LGBT and other rights organizations based in Europe and
beyond took part. The conference was held against a homophobic
backdrop, as the municipal government refused to allow the organ-
izers of the event to unfurl a large rainbow flag on central square,
citing ongoing repair works in the city. Also, a group of nine homo-
phobes held a rally at the hotel where the conference was being
held. But this did not impede the conference from going forward,
nor did it affect the mood of the delegates. See a separate report
for fuller information about the conference.

JUSTICE

The European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg has ruled on
the appeal of Lithuanian Citizen L, who was not allowed to undergo
sex reassignment surgery because of a flaw in that country's legis-
lation. Citizen L had undergone both hormone therapy and number
of plastic surgeries. The Lithuanian civil code adopted in 2003
gives adult citizens the right to change their sex, but the code
obliges legislators to establish the rules for undergoing such oper-
ations in a separate law. The court ruled that the Lithuanian parlia-
ment's failure to adopt said law over the course of the four years
since the passage of the code constitutes a violation of Citizen L's
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'right to respect for private life' (Article 8 of the
European Convention on Human Rights). Accordingly,
the Lithuanian government must either adopt a relevant
law which will enter into force within three months, or
pay damages totaling 45,000 euros to Citizen L.

ILGA Europe and the Dutch LGB association COC
Netherlands have published a joint report on the situa-
tion concerning LGBT people in Georgia and Azerbaijan.
ILGA Europe's Executive Director, Patricia Prendiville,
says "the reports illustrate the vulnerable position of
LGBT communities and the systematic nature of human
rights violations against them". In a statement released
along with the publication of the report, COC president
Frank van Dalen welcomed the fact that the LGBT move-
ment is gaining strength in the South Caucasus. The
report can be viewed at the ILGA-Europe website.(1)

In a snap parliamentary elec-
tion on 21 October, the ruling
party of the Kaczynski broth-
ers suffered defeat. The
leader of the victorious Civic
Platform party, Donald Tusk,
was sworn in as premier. This
marked the end of the
Kaczynski brothers' monopoly
of homophobic policies. The
new prime minister has
already expressed his readi-
ness to sign the European
Union Fundamental Rights
Charter. The Kaczynski broth-
ers' government had criticized
the document for its "liberal"
approach to LGBT rights.
Representatives of the
European Parliament

Lesbian Rights have already
responded to this. Sophie in 't
Veld, Vice-President of the
Intergroup, said: "Polish people have shown they want to
be at the heart of Europe, and that they fully share
European values." (2)

(1) http://www.ilga-europe.org/content/download/9372/55934/file/georgia.pdf
(2) Sophie in 't Veld, Vice-President of the Intergroup, said: "Polish people have shown they want to be at the heart of Europe, and that they fully share the
European values." source: http;//www.gcn.ie/content/templates/newsupdate.aspx?articleid=2745&zoneid=4




gd Mt

J8RJ80e0

byermbaeeals 3sddmbgds, dstromseoas, bimem
B3 38 feols fob dembs, dsgmsd
D650 obss, Gmd GgsemmBse sGHsgob
oiob, &s brgdmes od O™, 365bsdo gl
dmgemgbgdo bergemgdoo sesbffmese s
3edergmdatis dadogdmes; sdsl gomws,
439ems ssdosbo, g0be; of gergbsls
0d63em98l, dsroemss Gmd of ymagoemaye,
36398960 boddodolbgsb hsobggmas.

%.96sd960, @amazon.com-ols 30396830

RIGHTS

The amazing thing about the Stonewall riots is
that while they happened only 38 years ago,
no one really knows what happened. The
press coverage was completely inaccurate
and homophobic, and if everyone who said
they were there actually was, Manhattan
would have crumbled under the weight.

J. Kramer, a reviewer on amazon.com
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Pink puddle era that came:

The Stonewall riots are commemorated yearly during Gay Pride/
Mardi Gras events all over the world, though not many people may
realize why. It shows how much things have changed since the last
weekend of June 1969. So, what do we know about perhaps one of
the most pivotal events in queer history?

The Stonewall Inn, a private gay bar located in Christopher Street in
New York City's Greenwich Village district with predominantly gay
clientele, was raided by police and Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board representatives for the second time in the same week, on 28
June 1969. They claimed they were looking for cases of violation of
alcohol control laws. In prior weeks, other gay bars had been raided
as well for the same reason. The police aggressively lined up 200
patrons and soon, after having checked visitors' IDs accompanied
with insulting homophobic comments, the visitors threw everyone
out of the bar and detained the staff, three drag queens, and two
male-to-female transsexuals.

Instead of going home and disappearing in the darkness of the
night, as they usually did, the members of the community did not
move an inch from the street, and that's when the rebellion started.
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Someone removed a parking meter and propped it
against the door, thus locking the police and agents
inside the bar. As the additional police cohorts came
with sirens blaring to get their colleagues out, the crowd
outside the bar grew as fast as the news had spread
throughout the island that the cops had raided
Stonewall. Meanwhile, someone had set a fire on
Christopher Street. Passers-by and tourists joined the
growing crowd and cheered as each gay person emerged
from the bar after having been expelled by the police.

However, when suddenly the paddy wagon arrived and
the police dragged the staff and the three drag queens
inside the car, the crowd became uncontrollable.
Someone threw a rock through a window, and soon
garbage cans, bottles and other items started raining
over the officers' heads... For three days straight, the
drag queens and others from the community chanted
"Gay Power!" in front of the bar, the song that had
become their anthem. The only thing what we know for
sure is that, by newspaper accounts, 13 people were
arrested and three police officers suffered minor injuries.

The following day, Sunday morning, dozens of gay men
showed up to protest by locking hands, kissing and
chanting "We are the Stonewall girls" while kicking their
legs in front of the police a la the Rockettes.
Approximately 2,000 people came to protest that day. As
the police cleared the streets, another group of people
would gather in another place and start protesting again.

The events have become so mystified that many alterna-
tive versions continue to circulate. Some claim that it
was Judy Garland's funeral, held in town on 27 June;
the others claim that these were dozens of drag queens
that felt enraged and started the rebellion; still others
believe that it was an unknown butch lesbian who
inspired the street protests.

THE POWER OF 69

Nothing unusual would have happened if not for one
thing: the year 1969 had brought the spirit of revolution
everywhere and 1969 was fated to enter queer history
as one of the most memorable years because the hus-
tlers, drag queens and students said "enough!" And they
said it out loud, really loud. During the summer and
throughout the autumn of 69, five Gay Liberation Fronts
appeared in New York, Berkley, Los Angeles, San
Francisco and San Jose. By the next year, their number
had reached 300.

ON THE IMPORTANCE OF THE STONEWALL RIOTS

Most importantly, throughout July, gay activists circulat-
ed copies of a flyer calling for a mass "homosexual liber-
ation meeting" whose title read: "Do you think homosex-
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uals are revolting? You bet your Sweet ass we are!" On 24
July 1969 they adopted the name Gay Liberation Front
and started demanding an end to police harassment, job
protection for gay employees, the repeal of sodomy laws,
and local and national anti-discrimination laws.

The Stonewall movement went beyond politics but found
itself entrenched in academia as well. The aftermath of
the riots witnessed a series of historical studies into
queer politics, sexualities and cultures. Since then,
numerous publications have been launched that deal
with the theories of the sexual and social revolutions.
Queer theory and gender studies have been recognized
as fields of study in most Western universities. This, in
turn, has brought increased sensitization and awareness
in social sciences, research and classroom environment.

