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Jurnal "mes" meeqvse nomeri transgenderebsa

da maTTan dakavSirebul Temebs eZRvneba.

termini "transgenderi" erT jgufSi

aerTianebs gansxvavebul adamianebs: transeq-

sualebs, transvistitebs, travestebs, gen-

derquerebs da yvela sxva adamians, romelTa

fsiqologiuri sqesi gansxvavdeba maTi

biologiuri sqesisgan an ar ewereba sqesisa

da genderis tradiciuli gagebis farglebSi. 

transgenderebi lgbt jgufis warmomadge-

nelTa erT-erTi yvelaze xilvadi jgufia

da, amitomac, xSirad xdebian siZulvilze

damyarebuli danaSaulis (Hate crime) msxver-

pli. ramdenime wlis win, aqtivistTa erTma

jgufma gadawyvita sazogadoebis yuradReba

miepyro transgenderTa mimarT gaxSirebuli

Zaladobis SemTxvevebisaTvis. aqciebi, romel-

mac regularuli xasiaTi miiRo, yoveli

wlis 20 noembers aRiniSneba. swored es

gaxldaT erT-erTi mizezi imisa, rom

Jurnalis es nomeri transgenderTa Temas

davuTmeT. 

Jurnal "mes" meeqvse nomeri, romlis mTavar

sloganad "transformacia" SevarCieT, axali

etapis dasawyisia CvenTvisac. Jurnalis

auditoria gaizarda da ufro mravalfer-

ovani gaxda. amieridan, hainrih biolis

fondis mxardaWeriT, Jurnali gazrdili

tiraJiT gamova da orenovani iqneba

(qarTul/inglisuri) da saqarTvelos garda,

mis sazRvrebs gareTac gavrceldeba. garda

amisa, tradiciul rubrikebs daemateba kidev

erTi "- media",  romelic media saSuale-

bebSi jgufis Sesaxeb da CvenTvis aqtualur

sakiTxebze gamoqveynebuli masalebis perio-

dul mimoxilvas daeTmoba.

The sixth issue of Me magazine is devoted
to transgender people and related issues.
The term "transgender" covers transsexu-
als, transvestites, travesties,  gender
queers and other people whose psychologi-
cal sex and/or gender self-identification dif-
fers from their biological sex or does not fit
into the traditional understanding of human
sex or gender. 

Transgender people are very visible within
the LGBT community and for that reason
they are the ones who often fall victim to
hate crimes. Several years ago a group of
activists decided to bring increasingly fre-
quent incidents of violence against trans-
gender people to the attention of society.
They have held demonstrations each year
on 20 November to gain exposure for the
issue.

We have selected "transformation" as the
main slogan of Me magazine's sixth issue,
as it marks the beginning of a new stage
for us as well. The magazine's audience has
grown and become more diverse. From now
on, thanks to support from the Heinrich
Boell Foundation, more issues of the maga-
zine will be printed, it will be bilingual
(Georgian/English), and it will be dissemi-
nated both inside Georgia and abroad.
Furthermore, a new media feature has been
created that will periodically review materi-
als from the Georgian media which concern
our group or issues of interest to us.
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saerTaSoriso  kontaqtebi

fondma monawileoba miiRo arasamTavrobo organizaciaTa war-

momadgenlebis SexvedraSi evropis sabWos wevri sax-

elmwifoebis mier nakisri valdebulebebis Sesrulebis moni-

toringis komitetis jgufTan. monitoringis jgufis

xelmZRvanelma maTeas iorSim miiRo informacia qveyanaSi

momZlavrebuli homofobiis Taobaze. fondi inkluzivis

moxsenebis mixedviT, evropis sabWos samoqalaqo kampania

swored homofobiuri reaqciis gamo CaiSala. monitoringis

jgufma vizitis pirveladi angariSi 2007 wlis 6 noembers

warudgina saparlamento asambleas. angariSis irgvliv

debatebi 2008 wlis ianvarSi gaimarTeba strasburgSi. fondi

am sesiaze daswrebasac gegmavs. 

inkluzivi, rogorc ilgas (ILGA) wevri organizacia amjeradac
daeswro ilgas evropul konferencias. konferenciis

msvlelobisas Sedga ramodenime mniSvnelovani Sexvedra adami-

anis uflebebis damcvel evropul institutebTan da sxvada-

sxva erovnul lgbt organizaciasTan. fondis warmomadgeneli

arCeul iqna aRmasrulebeli sabWos sarezervo wevrad. gaeros

adamianis uflebebis komitetis warmomadgenelTan Sexvedrisas

saubari Seexo Crdilovan angariSs, romelic global raiTis

(Global Right) da inkluzivis mier iyo wardgenili komitetSi da

saqarTveloSi arsebul mdgomareobas asaxavda. angariSis momza-

debaSi monawileoba fondis partniorma iuristebma miiRes. 

INTERNATIONAL  CONTACTS

The foundation took part in a meeting of NGO representatives with a
CoE monitoring group charged with overseeing the fulfillment by
member states of obligations undertaken upon joining the Council of
Europe. The head of the monitoring group, Matyas Eorsi, was
informed about the growing homophobia in the country. The Inclusive
Foundation's report noted that a CoE civil campaign in support of
diversity scheduled for this July was cancelled due precisely to a
homophobic backlash. The monitoring group presented its initial
report to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE)
on 6 November 2007. Debates on the report will begin in Strasbourg
in January 2008. The foundation plans to attend the deliberations. 

The Inclusive Foundation, as a member of the International Lesbian
and Gay Association (ILGA), attended the latest annual ILGA Europe
Conference. During the conference several important meetings were
held with European human rights institutions and various European
LGBT organizations. The foundation's representative was elected as a
reserve member of the executive committee board. A meeting with
the UN Humar Rights Committee representative touched on the shad-
ow report presented to the committee by Global Right and the
Inclusive Foundation on the situation concerning LGBT rights in
Georgia. Lawyers who cooperate with the foundation took part in the
preparation of the report. 

moZraobis  ganviTareba

mimdinare wlis 23-27 seqtembers qalaq

baTumSi fondma organizaciuli ganviTa-

rebis saerTaSoriso treinings

umaspinZla. treningis ZiriTadi Tema

Sida organizaciuli gaZliereba da orga-

nizaciis gareT urTierTobebis marTvis

sakiTxebi iyo. trenings moldovis lgbt

organizaciis "GenderDoc-M-dan" trenere-

bi uZRvebodnen. treningSi monawileoba

miiRes moldovis, ukrainis, saqarTvelos,

somxeTis, azerbaijanis, yirgizeTisa da

yazaxeTis lgbt organizaciebis warmo-

madgenlebma. treningi gaimarTa "precisis"

proeqtis farglebSi.

DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  MOVEMENT

On 23-27 September 2007 the Inclusive Foun-
dation hosted an international training on orga-
nizational development. The main theme of the
training was strengthening internal organiza-
tion and tackling issues concerning external
relations. It was conducted by trainers from the
Moldovan LGBT organization GenderDoc-M
and was attended by representatives of LGBT
organizations from Moldova, Ukraine, Georgia,
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan and
Kazakhstan. The training was held within the
framework of the PRECIS project. 

q r o n i k a
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lgbt  jgufi

fondma qalTa mimarTulebis gasaZliereblad,

rekomendacia gauwia qalTa iniciativebis

mxardamWer jgufs sainiciativo proeqtebis

farglebSi mxardaWeris mosapoveblad. proeqti

miznad isaxavs qalTa zepiri istoriebis kvlevas

da fsiqologisa da seqsologis onlain kon-

sultaciebis uzrunvelyofas. proeqtis farg-

lebSi baTumSi Catarda qalTa gaZlierebis

samdRiani sazafxulo banaki. 

media

gazeTma "aliam" kidev erTxel scada skandalis

agoreba lgbt Tematikis irgvliv, roca Seecada

gaevrcelebina kidev erTi araswori informacia.

amjerad, mkiTxvelis "dasaSineblad" daweril

statiaSi waikiTxavdiT, rom, Turme, evrokavSiris

wevrobis aucilebeli kriteriumi qveyanaSi

erTsqesiani qorwinebis cnobaa. Tumca, amjerad

telekompaniebis Jurnalistebma meti sifxizle

gamoiCines da evrokavSiris warmomadgenlobasac

hkiTxes saqmis asaval-dasavali. parlamentis

wevr kaxa kukavasgan gansxvavebiT, evorkavSiris

warmomadgenelma imedebi gaucrua qarTvel

Jurnalistebs da auwya, rom samoqalaqo qor-

winebis, registrirebuli Tu araregistrirebuli

partniorobis cnoba wevri saxelmwifos Sida

kanonmdeblobiT regulirdeba. Tumca, isic

dasZina, rom evrokavSiri calsaxad gmobs

diskriminacias nebismier safuZvelze. rogorc

mosalodneli iyo, fondisa da gay.ge-s vebgverde-
bze am siuJetis eTerSi gasvlis dRes stumri-

anobis sarekordo maCvenebeli dafqsirda. 

SouTa Sou "bari 4" daiwyo... da umalve das-

rulda misi erT-erTi monawilisaTvis. pako

tabataZe, romelmac "qaminauTi" pirdapir eTerSi

gaakeTa, sazogadoebrivi moralis normebze

apelirebiT, proeqtidan daiTxoves. fondma am

incidentis dokumentireba moaxdina da igi

SromiT urTierTobaSi diskriminaciad Seafasa.

igive daskvna gamoitana adamianis uflebebis

dokumentaciisa da informaciis centris iurist-

mac. informacia gadaegzavna saxalxo damcvelis

ofiss, romelic amJamad mokvlevas awarmoebs am

incidentis irgvliv. am SemTxvevam msoflio da

adgilobriv mediaSi farTo gamoxmaureba hpova

da msoflio kidev erTxel ganacvifra

"demokratiis Suquraze" pretenziis mqone

qveyanaSi datrialebuli ambebis gamo. 

LGBT  GROUP

In order to strengthen activities in the field of women's
empowerment, the foundation gave a recommendation
to a Women's Initiatives Supporting Group within the
framework of initiative projects support. The project
seeks to study women's oral histories and provide them
with online consultations with psychologists and sexolo-
gists. Within the framework of the project a 3-day
women's empowerment summer camp was held in
Batumi. 

MEDIA  

The Alia newspaper once again attempted to ignite a
scandal concerning LGBT issues when it disseminated
yet another piece of inaccurate information. This time,
in an article designed to "intimidate" readers, the paper
wrote that potential EU member countries must
acknowledge same-sex marriages as a necessary pre-
requisite for its membership. This time, however, TV
journalists were a little more attentive and actually
asked the EU delegation in Georgia about the issue.
Much to the disappointment of MP Kakha Kukava, who
even proposed introducing legislation to forbid same-sex
unions in Georgia, the EU's representation said that civil
marriages, and registered or unregistered partnerships
between persons of the same sex is regulated by the
internal legislation of the member states. He noted at
the same time, however, that the EU unequivocally con-
demns all forms of discrimination. As was expected, the
website of the Inclusive Foundation and gay.ge received
record numbers of visitors the day this report hit the air-
waves. 

Also in media news, Rustavi-2's show of shows,
"Geobar", kicked off its fourth season…but it ended
immediately and abruptly for one of its contestants.
Pako Tabatadze, who came out on the (live) show, was
expelled from the project by Rustavi, supposedly
because his behaviour was "offensive to the norms of
public morality". The Foundation documented this inci-
dent and determined it to be an instance of discrimina-
tion in labour relations. A lawyer of the Human Rights
Documentation and Information Centre arrived at a sim-
ilar conclusion. The relevant information was sent to the
Office of the Ombudsman, which is currently looking
into the case. The incident was met with widespread
outcry both in the local and world media. Once again,
the world has been astonished by events that have
taken shape in a country once dubbed by George Bush
a "beacon of democracy". 
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samarTali

evropis adamianis uflebebis sasamarTlom gamoitana

ganaCeni litvis moqalaqe l.-s sarCelTan dakavSirebiT.

moqalaqe l. ver axerxebda sqesis Secvlis operaciis

Catarebas kanonmdeblobaSi arsebuli xarvezebis gamo. man

gaiara hormonaluri Terapiis kursi da Caitara mikro-

plastikuri operaciebi. erTis mxriv, 2003 wels miRebuli

samoqalaqo kodeqsi, zrdasrul moqalaqes, uflebas aZlevs

Seicvalos sqesi, meores mxriv ki, kanonmdeblebs avalebs,

rom am operaciis Catarebis wesebi calke kanoniT

ganisazRvros. litvis parlaments ki amgvari kanoni ar

miuRia. sasamarTlom miiCnia, rom amgvari kanonebis 4 wlis

ganmavlobaSi armiReba arRvevs moqalaqe l.-is piradi

cxovrebis pativiscemis uflebas (evropis adamianis ufle-

bebis konvenciis 8-e muxli). Sesabamisad, litvis sax-

elmwifos daekisreba jamSi 45 000 evros gadaxda

moqalaqe l.is sasargeblod, Tuki saWiro kanoni 3 Tvis

ganmavlobaSi ar iqneba miRebuli da ZalaSi Sesuli.

angariSi

gamoqveynda ilga evropisa (ILGA Europe) da holandiis lgb

asociaciis (COC Netherlands) erToblivi angariSi

INTERNATIONAL  FORUM

Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, hosted this year's Eleventh Annual
Conference of ILGA Europe, in which some 200 representatives of
various LGBT and other rights organizations based in Europe and
beyond took part. The conference was held against a homophobic
backdrop, as the municipal government refused to allow the organ-
izers of the event to unfurl a large rainbow flag on central square,
citing ongoing repair works in the city. Also, a group of nine homo-
phobes held a rally at the hotel where the conference was being
held. But this did not impede the conference from going forward,
nor did it affect the mood of the delegates. See a separate report
for fuller information about the conference. 

JUSTICE

The European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg has ruled on
the appeal of Lithuanian Citizen L, who was not allowed to undergo
sex reassignment surgery because of a flaw in that country's legis-
lation. Citizen L had undergone both hormone therapy and number
of plastic surgeries. The Lithuanian civil code adopted in 2003
gives adult citizens the right to change their sex, but the code
obliges legislators to establish the rules for undergoing such oper-
ations in a separate law. The court ruled that the Lithuanian parlia-
ment's failure to adopt said law over the course of the four years
since the passage of the code constitutes a violation of Citizen L's

ssaaeerrTTaaSSoorriissoo  ffoorruummii

litvis dedaqalaq vilniusSi ilga

evropis (ILGA Europe) XI konferencia

gaimarTa, romelSic evropis lgbt organi-

zaciebisa da sxva dainteresebuli insti-

tutebis 200-mde warmomadgenelma miiRo

monawileoba. konferenciis msvlelobas

Tan axlda homofobiuri foni. munici-

palitetma qalaqSi mimdinare saremonto

samuSaoebis mizeziT, uari uTxra konfer-

enciis organizatorebs ratuSis moedanze

cisartyelis droSis gamofenaze;

sastumrosTan, sadac konferencia tardebo-

da, homofobebis cxrakacianma jgufma mcire

aqcia moawyo da sxv. Tumca, amas xeli ar

SeuSlia konferenciis msvlelobisaTvis

da arc delegatTa ganwyobaze umoqmedia.

konferenciis Sesaxeb dawvrilebiT

waikiTxavT Cven reportaJSi. 

q r o n i k a
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saqarTvelosa da azerbaijanSi lgbt jgufis

mdgomareobasTan dakavSirebiT. rogorc ilga

evropis aRmasrulebeli direqtori patricia

prendivili acxadebs, "angariSi asaxavs lgbt

jgufis mowyvlad mdgomareobas da maTi uflebe-

bis darRvevis sistematiur xasiaTs". angariSis

gamosvlasTan dakavSirebiT gakeTebul gancxade-

baSi, COC-is prezidentma frank van dalenma, kmay-

ofileba gamoTqva samxreT kavkasiaSi lgbt

moZraobis gaZlierebasTan dakavSirebiT. angariSi

xelmisawvdomia ilga evropis vebgverdze. (1)

ppoolloonneeTTii

poloneTSi 21 oqtombers gamarTul riggareSe

saparlamento arCevnebSi Zmebi kaCinskebis partiam

marcxi ganicada. umravlesobaSi mosuli samo-

qalaqo platformis partiis lideri donald

taski ukve daamtkices premier ministris

postze. amiT dasrulda Zmebi kaCinskebis homo-

fobiuri politikis

monopolia. axalma pre-

mierma ukve ganacxada

poloneTis mzaobis Sesaxeb

SeuerTdes "fundamenturi

uflebebis evorkavSiris

qartias". Zmebi kaCinskebis

mTavroba akritikebda am

dokuments lgbt uflebe-

bis mimarT liberaluri

damokidebulebis gamo. am

faqts ukve gamoexmaurnen

evroparlamentis les-

boseli da gei deputaciis

interjgufis warmomadgen-

lebi. kerZod, Cveni Jur-

nalis erT-erTi nomris

respondentma sofi int-

veldma ganacxada: "polo-

nelma xalxma gvaCvena, rom

surs evropis SuagulSi

yofna, rom isini srulad

iziareben evropul faseu-

lobebs". sainteresoa,

rogor aisaxeba arsebuli viTareba prezident

kaCinskisa da mTavrobis urTierTobaze. (2)

'right to respect for private life' (Article 8 of the
European Convention on Human Rights). Accordingly,
the Lithuanian government must either adopt a relevant
law which will enter into force within three months, or
pay damages totaling 45,000 euros to Citizen L.

ILGA-EEUROPE/COC  REPORT  ON  GEORGIA/AZERBAIJAN

ILGA Europe and the Dutch LGB association COC
Netherlands have published a joint report on the situa-
tion concerning LGBT people in Georgia and Azerbaijan.
ILGA Europe's Executive Director, Patricia Prendiville,
says "the reports illustrate the vulnerable position of
LGBT communities and the systematic nature of human
rights violations against them". In a statement released
along with the publication of the report, COC president
Frank van Dalen welcomed the fact that the LGBT move-
ment is gaining strength in the South Caucasus. The
report can be viewed at the ILGA-Europe website.(1) 

POLAND

In a snap parliamentary elec-
tion on 21 October, the ruling
party of the Kaczynski broth-
ers suffered defeat. The
leader of the victorious Civic
Platform party, Donald Tusk,
was sworn in as premier. This
marked the end of the
Kaczynski brothers' monopoly
of homophobic policies. The
new prime minister has
already expressed his readi-
ness to sign the European
Union Fundamental Rights
Charter. The Kaczynski broth-
ers' government had criticized
the document for its "liberal"
approach to LGBT rights.
Representatives of the
European Parliament
Intergroup on Gay and
Lesbian Rights have already
responded to this. Sophie in 't
Veld, Vice-President of the

Intergroup, said: "Polish people have shown they want to
be at the heart of Europe, and that they fully share
European values." (2)

55

(1) http://www.ilga-europe.org/content/download/9372/55934/file/georgia.pdf 
(2) Sophie in 't Veld, Vice-President of the Intergroup, said: "Polish people have shown they want to be at the heart of Europe, and that they fully share the
European values."  source: http://www.gcn.ie/content/templates/newsupdate.aspx?articleid=2745&zoneid=4

Zmebi kaCinskebi misdeven lgbt aqtivists, romlis droSazec

polonuri arwivi cisartyelas ferebSia gamosaxuli. maT arwivis

poloneTis droSis ferebSi SeRebva surT.

Brother Kaczynski pursue LGBT activist holding the flag that depicts Polish
eagle in rainbow colours. Kaczynski  twins attempt to repaint eagle in Polish
flag colours.  
©    Cartoons  by  Peter  Welleman,  www.funpx.com



stounuolis barSi momxdari amboxeba yovelwliurad

aRiniSneba gei praidebze mTels msoflioSi, Tumca, bevrma ar

icis, ratom. es naTeli magaliTia imisa, Tu ramdenad Seicvala

yvelaferi 1969 wlis ivnisis bolo kviris Semdeg. maS, ra

viciT quiar istoriaSi, albaT, erT-erTi yvelaze mniSvnelovani

movlenis Sesaxeb?

"stounoul ins", kerZo gei bars niu-iorkSi, grinviC vilijSi,

qrisTofer sTriTze, ZiriTadad gei klientura hyavda. 1969

wlis 28 ivniss policiam da alkoholuri sasmelebis kontro-

lis sabWom erTi kviris manZilze meored moawyo reidi

stounuolSi. maTi gancxadebiT, isini alkoholis moxmarebis

Sesaxeb kanonis darRvevis faqtebs eZebdnen, kerZod ki -

alkoholiT ukanono vaWrobaze hqondaT eWvi. imave sababiT wina

kvirebSi msgavsi reidebi sxva gei barebSic moawyves. policiam

baris 200 klienti Zalis gamoyenebiT Seamowma da mas Semdeg,

rac gamaRizianebeli homofoburi komentarebis TanxlebiT, yve-

las mosTxova piradobis mowmobebi, klientura baridan gareT

gamoyara, baris TanamSromlebi ki adgilze daakava. maT Soris

iyo sami drag-quini da ori transseqsuali.

faqtebi  stounoulis  amboxebis  Sesaxeb

imis nacvlad, rom Ramis sibneles Sereodnen, rogorc

Cveulebriv iqceodnen xolme, klientebs baris mimdebare teri-

The Stonewall riots are commemorated yearly during Gay Pride/
Mardi Gras events all over the world, though not many people may
realize why. It shows how much things have changed since the last
weekend of June 1969. So, what do we know about perhaps one of
the most pivotal events in queer history?
The Stonewall Inn, a private gay bar located in Christopher Street in
New York City's Greenwich Village district with predominantly gay
clientele, was raided by police and Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board representatives for the second time in the same week, on 28
June 1969. They claimed they were looking for cases of violation of
alcohol control laws. In prior weeks, other gay bars had been raided
as well for the same reason. The police aggressively lined up 200
patrons and soon, after having checked visitors' IDs accompanied
with insulting homophobic comments, the visitors threw everyone
out of the bar and detained the staff, three drag queens, and two
male-to-female transsexuals. 

