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Society’s attitudes and approach to sexuality and sexual behaviour have

various times in various cultures and continue to change
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havioural, medical, biological, cultural, moral) and none of these aspects can be consid-
ered dominant, society’s attitude towards sexual behaviour, as a rule, is mainly based on
moral assessments and issues of control.
The influence of religious notions and norms had a strong influence on sexology at the
beginning stage of its establishment as an independent science. One pioneer in the
field, Richard von Krafft-Ebbing (1840-1902), saw sexuality as a dangerous and destruc-
tive phenomenon which required strict social controls. Studies conducted in the first
half of the 20th century, however, almost completely changed prevailing notions about
the nature of human sexuality, thanks to new insight on psychological, medical and bio-
logical aspects of the matter. Nonetheless, cultural and religious factors continue to be
the main determinant in how most people view differing forms of sexuality.
The influence of these factors remains especially perceptible in Georgian culture. That
is why this issue of “Me” is devoted primarily to analysing tendencies in how Georgian
society has viewed homosexual behaviour in the past and in the present.
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Community empowerment

The number of people participating in meet-
ings organized by the Inclusive Foundation is
gradually increasing. From the beginning of
the year through July, some 20 discussions,
film showings and women’s club meetings
have been held, each attended by an aver-
age of 30 people. Of all the participants, 81
attended their first event this year. Women,
especially, have become more engaged and
more active. They account for 60 per cent of
the total number of attendees. The number
of people attending the film club has also in-
creased and now averages 40-50 people per
meeting.

Statistics

With the help of the Heinrich Boell Founda-
tion, “"Me” magazine became bilingual (Geor-
gian-English) in 2008. Its overall readership
has increased and more copies are printed.
The magazine is available in print form, as
well as in PDF on the internet (at the Inclusive
Foundation’s website, www.inclusive-founda-
tion.org). The number of PDF versions down-
loaded from the site in the first half of 2008
exceeded 2,500. The number of site users has
also grown, and now exceeds 4,500. The total
number of downloads of the magazine and
other Inclusive reports from the website is
over 3,000. The Inclusive Foundation uses the
magazine and the website to better inform so-
ciety about issues of concern to us.
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Trainings/visits

Employees of the foundation, as well as rep-
resentatives of partner organizations and vol-
unteers took part in various training seminars
this year. The trainings largely focused on pro-
viding psychological consultations to group
members and inculcating safer sexual behav-
iour. Foundation representatives interned at
institutions in the UK and the Netherlands.
Meetings were held at the Dutch Education
and Foreign Affairs Ministries and the British
Foreign Office, as well as with other interna-
tional and local organizations. Inclusive was
also represented at this year’s Amsterdam Gay
Pride Parade. Along with other partners in
the PRECIS project, foundation members took
part in a canal pride in Amsterdam’s canals.
For details, see the “Reportage” section.

Homophobia used
in war propaganda

Socioeconomic crises and, especially, war often
witness a worsening of social phobias. The Georgia-
Russia war this August was no exception. The Rus-
sian media used practically all forms of xenophobia
in its coverage and even included homophobia in
its arsenal of propaganda tactics. On 10 August, the
Eurasia news and analysis portal reported that one
Georgian soldier was found to have been wearing
women’s underwear and a photo of one of his fel-
low soldiers with an erotic inscription was found
in his pocket. The world’s LBGT bloggers assessed
this story as a cheap expression of homophobia
and noted that not only the media, but also hack-
ers resorted to homophobia. Alongside other visual
propaganda, one email they disseminated had the
subject line “Gay Saakashvili”. Predictably, as soon
as recipients of this email opened it, their comput-
ers became infected.