The word "Stonewall" has become so popular among
gay organizations today, there's everything from the
Stonewall Democratic Club to the Stonewall Chorale;
there's even a bottled water called Stonewall. Today, the
Stonewall bar is once again a favorite gay night spot in
New York City. It is funny that Stonewall was not named
"Pink Puddle", as the founders originally intended.
Imagine, Pink Puddle Democratic Club or Pink Puddle
Chorale or commemoration Pink Puddle era instead of
Stonewall.

The Stonewall riots were led by people who were mar-
ginalized in many ways - dykes, Latinos, transvestites,
drag queens and African-Americans fought the original
gay battles. They showed the world what it was like to be
shunned by society. And this changed forever the small
gay rights movement that had existed previously in the
country into something that further enhanced the Civil
Rights movement and the anti-Vietham War movement.

The first demonstration in commemoration of the
Stonewall Rebellion was held in New York in August of
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1969. Marches were held in 1970 in New York and Los
Angeles on the anniversary of the uprising and thus, a
tradition was born. Approximately 10,000 people attend-
ed a march in New York City in 1970. Ever since, gays,
lesbians, bisexuals and transgender people celebrate
pride and call for basic civil rights by commemorating
Stonewall. In New York City they march on the last
Saturday in June.

Unlike how the Georgian media often portrays it, the very
reason for holding gay pride events comes not from a
desire to "show one's asses to the public", rather, they
have their roots in genuine protest against injustice, dis-
crimination and homophobia.

Then and now, there and here: treated like criminals

A reviewer of the film "Stonewall" (1999), on amazon.com
writes: "We tend to forget how gays and lesbians were
treated as real criminals as little as 30 years ago - when
police raided gay bars just to beat up the patrons, and
get their names published in the daily paper, assuring
you that you would lose your job and be outted in a very
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public way. | was cringing in my seat at some of the stuff
we had to deal with back then - considering how open we
are today. Really makes you think".

Today, the Stonewall Riots symbolize the beginning of the
gay liberation movement. In recognition of gay and trans-
gender people's efforts, who never before acted together
in such large numbers to forcibly resist police harass-
ment directed towards their community, in June 1999, an
area including Stonewall was listed on the US National
Register of Historic Places and the borough of the
Manhattan gave the area where the events took the
place (Christopher Street between Sixth and Seventh
Avenues) the honorary name of "Stonewall Place".

Sources used:

This article was drafted using Columbia University library
archive materials, as well sources from planetout.com
about.com, the wikipedia.org, amazon.com customer reviews
as well as personal recounts those of the author.
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TRANSSEXUALITY

SEX AND GENDER

Sex means the set of biological characteristics which distinguish
men from women. Gender is a person's social sex, socially
determined roles, identity and tasks which are conditioned not
by biological differences, but rather by the social organization of
society.

GENDER IDENTITY DISORDER

Gender Identity Disorder is a state in which a person cannot fully
attain his or her own gender status. Gender Identity Disorder has
various causes and outward manifestations and it may last for
varying periods of time. For example, when the behaviour or out-
ward appearance of a girl or a boy does not correspondent to
existing gender norms. In Georgia, this is still called "gender dis-
comfort". A person may surpass gender norm boundaries through
their dress, a phenomenon called transvestism. The most severe
form of Gender Identity Disorder is thought to be Transsexuality,
in which a person completely rejects own gender status and tries
to change it completely through undergoing surgery and register-
ing in official documents under the new gender.
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TRANSSEXUALITY

Transsexuals are people whose gender identities are
different to their biological sex. In most cases, the dis-
comfort created by this lack of correspondence can be
observed from an early age. A person feels as though
they are trapped in someone else's body. The desire
to live and be recognized by society as belonging to
the gender they identify with leads them to seek to
change their biological sex through surgery and hor-
mone therapy.

ORIGINS OF TRANSSEXUALITY

Many scientists have sought to explain the phenome-
non of Transsexuality, though a single view of the origin
of Transsexuality has yet to be arrived at. Among the
most common opinions today is that both biological
and psychological factors contribute to a person being
a transsexual. Despite significant differences across
cultures, transsexuals can be found within every ethnic
group, which some researchers believe can be consid-
ered indirect confirmation of the assertion that
Transsexuality is a biological phenomenon.

The first records of attempts to change a person's sex
date back to the second half of the 19th century.
Formal scientific research into the phenomenon, how-
ever, began much later, in the 1940s-50s. For a long
time transsexuals were simply labelled as "mentally ill",
a tag that provided a simple explanation for this phe-
nomenon. Researchers attempted in vain to under-
stand Transsexuality in a purely psychiatric context and

Transsexuals are
people whose gender
identities are
different with their
biological sex.

develop treatment
methods accord-
ingly. There was a
time when a vari-
ety of experiments
were conducted to
"treat" Gender

Identity Disorder
with psychotropic drugs and doses of the relevant sex
hormones. These experiments caused great damage to
a number of the patients' health and left many disfig-
ured for life.

In 1966 American researcher Harry Benjamin pub-
lished a work entitled "The Transsexual Phenomenon"
which changed many people's conceptions of the
nature of Transsexuality. Benjamin was the first to
study Transsexuality from an academic perspective. He
came up the "Benjamin Scale", which classifies differ-
ent types of transsexuals and is used by doctors to dis-
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tinguish between "true transsexuals", who need surgi-
cal and/or hormonal treatment, and those who do not.

TREATING GENDER IDENTITY DISORDER

The main aim of treatment efforts these days is to
achieve harmony between gender identity and biologi-
cal sex. For transsexuals, this is often a complicated
and multi-step process which includes social adapta-
tion (acquiring an external appearance corresponding
to gender identity, changing one's name, etc.), hor-
mone therapy and sex reassignment surgery. Laws in
most countries, however, require that potential sex
reassignment surgery patients hold consultations with
sexologists before undergoing these procedures.

Some transsexuals object to this requirement, saying
that it constitutes a gross violation of their right to
choose and determine their own identity. The one rea-
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son for this is the fact
that in exceptional
cases a desire to
change one's sex is
often linked to psycho-
logical problems and
not conditioned by gen-
uine Transsexuality. A
diagnosis of "true trans-
sexual" can be made
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only after psychiatric problems and somatic problems
arising as a contraindication of hormone therapy are
ruled out. Furthermore, candidates for sex reassign-
ment surgery are often placed under pre-operation
observation for one or two years so that it can be con-
firmed that their feeling of discomfort arising from the
lack of correspondence between biological sex and
gender identity is not a temporary phenomenon.

After undergoing thorough observation, the transsexu-
als are given hormone therapy, which allows them to
physically resemble the sex with which they identify
themselves. The course of hormone therapy treatment
chosen is highly individual and based on each person's
physiological characteristics. The process is quite com-
plicated and requires the involvement of highly quali-
fied specialists. Hormone drugs must not be used with-
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out close supervision, as they can cause serious health
problems.

The duration of the hormone therapy programme is
determined by what results are desired. It could last for
few months, though in most cases it is a lifelong
process. At a certain stage of the hormone therapy, cer-
tain indicators may show that the body is ready for sex
reassignment surgery.

Some believe that such surgical operations reduce a
person's lifespan. Most doctors, however, dismiss this
as "myth".

TRANSSEXUALITY AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION

Transsexuality
and homosexual-
ity are distinctly
different con-
cepts which
often overlap
one another. This
mistake can

A transsexual, just
like anyone else, can
be heterosexual,
bisexual or
homosexual.

often be
explained as follows: some transsexuals who are physi-
cally female see themselves as in fact being heterosex-
ual males and are physically attracted to females. If
such a person has sexual relations with a woman
before undergoing sex reassignment surgery, then that
person is seen by most to be a lesbian and not a trans-
sexual.