STONEWALL  RIOTS  -  THE  FACTS

Instead of going home and disappearing in the darkness of the
night, as they usually did, the members of the community did not
move an inch from the street, and that's when the rebellion started.

stounuolis amboxeba, marTalia, sul

raRac 38 wlis win moxda, magram

ucnauri isaa, rom realurad aravin

icis, ra xdeboda im dros. presaSi es

movlenebi srulebiT arasworad da

homofoburad Suqdeboda; amas garda,

yvela adamiani, vinc iq yofnas

ibralebs, marTlac rom iq yofiliyo,

manheteni simZimisgan Caingreoda.

j.krameri, amazon.com-is komentatori

The amazing thing about the Stonewall riots is
that while they happened only 38 years ago,

no one really knows what happened. The
press coverage was completely inaccurate

and homophobic, and if everyone who said
they were there actually was, Manhattan

would have crumbled under the weight.
J. Kramer,  a  reviewer  on  amazon.com
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toriidan fexic ki ar moucvliaT, swored am dros

daiwyo amboxebac. viRacam parkingis mricxveli

motexa da policiis TanamSromlebi da agentebi

barSi garedan Caketa. sanam policiis damatebiTi

kohortebi aRrialebuli sirenebiT moadgebodnen

bars, informacia maTi stounuolSi SeWris Sesaxeb

elvis swrafiT gavrcelda da baris win uamravi

xalxi Seikriba. amasobaSi, viRacam qrisTofer sTriT-

ze cecxlic gaaCina. gamvlelebi da turistebi sul

ufro mzard xalxis nakads uerTdebodnen da poli-

ciis mier baridan gamoZevebul geebs amxnevebdnen.

Tumca, roca policiis furgoni movida da poli-

cielebma baris TanamSromlebi da sami drag quini

manqanaSi SeaTries, brbo umarTavi gaxda. viRacam

manqanis minas qva esrola da male policiis ofi-

crebs sanagve urnebi da boTlebi dauSines... sami

dRis manZilze, drag-quinebi da lgbt sazogadoebis

sxva warmomadgenlebi gauCereblad mRerodnen baris

win "Gay Power"-s, es simRera ukve maTi himni gamx-
dariyo. erTaderTi, rac danamdvilebiT viciT

sagazeTo cnobebidan, aris is, rom reidis Sedegad,

13 adamiani daapatimres da policiis oficrebma

sxeulis mcire dazianebebi miiRes. 

momdevno diliT, kvira dRes gamoCnda aTeulobiT

gei mamakaci, romelTac protestis niSnad quCaSi

xvevna-kocna daiwyes, Tan mRerodnen: "Cven stoun-

ouleli gogonebi varTo" da policielebis winaSe

fexebs iqnevdnen. im dRes daaxloebiT ori aTasamde

adamiani SeurTda saprotesto aqcias. rogorc ki

policia erT quCas "gaasufTavebda", sadme sxva adg-

ilas axali saproteqsto aqcia iwyeboda. 

es movlenebi iseT mistikurobis nislSia gaxveuli,

rom dRemde, bevri gansxvavebuli versia trialebs.

zogierTi amtkicebs, yvelaferi geebis cnobili ker-

pis, judi garlandis dasaflavebis gamo moxdao (27

ivniss); sxvebi amtkiceben, rom amboxebas biZgi

aTobiT ganrisxebulma drag-quinma misca; kidev

erTi versiis mixedviT, quCis saprotesto aqciebis

inspiratori ucnobi buC-lesboseli iyo.

69  wlis  gamoZaxili

araferi gansakuTrebuli, albaT, ar moxdeboda, rom

ara erTi faqtori: 1969 welma yvelgan revoluci-

uri suli moitana da swored es weli iqca quiar

istoriaSi erT-erT yvelaze RirsSesaniSnav

TariRad, radgan drag-quinebma da studentebma

erTxmad ganacxades, rom mobezrdaT es yvelaferi.

da es gancxadeba, ubralod, xmamaRali ki ara,

metismetad xmamaRali gamodga. 69 wlis zafxuli-

dan moyolebuli, Semodgomis CaTvliT, geebis

gamaTavisuflebeli 5 fronti Seiqmna: niu-iorkSi,

los-anjelesSi, berkliSi, san-franciskoSi da san-

xoseSi. momdevno wels maTma ricxvma samass

Someone removed a parking meter and propped it
against the door, thus locking the police and agents
inside the bar. As the additional police cohorts came
with sirens blaring to get their colleagues out, the crowd
outside the bar grew as fast as the news had spread
throughout the island that the cops had raided
Stonewall. Meanwhile, someone had set a fire on
Christopher Street. Passers-by and tourists joined the
growing crowd and cheered as each gay person emerged
from the bar after having been expelled by the police.

However, when suddenly the paddy wagon arrived and
the police dragged the staff and the three drag queens
inside the car, the crowd became uncontrollable.
Someone threw a rock through a window, and soon
garbage cans, bottles and other items started raining
over the officers' heads... For three days straight, the
drag queens and others from the community chanted
"Gay Power!" in front of the bar, the song that had
become their anthem. The only thing what we know for
sure is that, by newspaper accounts, 13 people were
arrested and three police officers suffered minor injuries.

The following day, Sunday morning, dozens of gay men
showed up to protest by locking hands, kissing and
chanting "We are the Stonewall girls" while kicking their
legs in front of the police a la the Rockettes.
Approximately 2,000 people came to protest that day. As
the police cleared the streets, another group of people
would gather in another place and start protesting again. 

The events have become so mystified that many alterna-
tive versions continue to circulate. Some claim that it
was Judy Garland's funeral, held in town on 27 June;
the others claim that these were dozens of drag queens
that felt enraged and started the rebellion; still others
believe that it was an unknown butch lesbian who
inspired the street protests.

THE  POWER  OF  69  
Nothing unusual would have happened if not for one
thing: the year 1969 had brought the spirit of revolution
everywhere and 1969 was fated to enter queer history
as one of the most memorable years because the hus-
tlers, drag queens and students said "enough!" And they
said it out loud, really loud. During the summer and
throughout the autumn of 69, five Gay Liberation Fronts
appeared in New York, Berkley, Los Angeles, San
Francisco and San Jose. By the next year, their number
had reached 300. 

ON  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  STONEWALL  RIOTS  
Most importantly, throughout July, gay activists circulat-
ed copies of a flyer calling for a mass "homosexual liber-
ation meeting" whose title read: "Do you think homosex-
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miaRwia. Tu manamde SeerTebul StatebSi sul ram-

denime aTeuli gei organizacia arsebobda, 1970

wels maTma raodenobam oTxass gadaaWarba. 

stounoulis  amboxebis  mniSvneloba

erT-erTi mniSvnelovani faqti isic iyo, rom gei

aqtivistebma gaavrceles sainformacio furclebi,

romliTac xalxs epatiJebodnen "homoseqsualTa

gamaTavisfulebel masobriv Sekrebaze". teqsts

saTaurad aseTi gamomwvevi fraza hqonda: "Sen

fiqrob, rom homoseqsualebi amazrzenebi arian? hoda,

icode, rom namdvilad egrea!". 1969 wlis 24 ivliss

aqtivistebis am jgufma "geebis gamaTavisuflebeli

fronti" dairqva da mTeli rigi moTxovnebi

wamoayena: Sewydes policielTa mxridan Zaladoba,

geebisTvis samuSao adgilebze SemoRebul iqnas spe-

cialuri damcavi zomebi, gauqmdes kanonebi sodomiis

Sesaxeb, miRebul iqnas antidiskriminaciuli kanonebi

rogorc calkeuli Statebis, aseve mTeli qveynis

masStabiT. 

stounuoli politikur moZraobad iqca da akademi-

ur sferoSic SeaRwia. amboxebas Sedegad mohyva

quiar politikis, seqsualobisa da kulturebis

Sesaxeb istoriuli kvlevebis mTeli seria. mas

Semdeg uamravi wigni daiwera, sadac seqsualuri da

socialuri revoluciebis Sesaxeb Teoriaa mocemuli.

quiar Teoriebi da genderuli kvlevebi dasavluri

universitetebis umravlesobaSi akademiur disci-

plinad aRiares, ramac socialur mecnierebebSi,

kvlevebsa, Tu, ubralod leqciebze, am sakiTxis codna

da misadmi mgrZnobeloba gazarda. 

sityva "stounuoli" imdenad popularulia dRes-

dReobiT gei organizaciebs Soris, rom `stounulis

demokratiuli klubiT~ dawyebuli, `stounuolis

vokaluri gundiT~ damTavrebuli, uamrav raRacas hqvia

es saxeli; maT Soris, arsebobs gaziani sasmeli, saxe-

lad "stounuoli". Tavad bari dResac niu-irkis erT-

erT yvelaze popularul dawesebulebad iTvleba gee-

bis wreSi. sainteresoa, is faqti, rom damfuZneblebs

Tavdapirvelad am barisTvis "vardisferi pudelis"

darqmeva undodaT. warmoidgineT, rogor komikurad

JRers "vardisferi pudelis demokratiuli klubi" an

"vardisferi pudelis vokaluri gundi"... an, Tundac,

vardisferi pudelis era...

socialuri  cvlilebebi  stounuolis  Semdeg

stounuolis amboxebaSi monawilebda mravalxmriv

marginalizebuli xalxi: daikebi, laTinosebi, trans-

uals are revolting? You bet your Sweet ass we are!" On 24
July 1969 they adopted the name Gay Liberation Front
and started demanding an end to police harassment, job
protection for gay employees, the repeal of sodomy laws,
and local and national anti-discrimination laws.

The Stonewall movement went beyond politics but found
itself entrenched in academia as well.  The aftermath of
the riots witnessed a series of historical studies into
queer politics, sexualities and cultures. Since then,
numerous publications have been launched that deal
with the theories of the sexual and social revolutions.
Queer theory and gender studies have been recognized
as fields of study in most Western universities. This, in
turn, has brought increased sensitization and awareness
in social sciences, research and classroom environment. 

The word "Stonewall" has become so popular among
gay organizations today, there's everything from the
Stonewall Democratic Club to the Stonewall Chorale;
there's even a bottled water called Stonewall. Today, the
Stonewall bar is once again a favorite gay night spot in
New York City. It is funny that Stonewall was not named
"Pink Puddle", as the founders originally intended.
Imagine, Pink Puddle Democratic Club or Pink Puddle
Chorale or commemoration Pink Puddle era instead of
Stonewall. 

THE  SOCIAL  IMPLICATIONS  OF  STONEWALL

The Stonewall riots were led by people who were mar-
ginalized in many ways - dykes, Latinos, transvestites,
drag queens and African-Americans fought the original
gay battles. They showed the world what it was like to be
shunned by society. And this changed forever the small
gay rights movement that had existed previously in the
country into something that further enhanced the Civil
Rights movement and the anti-Vietnam War movement.

THE  BIRTH  OF  PRIDE

The first demonstration in commemoration of the
Stonewall Rebellion was held in New York in August of



vestitebi, drag quinebi, afro-amerikelebi iyvnen gei

moZraobis pionerebi. maT msoflios gaagebines, ras

niSnavs, iyo sazogadoebis mier gariyuli. amis

Sedegad, qveyanaSi manamde arsebuli mciremasStabiani

moZraoba geebis uflebebisTvis gafarTovda da

gaaZliera vietnamis omis winaaRmdeg mimdinare samo-

qalaqo moZraoba. 

praidis  dabadeba

stounuolis amboxebis aRsaniSnavi pirveli demon-

stracia niu-iorkSi, 1969 wlis agvistoSi gaimarTa.

solidarobis marSebi 1970 welsac niu-iorksa da

los-anjelesSi gamarTes, amboxebis erTi wlisTavis

aRsaniSnavad da tradiciac damkvidrda. 1970 wels,

niu-iorkis msvlelobaSi daaxloebiT 10 000-ma adami-

anma miiRo monawileoba. im droidan moyolebuli,

geebi, lesboselebi, biseqsualebi da transgenderebi

regularulad awyoben siamayis marSs (praids) da

stounuolis movlenebis gaxsenebiT ZiriTad samo-

qalaqo uflebebs moiTxoven. niu-iorkSi msvlelobebi

ivnisis bolo SabaTs imarTeba. 

qarTul medias warmoudgenia, rom gei praidis mTavari

mizani sakuTari ukanalis xalxisTvis demonstrire-

baa, sinamdvileSi ki am movlenas Rrma fesvebi aqvs da

usamarTlobis, diskriminaciisa da homofobiis

winaaRmdegaa mimarTuli.

"kriminalebi"  -  guSin  da  dRes,  "iq"  da  "CvenTan"

amazon.com-ze erT-erTi komentatori film "stoun-

uolis" (1999) Sesaxeb wers: "Cven xSirad gvaviwyde-

ba, rom sul raRac 30 wlis win, geebsa da lesbose-

lebs namdvili kriminalebiviT eqceodnen - policia

reidebs awyobda gei barebSi, maT mepatroneebs scem-

da, klientebis saxelebs aRricxavda da yoveldRiur

gazeTebSi aqveynebda, rac imis sruli garantia iyo,

rom samsaxurs dakargavdi da sajarod

gamogaWenebdnen. Tu dRevandel Cvens gaxsnilobas

SevadarebT, SiSiT mipyrobs imis gaxsenebaze, Tu

rasTan gviwevda gamklaveba maSin. amaze dafiqreba

namdvilad Rirs."

istoriuli  adgili

dResdReobiT, stounuolis amboxeba geebis

gamaTavisuflebeli moZraobis dasawyisis simboloa.

im gei da transgenderi adamianebis Rvawlis

aRsaniSnavad, romelTac adre arasodes gamouxatavT

aseT mZafri winaaRmdegoba policielTa Zaladobaze,

1999 wlis ivnisSi stounuolis mimdebare terito-

ria CarTes istoriuli mniSvnelobis mqone adgilTa

nusxaSi. manhetenis raionma ki im adgils, sadac

aRniSnuli movlenebi viTardeboda (qrisTofer

sTriTi, meeqvse da meSvide aveniuebs Soris) sapatio

saxeli - "stounuolis moedani" daarqva.

ggaammooyyeenneebbuullii  wwyyaarrooeebbii::

ssttaattiiaa  ddaaiiwweerraa  kkoolluummbbiiiiss  uunniivveerrssiitteettiiss

bboobblliiooTTeekkiiss  ssaaaarrqqiivvoo  mmaassaalleebbiiss  ssaaffuuZZvveellzzee..  aasseevvee

ggaammooyyeenneebbuull  iiqqnnaa  iinntteerrnneett  ggvveerrddeebbii::  planetout.com,
about.com,  wikipedia.org,,  mmoommxxmmaarreebbeellTTaa kkoommeennttaarreebbii

amazon.com-zzee  ddaa  aavvttoorriiss  ppiirraaddii  mmooggoonneebbeebbii

1969. Marches were held in 1970 in New York and Los
Angeles on the anniversary of the uprising and thus, a
tradition was born. Approximately 10,000 people attend-
ed a march in New York City in 1970. Ever since, gays,
lesbians, bisexuals and transgender people celebrate
pride and call for basic civil rights by commemorating
Stonewall. In New York City they march on the last
Saturday in June. 

Unlike how the Georgian media often portrays it, the very
reason for holding gay pride events comes not from a
desire to "show one's asses to the public", rather, they
have their roots in genuine protest against injustice, dis-
crimination and homophobia. 

Then and now, there and here:  treated like criminals

A reviewer of the film "Stonewall" (1999), on amazon.com
writes: "We tend to forget how gays and lesbians were
treated as real criminals as little as 30 years ago - when
police raided gay bars just to beat up the patrons, and
get their names published in the daily paper, assuring
you that you would lose your job and be outted in a very

public way. I was cringing in my seat at some of the stuff
we had to deal with back then - considering how open we
are today. Really makes you think".

A  HISTORICAL  SITE
Today, the Stonewall Riots symbolize the beginning of the
gay liberation movement. In recognition of gay and trans-
gender people's efforts, who never before acted together
in such large numbers to forcibly resist police harass-
ment directed towards their community, in June 1999, an
area including Stonewall was listed on the US National
Register of Historic Places and the borough of the
Manhattan gave the area where the events took the
place (Christopher Street between Sixth and Seventh
Avenues) the honorary name of "Stonewall Place".
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sqesi  da  genderi

sqesi (sex) - aRniSnavs biologiur TvisebaTa erTobliobas

romelic ganasxvavebs mamakacs qalisagan. genderi (gender)
warmoadgens adamianis socialur sqess, socialurad deter-

minirebul rolebs, identobebsa da saqmianobis sferoebs,

romelic damokidebulia ara biologiur gansxvavebulobaze,

aramed sazogadoebis socialur organizaciaze. 

genderuli  disforia

genderul disforias (gender identity disorder) uwodeben
mdgomareobas, rodesac adamians ar SeuZlia srulad miiRos

Tavisi genderuli statusi. 

genderul disforias SeiZleba hqondes sxvadasxva mizezebi,

garegnuli gamoxatulebis formebi da xangrZlivoba.

magaliTad, Tu yofiT doneze gogonas an biWis qceva an

garegnoba ar Seesabameba arsebul genderul normebs, amas

xSirad genderul arakomfortulobas uwodeben; adamiani,

SeiZleba, gadacmis meSveobiT arRvevdes genderuli normis

sazRvrebs, rasac transvestizms uwodeben. genderuli dis-

foriis yvelaze Rrma formad transeqsualoba iTvleba,

roca adamiani mTlianad uaryofs sakuTar genderul sta-

tuss da cdilobs mis srulad Secvlas qirurgiuli

operaciisa da sapasporto sqesis CaTvliT.

SEX  AND  GENDER

Sex means the set of biological characteristics which distinguish
men from women. Gender is a person's social sex, socially
determined roles, identity and tasks which are conditioned not
by biological differences, but rather by the social organization of
society.

GENDER  IDENTITY  DISORDER

Gender Identity Disorder is a state in which a person cannot fully
attain his or her own gender status. Gender Identity Disorder has
various causes and outward manifestations and it may last for
varying periods of time. For example, when the behaviour or out-
ward appearance of a girl or a boy does not correspondent to
existing gender norms. In Georgia, this is still called "gender dis-
comfort". A person may surpass gender norm boundaries through
their dress, a phenomenon called transvestism. The most severe
form of Gender Identity Disorder is thought to be Transsexuality,
in which a person completely rejects own gender status and tries
to change it completely through undergoing surgery and register-
ing in official documents under the new gender. 

sakuTari sqesis Secvlis mcdeloba

dokumenturad aRwerilia ukve XIX

saukunis Sua periodSi. Tumca, trans-

genderebis Sesaxeb istoriuli infor-

macia SeiZleba ipovoT herodotesTan,

romelic aRwers ra skviTebis laS-

qrobas aziasa da egvipteSi, axsenebs

egreT wodebul "qalur daavadebas",

qalRmerT afrodites saCuqars. sqesis

transformaciis SemTxvevebi gvxvdeba

rogorc bevr miTologiur gadmo-

cemaSi, ise CrdiloeT amerikis

indielTa monaTxrobebSi, indur da

Cinur manuskriptebSi. 

imisaTvis, rom ukeT gaverkveT transe-

qsualobis bunebaSi, saWiroa, met-

naklebad zusti warmodgena gvqondes

iseT sabaziso terminebze, rogoricaa

biologiuri sqesi da genderi.

The first documented attempt of changing a
person's sex dates back to the mid-19th cen-
tury, though historical accounts of transgen-
der people can be found in Herodotus, who
in his descriptions of the Scythians' cam-
paigns in Asia and Egypt mentions a so-
called "femininity disease". Cases of sex
transformation can be found in many mytho-
logical accounts, as well as in the oral tales
of North American Indian Tribes and ancient
Indian and Chinese manuscripts. 
In order to get a better picture of the nature
of Transsexuality, we must first familiarize
ourselves with the basic terms "biological
sex" and "gender".

H E A L T H
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TRANSSEXUALITY



transeqsualoba

transeqsualebs uwodeben adamianebs, romelTa

genderuli identoba gansxvavdeba maTi bio-

logiuri sqesissgan. rogorc wesi, diskomforti,

romelsac genderul identobasa da biologiur

sqess Soris gansxvavebuloba qmnis, adreul

asakSivea SesamCnevi. adamiani ise grZnobs Tavs,

TiTqos ucxo sxeulSia Camwyvdeuli. survili -

icxovros da aRiarebuli iqnas sazogadoebis

mier misi TviTaRqmis Sesabamisad, bevr maTgans

ubiZgebs biologiuri sqesis Secvlisaken qirur-

giuli Carevisa da hormonaluri Terapiis gziT. 

transeqsualobis  warmoSoba

transeqsualobis

fenomenis axsnas

bevri mecnieri

cdilobda, Tumca

erTiani mosazreba

transeqsualobis

warmoSobis Taobaze

dResdReobiT jer

kidev ar arsebobs.

dReisaTvis gavrce-

lebuli mosazrebiT, iTvleba, rom transeqsualis

formirebaze gavlenas axdens rogorc biologi-

uri, ise fsiqologiuri faqtorebi. Tumca, mniSv-

nelovani kulturuli gansxvavebebis miuxedavad,

transeqsualebi yvela eTnikur jgufSi gvxvde-

bian. zogierTi mecnieri Tvlis, rom es SeiZleba

CaiTvalos transeqsualobis warmoSobis biolo-

giuri safuZvlis arapirdapir dadasturebad. 

sqesis transformaciis SemTxvevebis aRwera pir-

velad XIX saukunis meore naxevarSi gvxvdeba.

Tumca, am sakiTxis mecnieruli Seswavla sakmaod

gvian, XX saukunis 40-50-iani wlebidan daiwyo.

didi xnis ganmavlobaSi transeqsualebs aRiqvamd-

nen, rogorc fsiqiurad daavadebulebs da amiT,

"martivad" xsnidnen am fenomens. mecnierebis

mcdelobam fsiqiatriis rakursSi gaeSifraT

transeqsualoba da aqedan gamomdinare SeemuSa-

vebinaT mkurnalobis kursi, Sedegi ar gamoiRo.

iyo periodi, roca genderuli disforiis mqone

individTa gankurnebas fsiqotropuli preparate-

bisa da biologiuri sqesis Sesabamisi hor-

monebiT cdilobdnen. am eqsperimentebma pacientTa

janmrTelobis mkveTri gauareseba gamoiwvia da

bevr maTgans cxovreba samudamod dausaxiCrda. 

1966 wels gamoqveynda amerikeli mecnieris henri

benjaminis naSromi "transeqsualobis fenomeni",

romelmac Secvala manamde arsebuli warmodgenebi

TRANSSEXUALITY

Transsexuals are people whose gender identities are
different to their biological sex. In most cases, the dis-
comfort created by this lack of correspondence can be
observed from an early age. A person feels as though
they are trapped in someone else's body. The desire
to live and be recognized by society as belonging to
the gender they identify with leads them to seek to
change their biological sex through surgery and hor-
mone therapy.