In stark contrast to the Russian media, mem-
bers of the Russian LBGT community con-
demned Russia’s military aggression against
a sovereign neighbouring state. The Georgian
media, as per tradition, was silent about this.
Our next issue will feature an extensive analy-
sis of wartime media reports.
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Same sex marriage
banned in California

Same-sex marriage was legalized in California
in May. Immediately afterwards, conservative
forces throughout the United States banded to-
gether and put an initiative on the state ballot
this November that would overturn the law and
ban gay marriage (Proposition 8). US civil society
launched a far-reaching counter-campaign that
included high-profile organizations and Holly-
wood stars. Brad Pitt himself donated 100,000
dollars to the anti-Prop 8 campaign. As is well
known, Pitt and his significant other, actress
Angelina Jolie, refuse to officially wed until all
of their fellow citizens (including gays) have the
right to do the same. Despite the broad support
for anti-Prop 8 efforts, which included such high-
profile companies as Google and Apple, voters
approved the initiative, thus banning same-sex
marriage in California.

Horizontal directive

On 2 July, after lengthy debates, the European
Commission passed the so-called “horizontal
directive” banning discrimination outside the
workplace. The previous administrative directive

Do you know that in Europe not
everyone is protected against ...
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had bound member countries to fight against
employment discrimination on the basis of
sexual orientation. The new directive applies
to other kinds of discrimination as well, for ex-
ample social protection and healthcare, educa-
tion and access to other kinds of services. The EC
had originally been planning to adopt a docu-
ment that banned such forms of discrimination
against the disabled and had not yet approved
the horizontal directive, explaining that such a
decision was expected to be met with resistance
on the part of some member states. Europe’s civil
society spared no efforts to ban discrimination
across the board and played a key role in getting
the EC to pass the final variant. Of special note
here are the efforts of ILGA-Europe in getting the
bill passed.

Eurobarometer

The latest Eurobarometer findings were pub-
lished on 16 July. The study reflects the latest
tendencies of discrimination in EU countries.
72-73 per cent of respondents in Cyprus, Greece
and ltaly said they thought discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation was still widespread.
Interestingly, respondents in countries that be-
came members more recently think such dis-
crimination is less common. Also noteworthy is
the fact that people in these countries are the
least likely to have non-heterosexual friends.
Meanwhile, almost a third of Europeans ques-
tioned said they would not have a problem with
the idea of a non-heterosexual person leading
their country.

United Nations

On 21-22 July, 2008, the UN’s Economic and So-
cial Cultural Council (ECOSOCC) granted two
more LBGT organizations the consultative status.
The Netherlands’ COC and Spain’s FELGTB have
now joined the ranks of other LBGT organiza-
tions granted analogous status over the past
two years. Consultative status is especially
important for civil organizations, as it allows
them access to UN meetings. They can attend,
submit reports and deliver speeches at UN
meetings and stage events at UN buildings.
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Hate crimes
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The phenomenon of hate crime is not new to
the world. The Holocaust, genocide, ethnic
cleansing and other forms of identity-based
persecution are all motivated by hatred. The
discussion of such crimes in a separate con-
text over the past few years has made it pos-
sible to elaborate concrete ways to combat
the problem. In Georgia, both ordinary citi-
zens and law-enforcement personnel have
very scant information about the nature of
such crimes. In the present article, | will at-
tempt to inform our readers about this phe-
nomenon on the basis of a recent OSCE work-
ing conference.

Definition

The OSCE's Office for Democratic Institutions
and Human Rights (ODIHR) has consistently
worked on the issue of hate crimes at the in-
ternational level. The OSCE’s working defini-
tion of “hate crime” is as follows:
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“Any criminal offence, including offences
against persons or property, where the victim,
premises, or target of the offence are selected
because of their real or perceived connection,
attachment, affiliation support or member-
ship of the group.”

The same method is applied to determin-
ing whether a person has been the victim of
a hate incident, which, unlike hate crimes,
implies a non-criminal act or hate speech. In
terms of consequences, hate crimes are fur-
ther distinguished from hate incidents by the
level of violence, the trauma incurred by the
victim and the threat and community stability
of the victimized group.

Establishing that a crime
has been committed

Establishing whether a given crime was in-
deed a hate crime, is important because, in
many countries, it is considered an aggra-
vating factor. In order to avoid abusing the
notion of hate crime, it must be established
whether the crime in question was indeed
motivated by hatred. To this end, the objec-
tive facts about and circumstances of the
case must be given careful consideration.
These factors (either taken separately or
viewed as a whole together with other cir-
cumstances) must clearly indicate that the
act committed was either wholly or partially
motivated by hatred against this or that so-
cial group.