"Transsexuality" is linked to how a person views their
gender identity whereas the term "sexual orientation" is
used to define members of which sex a given person is
emotionally and sexually attracted to. A transsexual,
just like anyone else, can be heterosexual, bisexual or
homosexual.

Contributed by Informational Medical Psycological
Centre TANADGOMA
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"LGBT rights are human rights - respect,
recognition and responsibility" - It was under
this banner that ILGA Europe held its 11th
annual conference on 25-28 October in
Vilnius, Lithuania. Some 200 delegates from
across Europe arrived to take part in the
event in order to assess the work that has
been done in the field over the past year and
discuss existing problems and prospects for
the future.
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ILGA EUROPE CONFERENCE IN VILNIUS

At the start of the conference, organizers and participants faced a
problem: the organization hosting the conference had planned to
unfurl a 30-metre rainbow flag on Vilnius' central square. This should
have been a reaction to the Vilnius municipal government's decision
to forbid a group of local LGBT organizations from holding a planned
pride march in the city. This time the city government cited ongoing
repair works as the reason and in so doing again thwarted public
LGBT activities.

That same evening two smoke bombs were detonated by the
entrance to a club where a number of the conference participants
had gathered.

But these complications deterred no-one and the conference pro-
ceeded as planned the second day. However, even then some partici-
pants bore witness to yet another incident as they stepped out of the
hotel for a break. A small group of locals staged an anti-gay rally out-
side the venue. They carried placards communicating their central
message: "Lithuania will be a no-gay zone". The nine demonstrators
bolstered their argument by saying: "Lithuania is a small country
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which greatly respects traditions". This argument remind-
ed us of our homeland and inspired an indescribable mix
of feelings. All of the aforementioned incidents made it to
the centre of attention of the world media and clearly
showed the world that declarations of equality and writ-

. my ten documents to this
effect mean little and that
this equality must be
fought for.

These minor excesses did
not hinder the holding of
the conference, but rather
further strengthened par-
ticipants' resolve to work
fruitfully. The conference,
as per tradition, was
diverse. This was manifest-
ed not only in the rainbow colours all around. Two open
discussions, five plenary meetings and 21 thematic ses-
sions were held at which many interesting issues were
discussed. The work of ILGA Europe over the past year
was discussed and members were presented with a
strategic plan and familiarized with the opportunities that
have arisen for LGBT activism thanks to the new and sig-
nificant human rights protection instruments. Of particu-
lar importance is the fact that more and more possibili-
ties to work not only with European institutions, but also
with international institutions such as the UN and OSCE
have been emerging.

The reports presented by intergovernmental institutions,
parliaments and ombudsman representatives were par-
ticularly impressive and once again confirmed that the
part of the world with which our country so desperately
wants to integrate condemns discrimination on the basis
of sexual orientation and gender identity.

Also of significance was the election for the executive
committee. One sign that work performed by our organi-
zation in the field of fostering the LGBT movement in
Georgia was positively viewed was the fact that the
President of the Inclusive Foundation, Paata Sabelashvili,
was elected a reserve member of the Executive Board.
Delegates were presented with a report drawn up by ILGA
Europe and COC Netherlands on the condition of LGBT
persons in Georgia, which is yet another signal that
Europe is taking a serious look at the protection of LGBT
rights in Georgia.

At the end of the conference, a vote was held to select
the host organization and location of the 2009 ILGA
Europe conference. Majority of participants went for
Valletta, in Malta. Next year's conference will be held in
Austrian capital.
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Deborah Lambillotte is intersexual gender activist. After years of
involvement in the Italian Arcigay, Arcilesbica and ArciTrans, she
returned to Belgium in 2002. She is now member of the executive
board of the Holebifederatie - the Flemish LGB umbrella organisa-
tion - where she is responsible for transnational projects. She also
co-ordinates the local section of Vieux Rose, as well as being an
active member of the trans working party of ILGA-Europe and mem-
ber of the Executive Board of this organization.

Me: Dear Deborah, as you know this issue of our magazine is dedicat-
ed to transgender issues. We would like to hear your story of transgen-
der activism.

Deborah Lambillotte: | lived in Italy. When | had started coming out at
my regular job as a transgender person my colleagues told me "You
cannot be transsexual, you are not a prostitute". This was the picture
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when | was starting a national ARCI Trans group by
focusing on strengthening regional chapters, giving
them training on how to run services like helpline and
similar. | pursued the path of mainstreaming the trans
issues in overall LGBT activism through membership to
3 umbrella organizations ARCI Gay, ARCI Lesbica and
ARCI Trans. It provoked controversy among gay men in
Milan when | was elected as their chair person and so
became a member of national board of ARCI Gay. | per-
ceived myself a lesbian woman and since splitting gays
and lesbians in ARCI | was the first lesbian on a gay
Board. Making contacts with lesbians was also some-
what challenging due to isolationism and low level of
coming out among lesbians at that time.

Me: Coming out is indeed a crucial thing for pushing for
social transformation. What was your experience of pub-
lic coming out?

DL: Coming out as a transgender person is always hard-
er compared to that of LGB persons. A TV programme
was related to employment issues and | never expected
that journalists will shift to my personal life. They start-
ed asking me about surgery. | would reply that | have
gone through the surgery and that everything was fine
indeed. Journalists insisted on responding on my private
life and | had to say that yes, | did have an orgasm.
From my side, | insisted that they did not cut this
episode from my interview. Unfortunately, we still need
to take measures to protect ourselves while contacting
televisions... | also was the first lesbian to come out on
TV. Then the journalist started asking about boyfriend.
And then | had to make another coming out and say
that | do not date men, and that | am a lesbian. TV
anchor was shocked and could not refrain from saying
"What the hell is going on here". Auditorium included a
psychologist that in response to the anchor's question
confirmed that what | said was certainly a normal thing.

Me: You talked about prejudice in society. Could you
sense a prejudice toward transgender among LGB com-
munity?

DL: Of course there is a prejudice. People are afraid of
certain phenomenon as they do not have information or
understanding of it. Although | represented a gay politi-
cal group, | was still unable to enter gay clubs during
special events. Women also would mind to have person
not born as a woman elected in a women organization
board. On the other hand there is a prejudice among
transsexual persons toward LGB. Transsexuals usually
have hetero preference. And then there is a problem of
gender identity. They think they are ill, will be cured and
accepted as regular members of the society. Therefore,
they do not want to associate with LGB. They live in
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denial as they do not try to address gender identity
problem at the early stage of their lives.

Me: Gender roles... How does that affect an activism?

DL: Men and women while fighting for equality have a
similar political goal. The problem is that the approach-
es differ. During work, gays always dominate. They
demonstrate typical male behavior like in any public
field. Whereas women try to see what is being said and
do not step in unless it is urgent. Therefore they remain
backward.

Me: You spoke of your activism legacy in Italy. What is
your experience in ILGA?

DL: | first came to ILGA Europe conference four years
ago and was elected as a Board member. ILGA pays a
lot of attention to the gender representation on its
Board. They wanted me on the Board as the other trans-
gender person left and | had experience of working on
transgender issues with ILGA Europe before. In ILGA
Europe too, there were discussions on transgender
issues. | then tried to explain that if we are to lobby
effectively in front of European Institutions we also need
to bring up a strong European wide transgender organi-
zation. ILGA Europe then helped to start European
Transgender Network and actually ensured its viability
and sustainability. This group could not fundraise due to
a registration issue and ILGA Europe acquired funding
for this group to carry out the research. ILGA also sup-
ported a website of this group. In Belgium too, that is
my home country now, | had to see why do people put
transgender issues on the agenda? | try to understand
whether they do this because of political correctness or
this is an informed decision. If it is the political correct-
ness issue only, then it certainly will not work.