ORIGINS  OF  TRANSSEXUALITY

Many scientists have sought to explain the phenome-
non of Transsexuality, though a single view of the origin
of Transsexuality has yet to be arrived at. Among the
most common opinions today is that both biological
and psychological factors contribute to a person being
a transsexual. Despite significant differences across
cultures, transsexuals can be found within every ethnic
group, which some researchers believe can be consid-
ered indirect confirmation of the assertion that
Transsexuality is a biological phenomenon. 

The first records of attempts to change a person's sex
date back to the second half of the 19th century.
Formal scientific research into the phenomenon, how-
ever, began much later, in the 1940s-50s. For a long
time transsexuals were simply labelled as "mentally ill",
a tag that provided a simple explanation for this phe-
nomenon. Researchers attempted in vain to under-
stand Transsexuality in a purely psychiatric context and

develop treatment
methods accord-
ingly. There was a
time when a vari-
ety of experiments
were conducted to
"treat" Gender
Identity Disorder

with psychotropic drugs and doses of the relevant sex
hormones. These experiments caused great damage to
a number of the patients' health and left many disfig-
ured for life. 

In 1966 American researcher Harry Benjamin pub-
lished a work entitled "The Transsexual Phenomenon"
which changed many people's conceptions of the
nature of Transsexuality. Benjamin was the first to
study Transsexuality from an academic perspective. He
came up the "Benjamin Scale", which classifies differ-
ent types of transsexuals and is used by doctors to dis-

1111

ttrraannsseeqqssuuaalleebbss

uuwwooddeebbeenn  aaddaammiiaanneebbss,,

rroommeellTTaa  ggeennddeerruullii

iiddeennttoobbaa  ggaannssxxvvaavvddeebbaa

mmaaTTii  bbiioollooggiiuurrii

ssqqeessiissggaann  ..

Transsexuals are
people whose gender
identities are
different with their
biological sex.



transeqsualobis bunebaze. swored benjaminma

Seiswavla pirvelad transeqsualoba mecnieruli

kuTxiT da SeimuSava Skala, romelsac benjaminis

Skalas uwodeben. mdgomareoba, romlis Sedegadac

dasaSvebad miiCneva hormonaluri da qirurgiuli

Careva biologiuri sqesis Secvlis mizniT, am

Skalaze aRniSnulia rogorc "WeSmariti transeq-

sualoba".

genderuli  disforiis  mkuraloba

mkurnalobis mTavari mizani genderul identobasa

da biologiur sqess Soris harmoniis miRwevis

xelSewyobaa. transeqsualobis SemTxvevaSi ki, es

rTuli da mravalsafexuriani procesia, romelic

moicavs: socialur adaptacias (genderul idento-

basTan Sesabamisi garegnuli ieri, saxelis Secvla

da sxv.), hormonaluri Terapiasa da qirurgiul

operacias. Tumca, am procedurebamde bevr qve-

yanaSi, iseve rogorc CvenTan, aucilebelia mimar-

Tva seqsologTan da Sesabamisi daskvnis miReba. 

transeqsualTa erTi nawili aprotestebs amgvar

proceduras da Tvlis, rom es uxeS Carevas

warmoadgens mis TviTgansazRvrasa da arCevanSi.

Tumca, amas Tavisi mizezebi aqvs. saqme imaSia,

rom sqesis Secvlis survili SeiZleba rome-

lime fsiqikuri daavadebiT iyos gamowveuli da

ar ukavSirdebodes transeqsualobas. diagnozi

"WeSmariti transseqsualoba" dgeba mxolod mas

Semdeg, rac gamoiricxeba fsiqikuri aSlilobis

arseboba da garkveuli somaturi daavadebebi,

romlebic hormonaluri TerapiisTvis ukuCvenebas

warmoadgenen. garda amisa, dakvirvebis procesi

sakmaod didi xani grZeldeba (1-dan 2 wlamde),

raTa dadasturdes, rom diskomfortis SegrZneba

da sakuTari genderis araadekvaturobis gancda

droebiTi ki ara, mudmivi procesia. 

amis Semdeg pirovnebas SeuZlia Caitaros hormon-

aluri Terapiis kursi, romelic saSualebas mis-

cems mas garegnulad gamoiyurebodes Tavisi

fsiqikurad identificirebuli sqesis Sesabamisad.

TiToeuli individisTvis hormonaluri Terapiis

sqema specifiurad SeirCeva organizmis yvela Tavi-

seburebis, fiziologiis da garegnuli parametrebis

mixedviT, amitom, es procesi sakmaod rTulia da

moiTxovs maRalkvalificiuri specialistebis
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tinguish between "true transsexuals", who need surgi-
cal and/or hormonal treatment, and those who do not.

TREATING  GENDER  IDENTITY  DISORDER

The main aim of treatment efforts these days is to
achieve harmony between gender identity and biologi-
cal sex. For transsexuals, this is often a complicated
and multi-step process which includes social adapta-
tion (acquiring an external appearance corresponding
to gender identity, changing one's name, etc.), hor-
mone therapy and sex reassignment surgery. Laws in
most countries, however, require that potential sex
reassignment surgery patients hold consultations with
sexologists before undergoing these procedures.

Some transsexuals object to this requirement, saying
that it constitutes a gross violation of their right to
choose and determine their own identity. The one rea-

son for this is the fact
that in exceptional
cases  a desire to
change one's sex is
often linked to psycho-
logical problems and
not conditioned by gen-
uine Transsexuality. A
diagnosis of "true trans-
sexual" can be made

only after psychiatric problems and somatic problems
arising as a contraindication of hormone therapy are
ruled out. Furthermore, candidates for sex reassign-
ment surgery are often placed under pre-operation
observation for one or two years so that it can be con-
firmed that their feeling of discomfort arising from the
lack of correspondence between biological sex and
gender identity is not a temporary phenomenon. 

After undergoing thorough observation, the transsexu-
als are given hormone therapy, which allows them to
physically resemble the sex with which they identify
themselves. The course of hormone therapy treatment
chosen is highly individual and based on each person's
physiological characteristics. The process is quite com-
plicated and requires the involvement of highly quali-
fied specialists. Hormone drugs must not be used with-

ttrraannsseeqqssuuaallss,,  iisseevvee

rrooggoorrcc  yyvveellaa  ssxxvvaass,,

SSeeiiZZlleebbaa  hhqqoonnddeess  

hheetteerroo,,  bbii  aann

hhoommoosseeqqssuuaalluurrii

oorriieennttaacciiaa..
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Carevas. dauSvebelia hormonaluri preparatebis

TviTneburi miReba. aman SeiZleba janmrTelo-

bisaTvis saSiSi procesebi gamoiwvios organizmSi.

hormonoTerapiis kursis xangrZlivoba

dakavSirebulia im SedegTan, romelic gvinda

miviRoT, SeiZleba, amas ramdenime Tve dasWirdes,

Tumca, umravles SemTxvevaSi mTeli cxovrebis

ganmavlobaSi grZeldeba. hormonoTerapiis gar-

kveul etapze organizmis garkveuli maCveneblebi

iZleva saSualebas, Catardes qirurgiuli koreq-

cia, anu sqesisTvis damaxasiaTebeli anatomiuri

niSnebis qirurgiulad Camoyalibeba.

arsebobs miTi, rom msgavsi qirurgiuli opera-

ciebi amcirebs organizmis sicocxlisunarianobas,

rasac oficialuri medicina usafuZvlobis gamo

ar adasturebs.

transeqsualoba  da  seqsualuri  orientacia

transeqsualobasa da homoseqsualobas xSirad

ureven erTmaneTSi. Secdoma xSir SemTxvevaSi

imiTac SeiZleba aixsnas, rom zogierTi transeq-

suali, romelsac aqvs biologiurad, vTqvaT, qalis

sxeuli, Tavs mamakacad aRiqvams, heteroseqsu-

aluri orientaciisaa da seqsualur da emociur

ltolvas qalis mimarT ganicdis. Tuki, qirur-

giul koreqciamde seqsualuri kavSirebi qalTan

hqonda, mas aRiqvamen, rogorc lesbosels da ara

rogorc transeqsuals.

transeqsualoba dakavSirebulia genderul

TviTidentifikaciasTan, uSualo TviTaRqmasTan,

seqsualuri orientacia ki imis aRsaniSnavad

gamoiyeneba, Tu romeli sqesis adamianis mimarT

ganicdis individi emociur da seqsualur

ltolvas. transeqsuals, iseve, rogorc yvela

sxvas, SeiZleba, hqondes hetero, bi an homoseqsu-

aluri orientacia. 

mmaassaallaa    mmooaammzzaaddaa  ssaaiinnffoorrmmaacciioo  ssaammeeddiicciinnoo

ffssiiqqoollooggiiuurrmmaa  cceennttrrmmaa  ""TTaannaaddggoommaa""

out close supervision, as they can cause serious health
problems. 

The duration of the hormone therapy programme is
determined by what results are desired. It could last for
few months, though in most cases it is a lifelong
process. At a certain stage of the hormone therapy, cer-
tain indicators may show that the body is ready for sex
reassignment surgery.

Some believe that such surgical operations reduce a
person's lifespan. Most doctors, however, dismiss this
as "myth".

TRANSSEXUALITY  AND  SEXUAL  ORIENTATION

Transsexuality
and homosexual-
ity are distinctly
different con-
cepts which
often overlap
one another. This
mistake can
often be

explained as follows: some transsexuals who are physi-
cally female see themselves as in fact being heterosex-
ual males and are physically attracted to females. If
such a person has sexual relations with a woman
before undergoing sex reassignment surgery, then that
person is seen by most to be a lesbian and not a trans-
sexual. 

"Transsexuality" is linked to how a person views their
gender identity whereas the term "sexual orientation" is
used to define members of which sex a given person is
emotionally and sexually attracted to. A transsexual,
just like anyone else, can be heterosexual, bisexual or
homosexual.

Contributed  by  Informational  Medical  Psycological
Centre  TANADGOMA

A transsexual, just
like anyone else, can
be heterosexual,
bisexual or
homosexual. 
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Cole,  C.,  O'Boyle,  M.,  Emory,  L.,  and  Meyer,  W  (1997).  "Comorbidity of Gender Dysphoria and Other Major Psychiatric Diagnoses," Archives of Sexual Behavior,
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organizatorebi da monawileebi problemis winaSe Tavidanve

dadgnen. konferenciis gaxsnaze maspinZel organizacias dageg-

mili hqonda ocdaaTmetriani cisartyelis droSis gaSla

vilniusis ratuSis moedanze. es unda yofiliyo erTgvari

reaqcia vilniusis municipalitetis gadawyvetilebaze,

romelmac adgilobrivi lgbt organizaciebis mier dagegmili

solidarobis marSis gamarTva akrZala. meriam qalaqSi mimd-

inare saremonto samuSaobi moimizeza da cisartyelis droSa

arc amjerad gaSlila vilniusSi. amas kidev erTi incidenti

mohyva. imave saRamos, klub “sohos” SesasvlelTan, sadac kon-

ferenciis delegatebi iyvnen, ori mbolavi naRmi afeTqda. 

sirTuleebs aravin Sepuebia da konferenciam meore dRes

Cveul ritmSi ganagrZo muSaoba. Tumca, Sesvenebaze gamosuli

monawileebi kidev erTi protestis mowmeni gaxdnen. adgilo-

brivi demonstrantebis mcire jgufma saprotesto aqcia im

sastumros win gamarTa, sadac konferencia mimdinareobda.

plakatze didi asoebiT daweril mTavar Setyobinebas "litva

geebisagan Tavisaufali zona iqneba" demonstrantTa cxraka-

ciani jgufi im uryevi argumentiT amagrebda, rom "litva

patara qveyanaa, romelSic tradiciebs did pativs scemen". am

argumentma samSoblo gagvaxsenda da emociebis gaurkveveli

nazavi mogveria. yvela es incidenti msoflio mediis

yuradRebis centrSi moxvda. am yovelivem ki, naTlad daanaxa

msoflios, rom deklarirebuli da qaRaldze dawerili

Tanasworoba bevrs arafers niSnavs da realurad, igi

At the start of the conference, organizers and participants faced a
problem: the organization hosting the conference had planned to
unfurl a 30-metre rainbow flag on Vilnius' central square. This should
have been a reaction to the Vilnius municipal government's decision
to forbid a group of local LGBT organizations from holding a planned
pride march in the city. This time the city government cited ongoing
repair works as the reason and in so doing again thwarted public
LGBT activities. 

That same evening two smoke bombs were detonated by the
entrance to a club where a number of the conference participants
had gathered. 

But these complications deterred no-one and the conference pro-
ceeded as planned the second day. However, even then some partici-
pants bore witness to yet another incident as they stepped out of the
hotel for a break. A small group of locals staged an anti-gay rally out-
side the venue. They carried placards communicating their central
message: "Lithuania will be a no-gay zone". The nine demonstrators
bolstered their argument by saying: "Lithuania is a small country

""llggbbtt  uufflleebbeebbii  aaddaammiiaanniiss  uufflleebbeebbiiaa

-  ppaattiivviisscceemmaa,,  aaRRiiaarreebbaa  ddaa  ppaassuuxxiissmmggee-

bblloobbaa""  -  swored am deviziT gaimarTa

ilga evropis rigiT me-11 yovelwli-

uri konferencia. 25-28 oqtombers

litvis dedaqalaq vilniusSi TiTqmis

mTeli evropidan 200-mde delegati

Seikriba Sesrulebuli samuSaos

Sefasebis, arsebuli problemebis

ganxilvisa da samomavlo perspeqtive-

bis dasaxvis mizniT. 

"LGBT  rights  are  human  rights  -  respect,
recognition  and  responsibility"  -  It was under
this banner that ILGA Europe held its 11th
annual conference on 25-28 October in
Vilnius, Lithuania. Some 200 delegates from
across Europe arrived to take part in the
event in order to assess the work that has
been done in the field over the past year and
discuss existing problems and prospects for
the future.

REPORTAGE
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iillggaa  eevvrrooppiiss  kkoonnffeerreenncciiaa

ILGA  EUROPE  CONFERENCE  IN  VILNIUS



ubrZolvelad, mainc ar moipoveba. 

am mcire eqscesebma araTu xeli SeuSala konfer-

enciis Catarebas, aramed monawileebSi kidev ufro

gaaZliera nayofieri muSaobis survili. konferen-

cia tradiciulad mravalferovani

gamodga da es mxolod cisartyelis

ferebSi ar gamoxatula, romelic ase

uxvad iyo irgvliv. gaimarTa 2 Ria

diskusia, 5 plenaruli sxdoma da 21

Tematuri sesia, romlTa msvlelobisas

mravali saintereso sakiTxi iqna ganx-

iluli. Sefasda ilga evropis mier

erTi wlis manZilze gaweuli muSaoba,

wevrebs waredginaT axali strate-

giuli gegma da is SesaZleblobebi,

romelsac, lgbt aqtivizmisTvis metad

mniSvnelovani, adamianis uflebebis

dacvis axali instrumentebi iZleva. gansakuTre-

biT mniSvnelovania, is tendencia, rom dReisaTvis

muSaoba SesaZlebeli xdeba ara mxolod evropul

institutebTan, aramed, iseT saerTaSoriso

organizaciebTan, rogoricaa gaero da euTo. 

STambeWdavi iyo sxvadasxva samTavrobaTSoriso

institutis, parlamentebisa da ombudsmenebis

warmomadgenelTa uSualo da saqmiani moxsenebebi.

aman kidev erTxel daadastura, rom msoflios is

nawili, romelTan integraciasac ase cdilobs Cveni

qveyana, gmobs diskriminacias seqsualuri ori-

entaciisa da genderuli TviTgamoxatvis niadagze. 

mniSvnelovani iyo aRmasrulebeli sabWos

arCevnebic. dadebiTi Sefaseba daimsaxura

saqarTveloSi lgbt moZraobis ganviTarebasaTvis

Cveni organizaciis mier gaweulma muSaobamac. amis

aRiarebis erT-erT niSnad isic miviCnieT, rom

fond inkluzivis Tavmjdomare, paata sabelaSvili

ilgas aRmasrulebeli sabWos sarezervo wevrad

airCies. garda amisa, delegatebs waredginaT ilga

evropisa da holandiis lgb asociaciis (COC
Netherlands) mier momzadebuli angariSi saqar-

TveloSi lgbt adamianebis mdgomareobis Sesaxeb.

yovelive erTad ki imis maniSnebeli iyo, rom

saqarTveloSi lgbt uflebebis dacvas evropa

seriozulad uyurebs. 

konferenciis dasasruls, tradiciisamebr, Catarda

kenWisyra, romlis mizanic 2009 wels ilga

evropis konferenciis maspinZeli organizacia da

adgili unda gamoevlina. delegatebis arCevani

amjerad valetaze SeCerda. momaval wels ki ilga

evropis konferencias avstriis dedaqalaqi

umaspinZlebs.

which greatly respects traditions". This argument remind-
ed us of our homeland and inspired an indescribable mix
of feelings. All of the aforementioned incidents made it to
the centre of attention of the world media and clearly
showed the world that declarations of equality and writ-

ten documents to this
effect mean little and that
this equality must be
fought for. 

These minor excesses did
not hinder the holding of
the conference, but rather
further strengthened par-
ticipants' resolve to work
fruitfully. The conference,
as per tradition, was
diverse. This was manifest-

ed not only in the rainbow colours all around. Two open
discussions, five plenary meetings and 21 thematic ses-
sions were held at which many interesting issues were
discussed. The work of ILGA Europe over the past year
was discussed and members were presented with a
strategic plan and familiarized with the opportunities that
have arisen for LGBT activism thanks to the new and sig-
nificant human rights protection instruments. Of particu-
lar importance is the fact that more and more possibili-
ties to work not only with European institutions, but also
with international institutions such as the UN and OSCE
have been emerging.  

The reports presented by intergovernmental institutions,
parliaments and ombudsman representatives were par-
ticularly impressive and once again confirmed that the
part of the world with which our country so desperately
wants to integrate condemns discrimination on the basis
of sexual orientation and gender identity.

Also of significance was the election for the executive
committee. One sign that work performed by our organi-
zation in the field of fostering the LGBT movement in
Georgia was positively viewed was the fact that the
President of the Inclusive Foundation, Paata Sabelashvili,
was elected a reserve member of the Executive Board.
Delegates were presented with a report drawn up by ILGA
Europe and COC Netherlands on the condition of LGBT
persons in Georgia, which is yet another signal that
Europe is taking a serious look at the protection of LGBT
rights in Georgia. 

At the end of the conference, a vote was held to select
the host organization and location of the 2009 ILGA
Europe conference. Majority of participants went for
Valletta, in Malta. Next year's conference will be held in
Austrian capital.
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JJuurrnnaallii  ""mmee""::  ZZvviirrffaassoo  DDddeebboorraa,,  rrooggoorrcc  iicciiTT,,  CCvveennii  JJuurrnnaa-

lliiss  eess  nnoommeerrii  eeZZRRvvnneebbaa  ttrraannssggeennddeerriiss  ssaaxxkkiiTTxxss..  TTuu  SSeeiiZZlleebbaa,,

ggvviiaammbbeeTT,,  aamm  ssffeerrooSSii  mmuuSSaaoobbiiss  TTqqvveennii  ggaammooccddiilleebbaa..  

debora  lambiloti: italiaSi vcxovrobdi, roca Cems sruliad

Cveulebriv samsaxurSi Riad gamovacxade, rom transgenderi var,

kolegebma miTxres: rogor SeiZleba, Sen transseqsuali iyo, Sen

xom meZavi ara xaro. ai, aseTi iyo suraTi maSin, roca me viwyeb-

di Arci-s italiur organizaciaSi muSaobas, transgenderis

ganxriT. aqcents vakeTebdiT regionaluri warmomadgenlobebis

gaZlierebaze, vaswavlidiT maT, rogor momsaxurebodnen xalxs,

magaliTad, cxeli xaziT an sxva msgavsi saSualebebiT. para-

lelurad 3 Svilobil organizaciaSi muSaobis manZilze (Arci Gay,
Arci Lesbica da Arci Trans) vcdilobdi, trans sakiTxebi wina

planze wamomewia zogadad lgbt organizaciebis samuSao dRis

wesrigSi. milanSi gei mamakacebis winaaRmdegoba mohyva im faqts,

rom maT Tavmjdomared amirCies da amas garda, Arci Gay-s
erovnuli sabWos wevric gavxdi. lesbosel qalad aRviqvamdi

Tavs da mas Semdeg, rac Arci-Si geebi da lesboselebi erTmaneTs

gamoeyvnen, me viyavi pirveli lesboseli, romelic gei sabWos

wevri gaxda. lesboselebTan kontaqtis damyareba aseve sakmaod

rTuli saqme aRmoCnda, radgan maSin, izolacionizmis pirobebSi,

lesboselebis “qaminauTis” done dabali iyo. 

mmee::  ““qqaammiinnaauuTTss””  mmaarrTTllaacc  rroomm  ggaaddaammwwyyvveettii  mmnniiSSvvnneelloobbaa  aaqqvvss

ssoocciiaalluurrii  ccvviilleebbeebbiiss  ddaassaaCCqqaarreebbllaadd..  rrooggoorrii  iiyyoo  TTqqvveennii

ssaajjaarroo  ““qqaammiinnaauuTTiiss””  ggaammooccddiilleebbaa??

dl: transgenderi adamianisTvis “qaminauTi” gacilebiT rTuli

ramaa, vidre lesboselebis, geebisa Tu biseqsualebisaTvis. erT-

erT satelevizio gadacemaSi momiwvies dasaqmebasTan dakav-

Sirebul sakiTxebze sasaubrod da namdvilad ar velodi, rom

Jurnalistebi Cems pirad cxovrebas Seexebodnen. maT operaciis

Sesaxeb damiwyes kiTxvebis dasma. maSin me, ubralod, vupasuxe,

Deborah Lambillotte is intersexual gender activist. After years of
involvement in the Italian Arcigay, Arcilesbica and ArciTrans, she
returned to Belgium in 2002. She is now member of the executive
board of the Holebifederatie - the Flemish LGB umbrella organisa-
tion - where she is responsible for transnational projects. She also
co-ordinates the local section of Vieux Rose, as well as being an
active member of the trans working party of ILGA-Europe and mem-
ber of the Executive Board of this organization.

Me:  Dear  Deborah,  as  you  know  this  issue  of  our  magazine  is  dedicat-
ed  to  transgender  issues.  We  would  like  to  hear  your  story  of  transgen-
der  activism.  

Deborah  Lambillotte: I lived in Italy. When I had started coming out at
my regular job as a transgender person my colleagues told me "You
cannot be transsexual, you are not a prostitute". This was the picture

debora lambiloti interseqsuali

aqtivistia. italiur gei organizaciebSi

(Arcigay, Arcilesbica da ArciTrans) muSaobis
Semdeg, 2002 wels is belgiaSi dabrun-

da. amJamad is lgb qolga organizaciis

holebifederaciis (Holebifederatie)
aRmasrulebeli sabWos wevria, sadac

saerTaSoriso proeqtebs xelmZ-

Rvanelobs. amavdroulad debora Vieux
Rose-s adgilobrivi ganyofilebis koor-

danatori da ilga evropis aRmas-

rulebeli sabWosa da transgenderTa

sakiTxebze momuSave jgufis wevria.

I N T E R V I E W

i nterv iu

iinntteerrvviiuu  ddeebboorraa  llaammbbiilloottTTaann

INTERVIEW  with DEBORAH  LAMBILLOTTE



rom namdvilad mqonda operacia gakeTebuli da Tavs

mSvenivrad vgrZnobdi. Jurnalistebi Camacivdnen, Cemi

piradi cxovrebis detalebi ainteresebdaT da mec

iZulebuli gavxdi, meTqva, diax, orgazmi mqonda-

meTqi. Cemis mxriv, moviTxove, rom interviudan es

epizodi ar amoeWraT. samwuxaroa, magram jer kidev

gvixdeba televiziasTan kontaqtisgan Tavis

Sekaveba... amas garda, me viyavi pirveli lesboseli,

romelmac orientaciis Sesaxeb satelevizio eTerSi

ganacxada: Jurnalistebi dainteresdnen, megobari

mamakaci Tu myavda. maSin kidev erTi “qaminauTi”

movaxdine, rom mamakacebs ar vxvdebi da lesboseli

var. gadacemis wamyvani SokSi Cavarda, Tavi ver

Seikava da wamoiZaxa: "es ra jandaba xdebao".

darbazSi erTi fsiqologi ijda, romelmac wamyvanis

kiTxvis sapasuxod daadastura, diax, es yvelaferi

Zalian normaluriao.

mmee::  TTqqvveenn  zzooggaaddaadd  aarrsseebbuullii  wwiinnaasswwaarrggaannwwyyoobbeebbii

aaxxsseenneeTT..  ggrrZZnnoobbTT  TTuu  aarraa,,  rroomm  mmssggaavvssii  rraamm  ttrraannss-

ggeennddeerreebbiiss  mmiimmaarrTTaacc  xxddeebbaa  llggbb  ssaazzooggaaddooeebbaaSSii??    

dl: ra Tqma unda, aseTi winaswarganwyobebi arse-

bobs. adamianebs ama Tu im movlenisa eSiniaT, radgan

ara aqvT infromacia, ar esmiT, ra aris es. miuxe-

davad imisa, rom me geebis politikur jgufs war-

movadgendi, gansakuTrebuli wveulebebis dros gei

klubebSi Sesvla mainc ar SemeZlo. qalebic

winaaRmdegni iyvnen, rom adamiani, romelic qalad ar

dabadebula, qalTa organizaciis sabWoSi airCies.

meores mxriv, unda vTqva, rom transseqsualebs

Sorisac aris gavrcelebuli winaswarganwyoba lgb-

ebis mimarT. Cveulebriv, transseqsualebi hetero

orientirebulebi arian da maSin dgeba genderuli

identobis problema. isini Tvlian, rom avad arian

da Sesabamisi mkuranlobis Semdeg, sazogadoebis

Cveulebrivi wevrebi gaxdebian. amitomac, ar surT,

asocirdebodnen lgb-ebTan. isini uaryofaSi

cxovroben, radganac TavianTi cxovrebis adreul

etapze ar cdiloben, gaumklavdnen genderuli iden-

tobis problemas. 

mmee::  ggeennddeerruullii  rroolleebbii......  rrooggoorr  zzeemmooqqmmeeddeebbaass

aaxxddeennss  ggeennddeerruullii  rroolleebbii  aaqqttiivviizzmmzzee??

dl: mamakacebi da qalebi, romlebic Tanasworo-

bisTvis ibrZvian, erT politikur mizans eswrafvian.

problema isaa, rom maTi midgomebia gansxvavebuli.

rac Seexeba samuSaos, geebi yovelTvis dominireben.

isini axdenen tipiuri mamakacuri saqcielis demon-

strirebas, iseve, rogorc nebismier sxva sajaro

sferoSi. maSin, roca qalebi cdiloben, gaiazron,

razea saubari da ar erevian, Tuki es Careva

gadaudebeli ar aris. Sesabamisad, isini yovelTvis

CamorCebian. 

when I was starting a national ARCI  Trans group by
focusing on strengthening regional chapters, giving
them training on how to run services like helpline and
similar. I pursued the path of mainstreaming the trans
issues in overall LGBT activism through membership to
3 umbrella organizations ARCI Gay, ARCI Lesbica and
ARCI Trans. It provoked controversy among gay men in
Milan when I was elected as their chair person and so
became a member of national board of ARCI Gay. I per-
ceived myself a lesbian woman and since splitting gays
and lesbians in ARCI I was the first lesbian on a gay
Board. Making contacts with lesbians was also some-
what challenging due to isolationism and low level of
coming out among lesbians at that time. 

Me:  Coming  out  is  indeed  a  crucial  thing  for  pushing  for
social  transformation.  What  was  your  experience  of  pub-
lic  coming  out?

DL: Coming out as a transgender person is always hard-
er compared to that of LGB persons. A TV programme
was related to employment issues and I never expected
that journalists will shift to my personal life. They start-
ed asking me about surgery. I would reply that I have
gone through the surgery and that everything was fine
indeed. Journalists insisted on responding on my private
life and I had to say that yes, I did have an orgasm.
From my side, I insisted that they did not cut this
episode from my interview. Unfortunately, we still need
to take measures to protect ourselves while contacting
televisions… I also was the first lesbian to come out on
TV. Then the journalist started asking about boyfriend.
And then I had to make another coming out and say
that I do not date men, and that I am a lesbian. TV
anchor was shocked and could not refrain from saying
"What the hell is going on here". Auditorium included a
psychologist that in response to the anchor's question
confirmed that what I said was certainly a normal thing.  

Me:  You  talked  about  prejudice  in  society.  Could  you
sense  a  prejudice  toward  transgender  among  LGB  com-
munity?    

DL: Of course there is a prejudice. People are afraid of
certain phenomenon as they do not have information or
understanding of it. Although I represented a gay politi-
cal group, I was still unable to enter gay clubs during
special events. Women also would mind to have person
not born as a woman elected in a women organization
board. On the other hand there is a prejudice among
transsexual persons toward LGB. Transsexuals usually
have hetero preference. And then there is a problem of
gender identity. They think they are ill, will be cured and
accepted as regular members of the society. Therefore,
they do not want to associate with LGB. They live in
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mmee::  TTqqvveenn  iissaauubbrreeTT  iittaalliiaaSSii  TTqqvveennii  ssaaqqmmiiaannoobbiiss

SSeessaaxxeebb..  iillggaa-SSii  mmuuSSaaoobbiiss  rraa  ggaammooccddiilleebbaa  ggaaqqvvTT??

dl:  ilga evropis konferenciaze pirvelad 4 wlis

win Camovedi da sabWos wevrad amirCies. ilga

Zalian did yuradRebas aqcevs Tavis sabWoSi

sxvadasxva genderebis reprezentacias. maT sabWoSi

Cemi mowveva moisurves, radgan erTma wevrma, romel-

ic aseve transgenderi iyo, sabWo datova da amas

garda, me mqonda ilga evropasTan TanamSromlobiT

transgenderis sakiTxebze muSaobis gamocdileba.

ilga evropaSic mimdinareobda diskusiebi transgen-

deris sakiTxebze. me vcade, amexsna, rom Tu Cven

evropuli institutebis winaSe efeqtur lobirebas

vapirebT, saWiroa, SevqmnaT Zlieri, didi evropuli

transgender organizacia. ilga evropis daxmarebiT

moxerxda evropis transgender qselis Seqmna da

misi sicocxlisunarian, stabilur organizaciad

qceva. registraciis sakiTxis gadauWrelobis gamo

am jgufs Tanxebis moZieba ar SeeZlo. dafinanseba,

kvlevis Casatareblad, ilga evropam moupova.

ilga aseve mxars uWerda am jgufis veb-gverds.

amJamad belgiaSi vcxovrob da iqac vinteresdebi,

ratom svamen transgenderis sakiTxebs dRis

wesrigSi. vcdilob, gavarkvio, amas politkoreqtu-

lobis gamo akeTeben Tu gacnobierebulad miiRes

aseTi gadawyvetileba. Tu es mxolod politkore-

qtulobis gamo xdeba, garwmunebT, namdvilad ar

moitans Sedegs.

mmee::  CCvveenn  yyoovveellTTvviiss  vvTTxxoovvTT  CCvveennss  rreessppoonnddeenntteebbss,,

mmkkiiTTxxvveelleebbss  ppiirraaddaadd  mmiimmaarrTToonn..  ZZaalliiaann  ccoottaa  kkoonn-

ttaaqqttii  ggvvaaqqvvss  ttrraannssggeennddeerr aaddaammiiaanneebbTTaann.. rraass  uussuurr-

vveebbddiiTT  iimm  aaddaammiiaannss,,  rroommeelliicc  aaxxllaa  ttrraannssggeennddee-

rriissaaddmmii  mmiiZZRRvvnniill  JJuurrnnaalliiss  aamm  nnoommeerrss  kkiiTTxxuulloobbss??  

dl: principSi, Cemi survilebi saqarTvelos mTel

lgbt sazogadoebas miemarTeba. Cemi azriT, ukve

aRar aris is dro, roca lgbt uflebebisTvis unda

vibrZoloT, axla ukve seqsualuri orientaciis,

genderuli identobisa da gamoxatvis mravalferov-

nebisaTvis unda vibrZoloT. yvelas aqvs seqsu-

aluri orientacia, genderuli identoba da gamox-

atva. roca sazogadoebriv aqtivizmze vlapa-

rakobT, aucilebelia, yvelam daafasos mravalfer-

ovneba. ara aqvs mniSvneloba, adamiani les-

boselia, geia, biseqsualia, transgenderia Tu het-

eroseqsuali, mizani erTia - diskriminaciasTan

brZola. da maSin, aqtivizmSi adgili aRar eqneba

Sida winaswarganwyobebs. 
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denial as they do not try to address gender identity
problem at the early stage of their lives. 

Me:  Gender  roles…  How  does  that  affect  an  activism?

DL: Men and women while fighting for equality have a
similar political goal. The problem is that the approach-
es differ. During work, gays always dominate. They
demonstrate typical male behavior like in any public
field. Whereas women try to see what is being said and
do not step in unless it is urgent. Therefore they remain
backward. 

Me:  You  spoke  of  your  activism  legacy  in  Italy.  What  is
your  experience  in  ILGA?  

DL: I first came to ILGA Europe conference four years
ago and was elected as a Board member. ILGA pays a
lot of attention to the gender representation on its
Board. They wanted me on the Board as the other trans-
gender person left and I had experience of working on
transgender issues with ILGA Europe before. In ILGA
Europe too, there were discussions on transgender
issues. I then tried to explain that if we are to lobby
effectively in front of European Institutions we also need
to bring up a strong European wide transgender organi-
zation. ILGA Europe then helped to start European
Transgender Network and actually ensured its viability
and sustainability. This group could not fundraise due to
a registration issue and ILGA Europe acquired funding
for this group to carry out the research. ILGA also sup-
ported a website of this group. In Belgium too, that is
my home country now, I had to see why do people put
transgender issues on the agenda? I try to understand
whether they do this because of political correctness or
this is an informed decision. If it is the political correct-
ness issue only, then it certainly will not work. 

Me:  We  always  ask  our  interviewees  to  get  personal  with
our  reader.  We  have  very  few  contacts  with  transgender
persons.  What  would  you  wish  to  the  person  that  reads
this  transgender  issue  and  relates  to  it?  
DL: My wishes would in fact be directed to the whole
LGBT community in Georgia. In my opinion, it is no
longer an issue to fight for LGBT rights but rather for a
diversity in sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression. Everyone has a sexual orientation, a gender
identity and a gender expression. When it comes to the
activism all need to appreciate diversity. No matter
whether person is lesbian or gay, bisexual, transgender
or straight, there is one goal - to fight discrimination.
And then, you do not have internal prejudice problem in
an activism. 



1199

iustus aisfeldi TransGender
Europe-s Tavmjdomarea da lgbt

sakiTxebze 1994 wlidan muSaobs.

is COC Netherlands -Si muSaobda
konsultantad, aseve evroparlamen-

tis holandiel wevrTan, emine

bozkurtTan. misi iniciativiT

Seiqmna holandiuri tansgender

qseli. igi amsterdamsa da niu-

iorkSi cxovrobs. 

Justus Eisfeld is Chairperson of
TransGender Europe and has been an
LGBT activist since 1994. He worked for
COC Netherlands as policy and communi-
cations consultant, Dutch Member of the
European Parliament Emine Bozkurt and
initiated the Dutch Transgender Network.
He divides his time between Amsterdam
and New York.

JJuurrnnaallii  ""mmee""::  rrooggoorr  CCaaeerrTTeeTT  llggbbtt  aaqqttiivviizzmmSSii??  rraa

ggaammooccddiilleebbaa  ggqqoonnddaaTT  mmaannaammddee??

iustus  aisfeldi: Tavdapirvelad, muSaoba berli-

nis Tavisufali universitetis studentTa sabWos

lesboselTa ganyofilebaSi daviwye. maxsovs, 1994

wels, pirveli, rac gavakeTeT, organizaciis Lesbian
Avengers-is berlinis filialis daarseba iyo.

Lesbian Avengers -is saqmianoba praqtikuli

xasiaTis iyo, iseve rogorc SeerTebul StatebSi

moqmedi Queer Nation da Act Up. es organizacia
imitom SevqmeniT, rom sakmarisi yuradReba ar

eqceoda lesboseli qalebis saWiroebebs. erTxel,

berlinis saSobao bazrobaze, sajaro kocnis aqcia

CavatareT. aqcia warmatebuli aRmoCnda da Tan,

Zalian gagvaxalisa: daikebis devna, sajarod xvevna-

kocna da sakuTari lesboselobis Riad Cveneba,

marTlac saxaliso ram iyo. mogvianebiT, im jgu-

fis mesamedi romelTan erTadac daviwyeT saqmi-

anoba, transgenderi mamakacebi aRmoCndnen... mgoni,

Cven viyaviT erT-erTi yvelaze Tamami jgufi.

yovelTvis Rrmad mwamda, rom Tu Cemi uflebebi

irRveva, e.i. Sesabamisad, sxvebis uflebebic safrT-

xis qveS iqneba. Zalian politizebul ojaxSi gavi-

zarde - SenTvis jdoma da raRacis keTeba CvenTan

miuRebeli iyo. Tu SenTvis raimes akeTeb, sxvebis-

Me:  What  did  bring  you  to  LGBT  activism.  What  was  your
early  experience?

Justus  Eisfeld:  I started out in the lesbian department of
the Berlin Free University student's council. One of the
first actions that we did was to found the Berlin chapter
of the Lesbian Avengers - that was back in 1994. The
Lesbian Avengers were a groups directed at direct action
- a bit like Act Up for HIV/AIDS related work and Queer
Nation which were both other direct action groups in the
USA at the time. We started the Lesbian Avengers
because we felt that there wasn't enough attention for
the needs of lesbian women. One thing that we did was
a kiss-in at the big Christmas market in Berlin. It was a
nice success and lots of fun to do: running around
smooching as many dykes as possible and being overtly
lesbian was great fun. Later at least 1/3 of the original
group turned out to be guys after all. I guess we were
just the ones with the most rage in our guts. I have
always had the strong belief that if my rights are at stake
probably the rights of other people are at stake too. I

INTERVIEW  with JUSTUS  EISFELD

iinntteerrvviiuu  iiuussttuuss  aaiissffeellddTTaann
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Tvisac unda akeTo. hoda, ratom ar SevcvaloT

mTeli samyaro, raki saqmisTvis xeli mogvikidia?

ai, ase mzrdidnen. ase rom, roca 1993 wels, jer

lesboseloba vaRiare, xolo 2002 wels sajar-

od ganvacxade, rom transgenderi mamakaci viyavi,

sul imis SegrZneba mqonda, rom unda damecva

rogorc sakuTari, ise sxva adamianebis uflebebic.

mmee::  eevvrrooppaarrllaammeennttiiss  wweevvrriiss  aappaarraattSSiicc  mmuuSSaaoobbddiiTT..

ggaaggvviizziiaarreeTT  TTaannaammeeddrroovvee  ppoolliittiikkaaSSii  llggbbtt

ssaakkiiTTxxeebbiiss  SSeessaaxxeebb  TTqqvveennii  mmoossaazzrreebbaa..

iiaa::  lgbt sakiTxebTan dakavSirebuli procesebi am-

Jamad evropis sxvadasxva qveynebSi gansxvavebuli

tempiT viTardeba. evrokavSiris SigniT, lgbt aq-

tivistebis strategia gulisxmobda kanonTa erT-

gvari paketis Seqmnas, romelSic Sevidoda lgbt

sakiTxebisadmi pozitiurad ganwyobili kanonic.

evrokavSirSi miRebamde mTavrobebisTvis am

kanonTa paketis miReba savaldebuloa. radgan aq

kanonebis uazrmazar raodenobazea laparaki, bune-

brivia, erTi konretuli sakiTxi maSin did

debatebs ar iwvevda. samagierod, axla dadga

debatebis dro! amis magaliTia poloneTi. iq

lgbt sakiTxebi gacilebiT primitiul doneze

ganixileba (magaliTad, aqvT Tu ara lgbt adami-

anebs poloneTSi cxovrebis ufleba), vidre amas

Tavad poloneTis kanonmdebloba miiCnevs dasa-

Svebad (mag. poloneTSi arsebobs kanoni samuSao

adgilze diskriminaciisgan dacvis Sesaxeb).

kanoni am SemTxvevaSi gzamkvlevia da mas aucile-

blad sWirdeba mtkice dasaydreni sazogadoebaSic.

amitomac, mgonia, rom kanonebma, romlebic sazoga-

doebaze metad progresulia, sazogadoeba am gzaze

unda daayenos. Cven yvelas imedi gvaqvs, rom

saqarTvelos mosaxleobas adamianis uflebebi im

fundamentur Rirebulebad miaCnia, razedac sazoga-

doeba dgas. Semdegi nabiji, jogiakartas

principebis guldasmiT Seswavla da saqarTveloSi

mcxovrebi lgbt adamianTa uflebebis enaze maTi

adaptirebaa. es imitom ki ar unda moxdes, rom

qarTuli sazogadoeba aseTi progresulia, aramed,

imitom, rom qarTulma sazogadoebam aRiara, rom

mzadaa, pativi sces adamianis uflebebs.

mmee::  ssaaqqaarrTTvveellooss  ssaassaammaarrTTlloomm  mmiiiiRRoo  ggaaaaddwwyyvveettiillee-

bbaa,,  SSeeaavvssooss  ssaakkaannoonnmmddeebblloo  xxaarrvveezzii  ddaa  mmiisscceess

ttaarrnnssggeennddeerr  aaddaammiiaanneebbss  uufflleebbaa,,  SSeeiiccvvaalloonn  ppiirraaddoo-

bbiiss  ddaammaaddaassttuurreebbeellii  iiss  ddookkuummeenntteebbii,,  ssaaddaacc  ggeennddee-
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grew up in a very political family - just doing your own
stuff isn't our style, we always want to do it right for
others, too. Why not change the whole world while
you're at it - that kind of attitude. So when I came out
as a lesbian in 1993 and later as a transman in 2002
I always also had the strong feeling that I had to stand
up for a) my own rights and b) other's people's rights. 

Me:  You  worked  for  a  member  of  the  European
Parliament  and  might  want  to  share  your  outlook  at  LGBT
issues  in  modern  politics.
JE:  LGBT issues seem to be running at very different
paces in different places in Europe - within the EU the
strategy of LGBT activists was to make LGBT-friendly EU
law part of the required package of laws that had to be
adopted before accession. Because this was part of a
huge bulk of other laws that had to be passed by the

parliaments in
question there was
usually not a big
debate in society
about this particu-
lar issue at the
time - but that
debate is coming
back at us now! An
example is Poland:
there LGBT issues
are discussed at a
much lower level
(have LGBT people
a right to be there
in the first place)
than the existing
laws in Poland
(protection from
discrimination in

the workplace for example is a law in Poland) would
suggest. Laws should be leading the way and they need
to have a firm basis in society as well. Therefore I think
that laws that are actually more progressive than the
society should be used to lead the way in society. We all
hope of course that Georgian society believes that
Human Rights are a fundamental basis of society. The
next step then is to take the Yogyakarta Principles and
have a good look at how that translates into rights of
LGBT people in Georgia - not because Georgian society
is so progressive, but because Georgian society
agreed to the simple fact that human rights should be
respected. 

Me:  Georgian  court  made  decision  to  bridge  the  legisla-
tive  gap  and  grant  transgender  person  right  to  change  ID

“...The next step then is to
take the Yogyakarta
Principles and have a
good look at how that
translates into rights of
LGBT people in Georgia
- not because Georgian
society is so progres-
sive, but because
Georgian society
agreed to the simple
fact that human rights
should be respected”.  



rriiaa  aaRRnniiSSnnuullii..  TTuummccaa,,  ssaassaammaarrTTllooss  ggaaddaawwyyvveettiillee-

bbaa  mmoottiivviirreebbuullii  iiyyoo  iimm  ffaaqqttiiTT,,  rroomm  iimm  kkoonnkkrree-

ttuullmmaa  aaddaammiiaannmmaa  qqiirruurrggiiuullii  CCaarreevviiTT  SSeeiiccvvaallaa

ssqqeessii..  rrooggoorr  ffiiqqrroobbTT,,  ssaammaarrTTlliiaanniiaa  TTuu  aarraa  aasseeTTii

ggaaddaawwyyvveettiilleebbaa??  ddaa  ssaaeerrTToodd,,  rraass  ffiiqqrroobbTT  ttrraannss-

ggeennddeerrii  aaddaammiiaanneebbiissaaTTvviiss  ppiirraaddoobbiiss  ddaammaaddaassttuurreebbee-

llii  ddookkuummeenntteebbiiss  SSeeccvvlliiss  SSeessaaxxeebb??

iiaa::  Rrmad var darwmunebuli, rom sax-

elmwifo rac SeiZleba naklebad unda

ereodes samedicino procedurebSi.