Me: We always ask our interviewees to get personal with
our reader. We have very few contacts with transgender
persons. What would you wish to the person that reads
this transgender issue and relates to it?

DL: My wishes would in fact be directed to the whole
LGBT community in Georgia. In my opinion, it is no
longer an issue to fight for LGBT rights but rather for a
diversity in sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression. Everyone has a sexual orientation, a gender
identity and a gender expression. When it comes to the
activism all need to appreciate diversity. No matter
whether person is lesbian or gay, bisexual, transgender
or straight, there is one goal - to fight discrimination.
And then, you do not have internal prejudice problem in
an activism.
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Justus Eisfeld is Chairperson of
TransGender Europe and has been an
LGBT activist since 1994. He worked for
COC Netherlands as policy and communi-
cations consultant, Dutch Member of the
European Parliament Emine Bozkurt and
initiated the Dutch Transgender Network.
He divides his time between Amsterdam
and New York.
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INTERVIEW with JUSTUS EISFELD

Me: What did bring you to LGBT activism. What was your
early experience?

Justus Eisfeld: | started out in the lesbian department of
the Berlin Free University student's council. One of the
first actions that we did was to found the Berlin chapter
of the Lesbian Avengers - that was back in 1994. The
Lesbian Avengers were a groups directed at direct action
- a bit like Act Up for HIV/AIDS related work and Queer
Nation which were both other direct action groups in the
USA at the time. We started the Lesbian Avengers
because we felt that there wasn't enough attention for
the needs of lesbian women. One thing that we did was
a kiss-in at the big Christmas market in Berlin. It was a
nice success and lots of fun to do: running around
smooching as many dykes as possible and being overtly
lesbian was great fun. Later at least 1/3 of the original
group turned out to be guys after all. | guess we were
just the ones with the most rage in our guts. | have
always had the strong belief that if my rights are at stake
probably the rights of other people are at stake too. |
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“.The next step then is to
take the Yogyakarta
Principles and have a
good look at how that
translates into rights of
LGBT people in Georgia back at us now! An
- not because Georgian
society is so progres-
sive, but because
Georgian society
agreed to the simple
fact that human rights
should be respected”.

grew up in a very political family - just doing your own
stuff isn't our style, we always want to do it right for
others, too. Why not change the whole world while
you're at it - that kind of attitude. So when | came out
as a lesbian in 1993 and later as a transman in 2002
| always also had the strong feeling that | had to stand
up for a) my own rights and b) other's people's rights.

Me: You worked for a member of the European
Parliament and might want to share your outlook at LGBT
issues in modern politics.

JE: LGBT issues seem to be running at very different
paces in different places in Europe - within the EU the
strategy of LGBT activists was to make LGBT-friendly EU
law part of the required package of laws that had to be
adopted before accession. Because this was part of a
huge bulk of other laws that had to be passed by the
parliaments in
question there was
usually not a big
debate in society
about this particu-
lar issue at the
time - but that
debate is coming

example is Poland:
there LGBT issues
are discussed at a
much lower level
(have LGBT people
a right to be there
in the first place)
than the existing
laws in Poland
(protection from
discrimination in
the workplace for example is a law in Poland) would
suggest. Laws should be leading the way and they need
to have a firm basis in society as well. Therefore | think
that laws that are actually more progressive than the
society should be used to lead the way in society. We all
hope of course that Georgian society believes that
Human Rights are a fundamental basis of society. The
next step then is to take the Yogyakarta Principles and
have a good look at how that translates into rights of
LGBT people in Georgia - not because Georgian society
is so progressive, but because Georgian society
agreed to the simple fact that human rights should be
respected.

Me: Georgian court made decision to bridge the legisla-
tive gap and grant transgender person right to change ID
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any state would be lagging behind in the medical
development in terms of the laws is in fact an infringe-
ment of the human rights of transgender people. The
right to recognition by the state is a basic human right
and laid out as such in the Yogyakarta Principles.(1)

That said | think it is already a great step forward that
some transpeople will be able to have their paperwork
changed on the basis of this decision. So it is a relief
to some people, though a lot of transpeople who don't
want to or simply cannot undergo surgery (for example
because they just don't have the money) will still be
missing out.

Me: Your current work is now concentrated on building
transgender networking. What is your experience so far
and what are the issues that are important to consider
in today's reality?

JE: Transgender networking sometimes almost seems
like a contradiction in terms. In a lot of trans commu-
nities, including the Netherlands, Germany and other
Western European countries have a long, long tradi-
tion of in-fighting. | believe that the daily experiences
of discrimination that trans people face everywhere
take a huge toll on the community and on individuals
in this community. There are so many people in the
trans community who have a very hard time to distin-
guish between friends and enemies. They are so used
to having to defend themselves all the time, that they
will just hit anybody who is within reach - and more
often than not these are other trans organizers.
Breaking these mechanisms is hard work and
requires a lot of trust. In the Netherlands we are now
at a point where the trans groups are finally able to
work together productively. This process took three
years! When | first organized a meeting between the
different groups most of them hadn't even talked to
one another in years! Building the trust between these
groups took a lot of effort and a lot of patience.
Organizing on a European level is even more difficult.
Not only do we face exactly the same problems in
terms of mistrust and people with feelings that can be
hurt quicker than you can blink your eye - but we also
face cultural differences in workstyles, financial con-
straints (flight tickets are expensive!) and a huge lack
of experience

That being said there are obviously a lot of big prob-
lems that we need to tackle. For TransGender Europe
we have identified three fields that need the most
urgent attention:

* fighting violence and discrimination

* respect for the basic human rights of trans people
* access to healthcare
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(1) www.yogiakartaprinciples.org

All of these aspects are areas where trans people face a lot of
problems. In a UK study for example 71% of the respondents
reported that they have experienced harassment before. Trans
people have problems at work, within their families, in the
streets and where they live. This hatred and violence has gone
on for way too long and has to stop.

The basic human rights of trans people are often infringed by
states themselves. A Iot of countries for example require sterili-
zation and/or divorce as a prerequisite for a legal change of
papers. Other countries don't even allow the paper change at
all. Both are of course inhumane treatments of transgender
people and a violation of our basic human rights. And when we
come from countries where trans people are subject of persecu-
tion we can't even be sure to receive asylum, unless we pick our
destination very, very carefully.

Last but not least, access to healthcare is a major problem.
Transgender specific healthcare - be it counseling to deal cope
with the feelings of genderdysphoria, be it hormones, be it sur-
gery - is only accessible to some people in some countries.
Apart from this big problem - and the consequences like
unwanted sex-work amongst MtF's - access to non-transgender
healthcare is a big problem, too. Healthcare providers prove at
least as prejudiced towards trans people as the rest of society,
and a far too large number of them actually refuse to help us
when we end up at the doctor's office with a broken leg or a
nasty flu.