Sesabamisad, saxelmwifom ar unda

moiTxovos, rom misma moqalaqem

Caitaros esa Tu is samedicino pro-

cedura, gansakuTrebiT, Tu es proce-

dura am adamianisTvis sulac araa

aucilebeli. profesionali medikosebi

bolo dros sul ufro xSirad

saubroben genderuli identobis

mravalferovnebis Sesaxeb.

Tavdapirvelad, yvelas miaCnda, rom

arseboben mxolod kacebi da qalebi.

Sesabamisad, arseboben transeqsualebi,

romelTac sWirdebaT sxeulis

gadakeTeba. es xorcieldebeoda imde-

nad, ramdenadac ganviTarebuli iyo

qirurgiuli saSualebebi. axla ufro

meti yuradReba eqceva naklebad Sav-

TeTr models: samedicino sferoSi

Cndeba sul ufro meti codna imis Sesaxeb, rom

"mamrobiTsa" da "mdedrobiT" polusebs Soris

arsebobs SesaZlo niuansebi. amas garda, arseboben

iseTi transgenderi adamianebi, romlebic sxeulis

SedarebiT msubuqi koreqciiTac dakmayofildebian

da bednierad icxovreben. xdeba aseve standar-

tuli samedicino mkurnalobis modelis gadasinj-

va: rac SeiZleba cota mkurnaloba, magram zustad

imdeni, ramdenic saWiroa. es midgoma samedicino

momsaxurebis yevla sferoSi aRwevs da sul ufro

metad gamoiyeneba transgenderebis SemTxvevaSi. ase

rom, medicinis ganviTarebis am etapze ukve aRar

miiCneva, rom yvela transseqsuals aucileblad

sWirdeba genitaliebze

qirurgiuli operacia.

Tu romelime qveynis

kanonmdebloba CamorCeba

samedicino teqnolo-

giebis ganviTarebas, es,

ra Tqma unda, Seqmnis

tranasgenderTa uflebe-

bis darRvevis

safuZvels. ufleba, iyo

saxelmwifos mier

aRiarebuli, adamianis

ZiriTadi uflebebis

erT-erTi nawilia da

amis Sesaxeb naTqvamia

jogiakartas

principebSi (1). rac

Tqven TqviT, es ukve

didi wingadadgmuli

nabijia im

transgenderebisTvis,

romlebic am gadawyvetilebis safuZvelze

Seicvlian dakomentebs. ase rom, es Svebaa xalxis

nawilisTvis. Tumca, arsebobs Zalian bevri trans-

genderi, romelTac ar surT, an ubralod ar

SeuZliaT operaciis gakeTeba (magaliTad, imitom,

rom fuli ara aqvT), romelTac es gadawyvetileba

arafers moutans. 
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“...SSeemmddeeggii  nnaabbiijjii,,
jjooggiiaakkaarrttaass  pprriinncciippeebbiiss

gguullddaassmmiiTT  SSeesswwaavvllaa  ddaa  mmaaTTii

aaddaappttiirreebbaaaa  ssaaqqaarrTTvveellooSSii

mmccxxoovvrreebbii  llggbbtt  aaddaammiiaannTTaa

uufflleebbeebbiiss  eennaazzee..  eess iimmiittoomm

kkii  aarr  uunnddaa  mmooxxddeess,,  rroomm

qqaarrTTuullii  ssaazzooggaaddooeebbaa  aasseeTTii

pprrooggrreessuulliiaa,,  aarraammeedd,,

iimmiittoomm,,  rroomm  qqaarrTTuullmmaa

ssaazzooggaaddooeebbaamm  aaRRiiaarraa,,  rroomm

mmzzaaddaaaa,,  ppaattiivvii  sscceess

aaddaammiiaanniiss  uufflleebbeebbss”..

documents  where  new  gender  was  marked.  Though,  the
court  decision  was  motivated  with  the  fact  that  person  had
undergone  the  genital  surgery.  Do  you  think  this  is  a  just
decision?  What  do  you  think  of  ID  change  procedure  for
transgender  persons?  
JE:  I believe that there should be as little interference of
the state with medical procedures as possible. Therefore
the state should not ask its citizens to undergo any (spe-
cific) kind of medical procedure, especially if that proce-
dure is not necessary for that person. What we see more
and more is a shift in thinking in the medical professional
world with regards to gender identity discrepancies. In
the beginning everybody thought that there were men
and women, and nothing in between, and that there were
people who were transsexual and required an adaptation

of the body that was as much surgically altered as techni-
cally possible. Now the focus is more towards a less
black & white kind of model: there is more and more
acknowledgement in the medical field that there are in
fact nuances possible in-between the two poles 'male'
and 'female', and that there are transgender people who
can live very happily with relatively small adaptations to
the body. There is a shift in thinking more towards the
standard medical model of treatment: As little treatment
as possible, and as much treatment as needed. This
forms the basis of all medical treatment and is more and
more applied to the treatment of transgender people as
well. So the medical field has actually evolved beyond the
notion that all transsexuals require genital surgery. That



mmee::  TTqqvveennii  aammJJaammiinnddeellii  ssaaqqmmiiaannoobbaa  ttrraannssggeennddeerruullii

qqsseelliiss  SSeeqqmmnnaass  uukkaavvSSiirrddeebbaa..  rraa  ggaammoocciiddlleebbaa  ddaaaagg-

rroovveeTT  ddaa  rroommeellii  ssaakkiiTTxxeebbiiss  ggaaTTvvaalliisswwiinneebbaaaa

aauucciilleebbeellii  ddRReevvaannddeelloobbaaSSii??  

iiaa:: transgenderuli qselis Seqmnis idea, TiTqos,

TavisTavad moicavs winaaRmdegobas. transgenderTa

bevr gaerTianebaSi, magaliTad, niderlandebSi,

germaniaSi da sxva dasavleT evropul qveynebSi,

arsebobs Sida winaaRmdegobebis xangrZlivi tradi-

cia. vfiqrob, is yoveldRiuri diskriminacia, rasac

transgenderebi yoveldRiurad da yvela fexis

nabijze ejaxebian, Zalian did pasuxismgeblobas

akisrebs am sazogadoebis yvela wevrs.

transgenderTa Soris bevria iseTi adamiani, visac

uWirs erTmaneTisgan ganasxvavos mteri da mokeTe.

isini imdenad miCveulni arian, rom aucileblad

Tavi unda daicvan yvelasagan, rom xSirad yvelas

erCian, viszedac xeli miuwvdebaT. maT Soris arcTu

iSviaTad xvdebian iseTi adaminebi, vinc transor-

ganizaciebSi muSaoben. am ganwyobis Secvla Zalian

Znelia da amisTvis didi ndobis mopovebaa saWiro.

niderlandebSi Cven ukve im dones mivaRwieT, rom,

bolos da bolos, transjgufebs erToblivi, nayo-

fieri muSaoba SeuZliaT. amas mTeli sami weli

dasWirda! Tavdapirvelad movawyve Sexvedra, sadac

erTmaneTs iseTi jgufis wevrebi Sexvdnen, vinc

wlebis manZilze ar elaparakebodnen erTmaneTs. am

jgufebs Soris ndobis gamosamuSaveblad bevri

Zalisxmeva da didi moTmineba gaxda saWiro. evro-

puli masStabis organizaciis marTva kidev ufro

rTulia. aq ara maqvs saubari mxolod im proble-

mebze, romlebic saerToa, aramed cxovrebis stilSi

kulturul gansxvavebebze, finansur SezRudvebsa

(TviTmfrinavis bileTebi Zviria!) da gamocdilebis

saSinel naklebobaze. 

zemoCamoTvlili porblemebs Tavi unda gavarTvaT.

TransGender Europe -s sami samuSao mimarTuleba

aqvs gamokveTili, romelsac saswafod esaWiroeba

yuradRebis miqceva:

* brZola Zaladobasa da diskriminaciasTan;

* trangenderTa adamianis fundamenturi uflebebis

pativsicema;

* jandacvis xelmisawvdomoba

yvela CamoTvlil sakiTxSi transgenderebi did

problemebs awydebian. britaneTSi, magaliTad, kvle-

vam aCvena, rom gamokiTxulTa 71% ganucdia ze-

wola. transgenderebs problemebi aqvT samsaxurSi,

ojaxebs SigniT, quCebSi da sacxovrebel adgilas.

es siZulvili da Zaladoba ukve isedac metismetad

didi xania grZeldeba da amas aucileblad bolo

unda moeRos. 

any state would be lagging behind in the medical
development in terms of the laws is in fact an infringe-
ment of the human rights of transgender people. The
right to recognition by the state is a basic human right
and laid out as such in the Yogyakarta Principles.(1) 

That said I think it is already a great step forward that
some transpeople will be able to have their paperwork
changed on the basis of this decision. So it is a relief
to some people, though a lot of transpeople who don't
want to or simply cannot undergo surgery (for example
because they just don't have the money) will still be
missing out. 

Me:  Your  current  work  is  now  concentrated  on  building
transgender  networking.  What  is  your  experience  so  far
and  what  are  the  issues  that  are  important  to  consider
in  today's  reality?
JE:  Transgender networking sometimes almost seems
like a contradiction in terms. In a lot of trans commu-
nities, including the Netherlands, Germany and other
Western European countries have a long, long tradi-
tion of in-fighting. I believe that the daily experiences
of discrimination that trans people face everywhere
take a huge toll on the community and on individuals
in this community. There are so many people in the
trans community who have a very hard time to distin-
guish between friends and enemies. They are so used
to having to defend themselves all the time, that they
will just hit anybody who is within reach - and more
often than not these are other trans organizers.
Breaking these mechanisms is hard work and
requires a lot of trust. In the Netherlands we are now
at a point where the trans groups are finally able to
work together productively. This process took three
years! When I first organized a meeting between the
different groups most of them hadn't even talked to
one another in years! Building the trust between these
groups took a lot of effort and a lot of patience.
Organizing on a European level is even more difficult.
Not only do we face exactly the same problems in
terms of mistrust and people with feelings that can be
hurt quicker than you can blink your eye - but we also
face cultural differences in workstyles, financial con-
straints (flight tickets are expensive!) and a huge lack
of experience  

That being said there are obviously a lot of big prob-
lems that we need to tackle. For TransGender Europe
we have identified three fields that need the most
urgent attention: 

* fighting violence and discrimination 

* respect for the basic human rights of trans people 
* access to healthcare
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All of these aspects are areas where trans people face a lot of
problems. In a UK study for example 71% of the respondents
reported that they have experienced harassment before. Trans
people have problems at work, within their families, in the
streets and where they live. This hatred and violence has gone
on for way too long and has to stop. 

The basic human rights of trans people are often infringed by
states themselves. A lot of countries for example require sterili-
zation and/or divorce as a prerequisite for a legal change of
papers. Other countries don't even allow the paper change at
all. Both are of course inhumane treatments of transgender
people and a violation of our basic human rights. And when we
come from countries where trans people are subject of persecu-
tion we can't even be sure to receive asylum, unless we pick our
destination very, very carefully. 

Last but not least, access to healthcare is a major problem.
Transgender specific healthcare - be it counseling to deal cope
with the feelings of genderdysphoria, be it hormones, be it sur-
gery - is only accessible to some people in some countries.
Apart from this big problem - and the consequences like
unwanted sex-work amongst MtF's - access to non-transgender
healthcare is a big problem, too. Healthcare providers prove at
least as prejudiced towards trans people as the rest of society,
and a far too large number of them actually refuse to help us
when we end up at the doctor's office with a broken leg or a
nasty flu. 

So there's more than enough work ahead of us - so if we want
to or not, we have to unite to fight the problems that trans peo-
ple are facing. We can only do this together!
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adamianis ZiriTad uflebebs transgendere-

bis SemTxvevaSi Tavad saxelmwifoebi

arRveven. Zalian bevria iseTi qveyana,

romelic magaliTad, sterilizacias an gan-

qorwinebas iTxovs imisaTvis, rom adamians

sabuTebi Seucvalos. zogierT qveyanaSi

es saerTod SeuZlebelia. orive, ra Tqma

unda, arahumanuri mopyrobaa transgenderTa

mimarT da arRvevs maT ZiriTad uflebebs.

iseTi qveynidan gaqcevis SemTxvevaSic ki,

sadac transgenderebs sikvdiliT sjian,

adamiani mainc ver iqneba darwmunebuli, rom

politikur TavSesafars miiRebs, Tu daniS-

nulebis qveyanas saguldagulod ar

SearCevs.

dabolos, kidev erT mniSvnelovan sakiTxs

minda Sevexo: jandacvis saSualebebis mis-

awvdomoba yvelaze mwvave problemaa.

transgenderebs specifikuri samedicino

momsaxureba sWirdebaT - konsultaciebi,

Tu rogor unda gaumklavdnen genderuli

disforiis SegrZnebebs, rogor miiRon

hormonebi, Caitaron operacia - am yve-

laferze mxolod zogierT adamians mi-

uwvdeba xeli da isic, ara yvela qveyanaSi. 

am didi problemisa da im Sedegebis

garda, rac arasasurvel seqs-muSakobas

mohyveba MtF'-ebs Soris, - araspecifikuri,
Cveulebrivi jandacvisadmi xelmisawvdomo-

bac problemaa. jandacvis sistemis

muSakebs transgenderTa mimarT igive

winaswarganwyobebi aqvT, rac sazogadoebis

danarCen nawils. maTi Zalian didi nawili,

uars ambobs daxmareba gagviwios Cven, roca

fexmotexilebi an gripis mZime virusiT

daavadebulebi eqimis kabinets mivakiTxavT. 

ase rom, win sakmarisze meti samuSao

gvelodeba, gvinda es Tu ara, mainc

mogvixdeba, Cveni Zalebi gavaerTianoT da

erToblivad vebrZoloT im problemebs,

rac transgenderebis winaSe dgas. amas

mxolod erToblivi ZalisxmeviT SevZlebT!

(1) www.yogiakartaprinciples.org



SuasaukuneebSi, roca qals, ubralod, ekrZaleboda scenaze

TamaSi da speqtaklSi yvela rols mamakacebi asrulebdnen,

gadacmuli mamakacis danaxva mayurebelSi naklebad Tu gamoi-

wvevda iseT efeqts, rogorc dRes. qalis tansacmelSi

gamowyobili mamakacis gamoCena ekransa Tu scenaze, "qalurobis"

TamaSi da xazgasma biologiur sqessa da genderuli rolis

"Seusabamobaze" komikuri efeqtis Seqmnis erT-erTi gavrcelebu-

li meTodia (amaze dawvrilebiT Teo xatiaSvilis statiaSi

waikiTxavT "art-is" rubrikaSi). "rusTavi-2-is" iumoristuli

Sous sketCebis didi nawili swored amgvar "Seusabamobebzea"

agebuli. nanuli deidas popularuli personaJis garda "komedi

Sous" kidev erTi ucvleli Tema feminizebuli mamakacia (swo-

red aseTia maT mier SemoTavazebuli homoseqsualis stereo-

tipi). rogorc Cans, telekompaniis "rusTavi 2-is" xelmZRva-

nelobam sakmarisad ar CaTvala uniWo xumrobebi Temis garSemo

da iumoristul SouebSi Seqmnili karikaturuli personaJebi

da realuri Sous "gaxalisebac" scada am TematikiT. 

realuri Sou "bari 4-is" monawile pako tabataZe imave

mizeziT aRmoCnda absaiTSi gadacemis dawyebis meore dResve ra

mizeziTac SouSi monawileobis misaRebad SearCies. "miTxres,

rom eTerSi unda meRiarebina, rom "gei" var, oRond es "baris"

dawyebidan ori kviris mere unda meTqva. isic miTxres, rom

problema amis gamo ar Semeqmneboda. Tumca, CemTvis amis

aRiareba problema isedac ar aris, es garegnuladac metyoba.

viyavi kastingze, sadac Cemi monawileoba iyo formaluri...

American scholars have distinguished four main chronological
stages of the representation of various minorities on television:
non-representation (where minorities and issues relating to them
are not presented to the public through TV); ridicule (where the
dominant group seeks to portray itself in a positive light through
stereotyping and belittling the minority group); regulation (repre-
sentatives of minority groups are portrayed only in a positive light,
successful representatives of the group feature prominently) and
respect (the focus is no longer on differences, representatives of
the minority groups are respected and are portrayed just like mem-
bers of the dominant group).
If we assess the portrayal of homosexuals and homosexuality on
Georgian TV, it is easy to see that after the initial taboo on these
issues was lifted about ten years ago, Georgian channels have sim-
ply not been able to get past the second stage.

In the middle ages, when women were prohibited from even appearing on
theatrical stages and all roles in plays were performed by men, the sight of
men dressed as women did not have the same effect on the viewer that it
does today. The appearance of a man dressed in woman's clothing and
pretending to be a woman on the TV screen or stage and the emphasis on
the lack of correspondence between a person's biological sex and gender
role is a widespread method used for producing comic effect (for more on

amerikeli mecnierebma, romelebic

sxvadasxva umciresobis reprezentirebas

swavlobdnen televiziis meSveobiT, oTxi

ZiriTadi qronologiuri stadia gamoyves:

miCumaTeba (roca umciresobebi da maTTan

dakavSirebuli Temebi saerTod ar xvdeba

sajaro sivrceSi teleeTeris meSveobiT);

dacinva (rodesac dominirebuli jgufi

sakuTari imijis ukeT warmoCenas umcire-

sobis jgufis warmomadgenelTa stereo-

tipizaciisa da damcirebis xarjze

axdens); regulireba (umciresobaTa

warmoCena xdeba mxolod pozitiurad.

iqmneba warmatebuli adamianis dadebiTi

imiji) da pativiscema (aRar xdeba

apelireba gansxvavebulobaze, Cndeba

pativiscema am adamianebis mimarT da maT

warmoaCenen iseve, rogorc dominirebuli

jgufis wevrebs). Tu SevecdebiT am

kriteriumebiT SevafasoT qarTul

telesivrceSi homoseqsualobis/

homoseqsualTa reprezentirebis procesi,

advili dasanaxia, rom am Temebze tabus

moxsnis Semdeg, bolo aTi wlis manZilze

saqarTveloSi moqmedi telekompaniebi

vera da ver gascdnen meore etaps. 

media
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Tavad Semiqmnes aseTi imiji. gadamiRes qudi. mere

SabaTic movida. laiv-Soumde samjer gamiyvanes

gverdze, mekiTxebodnen, mzad xaro? am kiTxvaSi ki

imas gulisxmobdnen, rom rodesac xoStaria

sakuTari Tavis daxasiaTebas momTxovda, Riad unda

meTqva Cemi gansxvavebuli seqsualuri orientaciis

Sesaxeb, rac gavakeTe kidec" (1). sajaro

aRiarebidan ramdenime saaTis gasvlis Semdeg proe-

qtis monawiles Sou daatovebines. 

mizezebze saubrisas, "rusTavi 2"-is xelmZRvaneloba

or sakiTxze akeTebda aqcents: erTi, rom am

qaminauTiT Sous monawilem araTanabar pirobebSi

Caayena TamaSis sxva monawileebi (""jeo-bari" aris

gadacema, romelic pozitiuri kuTxiT unda

warmoaCendes axalgazrdebs. erTi adamianis

socialuri problema ar unda idges ufro maRla

da ar unda iqcevdes sazogadoebis ufro did

yuradRebas") da meore, rom maTTvis (televiziis

xelmZRvanelobisaTvis) "moraluri faseulobebi

gacilebiT maRla dgas komerciul dainteresebaze". 

neomoralizmis talRa, romelic ufro da ufro

Zlierdeba, erTi mxriv ukavSirdeba aRiarebuli lib-

eraluri faseulobebis uaryofis da/an maTi

Canacvlebis mcdelobas, meore mxriv, ubrundeba ra

sabWour faseulobebs, myarad akavSirebs mas "qris-

tianul, marTlmdadideblur tradiciebTan".

dResdReobiT "gansxvavebul" seqsualobaze saubari

swored am neomoralizmis CarCoebSi mimdinareobs.

Tuki, wina wlebSi arsebuli homofobiuri mosazre-

bebis gamyarebas met-naklebad racionaluri

argumentebiT cdilobdnen, dRes erTaderTi da sak-

marisi argumenti is gaxlavT, rom “homoseqsualoba

qarTul tradiciebsa da marTlmadideblur kul-

turas ewinaaRmdegeba”.

totalitaruli saxelmwifos moralisturi dis-

kursisagan gansxvavebiT, romelic "danaSaulis" aR-

mofxvrasa da damnaSaveTa "gamosworebaze" iyo mi-

marTuli, dRevandeli neomoralistebis mTavar mizans

sajaro sivrcis "codvisagan gawmenda" warmoadgens.

moraluri sazRvari swored is gamyofia, romelmac

this see Teo Khatiashvili's article in the Art section). Much of
Rustavi-2 TV's humour programming is based on this comic
disharmony. In addition to the popular character of Aunt
Nanuli, one of the main themes of the channel's "Comedy
Show" is feminized men (stereotypical homosexuals). It
seems that Rustavi-2's leadership did not find it sufficient to
use uninspired gay jokes and minstrel-like gay characters
and sought to "energize" its reality show "Bar-4" through the
use of this theme.

Pako Tabatadze was kicked off the fourth season of Bar-4, in
which young contestants live together in a posh flat, run a
bar, vote each other off and vie for monetary prizes, for pre-
cisely the same reason he was selected to take part in it. 

"They told me that I was to come out as gay live during the
programme and that I was to say it two weeks into the show.
They also said I would not experience any problems because
of this. But for me admitting that I'm gay is not a problem in
the first place. You can tell that by the way I look. When I
went to the casting session for the show it was just a formal-
ity…They themselves created this image for me, took a pic-
ture of me in this hat. Then Saturday came. Three times dur-
ing the [premiere of the] live show, they took me aside and
asked me: are you ready? By this they meant that when
[Nino] Khoshtaria [programme hostess] went around and
asked us to describe ourselves, I was to speak openly about
my different sexual orientation. And I did just that,"
Tabatadze said in an interview. (1)

Several hours after making this announcement, Tabatadze
was made to leave the show. Rustavi-2's leadership named
two main reasons for the move: that by coming out publicly,
he put the other participants of the reality show in unequal
conditions ("Geobar is a show which seeks to portray young
people in a positive light. One person's social problem
should not overshadow the lives of the others and attract a
disproportionate amount of the public's attention," the chan-
nel's leadership said.) and that for them (the TV's leadership)
"moral values are much more important than commercial
interests".
This wave of neomoralism, which is gaining more and more
strength in Georgia, is on the one hand linked to the rejection
of acknowledged liberal values and/or an attempt to replace
them, and on the other hand marks a return to Soviet values,
recasting them as "Christian, Orthodox traditions".