So there's more than enough work ahead of us - so if we want
to or not, we have to unite to fight the problems that trans peo-
ple are facing. We can only do this together!
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American scholars have distinguished four main chronological
stages of the representation of various minorities on television:
non-representation (where minorities and issues relating to them
are not presented to the public through TV); ridicule (where the
dominant group seeks to portray itself in a positive light through
stereotyping and belittling the minority group); regulation (repre-
sentatives of minority groups are portrayed only in a positive light,
successful representatives of the group feature prominently) and
respect (the focus is no longer on differences, representatives of
the minority groups are respected and are portrayed just like mem-
bers of the dominant group).

If we assess the portrayal of homosexuals and homosexuality on
Georgian TV, it is easy to see that after the initial taboo on these
issues was lifted about ten years ago, Georgian channels have sim-
ply not been able to get past the second stage.

In the middle ages, when women were prohibited from even appearing on
theatrical stages and all roles in plays were performed by men, the sight of
men dressed as women did not have the same effect on the viewer that it
does today. The appearance of a man dressed in woman's clothing and
pretending to be a woman on the TV screen or stage and the emphasis on
the lack of correspondence between a person's biological sex and gender
role is a widespread method used for producing comic effect (for more on
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this see Teo Khatiashvili's article in the Art section). Much of
Rustavi-2 TV's humour programming is based on this comic
disharmony. In addition to the popular character of Aunt
Nanuli, one of the main themes of the channel's "Comedy
Show" is feminized men (stereotypical homosexuals). It
seems that Rustavi-2's leadership did not find it sufficient to
use uninspired gay jokes and minstrel-like gay characters
and sought to "energize" its reality show "Bar-4" through the
use of this theme.

Pako Tabatadze was kicked off the fourth season of Bar-4, in
which young contestants live together in a posh flat, run a
bar, vote each other off and vie for monetary prizes, for pre-
cisely the same reason he was selected to take part in it.

"They told me that | was to come out as gay live during the
programme and that | was to say it two weeks into the show.
They also said | would not experience any problems because
of this. But for me admitting that I'm gay is not a problem in
the first place. You can tell that by the way I look. When |
went to the casting session for the show it was just a formal-
ity...They themselves created this image for me, took a pic-
ture of me in this hat. Then Saturday came. Three times dur-
ing the [premiere of the] live show, they took me aside and
asked me: are you ready? By this they meant that when
[Nino] Khoshtaria [programme hostess] went around and
asked us to describe ourselves, | was to speak openly about
my different sexual orientation. And | did just that,"
Tabatadze said in an interview. (1)

Several hours after making this announcement, Tabatadze
was made to leave the show. Rustavi-2's leadership named
two main reasons for the move: that by coming out publicly,
he put the other participants of the reality show in unequal
conditions ("Geobar is a show which seeks to portray young
people in a positive light. One person's social problem
should not overshadow the lives of the others and attract a
disproportionate amount of the public's attention," the chan-
nel's leadership said.) and that for them (the TV's leadership)
"moral values are much more important than commercial
interests".

This wave of neomoralism, which is gaining more and more
strength in Georgia, is on the one hand linked to the rejection
of acknowledged liberal values and/or an attempt to replace
them, and on the other hand marks a return to Soviet values,
recasting them as "Christian, Orthodox traditions".

In Georgia today it is precisely within this context that "differ-
ent" sexual orientations are discussed. While in previous
years people tried to ingrain homophobic attitudes through
more or less rational arguments, now it is wholly sufficient to
say that homosexuality runs counter to Georgjan traditions
and Orthodox culture.

In contrast to the type of moralistic discourse we find in total-
itarian states, according to which this "crime" must be elimi-
nated and the criminals "reformed", the main objective of
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modern neomoralism is to "cleanse" public discourse of
these "sinful" issues. Moral boundaries are to serve as the
regulators of societal relations, i.e. who has the right to exist
in the public space for how much time and who does not
have that right at all.

Gays must not appear on screen, they must not give inter-
views, they must not speak about their personal problems or
about homophobia in society, they must not speak of pride
and, as one popular Georgian singer said of reports circulat-
ed in the local media about a planned "gay pride parade" in
Thilisi: "If there are out there, let them keep to themselves,
no-one is causing them any problems" (2).

If we do only a superficial analysis of the response that has
followed Pako Tabatadze's coming out and expulsion from
Geobar, we easily come to realize that the main reason for
the profound irritation of homophobes is not the orientation
of one particular person or his or her behaviour, but rather
attempts to make "non-traditional" sexualities a part of the
public discourse.

"Of course it is categorically unacceptable for people like
that to appear on TV. They portray these people as pitiable
and try to make us feel sorry for them. No way! We must not
encourage and applaud their actions, society should instead
be outraged at how those people dare to make their ugly
sexual orientation visible to the public and advertise this
action." (3)

In Georgian politics today, the fight for monopoly over public
discourse is accompanied by the criminalization of counter-
discourse (i.e. people with opposing views are cast as ene-
mies of the state, traitors to the homeland, foreign agents,
etc.) and in this context, any talk about "extra normative" sex-
ualities is viewed as "propagandizing sin". Through simplify-
ing everything and seeking to portray it in terms of black and
white, any difference becomes a pretext for marginalization.
This is first and foremost a manifestation of the difficult and
painful legacy of Communist ideology.

Eka Aghdgomelashvili
1.Pako Tabatadze may go to Strasbourg - Eka Kevanishvili
http://www.humanrights.ge
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TRANSGENDER in various
CULTURES AND RELIGIONS

We frequently encounter information about transgender
people and sex transformation in mythological texts, in his-
tory and in various cultures. Aside from androgyny among
gods who have both male and female elements and serve
as a symbol of wholeness (e.g. the hermaphrodite in Greek
mythology; the divine cow-bull Attis in Vedic mythology; the
Egyptian sun god Ra, who creates other gods, people and
the world by fertilizing itself; the hermaphroditic Ymir
which, according to Scandinavian mythology, was born out
of chaos and was the first living being), in mythological
texts we come across such divine entities whose gender
roles do not correspond to their biological sex.

Some scholars believe that this transformation of gender
roles was caused precisely by the assumption that many
societies' switch from a matriarchal to a patriarchal society
system. They point out that this is reflected in various
mythological systems (e.g. the Aztec myth about the
queens of blue and yellow corn, which originally represent-
ed a single mother goddess. After the split, one of them
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retained "feminine" characteristics while the other took
on characteristics of "maleness”).

Mythological texts also provide us with examples where
gods change a person's sex. One of the characters in
the Greek mythology, the ancient Kaineus, was originally
a woman. Poseidon, who was in love with Kainis, prom-
ised to fulfil any of her wishes. And so Kainis became
Kaineus. The prophet Teiresia, who is mentioned in the
Theban cycle, changes sex twice. The goddess
Aphrodite punished the Scythians by turning them and
their descendants into women after they looted her tem-
ple in Ascalon.

Herodotus references precisely this myth when he
describes the Scythian Enarees (Anarieis). According to
his description, the castrated prophets "not only per-
formed the function of women, but also demonstrated
feminine tendencies and behaved like women".

Castration was a rather
widespread practice as an
initiation ritual for servants
of the cults of other god-
desses as well. The priests
of the temple of Cybele
and Attis would dress as
women following the cas-
tration ritual and taken on
female sexual roles.

According to myth, Attis
was driven mad by Cybele
when he castrated himself.
Repenting Cybele (Agdistis)
appealed to Zeus to keep
Attis's body forever young
and never let it rot or
decay. (In the opinion of
Frazer, the act of castra-
tion was the embodiment
of a symbolic ritual of

ohobol Jobsgnds 35040680, gosudmbdol dabygdde. reproduction of the god-

Statue of Attis. Vatican, Museo Chiaramonti

dess of the cult of fertility.
Some scholars attribute
the significance of the act of castration to the idea
widespread at that time according to which only per-
sons with great sexual restraint were capable of per-
forming this sacred function. That is why self-castration
was the only recourse for those who wished to devote
their lives to serving the goddess. By the same logic,
the celibacy required of Catholic priests can be consid-
ered a sort of symbolic castration.)

In ancient Rome, which inherited the cult of the god-
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dess of Cybele from the Phrygians, temple servants
were known as Galli ("Galli", "Galloi" in Greek; "gallus" is
the Latin word for "rooster"). After being castrated and
donning female clothes, the priest lost his masculinity
and shared in the power of the goddess. The Galli
engaged in temple prostitution (men would not only
donate money to the temple in order to have anal sex
with the Galli, in so doing they would also sacrifice their
precious semen). All of this ran sharply counter to the
existing gender norms. The fact that they were castrated
and behaved in a manner the Romans were unaccus-
tomed to led to the Galli becoming a marginalized
group. They were often referred to by insulting epithets.
The very word "Galli" came to be a synonym for "unman-
liness".

In contrast to the Galli and Enarees, who resorted to
extreme measures to transform their sex, servants of
other cults restricted their activities to cross-dressing
and playing the role of women. Some scholars believe
that the reason for such behaviours may have been not
an effort to pay
respects to the
cult of the god-
~ dess, but
rather the fact
that the ser-
vants were
transgender
people for
whom this ritu-
al was the only
way to undergo
this transfor-
mation.

0 In early Arab
and Islamic
cultures, men
whose appear-
ance and/or behaviour did not comply with the existing
norms were called Mukhanatun/ Mukhannath.
"Mukhannath is a man who moves, looks and speaks in
a feminine manner. There are two types of Mukhannath:
those who are born that way and are behaving accord-
ingly (they cannot be judged as long as they do not use
these characteristics to make money [i.e. engage in
prostitution]). The second type of Mukhannath behave
like women because they are amoral. Such people are
sinful and must be punished," writes one prominent
Hadith commentator. Since Mukhannaths did not lust
after women, they performed an important social func-
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tion as guards of the harem. In some Muslim cultures,
men and women are divided into separate living quar-
ters. The Mukhannaths were the only people who could
move freely about the house. Later on, in order to guard
against false Mukhannaths, they were castrated upon
being hired by the house. However, this did not affect
their social status.

Baccha, the dancer boys were common among Turkic
tribes of Central Asia (term baccha probably etymologi-
cally derived from the Persian bacche - "child, kid"). The
baccha was selected esthetically for his androgynous
beauty. Typically an adolescent of twelve to sixteen, bac-
cha was a performer practiced in singing and dancing
(with the appearance of facial hair, baccha was out of
business). Beyond dancing, they also offered sex servic-
es to their clients. Usually corss-dressed, they wore long
hair and make up. In Turkey they were called Kuchak
(small). In age of 25 to 30 they gained right to marry
and to form their own dance companies. It is believed
that these were the transgender communities of the
east. However, European travelers describe this phe-
nomenon as the part of a pederasty tradition, so com-
mon in Islamic world.

Cultures in which gender roles are less polarized and
elements of androgyny are figure in a positive light in
religion as representations of humankind's original,
whole state and the embodiment of spiritual strength
have traditionally taken a different approach to trans-
gender people. These societies do not force transgender
people to make the difficult choice and allow them to
change not only their name, clothes and activities, but
also to choose partner's sex. Some cultures consider
such people to belong to a "third sex". North American
Indian tribes call them "two-spirit" people and treat
them as an independent group, just like men and
women. They were said to have a special magic power
which allowed them to become shamans and tribal
chiefs. Since sometimes these people's sex partners
belonged to the same sex as they did, Spaniards and
Portuguese colonists labelled them "sodomites" and
used this as the chief argument in justifying exterminat-
ing the Indians and subsequently colonizing their land.
The conquistadors called the natives "berdaches" (this
world likely comes from the Persian "bardaj" and
entered Spanish as "bardaxa" or "bardaje"; the term
came to mean male prostitute).

Aside from the American Indians, the institution of
berdaches was widespread among the peoples of north-
western Russia, Siberia, the Far East, Indonesia and
Africa. Anthropologists have found that modern theories
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about gender and biological sex do not allow for a prop-
er analysis of these cultures. A historical and anthropo-
logical overview has shown that differences between
European and non-European cultures are very great
even in terms of classifying the sex organs (e.g. North
America's Navajo Indians believe that male and female
genitalia are united,
but different. In
Navajo the word for
"penis" means liter-
ally "small vagina"
while the word for
"vulva" means "little
'y penis").

These "fluid" cate-
gories of gender

J and sex in these
cultures created a
sort of safe and

i non-discriminatory
environment for
transgender people,
one in which people
could behave freely
in accordance with
the way they per-
ceived themselves
without any social

stigma. The growth
of tolerance in our
society for various
kinds of sexual
desires and behaviours is linked to the weakening of
gender polarization and the understanding that the dif-
ference between women and men is dependent not only
on biological sex, but also on numerous other individual
variations which are not pathologies and not a threat to
society.
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North American Indian berdaches.

Photo by John H. Fouch, 1877

B3g6l Lobmasemgdsdo Lgbnserndo bn@gomgdols s
B 083538009008 39begGNm  Imemstobszools
FlnbBgosbost s 0dols go3gdslmsb, Gmd Joemgdls s
39G90L Bme0ls 3sblibgeggds ©sdmoegdnmo sEss
Fborme dsor domemgon® bbby s Fglsdeams
13301330 060030 MIENG0  35M03(305, AMIgmoy SIS
350008l Foedmaa bl ©s o6 Lmosmrgmse
15303 dmgmgbsl.

038 smEamdgmsdzomo Eka Aghdgomelashvili

1 . R Dy




d3bla3IJ bLiadbn
- 0hi6LOI6EINhN N6emadan

s63903L(1)  Bobgrzom, sesdosbols Liglo ©sdmgomgdmemas d8mdemals
09bemols Lodmmog®gby. oy 3s3Gimdomo mglemo  dpgo®mdonty
demog®os, dogo  0dsgds, beamm oy 3s3Gmdomo mglemo gt bgl-
Bos - gmambs. Fgbsdsdolse, msbsdstro dsemols dmby m®o oglimo
360l 9.7, "6s37dlasgels", "str5-8536m30m" 50530061, dggem Lsblizad-
A @oBg®sByg@sdo bsblighgdo 6537dls 3980, doGomsse dm393-
3939990, Jbsbomdgdo 36 dsbagaliBgdo 361056, Bemdmgdos, bosw,
Ladgm 3ol Jsby@gdse 3393m0698086, Bmameyy Jobemoligndo,
sbggy Iglpgemdsbydo Istrmggmmdol 3o6mbgddo.