In Georgia today it is precisely within this context that "differ-
ent" sexual orientations are discussed. While in previous
years people tried to ingrain homophobic attitudes through
more or less rational arguments, now it is wholly sufficient to
say that homosexuality runs counter to Georgian traditions
and Orthodox culture. 

In contrast to the type of moralistic discourse we find in total-
itarian states, according to which this "crime" must be elimi-
nated and the criminals "reformed", the main objective of
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sajaro sivrceSi arsebuli urTierTobebi unda

daareguliros - vis, rogor da ramdeni xniT aqvs

ufleba iarsebobs sajaro sivrceSi da vis ara. 

nu gamoCndebian ekranze, nu miscemen interviuebs, nu

isaubreben sakuTar problemebze an sazogadoebis

homofobiurobaze, nu moawyoben praidebs da ise,

rogorc erT-erTma qarTvelma momReralma gamoTqva

azri qarTuli mediis mier "dagegmili" gei-praidze:

"Tu arian, iyvnen TavisTvis, maT aravin arafers

uSavebs..."(2). Tu zedapirulad mainc gavaanalizebT

gamoxmaurebas, rac pako tabataZis sajaro

"qaminauTsa"da gadacemidan mis gaZevebas mohyva,

advili SesamCnevia, rom homofobTa gaRizianebis

ZiriTadi mizezi konkretul adamians, an mis qcevas

ki ara, zogadad, am sakiTxis sajaro sivrceSi

Semotanas ukavSirdeba. "ra Tqma unda, kategoriu-

lad miuRebelia aseTi adamianebis ekranze gamoCena.

ise gamohyavT es adamianebi, rom sacodavebi arian

da Cven maT mimarT sibraluli unda gagviCndes.

araviTar SemTxvevaSi! ki ar unda wavaxalisoT da

taSi davukraT maT qmedebebs, sazogadoeba imaze

unda msjelobdes, Tu rogor bedavs aseTi adamiani,

rom Tavisi maxinji seqsualuri orientacia sazoga-

doebis dasanaxi gaxados da am qmedebas reklama

gaukeTos." (3)

Tuki dRevandel politikur sivrceSi brZolas

sajaro diskursis monopolizebisaTvis Tan kontr-

diskursis kriminalizacia axlavs (Sefasebebic

Sesabamisia _ samSoblos mtrebi, moRalateebi, ucxo

qveynis agentebi da a.S.), "aranormatiuli" seqsualo-

bis SemTxvevaSi es ukve ganixileba rogorc "cod-

vis propaganda". garemosa da movlenebis amgvarad

gamartivebis, yvelafris Sav-TeTr ferebSi

warmoCenis fonze nebismieri gansxvavebuloba mar-

ginalizaciis sababi xdeba. komunisturi ideologi-

is mZime memkvidreobac pirvel rigSi swored aq da

amgvarad iCens Tavs. 

eekkaa  aaRRddggoommeellaaSSvviillii

(1) pako tabataZe SesaZloa, strasburgamde mivides. eka qevaniSvili

http://www.humanrights.ge
(2) Jurnali  "reitingi". 23 ivlisi. #29. "cnobili qarTvelebi

uprecedento homoseqsualTa aRlumis molodinSi"

(3) Jurnali "sarke". 24-30 oqtomberi, 2007 w. "mama miqaeli: "baris"

monawileebi da avtorebi saSinlad daisjebian". avtori rusudan

advaZe.

modern neomoralism is to "cleanse" public discourse of
these "sinful" issues. Moral boundaries are to serve as the
regulators of societal relations, i.e. who has the right to exist
in the public space for how much time and who does not
have that right at all. 

Gays must not appear on screen, they must not give inter-
views, they must not speak about their personal problems or
about homophobia in society, they must not speak of pride
and, as one popular Georgian singer said of reports circulat-
ed in the local media about a planned "gay pride parade" in
Tbilisi: "If there are out there, let them keep to themselves,
no-one is causing them any problems" (2). 

If we do only a superficial analysis of the response that has
followed Pako Tabatadze's coming out and expulsion from
Geobar, we easily come to realize that the main reason for
the profound irritation of homophobes is not the orientation
of one particular person or his or her behaviour, but rather
attempts to make "non-traditional" sexualities a part of the
public discourse. 

"Of course it is categorically unacceptable for people like
that to appear on TV. They portray these people as pitiable
and try to make us feel sorry for them. No way! We must not
encourage and applaud their actions, society should instead
be outraged at how those people dare to make their ugly
sexual orientation visible to the public and advertise this
action." (3)  

In Georgian politics today, the fight for monopoly over public
discourse is accompanied by the criminalization of counter-
discourse (i.e. people with opposing views are cast as ene-
mies of the state, traitors to the homeland, foreign agents,
etc.) and in this context, any talk about "extra normative" sex-
ualities is viewed as "propagandizing sin". Through simplify-
ing everything and seeking to portray it in terms of black and
white, any difference becomes a pretext for marginalization.
This is first and foremost a manifestation of the difficult and
painful legacy of Communist ideology.

Eka  Aghdgomelashvili
1.Pako Tabatadze may go to Strasbourg - Eka Kevanishvili
http://www.humanrights.ge 
2. Reitingi magazine, 23 July, issue No 29. "Famous Georgians await
unprecedented gay pride parade"
3. Sarke magazine. 24-30 October 2007. "Father Mikael: Geobar contest-
ants and producers will be punished severely" by Rusudan Advadze
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transgenderi krebiTi terminia, romelic

aerTianebs trasneqsualebs, transves-

titebs, travestebs, androginebs da yvela

im adamians, romlis biologiuri sqesi

gansxvavdeba misi genderul TviTidentifi-

kaciisagan. tradiciuli warmodgenebi

sqessa da genderze, transgenderobis

fenomenis ganxilva diqotomiis (qali/

mamakaci, qaluri/mamakacuri) farglebSi

aiZuleben adamianebs "airCion" normati-

uli sqesisa da genderis Sesatyvisi kate-

goria. transgenderTa umetesoba ki swo-

red amgvari definiciebis mkacr CarCoebs

gaurbis. rac Seexeba transgenderobis

fenomenis axsnas, iseT kulturebSi, sadac

genderis orze meti myari konstruqti

arsebobs da biologiuri sqesi sxvagvarad

ganisazRvreba (CrdiloeT amerikis

indielebi, CuqCebi, aleutebi, kariakebi da

sxv,) amgvari binarizmi srulebiT araadek-

vaturi da gamousadegaria.

"Transgender" is a collective term which applies to
transsexuals, transvestites, travesties, androgy-
nies and all other people whose biological sex dif-
fers to their gender identity. Traditional notions
about sex and gender and the fact that the phe-
nomenon of transgender is discussed within the
framework of the male/female, masculine/femi-
nine dichotomy have forced people to "choose" a
category of normative sex and gender. The major-
ity of transgender people simply do not fit into
such a simple definition. This article will explore
the transgender phenomenon in cultures in
which there exist more than just two gender con-
structs and biological sex is defined differently
(e.g. North American Indian tribes, the Chuchkas
of Siberia, the Aleuts and Karyaks) and in which
such a binary distinction is wholly inadequate
and useless.

T H E M E

T e m a

informacia transgenderebisa da sqesis transforma-

ciis Sesaxeb xSirad gvxvdeba rogorc miTologiur

gadmocemebSi, ise istoriasa da sxvadasxva kultu-

rebSi. RvTaebrivi androginis garda, romelic Tavis

TavSi aerTianebs qalur da mamakacur sawyiss da

mTlianobis simbolod gvevlineba (hermafroditi

berZnul miTologiaSi;  RvTaebrivi xari-Zroxa

atisi vedur miTologiaSi; egvipturi mzis RmerTi

ra, romelic sakuTari Tavis ganayofierebiT qmnis

sxva RmerTebs, adamianebsa da mTel samyaros; skan-

dinaviuri miTologiis  mixedviT orsqesiania imir-

ic, pirveli cocxali arseba, romelic qaosidan

Seiqmna...), miTologiur gadmocemebSi gvxvdebian

iseTi RvTaebebic, romelTa genderuli rolebic, Tu

dRevandel terminologias gamoviyenebT, ar See-

sabameba maTive sqess. zogierTi mecnieris azriT, es

matriarqatis patriarqatiT Canacvlebis procesSi

genderuli rolebis transformaciiT SeiZleba iyos

gamowveuli, rac miTologiuri gadmocemebis siste-

mebzec aisaxa (mag. actekuri miTi cisferi da

yviTeli simindebis dedoflebze, romelic Tavda-

pirvelad erT deda-RvTaebas warmoadgendnen.

amasTan, erTma SeinarCuna "qaluri" Tvisebebi, meo-

rem ki, "mamakacurobis" niSnebi SeiZina). 

We frequently encounter information about transgender
people and sex transformation in mythological texts, in his-
tory and in various cultures. Aside from androgyny among
gods who have both male and female elements and serve
as a symbol of wholeness (e.g. the hermaphrodite in Greek
mythology; the divine cow-bull Attis in Vedic mythology; the
Egyptian sun god Ra, who creates other gods, people and
the world by fertilizing itself; the hermaphroditic Ymir
which, according to Scandinavian mythology, was born out
of chaos and was the first living being), in mythological
texts we come across such divine entities whose gender
roles do not correspond to their biological sex. 

Some scholars believe that this transformation of gender
roles was caused precisely by the assumption that many
societies' switch from a matriarchal to a patriarchal society
system. They point out that this is reflected in various
mythological systems (e.g. the Aztec myth about the
queens of blue and yellow corn, which originally represent-
ed a single mother goddess. After the split, one of them

ttrraannssggeennddeerrii  ssxxvvaaddaassxxvvaa  

kkuullttuurreebbssaa  ddaa  rreelliiggiieebbSSii
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miTologiur gadmocemebSi gvxvdeba RvTaebaTa

mier adamianis sqesis transformaciac. berZnuli

miTebis erT-erTi personaJi, uZleveli kenevsi

Tavdapirvelad qali iyo. masze Seyvarebulma

poseidonma nebismieri survilis Sesruleba

aRuTqva. ase iqca elatosis asuli kenevsad

(Kaineus). Tebes TqmulebaTa ciklSi moxseniebuli

winaswarmetyveli tiresia (Teiresia) orjer icv-

lis sqess. qalad qceviT dasaja qalRmerTma

afroditem skviTebi da maTi STamomavlebi, rom-

lebmac misi taZari gaZarcves askalonSi.

herodote swored am miTs ixsenebs skviTi mis-

nebis, enareebis (Enarees, Anarieis) daxasiaTebisas.
misi aRweriT, kastrati winaswarmetyvelebi "ara

mxolod asrulebdnen qalebis movaleobas, aramed

qalur midrekilebebs avlenden da qalebiviT

iqceodnen". 

kastracia, rogorc iniciaciis erT-erTi aucile-

beli safexuri sakmaod gavrcelebuli

praqtika iyo sxva qalRmerTebis kultis

msaxurebisTvisac. kibelesa (Cybele) da atisis
(Attis) taZris qurumebi kastraciis ritualis

Semdeg qalis tansacmels icmevdnen da qalis

seqsualur rols iTavsebdnen. miTis mixed-

viT, kibelesagan gonebadabnelebulma atisma,

Tavi daisaWurisa da sisxlisagan daicala.

damwuxrebulma kibelem (agdistisi) zevss

sTxova uxrwnelad da marad axalgazrdad

SeenarCunebina atisis sxeuli. (frezeris

azriT, kastraciis aqti nayofierebis

kultTan dakavSirebul qalRmerTis ganay-

ofierebis simbolur rituals ganasaxierebda.

zogierTi mecnieri kastraciis aqtis

mniSvnelobas maSin gavrcelebuli mosazrebiT

xsnis, romlis mixedviTac, sakraluri fun-

qciis Sesruleba mxolod seqsualurad

TavSekavebul adamians SeuZlia, mamakacisaTvis

ki nebayofilobiTi TavSekaveba SeuZleblad

miaCndaT. amitomac, TviTkastracia erTaderT

gamosavlad rCeboda maTTvis, visac surda

cxovreba qalRmerTis msaxurebisaTvis

mieZRvna. imave logikiT, simboluri kastraciis

aqtad SeiZleba miviCnioT kaTolicizmisaTvis

damaxasiaTebeli celibatis instituti).

Zvel romSi, sadac frigielebisagan gadmoiRes

qalRmerT kibeles kulti, taZris msaxurebs

galebs uwodebdnen ("galli; galloi" berZnulad,

laTinurSi - "gallus" mamals niSnavs). kastrire-

bisa da qalis kabis Cacmis Semdeg, qurumi kargav-

da mamakacobas da eziareboda qalRmerTis

Zalmosilebas. galebisaTvis damaxasiaTebeli iyo

retained "feminine" characteristics while the other took
on characteristics of "maleness"). 
Mythological texts also provide us with examples where
gods change a person's sex. One of the characters in
the Greek mythology, the ancient Kaineus, was originally
a woman. Poseidon, who was in love with Kainis, prom-
ised to fulfil any of her wishes. And so Kainis became
Kaineus. The prophet Teiresia, who is mentioned in the
Theban cycle, changes sex twice. The goddess
Aphrodite punished the Scythians by turning them and
their descendants into women after they looted her tem-
ple in Ascalon. 

Herodotus references precisely this myth when he
describes the Scythian Enarees (Anarieis). According to
his description, the castrated prophets "not only per-
formed the function of women, but also demonstrated
feminine tendencies and behaved like women". 

Castration was a rather
widespread practice as an
initiation ritual for servants
of the cults of other god-
desses as well. The priests
of the temple of Cybele
and Attis would dress as
women following the cas-
tration ritual and taken on
female sexual roles. 

According to myth, Attis
was driven mad by Cybele
when he castrated himself.
Repenting Cybele (Agdistis)
appealed to Zeus to keep
Attis's body forever young
and never let it rot or
decay. (In the opinion of
Frazer, the act of castra-
tion was the embodiment
of a symbolic ritual of
reproduction of the god-
dess of the cult of fertility.
Some scholars attribute

the significance of the act of castration to the idea
widespread at that time according to which only per-
sons with great sexual restraint were capable of per-
forming this sacred function. That is why self-castration
was the only recourse for those who wished to devote
their lives to serving the goddess. By the same logic,
the celibacy required of Catholic priests can be consid-
ered a sort of symbolic castration.)
In ancient Rome, which inherited the cult of the god-
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mamakacTa sataZro prostituciac (maTTan

analuri kontaqtis damyarebiT mamakaci ara

marto fuls swiravda qalRmerTs, aramed Tavis

Zvirfas Teslsac). es yovelive mkveTrad

ewinaaRmdegeboda arsebul genderul normebs. kas-

traciisa da romaelTaTvis uCveulo qcevis SiSma

galebi marginalur jgufad aqcia. maT xSirad

moixseniebdnen damamcirebeli metsaxelebiT.

Tavad sityva gali "aramamakacuri" qcevis sinoni-

mad iqca.

galebisa da enareebisagan gansxvavebiT romlebic

sqesis transformaciis ukidures gzas mimarTav-

dnen, sxva kultis msaxurebi, ubralod, gadacmiTa

da qaluri rolis TamaSiT kmayofildebodnen.

zogi mecnieri Tvlis, rom amgvari qcevis mizezi

SesaZloa qalRmerTis kultis pativiscema ki

ara, RvTismsaxurTa transgenderuloba iyo,

romelTaTvisac es rituali transfor-

maciis erTaderT SesaZleblobas war-

moadgenda. 

adreul arabul da islamur kultu-

rebSi mamakacebs, romelTa garegnoba

da/an qceva ar Seesabameboda arsebul

normebs, muxanaTunebs/ muxanaTebs

(mukhanathun, mukhannath) uwodebdnen.
"muxanaTi mamakacia, romelic Tavis

moZraobebs, garegnobasa da metyvelebas

qalurobas aniWebs. arian ori tipis

muxanaTebi: isini, visac Tandayolili

monacemebi aqvs, ase Tavisi bunebis

Sesabamisad iqceva da ar SeiZleba misi

gansja Tu is am Tvisebebs fulis

saSovnelad (prostitucia) ar

gamoiyenebs. meore tipis muxanaTebi

qaliviT amoralobis gamo iqcevian.

aseTi adamianebi codvilebi arian da unda

daisajon", wers hadisebis cnobili komentatori.

vinaidan muxanaTebi qalebis mimarT seqsualur

ltolvas ar ganicdidnen, maT mniSvnelovani

socialuri funqcia daekisraT da haremis

mcvelebad iqcnen. Tu gavixsenebT, rom musul-

manebTan gayofilia qalisa da mamakacis terito-

riebi, muxanaTi erTaderTi iyo, visac Tavisuflad

gadaadgileba SeeZlo mTel saxlSi. mogvianebiT,

crumuxanaTebisagan Tavis dazRvevis mizniT, maT

samuSaoze ayvanamde asaWurisebdnen. Tumca, amas

maT socialur statusze ar umoqmedia. 

dess of Cybele from the Phrygians, temple servants
were known as Galli ("Galli", "Galloi" in Greek; "gallus" is
the Latin word for "rooster"). After being castrated and
donning female clothes, the priest lost his masculinity
and shared in the power of the goddess. The Galli
engaged in temple prostitution (men would not only
donate money to the temple in order to have anal sex
with the Galli, in so doing they would also sacrifice their
precious semen). All of this ran sharply counter to the
existing gender norms. The fact that they were castrated
and behaved in a manner the Romans were unaccus-
tomed to led to the Galli becoming a marginalized
group. They were often referred to by insulting epithets.
The very word "Galli" came to be a synonym for "unman-
liness". 

In contrast to the Galli and Enarees, who resorted to
extreme measures to transform their sex, servants of
other cults restricted their activities to cross-dressing
and playing the role of women. Some scholars believe
that the reason for such behaviours may have been not

an effort to pay
respects to the
cult of the god-
dess, but
rather the fact
that the ser-
vants were
transgender
people for
whom this ritu-
al was the only
way to undergo
this transfor-
mation. 

In early Arab
and Islamic
cultures, men
whose appear-

ance and/or behaviour did not comply with the existing
norms were called Mukhanatun/ Mukhannath.
"Mukhannath is a man who moves, looks and speaks in
a feminine manner. There are two types of Mukhannath:
those who are born that way and are behaving accord-
ingly (they cannot be judged as long as they do not use
these characteristics to make money [i.e. engage in
prostitution]). The second type of Mukhannath behave
like women because they are amoral. Such people are
sinful and must be punished," writes one prominent
Hadith commentator. Since Mukhannaths did not lust
after women, they performed an important social func-
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Sua aziis Turqulad molaparake tomebSi sak-

maod popularuli iyvnen mocekvave biWebi,

romelTac "baCas" eZaxdnen (savaraudod, termini

sparsulidan unda modiodes: bacheh - bavSvi).

mocekvaveebad bavSvebs garegnobis mixedviT

arCevdnen. gansakuTrebiT fasdeboda e.w. "her-

mafrodituli silamaze". baCas bavSvobidanve

avarjiSebdnen cekvasa da simReraSi. rogorc

wesi, maTi asaki 12 dan 16 wlamde iyo (wveris

amosvlisTanave maTi mocekvavis kariera

mTavrdeboda). erotiuli cekvebis garda, isini

seqsualur momsaxurebasac sTavazobdnen klien-

tebs. isini atarebdnen qalis tansacmels, grZel

Tmas da xmarobdnen fer-umarils. TurqeTSi maT

kuCekebs ("kuchak" - patara) uwodebdnen. 25-30
wlis asakSi maT ufleba hqondaT daqorwinebu-

liyvnen da mocekvaveTa sakuTari gundi

CamoeyalibebinaT. iTvleba, rom maTi umetesoba

transgenderebi iyvnen, Tumca evropeli mogzaure-

bi da eTnografebi am movlenas aRwerdnen,

rogorc "islamur samyaroSi gavrcelebuli ped-

erastiis erT-erT formas".

transgenderTa mimarT gansxvavebuli damokide-

buleba hqondaT kulturebs, sadac naklebadaa

polarizebuli genderuli rolebi, religiuri

warmodgenebSi ki, dadebiTi androginuli sawyisi

figurirebs, rogorc adamianis Tavdapirveli

mTlianobisa da sulieri Zalis gansaxiereba.

sazogadoeba ar aiZulebs maT rTuli arCevanis

gakeTebas da saSualebas aZlevs Seicvalon ara

mxolod saxeli, tansacmeli da saqmianobis saxe,

aramed seqsualuri partnioris sqesic. aseT

adamianebs zogierTi kultura aRiqvams rogorc

"mesame sqess". 

Crdilo amerikis indielebSi aseT adamianebs ori

sulis matarebels uwodebdnen (Two-Spirit) da
sazogadoebaSi iseTive avtonomiuri adgili

ekavaT, rogorc kacebs an qalebs. maT gansakuT-

rebul magiur Zalas miawerdnen, ris gamoc isini

xSirad xdebodnen Samanebi da tomis beladebi.

imis gamo, rom am adamianTa seqsualur part-

niorebi zogjer maTive sqesis adamianebi iyvnen

(Tumca, es sulac ar warmoadgenda sayovelTao

wess. gasaTvaliswinebelia, rom maTi rolebisa

da funqciebis aRwerisas aqcenti keTdeboda maT

genderul da ara seqsualur maxasiaTeblebze),

espanelma da portugalielma kolonizatorebma

tion as guards of the harem. In some Muslim cultures,
men and women are divided into separate living quar-
ters. The Mukhannaths were the only people who could
move freely about the house. Later on, in order to guard
against false Mukhannaths, they were castrated upon
being hired by the house. However, this did not affect
their social status. 

Baccha, the dancer boys were common among Turkic
tribes of Central Asia (term baccha probably etymologi-
cally derived from the Persian bacche - "child, kid"). The
baccha was selected esthetically for his androgynous
beauty. Typically an adolescent of twelve to sixteen, bac-
cha was a performer practiced in singing and dancing
(with the appearance of facial hair, baccha was out of
business). Beyond dancing, they also offered sex servic-
es to their clients. Usually corss-dressed, they wore long
hair and make up. In Turkey they were called Kuchak
(small). In age of 25 to 30 they gained right to marry
and to form their own dance companies. It is believed
that these were the transgender communities of the
east. However, European travelers describe this phe-
nomenon as the part of a pederasty tradition, so com-
mon in Islamic world.