Ladbergo sB0s8o 8370380 IgLsdg Lqbol smdbodzbgmo Gedrgbady
Bogygzs 399mogg6gds. dsm Bmeol gsblibzsggds Lemgosma®o ©s
930006 3mbBa oo gsbolsbmgmgds. ghm-ghmo gggmsby
3306090 s Gutome 39303gmgdnmo  Ggmdobos "Jox s, GG
Aeenl 965bg, s 9B, 363 bagmgdo -"0d3m 06 ssdosbl"
6036sgl. gL Bgedobo Bmaxg® gnes;3bdgmezgen Fobss@lls
3356901,

30x68L, GO3me3 0 bBmosl, msbsdgeemgy ©slsgma® mgm®ogddo
306@a®als s Lgbpsmn®o m®ogbdsool Igbsbgd, bl g330-
3omabBo 36 asshbos. dsmo I gbemds dommmgon@se 3sds3s(39-
ds@  0dsgds, 0r93(39, Bergoghmo Bgodmgds agmls Gmgme 3g®-
dsggrmeo)o, sbggg - Joemo. orgd(3e, dsmo  g3Gsgmmglimds szl 863
39690 9004383 s SO Jomaw: "dsdsgs3g00 36 goJdom, Begsb
36 sdzom 13gMds, s Jomgdo o6 g ddom, GoEgsb sds sz d96-
L ergsos.”

36 3Algomdls bgligo dmbszgdgdo, org Gedregbo JoxGs (3bmzOML
03590350 0bEMgnBo. Lsgs®snome, dsmo Msmegbmds 500 000-rsb
6 30eombsdg 3gMygmdl.

THE THIRD SEX
- Transgender in India

According to Ayurvedic(1) belief, a person's sex depends on the
power of the male sperm in the father's semen. If the male sperm is
stronger than the female sperm, a son will be born. If the male
sperm is weaker, there will be a daughter. Consequentially, equal
power of the semen creates napumsakas, "non-male" individuals.

In ancient Sanskrit literature napumsakas live as dancers, actors or
masseurs, often serving as royal servants both under Hindu and
Muslim rule.

In South Asia today multiple expressions for the third sex are in use,
depending on social and regional contexts. One later term that is
widespread though sometimes used with a pejorative connotation is
hijra, which in Urdu means "impotent ones".
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Hijra identities have no exact equivalent in modern
Western notions of gender and sexual orientation.
Biologically, most are born as men, although some may
be hermaphrodites or female. However, a greater num-
ber will consider themselves as neither man nor
woman: "Not male because no sperm, not female
because no menstruation."

There is no reliable data on the exact number of hijra in
India. Estimates range between 500,000 and 6 million.

Unlike Western traditions, Hinduism is generally flexible
when it comes to male and female qualities. Individuals
may hold com-
ponents and
tendencies of
different gen-
ders within
themselves,
which may
change over
time, within or
between lives.
There are vari-
ous references
in mythology
and sacred texts. For instance, the widely worshipped
Lord Krishna, who is believed to be an incarnation of
the supreme God Vishnu, changes form from male to
female and back.

Many hijra worship the goddess Bahuchara Mata, who
was attacked by the villain Bapiya on her travels. She
cut off her breast and offered it to him to remain
untouched. Bapiya was cursed and became impotent.
The curse was lifted only when he worshipped
Bahuchara Mata by dressing and acting like a woman.

Certain hijra give up their male genitals as adolescents
or adults in homage to their patroness, Bahuchara
Mata, in a quest for spiritual transcendence.

This operation traditionally is performed by another
hijra, sometimes a midwife, without the use of anaes-
thesia. When the male genitals are removed, no female
organs are constructed in their place; thus the survivors
become truly asexual.

Formally, hijra do not belong to any caste. In this sense
of hierarchy they are at the bottom of society. Thus shut
out by the Hinduism's strict system, many adopt other
religions, such as Islam. In general, the hijra community
feels comfortable blending disparate traditions and can
participate in many religions.
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While they were once worshiped in the Hindu world and
also worked for Islamic rulers, hijra are now widely
feared and discriminated against.

They get by in life by singing and dancing at parties,
although they are often less than welcome. In addition,
prostitution has become an incidental source of income.

Hijra adopt girls' names and wear traditional female
dress. They live in "families" headed by a guru (= "tea-
cher" or "spiritual guide") whose chelas (= "students" or
"disciples") take on her last name. The guru takes
responsibility for the welfare of the student, and the stu-
dent vows loyalty and obedience to the guru. Within each
small community the members may adopt kinship ties
with one another; thus one may refer to another as her
"sister," "mother" or "daughter" respectively.

Unlike cross-dressers or transsexuals in Western coun-
tries, due to the long-standing religious background,

= hijra have a
~ | sanctioned
niche in the
Indian culture,
albeit near the
fringes of socie-
ty. They are
despised,
feared, and
ridiculed - yet
also respected.
Indians believe
that they derive
a special power
from their affili-
ation with both sexes. This power is thought to manifest
itself in the ability of the hijra to lay both blessings and
curses on others. Despite the scorn and mockery often
endured by the hijra, many still believe that it is wise not
to incur their anger. Traditional belief holds that their
presence protects against evil.

6goens Tbass [agegdety Fabulgmpmen
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Groups of hijra visit houses in which births of children
and weddings have occurred in their territory. They
dance and sing, tease the onlookers, sometimes being
vulgar and obscene, and bestow blessings of good
health and fertility. It is considered bad luck to turn
them away; and the hijra will not leave until they have
been paid for their performance.

Members of the hijra community consider born her-

maphrodites the "purest" of the third sex, although the
percentage of true intersex individuals is estimated to
be very small; emasculated men probably constitute a
large majority. This majority can be further divided into
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those who have felt cross-gendered throughout their
lives and thus are really transsexuals, and those who
turn to the hijra community because of the unfavourable
status of homosexuality in Indian society. As hijra they at
least have sanction to exist within society and become
part of a community of "people like them".

Sometimes there are rivalries and enmities between dif-
ferent "types" of hijra. Born transgenders may claim that
the public has the wrong perception about them,
because "fake" cross-dressers and transsexuals beg in
trains and harass people and thus give the hijra com-
munity a bad
reputation.

Given their
status out-
side societal
norms, hijra
have been
deprived of
the right to
marry, hold
proper jobs,
own proper-
ty, have pass-
ports or go to
schools. In India, they were granted voting rights only in
1994. They often do not get seats on busses or trains.
They are frequently hassled and humiliated; and there
have been reports of numerous illegal detentions and
harassment by police.

As a consequence, many hijra see death as liberation
from the curse of having been born a transgender and
hope to be reincarnated as a "normal human being".

HIURA FIGHT FOR THEIR RIGHTS

Not all hijra submit to their fate so easily. In the past
decade associations and NGOs dealing with sexual
minorities have been formed in India and demanded
that hijra be treated as normal citizens and be accorded
the rights entitled to all people . Activists say: "We do
not want to harass or embarrass people for fun - we
have stomachs to feed."

An employment agency is starting up in India to help the
hijra find decent jobs and to provide unemployment
checks. More and more do hijra enter "normal" work life
and public spaces. Transgender minorities are now
making their voice heard as victims of a hierarchical
society, a theme expressed in recent books and films.
According to a CNN report in 2005, the change is most

dramatic in the male domain of politics, where slowly
but increasingly hijra have seen success, "in part
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because Indian voters support hijras as a way of
rebelling against the establishment, and in part
because hijras are perceived as being less interested in
personal gain than men and women with family ties."

Ms Nehru, who was elected into the municipal council
in the northern state of Bihar in 1995, says: "l used to
entertain people by dancing. Now | entertain them by
doing good, humanitarian deeds."

Another example is Shabnaum Mausi or Aunt Shabnam,
who was favoured by voters in the Sohagpur constituen-
cy in the State of Madhya Pradesh in 1998. After win-
ning, Shabnam declared the victory a "reaction against
the apathy of leaders and politicians towards grievances
of the peo-
ple".
Pioneers
such as
Nehru and
Shabnam
are a proof
that mem-
bers of the
"third sex",
often looked
upon as
freaks and
outcasts,
can play a
positive role for local communities. They help change
perceptions and provide a positive influence.