Cultures in which gender roles are less polarized and
elements of androgyny are figure in a positive light in
religion as representations of humankind's original,
whole state and the embodiment of spiritual strength
have traditionally taken a different approach to trans-
gender people. These societies do not force transgender
people to make the difficult choice and allow them to
change not only their name, clothes and activities, but
also to choose partner's sex. Some cultures consider
such people to belong to a "third sex". North American
Indian tribes call them "two-spirit" people and treat
them as an independent group, just like men and
women. They were said to have a special magic power
which allowed them to become shamans and tribal
chiefs. Since sometimes these people's sex partners
belonged to the same sex as they did, Spaniards and
Portuguese colonists labelled them "sodomites" and
used this as the chief argument in justifying exterminat-
ing the Indians and subsequently colonizing their land.
The conquistadors called the natives "berdaches" (this
world likely comes from the Persian "bardaj" and
entered Spanish as "bardaxa" or "bardaje"; the term
came to mean male prostitute). 
Aside from the American Indians, the institution of
berdaches was widespread among the peoples of north-
western Russia, Siberia, the Far East, Indonesia and
Africa. Anthropologists have found that modern theories
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isini sodomitebad monaTles da kolonizaciisa

da indielebis fizikuri ganadgurebis

gasamarTlebel argumentad iyenebdnen. konkista-

dorebma maT berdaCebi Searqves. (savaraudod, es

sityva sparsulidan (bardaj) Sevida espanurSi
(bardaxa an bardaje) da mamrobiTi sqesis prosti-
tuts, kmayofaze myof biWs niSnavs). amerikeli

indielebis garda, berdaCebis instituti farTod

iyo gavrcelebuli, CrdiloeT ruseTis, cimbiris

da Soreuli aRmosavleTis, indoneziisa da

afrikis xalxebs Soris. anTropologebma

aRmoaCines, rom genderisa da biologiuri sqesis

Sesaxeb Tanamedrove Teoriebis gamoyenebac ki, ar

iZleva am kulturebis adekvaturad Seswavlis

saSualebas. istoriulma da anTropologiurma

mimoxilvam aCvena, rom gansxvavebebi evropulsa

da araevropul kulturebs Soris sasqeso orga-

noebis klasifikaciis TvalsazrisiTac ki, Zalian

didia (mag. navahos tomis indielTa warmod-

geniT, mamakacisa da qalis sasqeso organoebi

erTiania, Tumca gansxvavebuli. mamakacis asos

isini patara vaginas uwodeben, vulvas - patara

asos). genderisa da sqesis "aramyari" katego-

riebi aseT kulturebSi transgenderi adamiane-

bisaTvis erTgvar usafrTxo, aradiskriminaciul

garemos qmnida, sadac adamianebs Tavisuflad

SeeZloT moqceuliyvnen TviTaRqmis Sesabamisad,

yovelgvari socialuri stigmatizciis gareSe.

Cvens sazogadoebaSi seqsualuri survilebisa da

qcevebis variaciebis mimarT Semwynareblobis

zrda dakavSirebulia genderuli polarizaciis

SesustebasTan da imis gagebasTan, rom qalebsa da

kacebs Soris gansxvaveba damokidebuli araa

mxolod maT biologiur sqesze da SesaZloa

uamravi individualuri variacia, romelic arc

paTologias warmoadgens da arc socialurad

saSiS movlenas.

eekkaa  aaRRddggoommeellaaSSvviillii

about gender and biological sex do not allow for a prop-
er analysis of these cultures. A historical and anthropo-
logical overview has shown that differences between
European and non-European cultures are very great
even in terms of classifying the sex organs (e.g. North
America's Navajo Indians believe that male and female

genitalia are united,
but different. In
Navajo the word for
"penis" means liter-
ally "small vagina"
while the word for
"vulva" means "little
penis"). 
These "fluid" cate-
gories of gender
and sex in these
cultures created a
sort of safe and
non-discriminatory
environment for
transgender people,
one in which people
could behave freely
in accordance with
the way they per-
ceived themselves
without any social
stigma. The growth
of tolerance in our
society for various
kinds of sexual

desires and behaviours is linked to the weakening of
gender polarization and the understanding that the dif-
ference between women and men is dependent not only
on biological sex, but also on numerous other individual
variations which are not pathologies and not a threat to
society. 

Eka  Aghdgomelashvili

3311

Crddillo-aamerikkelli  inddielli  berddaCebi  //
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aurvedas(1) mixedviT, adamianis sqesi damokidebulia mSoblis

Teslis siZliereze. Tu mamrobiTi Tesli mdedrobiTze

Zlieria, biWi ibadeba, xolo Tu mamrobiTi Tesli ufro sus-

tia - gogona. Sesabamisad, Tanabari Zalis mqone ori Tesli

qmnis e.w. "napumsakas", "ara-mamrobiT" adamians. Zvel sanskrit-

ul literaturaSi naxsenebi napumsakebi, ZiriTadad mocek-

vaveebi, msaxiobebi an masaJistebi arian, romlebic, xSirad,

samefo karis msaxurebad gvevlinebian, rogorc hinduisturi,

aseve musulmanuri mmarTvelobis pirobebSi. 

samxreT aziaSi amJamad mesame sqesis aRmniSvneli ramdenime

sityva gamoiyeneba. maT Soris gansxvaveba socialuri da

regionuli konteqstiT ganisazRvreba. erT-erTi yvelaze

gviandeli da farTod gavrcelebuli terminia "hijra", rac

urdus enaze, arc meti, arc naklebi -"impotent adamians"

niSnavs. es termini zogjer Seuracxmyofel Sinaarss

atarebs. 

hijras, rogorc identobas, Tanamedrove dasavlur TeoriebSi

genderisa da seqsualuri orientaciis Sesaxeb, zusti ekvi-

valenti ar gaaCnia. maTi umetesoba biologiurad mamakace-

bad ibadeba, Tumca, zogierTi SeiZleba iyos rogorc her-

mafroditi, aseve - qali. Tumca, maTi umravlesoba Tavs arc

kacad aRiqvams da arc qalad: "mamakacebi ar eTqmiT, radgan

ara aqvT sperma, da qalebi ar eTqmiT, radgan ara aqvT men-

struacia."

ar arsebobs zusti monacemebi, Tu ramdeni hijra cxovrobs

amJamad indoeTSi. savaraudod, maTi raodenoba 500 000-dan

6 milionamde meryeobs.

According to Ayurvedic(1) belief, a person's sex depends on the
power of the male sperm in the father's semen. If the male sperm is
stronger than the female sperm, a son will be born. If the male
sperm is weaker, there will be a daughter. Consequentially, equal
power of the semen creates napumsakas, "non-male" individuals. 

In ancient Sanskrit literature napumsakas live as dancers, actors or
masseurs, often serving as royal servants both under Hindu and
Muslim rule. 

In South Asia today multiple expressions for the third sex are in use,
depending on social and regional contexts. One later term that is
widespread though sometimes used with a pejorative connotation is
hijra, which in Urdu means "impotent ones".  

adamianebis mier genderis Secvlis

sxvadasxva formebi mTel rig

kulturebSia gavrcelebuli. aseTi

SemTxvevebi cnobilia CrdiloeT

amerikis indielebSi, omanSi, mombasas

musulmanebSi, keniasa da polineziaSi.

am kulturaTa umetesobaSi swamT,

rom transgenderi adamianebi gansakuT-

rebul unarebs floben. indostanis

naxevarkunZulze jer kidev Zv.w.aR. II

saukuneSi Cndeba cnobebi "mesame sqe-

sis" Sesaxeb (tritiya prakriti).

In a number of different cultures we find
varying forms of people who undergo gender
transformation. They have been known
among native American tribes, in the country
of Oman, among the Muslims of Mombasa,
Kenya, as well as in Polynesia. In many of
these cultures, transgendered people are
believed to have special powers. In the
Indian subcontinent mentions of a "third sex"
(tritiya prakriti) appear as early as the 2nd
century BCE. 

mmeessaammee  ssqqeessii  

-  ttrraannssggeennddeerrii  iinnddooeeTTSSii

THE  THIRD  SEX
-  Transgender  in  India

Seza..  50  wllis  asakkSi  is  hijrebis  mcire  erTobas

xellmZRvanellobs  kkaraCiSi  /  Sheza,  a  hijra  in  her  50's,  is
the  head  of  a  small  hijra  community  in  Karachi.

@ Photo by Thomas Pfister



religiuri  warmoSoba/istoria

dasavluri tradiciebisgan gansxvavebiT, induizmi,

zogadad Zalian moqnilia, roca saqme mamakacur

da qalur Tvisebebs exeba. adamiani, SesaZloa,

Tavis TavSi aerTianebdes sxvadasxva genderis

komponentebsa da maTTvis damaxasiaTebel tenden-

ciebs da maTi Secvla droTa ganmavlobaSi SesaZ-

lebelia - sul erTia, moxdeba es erTi sic-

ocxlis manZilze, Tu momdevno sicocxleebSi.

amasTan dakavSirebiT arsebobs sxvadasxva wyaroe-

bi miTologiasa Tu religiur teqstebSi.

magaliTad, iseTi farTod gavrcelebuli RvTaeba,

rogoricaa kriSna, romelic uzenaesi RvTaebis,

viSnus reinkarnaciad iTvleba, sqess icvlis -

jer qali xdeba, Semdeg isev mamakaci da piriqiT. 

hijrebis didi nawili Tayvans scems qalRmerT

bahuCara matas, romelsac mogzaurobis dros

Tavs daesxa yaCaRi bapiia. qalRmerTma ZuZuebi

moiWra da yaCaRs im pirobiT SesTavaza, rom igi

xels ar axlebda. am saqcielisTvis bapiiam wyev-

la daimsaxura da impotenti gaxda. wyevla mxo-

lod maSin aexsna, roca man qaliviT daiwyo moq-

ceva, tansacmelic gadaicva da bahuCara matas

Tayvani sca. 

hijrebis erTi nawili Tavis mamakacur genital-

iebs mozardobis asakSi swiravs mfarvel qalR-

merT bahuCara matas, raTa sulier amaRlebas

(transcendencias) miaRwios. 

es operacia, Cveulebriv, sruldeba aseve hijris

mier (zogjer mas bebiaqalebic asruleben) anes-

Teziis gareSe. mamakacis genitaliebis mokveTis

Semdeg, adamianis sxeuls ar "ukeTeben" mdedrobiT

organoebs, amrigad, operaciis dasrulebis Semdeg

gadarCenilebi namdvili usqesoebi xdebian.

formalurad, hijrebi arcerT kastas ar

miekuTvnebian. aseTi ierarqiuli TvalsazrisiT

isini sazogadoebis fskerze imyofebian. amrigad,

isini induizmis mkacri sistemisgan izolirebul-

ni rCebian da xSirad sxva religias, magaliTad,

musulmanobas iReben. zogadad, hijrebi Tavs kom-

fortulad grZnoben sxvadasxva tradiciebis

nazavSi da sxvadasxva religiisTvis

damaxasiaTebel ritualebSi monawileoben. 

hijra  Tanamedrove  cxovrebaSi

Tu erT dros hijrebs Tayvans scemdnen hindu

sazogadoebaSi da isini musulmani mmarTvelebis

karzec muSaobdnen, dRes maT mimarT SiSi da

diskriminacia Zalian gavrcelebulia. 

hijrebi Tavs wveulebebze simReriTa da cekviT

irCenen, Tumca, isini xSirad arasasurveli stum-

Hijra identities have no exact equivalent in modern
Western notions of gender and sexual orientation.
Biologically, most are born as men, although some may
be hermaphrodites or female. However, a greater num-
ber will consider themselves as neither man nor
woman: "Not male because no sperm, not female
because no menstruation."
There is no reliable data on the exact number of hijra in
India. Estimates range between 500,000 and 6 million. 

RELIGIOUS  BACKGROUND

Unlike Western traditions, Hinduism is generally flexible
when it comes to male and female qualities. Individuals

may hold com-
ponents and
tendencies of
different gen-
ders within
themselves,
which may
change over
time, within or
between lives.
There are vari-
ous references
in mythology

and sacred texts. For instance, the widely worshipped
Lord Krishna, who is believed to be an incarnation of
the supreme God Vishnu, changes form from male to
female and back. 

Many hijra worship the goddess Bahuchara Mata, who
was attacked by the villain Bapiya on her travels. She
cut off her breast and offered it to him to remain
untouched. Bapiya was cursed and became impotent.
The curse was lifted only when he worshipped
Bahuchara Mata by dressing and acting like a woman. 

Certain hijra give up their male genitals as adolescents
or adults in homage to their patroness, Bahuchara
Mata, in a quest for spiritual transcendence.

This operation traditionally is performed by another
hijra, sometimes a midwife, without the use of anaes-
thesia. When the male genitals are removed, no female
organs are constructed in their place; thus the survivors
become truly asexual. 

Formally, hijra do not belong to any caste. In this sense
of hierarchy they are at the bottom of society. Thus shut
out by the Hinduism's strict system, many adopt other
religions, such as Islam. In general, the hijra community
feels comfortable blending disparate traditions and can
participate in many religions.  
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rebi arian. amas garda, prostitucia maTTvis

aseve iqca Semosavlis wyarod. 

hijrebi qalis saxels irqmeven da qalis tradi-

ciul samoss atareben. isini "ojaxebad" cxovro-

ben, romelsac saTaveSi guru (igivea, rac "maswav-

lebeli", "sulieri moZRvari") udgas. gurus

gvars iReben misi "Celebi" ("moswavleebi", an

"Segirdebi"). guru Tavis Tavze iRebs moswavlee-

bis uzrunvelyofis saqmes, ris sanacvlodac,

moswavleebi mas erTgulebasa da morCilebas

aRuTqvamen. am mcire sazogadoebrivi warmonaqm-

nebis farglebSi wevrebi erTmaneTs unaTesavdebian

da Sesabamisad, erTmaneTs moixsenieben debad, dede-

bad, qaliSvilebad da a.S. dasavluri kulturis-

Tvis damaxasiaTebeli krosdreserebisa da transeq-

sualebisgan gansxvavebiT, religiuri warmoSobis

xangrZlivi istoriis gamo, hijrebs indur kul-

turaSi garkveuli sanqcirebuli niSa aqvT, Tumca,

es niSa sazogadoebis periferiazea. isini

ezizRebaT, maTi eSiniaT, dascinian kidec, Tumca,

erTgvarad pativsac scemen. indoelebs swamT,

rom hijrebs orive sqesisadmi mikuTvnebulobis

gamo, gansakuTrebuli Zala aqvT. es Zala ki

imaSi gamoixateba, rom hijras SeuZlia erTna-

iri warmatebiT dalocos an dawyevlos adami-

ani. swored amitomac, miuxedavad Seuracxyo-

fisa da dacinvisa, mainc ar iTvleba sasurve-

lad hijras gabrazeba. tradiciuli rwmenebis

mixedviT, hijras siaxlove av sulebs gandevnis. 

hijraTa jgufebi stumroben im ojaxebs, sadac

bavSvebi ibadebian an qorwilia. cekvaven,

mRerian, xumrobiT gamoajavreben mayureblebs,

xSirad vulgarulad da gamomwvevadac iqcevian,

magram amavdroulad locaven ojaxs,

janmrTelobasa da nayofierebas usurveben mas.

maTi gagdeba ubedurebis momtanad iTvleba;

hijrebic manam ar midian saxlidan, sanam TavianTi

warmodgenisTvis anazRaurebas ar miiReben.

hijrebis sazogadoebaSi hermafroditebad dabade-

bulebs mesame sqesis yvelaze "wminda" warmomad-

genlebad miiCneven, Tumca, namdvili interseq-

sualebis raodenoba, savaraudod, Zalian mcirea;

maT did umravlesobas emaskulirebuli mamakace-

bi Seadgenen. es umravlesoba, Tavis mxriv, iyofa

im adamianebad, vinc mTeli sicocxlis manZilze

Tavs krosgenderulad aRiqvamda da homoseq-

sualebad, romelnic hijrebad indur sazogado-

ebaSi homoseqsualobis arasasurveli statusis

gamo iqcnen. hijrad yofna maT imis saSualebas

mainc aniWebs, rom sanqcirebulad iarsebon

sazogadoebaSi da "TavianTi msgavsebis" erTobaSi

icxovron. zogjer sxvadasxva "tipis" hijrebs

HIJRA  IN  MODERN  LIFE

While they were once worshiped in the Hindu world and
also worked for Islamic rulers, hijra are now widely
feared and discriminated against.

They get by in life by singing and dancing at parties,
although they are often less than welcome. In addition,
prostitution has become an incidental source of income.

Hijra adopt girls' names and wear traditional female
dress. They live in "families" headed by a guru (= "tea-
cher" or "spiritual guide") whose chelas (= "students" or
"disciples") take on her last name. The guru takes
responsibility for the welfare of the student, and the stu-
dent vows loyalty and obedience to the guru. Within each
small community the members may adopt kinship ties
with one another; thus one may refer to another as her
"sister," "mother" or "daughter" respectively. 

Unlike cross-dressers or transsexuals in Western coun-
tries, due to the long-standing religious background,

hijra have a
sanctioned
niche in the
Indian culture,
albeit near the
fringes of socie-
ty. They are
despised,
feared, and
ridiculed - yet
also respected.
Indians believe

that they derive
a special power
from their affili-

ation with both sexes. This power is thought to manifest
itself in the ability of the hijra to lay both blessings and
curses on others. Despite the scorn and mockery often
endured by the hijra, many still believe that it is wise not
to incur their anger. Traditional belief holds that their
presence protects against evil. 

Groups of hijra visit houses in which births of children
and weddings have occurred in their territory. They
dance and sing, tease the onlookers, sometimes being
vulgar and obscene, and bestow blessings of good
health and fertility. It is considered bad luck to turn
them away; and the hijra will not leave until they have
been paid for their performance.

Members of the hijra community consider born her-
maphrodites the "purest" of the third sex, although the
percentage of true intersex individuals is estimated to
be very small; emasculated men probably constitute a
large majority. This majority can be further divided into

neilla  mzaddaa  wveuullebaze  wasasvllelladd  

Neila  is  ready  for  the  night  out.    
@ Photo by Thomas Pfister
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Soris metoqeoba da mtrobac Cndeba. transgen-

derebad dabadebulni aprotesteben imas, rom

sazogadoeba maT umarTebulod aRiqvams, radgan

"cru" krosdreserebi da transeqsualebi

matareblebSi maTxovroben, xalxze seqsualur

zewolas axorcieleben da Sesabamisad, hijrebs

reputacias ulaxaven. 

sazogadoebrivi normebisTvis Seusabamo statu-

sis gamo hijrebs ara aqvT ufleba, qorwinebaSi

Sevidnen, Seasrulon oficialuri samuSao,

flobdnen qonebas, hqondeT pasporti an miiRon

ganaTleba. indoeTSi maT mxolod 1994 wels

miiRes saarCevno xmis ufleba. xSirad maT ar

SeuZliaT avtobusisa Tu matareblis bileTis

yidva. maT xSirad Seuracxyofen da amcireben,

amas garda, sxvadasxva angariSebSi dafiqsirebu-

lia policielTa mier hijrebis ukanono dakave-

bisa da sastiki mopyrobis uamravi faqti. 

Sedegad, bevri hijra sikvdils transgender

adamianad dabadebis wyevlisgan gaTavisuflebis

gzad aRiqvams da natrobs, rom Semdeg

reinkarnaciaSi "normalur adamianad" daibadeba.

hijrebis  brZola  sakuTari  uflebebisaTvis

yvela hijra rodi egueba sakuTar xvedrs ase

advilad; bolo aTwleulis manZilze indoeTSi

Seiqmna seqsualur umciresobaTa sakiTxebze

momuSave asociaciebi da arasamTavrobo organiza-

ciebi, romelebic hijrebisaTvis sxva danarCeni

Cveulebrivi moqalaqeebis msgavsad mopyrobasa da

maTTvis imave uflebebis miniWebas iTxoven.

aqtivistebi acxadeben: "Cven imitom ki ar

vawuxebT xalxs, rom ase verTobiT, aramed amiT

puris fuls vSoulobT".

indoeTSi iqmneba dasaqmebis saagento, romlis miza-

nia, daexmaros hijrebs Rirseuli samuSaos moZi-

ebaSi da uzrunvelyos maTi umuSevarTa daxmarebis

talonebiT momarageba. TandaTan sul ufro meti

hijra ikavebs adgils "normalur" samuSaoebze da

sajaro sivrceSi. transgenderulma umciresobebma

xma aRimaRles, isini Tavs ierarqiuli sazogadoe-

bis msxverplad acxadeben. es Tema bolo periodis

wignebsa da filmebSic gamoCnda. 

2005 wels, CNN-is erT-erT siuJetSi gadmosces,
rom cvlilebebi yvelaze dramatuli da Sesam-

Cnevia iseTi mamakacuri dominirebis sferoSi,

rogoricaa politika, sadac hijrebma nela, magram

those who have felt cross-gendered throughout their
lives and thus are really transsexuals, and those who
turn to the hijra community because of the unfavourable
status of homosexuality in Indian society. As hijra they at
least have sanction to exist within society and become
part of a community of "people like them".

Sometimes there are rivalries and enmities between dif-
ferent "types" of hijra. Born transgenders may claim that
the public has the wrong perception about them,
because "fake" cross-dressers and transsexuals beg in
trains and harass people and thus give the hijra com-

munity a bad
reputation. 

Given their
status out-
side societal
norms, hijra
have been
deprived of
the right to
marry, hold
proper jobs,
own proper-
ty, have pass-
ports or go to

schools. In India, they were granted voting rights only in
1994. They often do not get seats on busses or trains.
They are frequently hassled and humiliated; and there
have been reports of numerous illegal detentions and
harassment by police. 

As a consequence, many hijra see death as liberation
from the curse of having been born a transgender and
hope to be reincarnated as a "normal human being". 

HIJRA  FIGHT  FOR  THEIR  RIGHTS

Not all hijra submit to their fate so easily. In the past
decade associations and NGOs dealing with sexual
minorities have been formed in India and demanded
that hijra be treated as normal citizens and be accorded
the rights entitled to all people . Activists say: "We do
not want to harass or embarrass people for fun - we
have stomachs to feed."

An employment agency is starting up in India to help the
hijra find decent jobs and to provide unemployment
checks. More and more do hijra enter "normal" work life
and public spaces. Transgender minorities are now
making their voice heard as victims of a hierarchical
society, a theme expressed in recent books and films. 

According to a CNN report in 2005, the change is most
dramatic in the male domain of politics, where slowly
but increasingly hijra have seen success, "in part
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mainc miaRwies warmatebas. "nawilobriv, es aixs-

neba imiT, rom indoeli amomrCevlebi xmas aZle-

ven hijrebs, radgan am gziT istebliSmentis

mimarT protests gamoxataven da aseve, hijrebi,

ojaxuri kavSirebis mqone qalebisa da mamakace-

bisgan gansxvavebiT, SesaZloa, naklebad iyvnen

dainteresebulni piradi sargebliT."

qalbatoni nerhu, romelic CrdiloeT indoeTis

Stat biharSi municipaluri sabWos wevrad

airCies 1995 wels, acxadebs: "adre xalxs cekviT

varTobdi, axla maT keTili, humanitaruli saqmee-

bis keTebiT gavarTob."

kidev erTi magaliTia Sabnaum mausi, igive deida

Sabnaumi, romelsac amomrCevlebma 1998 wels

mxari dauWires madhia pradeSis StatSi. gamar-

jvebis Semdeg Sabnaumma Tavisi warmateba ase

axsna: "es iyo liderebisa da politikosebis

apaTiiT, sxva adamianebis gansacdelisadmi maTi

uyuradRebobiT gamowveuli reaqcia."

iseTi pionerebis magaliTebi, rogorebic arian

Nnehru da Sabnaumi, gviCvenebs, rom "mesame sqesis"

warmomadgenlebs, romelTac xSirad zemodan

uyureben da riyaven, SeuZliaT, mniSvnelovani poz-

itiuri roli iTamaSon adgilobrivi sazogadobe-

bebis sakeTildReo saqmeebSi. maTi pozitiuri

gavlena xels uwyobs damokidebulebis Secvlas. 

calkeul SemTxvevebSi, warmatebul politikos

hijrebs pativs scemen msxvili politikuri par-

tiebi da sxvadasxva kastis, religiis, asakisa Tu

sqesis ubralo moqalaqeebi. 

aki Tavad qalbatoni nehru ambobs: "politikas

genitaliebi ar sWirdeba, tvini ki namdvilad

saWiroa."

mmiirraa  zzoovvaakkaarrii

(1) "aurveda" uxeSad SeiZleba vTargmnoT, rogorc "sicocxlis prin-

cipebis codna". aurveduli tradicia, savaraudod, 5000 wels iTvlis.

igi gansazRvravs sicocxles, rogorc sxeulis, grZnobis, gonebisa da

sulis erTianobas da Sesabamisad, janmrTelobaSi yvela maTganze

Tanabrad zrunvis aucileblobas gulisxmobs. vedebis msgavsad, indu-

sebs aurveduli codnac RvTaebriv gamocxadebad miaCniaT.

because Indian voters support hijras as a way of
rebelling against the establishment, and in part
because hijras are perceived as being less interested in
personal gain than men and women with family ties." 

Ms Nehru, who was elected into the municipal council
in the northern state of Bihar in 1995, says: "I used to
entertain people by dancing. Now I entertain them by
doing good, humanitarian deeds." 

Another example is Shabnaum Mausi or Aunt Shabnam,
who was favoured by voters in the Sohagpur constituen-
cy in the State of Madhya Pradesh in 1998. After win-
ning, Shabnam declared the victory a "reaction against
the apathy of leaders and politicians towards grievances

of the peo-
ple".  

Pioneers
such as
Nehru and
Shabnam
are a proof
that mem-
bers of the
"third sex",
often looked
upon as

freaks and
outcasts,
can play a

positive role for local communities. They help change
perceptions and provide a positive influence. 

In particular cases successful hijra politicians are being
respected by mainstream parties and ordinary citizens
of various castes, religions, age and gender. 

After all, as Ms Nehru herself points out: "You don't
need genitals for politics. You need brains."

Mira  Sovakar

(1) A rough translation of Ayurveda would be "knowledge of the principles of
life". Ayurvedic tradition is believed to be at least 5000 years old and follows
a wholistic approach to life and health care, which defines life as a combina-
tion of the body, sense organs, mind and soul. Like the Vedas, Hindus con-
sider Ayurvedic science a divine revelation, not composed by humans.

Seza  dda  neilla  /  Sheza  and    Neila

@ Photo by Thomas Pfister

wyaroebi  /  sources
Beary, Habib. India's Eunuchs demand rights. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/3080116.stm
Bray, Marianne. A Eunuch's tale from the slums. http://edition.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/asiapcf/09/07/india.eye.eunuch/
Gugler, Thomas von. Locating Queer in the Vedas: Das Dritte Geschlecht im Alten Indien. http://www.suedasien.info/analysen/1931
Kumar, Arvind. Hijras: Challenging gender dichotomies. http://web.archive.org/web/20041013022042/http://saheli-asia.org/Hijras/hijras05.htm
Nanda, Serena. Neither Man Nor Woman, 1990, Wadsworth Modern Anthropology Library. 
"Eunuchs seek quota in politics." PTI (India). Feb. 28, 2003. http://www.tribuneindia.com/2003/20030228/punjab1.htm#12
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/668042.stm



es tradicia saxecvlili formiT ukve adreul

kinematografSi iCens Tavs da Tu SeiZleba ase

vuwodoT _ travestiis xelovnebaze dafuZnebul

erTgvar Janrul saxeobas qmnis. am SemTxvevaSi,

akrZalva qalis profesiul arCevans aRar exeba,

Tumca, rCeba, rogorc tabu araheteroseqsualobis

reprezentatulobaze. erTi SexedviT, tabuireba

SeumCnevelia, ramdenadac zedapiruli danaSrevi

Janris TaviseburebaSi vlindeba. gadacma yvelaze

gavrcelebuli saxiT komikuri efeqtis Sesaqm-

nelad gamoiyeneba (`jazSi mxolod qaliSvilebi

arian" (Some Like it Hot), `Carlis deida", `viqtori

da viqtoria", `tutsi" da a.S), rogorc erTgvari

burleskis, mxiaruli da feradovani sanaxaobis

piroba; mTeli filmis ganmavlobaSi, personaJe-

bisgan gansxvavebiT, mayurebelma icis, rom kaci

qalis tansacmliTa da manerebiT aris SeniRbuli

an piriqiT da efeqtic, swored am `Seusabamobis"

aRqmazea damyarebuli. gadacma arnakleb mniSv-

nelovania ormagi seqsualurobis xazgasasmeladac

(`maroko", `madam baterflai" da a.S.), rac ukve

Zalze aSkarad iZleva orazrovani wakiTxvis

saSualebas maSinac ki, roca garkveul periodebSi

The performance by men of women's roles in ancient
theatrical tradition is a manifestation of a paradoxical
conflict. On the one hand, it was a consequence of the
fact that women, along with being deprived of many
other rights under the existing patriarchal order, were
not allowed to appear on stage, though on the other
hand, this tradition broke down the tightly controlled
distinction between the sexes that existed under the
same patriarchal order. An actor's skills at playing
women's roles were judged based upon how well he got
to grips with the existing model of "femininity". What
happened effectively was that it was unconsciously but
publicly acknowledged that "femininity" and "masculini-
ty" were roles to be played and that there could be con-
stant switching from one role to another. 

This tradition was manifested in early film as well and it
can be said that the "art of travesty" was a sort of genre

mamakacis mier qalis rolis

Sesrulebis uZveles Teatralur

tradiciaSi paradoqsuli

winaaRmdegoba vlindeba: erTi mxriv,

is patriarqaluri wesrigis gamoxat-

uleba iyo, romlis Tanaxmadac qals

bevr sxva uflebasTan erTad, scenaze

gamosvla ekrZaleboda da meore mxriv,

Tavadve Slida am wesrigis mier

sqesTa Soris mkveTrad kontrolire-

bul zRvars. qalis rolis

SesrulebaSi daxelovnebuli msaxiobe-

bis ostatobas imis mixedviT afasebd-

nen, Tu ramdenad damajereblad

pasuxobdnen isini `qalurobis" arse-

bul models. faqtobrivad,  gaucno-

biereblad xdeboda imis sajaro

aRiareba, rom `qaluroba" da

`mamakacuroba" rolis TamaSia,

romelTa mudmivi gacvla, rolidan

rolSi gadasvla SesaZlebelia.

A R T

`̀ tt rr aa nn ss gg rr ee ss ii uu ll ii   kk ii nn oo ""   
anu kino,  romelic  arRvevs  sazzRvrebs

TRANSGRESSIVE  CINEMA:  
Films  that  Violate  Boundaries  
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`aratradiciul orientaciaze" miniSnebac ki

ikrZaleboda ekranze. Tu `Sefarvis imuniteti"

Zlieria komikur Tu melodramatul motivaciaSi,

sruliad gansxvavebul da Tamam interpretaciad

mimaCnia asta nilseniseuli `hamleti", romelic,

albaT, hamletis mravalricxovani da mravalfer-

ovani gaazrebebis speqtrSi, yve-

laze ufro araorTodoqsul ver-

sias warmoadgens. radgan daniis

mefes vaJi memkvidre ar hyavs,

asta nilsenis personaJi

bavSvobidan iZulebiT izrdeba

princis statusiT. mas sacolesac

SeurCeven _ ofelias, romelsac

gaurbis da yvelanairad cdilobs

Tavis aridebas. situaciis dramatizms kidev

ufro aZlierebs misi uimedo siyvaruli hora-

cios mimarT... Tu films ararsebuli memkvidris

zRapruli motiviT ganpirobebul siuJetur qar-

gas movacilebT, dagvrCeba daniis princiseuli

yofna-aryofnis tragizmi, rac aramarto sasaxlis

intrigebiT, aramed, sakuTari identifikaciis

ZiebiT, CaxSuli vnebebiTac aris gamowveuli.

zustad 10 wlis Semdeg gadaRebul filmSi

`maroko" marlen ditrixi ukve Seufaravad

axdens lesbosuri, ufro sworad biseqsu-

aluri ier-saxis deklarirebas. roca Sav

cilindrsa da frakSi gamowyobili kabares

momRerali darbazSi Sedis, sayovelTao

aRtacebas iwvevs orive/yvela sqesis

adamianebSi. is TavisTavSi aerTianebs raindul

galanturobas, `mamakacur" Tavdajerebulobas,

`qalur" eleganturobasa da koketurobas...

simReris damTavrebis Semdeg jer vnebianad

kocnis tuCebSi erT-erT stumar qalbatons,

bolos ki _ moavlebs ra Tavis idumal

mzeras aRtacebul publikas _ Taiguls

Cuqnis legioners, romelic darbazSi

gamoCenisTanave SeniSna. amiT is rainduli

ritualis erTgvar `uzurpacias" axdens gmiris

maskulinizaciis gareSe. marlen ditrixis

momRerali is personaJia, romelsac Tanabari

momxibvlelobiT aqvs morgebuli (da aRreuli)

`feminuri buneba" Tu `maskulinuri kultura" da

TamaSis wesebis mixedviT avlens maT.

filmSi `jazSi mxolod qaliSvilebi arian" toni

kertisisa da jek lemonis gmirebi, qalad gadac-

unto itself. In this case, however, the prohibition does
not concern the career choices women make, but
remains as a form of taboo on representation of non-
heterosexuals. At first glance, the tabooing is impercep-
tible, since the surface layer can be seen in the peculi-
arity of the genre. 

The most widespread use of cross-dressing was for
comic effect, such as in Some Like it Hot, Charlie's Aunt,
Victor Victoria and Tootsie. In these films, it serves to
create a cheerful and colourful burlesque-like spectacle.
Throughout these films the viewer, unlike the characters

in the movie, is aware that the protagonist is
a man dressed in woman's clothing and
using female manners or vice versa. The
effect is based precisely on the perceptions
of this "disharmony". Cross-dressing is no
less important as a means to emphasize
dual sexualities (such as in Morocco and M
Butterfly), as it has been able to yield
ambiguous interpretations even at various

times in history when it was forbidden to even reference
"non-traditional orientations" on the screen. While
efforts to "gain immunity" through concealing are strong
in terms of comic or melodramatic motivation, I think
Asta Nilsen's Hamlet is a wholly distinct and bold inter-
pretation, as it is probably the most unorthodox version
of the numerous and diverse variations of the
Shakespeare play. Since the King of Denmark does not

have a male heir, Asta Nilsen's
female character is raised
from childhood as a prince.
They even pick out a bride for
her, Ophelia, from whom she
runs away and avoids at all
costs. Her hopeless love for
Horatio even further dramatiz-
es the situation. If we remove
from the film the element of
cross-dressing with the fairy-
tale motif of the non-existent
heir, we are left with just the
"to be or not to be" tragedy of
the Danish prince, which is
caused not only by palace
intrigue, but also by Hamlet's

search for self and her suppressed passions. 
Precisely 10 years later, Marlene Dietrich, in the film
Morocco, openly declares her lesbianism, more accu-
rately bisexuality. When the cabaret singer dressed in a
frock coat enters the hall, she excites people of both/all
sexes. She combines knightly gallantry and manly self-
confidence with womanly elegance and coquettish-
ness... After she finishes singing, she passionately kiss-
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muli musikosebi TavianTi sikekluciT,

kdemamosilebiTa da mimzidvelobiT, lamis

Crdilaven Tavad qaluri erotikulobis simbo-

los _ merlin monros. legendaruli finaluri

fraza _ nobody is perfect (aravinaa unaklo) _

gaismis, rogorc mwvave ironia srulyofilebaze,

dasrulebulobasa da normaze.

SemTxveviTi araa, rom pedro almodovari Tavis

kinematografiul maswavleblad, swored am ukv-

davi komediis avtors, bili uailders asaxelebs.

almodovari, romelTanac araTu kiTxvis

niSnis qveS dgeba normatiulobis da saz-

Rvris cneba, aramed yvelaferi _ da maT

Soris sqesi _ usazRvro performatul

sivrceSi iSleba. mis ukve adreul

scenarebsa Tu kinominiaturebSi erT-erT

centralur adgils ikavebs transeqsuali

gmiri, romelic almodovarisTvis am per-

formatulobis simbolod aRiqmeba.

transeqsualTa androginuloba erTdrou-

lad aqarwylebs tradiciul warmodgenas

Zlier kacsa da mgrZnobiare qalze. aq

qaluri da mamakacuri Zalaufleba

Tanabari xarisxisaa. 

`wyalobas" (`yvelaferi dedaCemis Sesaxeb")

TviTparodireba, romelic dauviwyar Sous

marTavs da gulaxdilad uyveba mayurebels Tu

ramdeni aTasi peseta daxarja, raTa uzado mker-

di, TeZoebi da a.S. hqonoda, kiTxvaze _ ratom ar

ikeTebs saboloo operacias anu ar moiWris

peniss _ pasuxobs: _ ara, operaciagakeTebulebi

umuSevrad rCebian. klientebs moswonT, roca pnev-

maturi mkerdic gaqvs da sxva danarCenic: magrad

damuSavebuli ZuZusTavebic da kargi penisic

mziTvebSi.

es filmi mravalmxriv sayuradRebo aspeqtebs

wamowevs, rac, SesaZloa, almodovaris filmebSi

yovelTvis iyo mimofantuli, magram, amjerad

erTian mwyobr msoflmxedvelobad warmogvidgeba.

almodovarTan mudmivad vlindeba tradiciuli

maskulinizmis, rogorc cenzoris krizisi, magram

aq ukve pirdapir cxaddeba misi sikvdili: filmSi

mamri, rogorc aseTi, aRar arsebobs, Tu ar

CavTvliT oTx `arasrulfasovan" mamakacs: 1.

lola-estebani, romelic mTeli filmis manZilze

aris da arc aris. masze mudmivad saubroben,

magram is uxilavia, rogorc logosi, rogorc

mama-RmerTi; is mxolod finalisken Cndeba

(TiTqos cidan eSveba) da kvdeba kidec; 2. este-

ban-2, romelic filmis dasawyisSive kvdeba; 3.

esteban-3, romelic filmis dasaruls ibadeba da

es one of the woman guests on the lips and at the end,
she gazes out at the enthralled public and gives a bou-
quet to a legionnaire whom she spotted upon entering
the hall. In so doing, she "usurps" this ritual of chivalry
without masculinizing herself. Marlene Dietrich's singer
character is equally endowed with a "feminine nature"
and "masculine culture" and manifests these characteris-
tics in accordance with the rules of the game in the given
situation. 

In the film Some Like It Hot, Tony Curtis and Jack
Lemmon, as musicians
dressed as women, nearly
overshadow that very symbol
of womanly elegance, Marilyn
Monroe, with their coquet-
tishness, haughtiness and
attractiveness. The legendary
phrase that closes out the
movie, "Nobody's perfect" is
an acutely ironic commentary
on perfection, completeness
and normalcy. It is no sur-
prise then, that Spain's Pedro
Almodovar considers the
author of that immortal com-
edy, Billy Wilder, to be his
"cinematographic teacher".

Almodovar's films question not only the concept of nor-
malcy and boundaries, but everything - including sex -
and unfold in a boundless performance space. 

Already in his early scripts and movie miniatures we see
that the central role is occupied by a transsexual char-
acter, who, for Almodovar, represents symbol of this per-
formance. The androgyny of transsexuals simultaneous-
ly dispels the traditional image of a strong man and
sensitive woman. Here, each sex has equal power. 

Almodovar's All about My Mother is a self-parody which
stages an unforgettable show and recalls for the viewer
in frank language how many thousands of pesetas were
spent so that the main character could undergo opera-
tions to attain unparalleled breasts and hips. When
asked why she gets these "symbolic" operations alone
and does not cut off her penis, she replies: 

"Post-ops are left without work. Clients like it when you
have both an inflated chest and everything else at the
same time: well refined nipples and a good penis." 

This film raises a number of multifaceted issues. This
may be the case with all of Almodovar's films, but this
time they are presented to us as a unified and cohesive
philosophy. Almodovar's films always show the crisis of
traditional masculinity as of a censor, though in this

3399



SidsiT aris inficirebuli; 4. penelopa krusis

gmiris sklerotiki, amneziiT daavadebuli mama.

anu ar arsebobs mamis saxeli, kanoni, romelic

`asrulebs mTavar rols sazRvrebis _ sakuTari

identifikaciis, sqesis, Taobebis sazRvrebis

dadgenaSi". 

erT-erTi kritikosi miiCnevs, rom lola-estebani

pirdapir asocirdeba sikvdilTan. mas axasiaTeben,

rogorc namdvil sens, romelTan urTierTobac

yvelas tkivils ayenebs. misi Sav tanisamosSi

gamoCenac (sagulisxmoa, rom pirvela sasafla-

oze, dakrZalvis procesiaze Cndeba), sikvdilis

simbolikaze migvaniSnebs. `mamis saxelic sikvdil-

Tan asocirdeba. mama _ es is aris, romelic

Tavisi macdunebeli falikuri ZaliT bavSvs da

dedas erTmaneTisgan ganaSorebs. mama _ es is

aris, visac Semoaqvs siamovnebaze akrZalva da

agresias iwvevs. es is aris, vinc unda mokvdes..."

pirveli informacia lola-

estebanis Sesaxeb tenesi uil-

iamsis piesasTan `tramvai_sax-

elad survili" kavSirSi

Cndeba, romelSic is Turme

kovalskis rols asrulebda;

kovalskis, romelic aseve cen-

zoris rols asrulebs debis

urTierTobaSi. is gaSmagebiT

cdilobs, sabolood gamijnos

Tavisi coli mamiseul ojax-

Tan (Tavdapirvel cenzorTan)

da sakuTaris sazRvrebi

daakanonos. umamoba almodo-

varTan myari sazRvrebis

ararsebobis winapiroba xdeba.

sagulisxmoa, rom lola-este-

banis (mamis) gardacvalebas

mohyveba patara estebanis

gamojanmrTelebac. Tanac, is krizisSi da

sikvdilis piras myofi tipuri `mamrobiTi sqe-

sis" warmomdgeneli ki ara, aramed axali tipis

“mamria”, romelic `aramdgradi" sqesobrivi

kuTvnilebis adamianTa urTierTobis _ usqeso

Tu piriqiT, orsqesiani mamisa da qalwulebrivi

mowyalebis dis (RvTismSobeli?!) _ nayofia.

Tanamedrove filosofiaSi ssaazzRRvvrreebbss  ggaarreeTT

ggaassvvllaass aRniSnaven terminiT ttrraannssggrreessiiaa; almod-

ovaris gmirebi `agresiulad transgresiulebi"

arian, riTic cdiloben Tavi daaRwion mamis sax-

elisa da kanonis samyaros.

TTeeoo xxaattiiaaSSvviillii

case its death is directly announced.

In the film, maleness, as such, does not exist, save for
four "incomplete" men: 1. Lola-Esteban, who throughout
the film both exists and does not exist, i.e. he is always
spoken about, as logos, as Father-God, but never seen;
he appears only at the end of the film and immediately
dies. 2. Esteban-2, who dies at the very beginning of the
film. 3. Esteban-3, who is born at the end of the film
infected with HIV. 4. The amnesiac and senile father of
Penelope Cruz's character. 

In essence, there is no father's name, no law which
would "fulfil the role of establishing boundaries in terms
of self identification, sex and generations".

One critic wrote that Lola-Esteban was directly associat-
ed with death: he is depicted as a disease with whom it
is painful to have contacts. His appearance in black
clothing clearly points to this (it is noteworthy that he
appears first at a burial service at a cemetery). 

"Father's name is associated with
death. Father represents that which
separates mother and child with his
phallic strength. Father represents that
which imposes a ban on pleasure and
inspires aggression. It is he who must
die..."

The first information we receive about
Lola-Esteban is in relation to Tennessee
Williams' play A Streetcar Named
Desire, in which he apparently played
the role of Kowalski; Kowalski, who is
just as much a censor in the sisters'
relations. He furiously tries to isolate
his wife once and for all from her
father's family (the original censor) and
thus codify the boundaries of what he
owns. For Almodovar, fatherlessness is
a precondition for the non-existence of

such boundaries. It is noteworthy that Lola-Esteban's
(father's) death is followed by the recovery of Little
Esteban, who is not a typical representative of the "male
sex" who is in crisis and at the brink of death, but rather
a new type of human. He is the fruit of contact of peo-
ple with "indeterminate" sexual affiliation - a sexless (or
on the contrary, two-sex) father and a sister of merciful
virginity (the Virgin Mary ?!). 

In modern philosophy, the term "transgression" is used
to denote "going  outside  the  boundaries". Almodovar's
characters seek to avoid their father's name and the
world of law through being "aggressively transgressive".

Teo  Khatiashvili
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