In particular cases successful hijra politicians are being
respected by mainstream parties and ordinary citizens
of various castes, religions, age and gender.

After all, as Ms Nehru herself points out: "You don't
need genitals for politics. You need brains."

Mira Sovakar

(1) A rough translation of Ayurveda would be "knowledge of the principles of
life". Ayurvedic tradition is believed to be at least 5000 years old and follows
a wholistic approach to life and health care, which defines life as a combina-
tion of the body, sense organs, mind and soul. Like the Vedas, Hindus con-
sider Ayurvedic science a divine revelation, not composed by humans.
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Films that Violate Boundaries

The performance by men of women's roles in ancient
theatrical tradition is a manifestation of a paradoxical
conflict. On the one hand, it was a consequence of the
fact that women, along with being deprived of many
other rights under the existing patriarchal order, were
not allowed to appear on stage, though on the other
hand, this tradition broke down the tightly controlled
distinction between the sexes that existed under the
same patriarchal order. An actor's skKills at playing
women's roles were judged based upon how well he got
to grips with the existing model of "femininity". What
happened effectively was that it was unconsciously but
publicly acknowledged that "femininity" and "masculini-
ty" were roles to be played and that there could be con-
stant switching from one role to another.

This tradition was manifested in early film as well and it
can be said that the "art of travesty" was a sort of genre
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unto itself. In this case, however, the prohibition does
not concern the career choices women make, but
remains as a form of taboo on representation of non-
heterosexuals. At first glance, the tabooing is impercep-
tible, since the surface layer can be seen in the peculi-
arity of the genre.

The most widespread use of cross-dressing was for
comic effect, such as in Some Like it Hot, Charlie's Aunt,
Victor Victoria and Tootsie. In these films, it serves to
create a cheerful and colourful burlesque-like spectacle.
Throughout these films the viewer, unlike the characters
in the movie, is aware that the protagonist is
a man dressed in woman's clothing and
using female manners or vice versa. The
effect is based precisely on the perceptions
of this "disharmony". Cross-dressing is no
less important as a means to emphasize
dual sexualities (such as in Morocco and M
Butterfly), as it has been able to yield
ambiguous interpretations even at various
times in history when it was forbidden to even reference
"non-traditional orientations" on the screen. While
efforts to "gain immunity" through concealing are strong
in terms of comic or melodramatic motivation, | think
Asta Nilsen's Hamlet is a wholly distinct and bold inter-
pretation, as it is probably the most unorthodox version
of the numerous and diverse variations of the
Shakespeare play. Since the King of Denmark does not
have a male heir, Asta Nilsen's
female character is raised
from childhood as a prince.
They even pick out a bride for
her, Ophelia, from whom she
runs away and avoids at all
costs. Her hopeless love for
Horatio even further dramatiz-
es the situation. If we remove
from the film the element of
cross-dressing with the fairy-
tale motif of the non-existent
heir, we are left with just the
"to be or not to be" tragedy of
the Danish prince, which is
caused not only by palace
intrigue, but also by Hamlet's
search for self and her suppressed passions.

Precisely 10 years later, Marlene Dietrich, in the film
Morocco, openly declares her lesbianism, more accu-
rately bisexuality. When the cabaret singer dressed in a
frock coat enters the hall, she excites people of both/all
sexes. She combines knightly gallantry and manly self-
confidence with womanly elegance and coquettish-
ness... After she finishes singing, she passionately kiss-
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es one of the woman guests on the lips and at the end,
she gazes out at the enthralled public and gives a bou-
quet to a legionnaire whom she spotted upon entering
the hall. In so doing, she "usurps" this ritual of chivalry
without masculinizing herself. Marlene Dietrich's singer
character is equally endowed with a "feminine nature"
and "masculine culture" and manifests these characteris-
tics in accordance with the rules of the game in the given
situation.

In the film Some Like It Hot, Tony Curtis and Jack
Lemmon, as musicians
dressed as women, nearly
overshadow that very symbol
of womanly elegance, Marilyn
Monroe, with their coquet-
tishness, haughtiness and
attractiveness. The legendary
phrase that closes out the
movie, "Nobody's perfect" is
an acutely ironic commentary
on perfection, completeness
and normalcy. It is no sur-
prise then, that Spain's Pedro
Almodovar considers the
author of that immortal com-
edy, Billy Wilder, to be his
"cinematographic teacher".
Almodovar's films question not only the concept of nor-
malcy and boundaries, but everything - including sex -
and unfold in a boundless performance space.

Already in his early scripts and movie miniatures we see
that the central role is occupied by a transsexual char-
acter, who, for Aimodovar, represents symbol of this per-
formance. The androgyny of transsexuals simultaneous-
ly dispels the traditional image of a strong man and
sensitive woman. Here, each sex has equal power.

Almodovar's All about My Mother is a self-parody which
stages an unforgettable show and recalls for the viewer
in frank language how many thousands of pesetas were
spent so that the main character could undergo opera-
tions to attain unparalleled breasts and hips. When
asked why she gets these "symbolic" operations alone
and does not cut off her penis, she replies:

"Post-ops are left without work. Clients like it when you
have both an inflated chest and everything else at the
same time: well refined nipples and a good penis."

This film raises a number of multifaceted issues. This
may be the case with all of Alimodovar's films, but this
time they are presented to us as a unified and cohesive
philosophy. AlImodovar's films always show the crisis of
traditional masculinity as of a censor, though in this
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case its death is directly announced.

In the film, maleness, as such, does not exist, save for
four "incomplete" men: 1. Lola-Esteban, who throughout
the film both exists and does not exist, i.e. he is always
spoken about, as logos, as Father-God, but never seen;
he appears only at the end of the film and immediately
dies. 2. Esteban-2, who dies at the very beginning of the
film. 3. Esteban-3, who is born at the end of the film
infected with HIV. 4. The amnesiac and senile father of
Penelope Cruz's character.

In essence, there is no father's name, no law which
would "fulfil the role of establishing boundaries in terms
of self identification, sex and generations".

One critic wrote that Lola-Esteban was directly associat-
ed with death: he is depicted as a disease with whom it
is painful to have contacts. His appearance in black
clothing clearly points to this (it is noteworthy that he
appears first at a burial service at a cemetery).

"Father's name is associated with
death. Father represents that which
separates mother and child with his
phallic strength. Father represents that
which imposes a ban on pleasure and
inspires aggression. It is he who must
die..."

Williams' play A Streetcar Named
Desire, in which he apparently played
the role of Kowalski; Kowalski, who is
just as much a censor in the sisters'
relations. He furiously tries to isolate
his wife once and for all from her
father's family (the original censor) and
thus codify the boundaries of what he
owns. For Almodovar, fatherlessness is
a precondition for the non-existence of
such boundaries. It is noteworthy that Lola-Esteban's
(father's) death is followed by the recovery of Little
Esteban, who is not a typical representative of the "male
sex" who is in crisis and at the brink of death, but rather
a new type of human. He is the fruit of contact of peo-
ple with "indeterminate" sexual affiliation - a sexless (or
on the contrary, two-sex) father and a sister of merciful
virginity (the Virgin Mary ?!).

In modern philosophy, the term "transgression" is used
to denote "going outside the boundaries". Aimodovar's
characters seek to avoid their father's name and the
world of law through being "aggressively transgressive".

| - - .
I :. & L The first information we receive about
-l i l|| '!0, 1 Lola-Esteban is in relation to Tennessee
7

Teo Khatiashvili
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