Other factors to be considered when deter-
mining the nature of a crime are existing
racial, ethnic, gender or cultural differences
between the accused and the victim; written
statements or gestures by the accused; the
use of pictures, signs, symbols or wall graf-
fiti; participation of organized hate groups
or individual members thereof. Attention is
also paid to the perpetrator’s criminal record
and previous disposition towards the victim,
as well as the presence or lack of other mo-
tivating factors and the location of the inci-
dent.
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Offender typology

Three main categories of perpetrators of hate
crimes are distinguished:

-"thrill seeker”;

-reactive and retaliatory offender;

-mission offender.

The first type describes young people who
simply want to sow fear among representa-
tives of a given group, do not have a concrete
reason to commit the crime and are not mem-
bers of an organized group. They often com-
mit these crimes to be accepted by peers.
The second type describes those who feel
they have privileged rights, something that
starkly sets them apart from the victim. As a
rule, they do not have a criminal past and are
not members of an organized group, though
they may get help from such groups. They
commit such crimes because they feel the
group to which the victim belongs poses a
threat to their own way of life. These perpe-
trators select a specific victim. They do not
feel they are doing anything wrong and con-
sider their actions to be a just response to
this threat.

Mission offenders are often suffer from psy-
chological disorders, hallucinations and im-
paired ability to reason and consider the so-
cial group of the victim to be evil, non-human
or even animal. The offender also believes
that his/her actions are dictated by super-
natural forces and are aimed at cleansing the
world of evil. They see their criminal actions
as a response to the failures and misfortunes
that they themselves have endured. Such
criminals are often in rush to act, because they
believe that evil must be stopped before it's
too late. Statistically, this is the rarest type of
hate crime.

Factors hindering
the fight against hate crime

Work on this problem is further complicated
by the fact that Georgia is one of the few
member states of the OSCE whose legislation
does not recognize such offences, which is
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why there is no statistical data on hate crimes.
This hinders efforts to get an accurate picture
of the scope of the problem and elaborate
mechanisms to combat it. Furthermore, the
law does not list all groups that may fall victim
to hate crimes.

Other impeding factors arise from both the
victim and law-enforcement. The victim may
fear vengeance if he/she speaks out; he/she
may feel stigmatized and may be in denial
and may be afraid to publicly announce his/
her sexual orientation, ethnicity or political
affiliation. He/she may not trust the law-en-
forcement bodies and, in the case of immi-
grants, may fear deportation. For their part,
the police create barriers such as not taking
such crimes seriously, being poorly informed
about the matter, fearing being putin an un-
comfortable position, or being prejudiced
towards the social group to which the victim
belongs.

These factors almost entirely account for the
problems facing the fight against hate crime
in Georgia. Aside from legislative shortcom-
ings and the lack of statistical data, the situ-
ation is also complicated by the fact that the
issue is not a high priority for international
donor organizations and is not paid sufficient
attention by local civil society. It is also note-
worthy that human rights institutions are in
no hurry to begin working on this problem
either.

Paata Sabelashvili
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In recent years, women’s health issues have received
special attention. This should come as no surprise,
as the number of illnesses and other problems that
are potentially damaging to the female reproductive
system has grown. Unfortunately, women often de-
lay in seeking medical treatment. This is due in large
part to the fact that society is poorly informed about
the topic. Therefore we have decided to draw your
attention to some of the more widespread patholo-
gies affecting women:

Breast cancer affects one in twelve women on
earth. Breast cancer (cancer of the mammary
glands) is the number one most common ma-
lignant tumour (it accounts for 23 per cent of
all oncological disorders). It develops on the
basis of so-called precancerous conditions
such as mastopathy and fibroadenoma.

MASTOPATHY is a pathological condition of
the mammary gland caused by hormonal ir-
regularities. It occurs most commonly among
women aged 30-40. While women often ex-
perience pain in their breasts during premen-
strual periods, with mastopathy, this pain is
permanent and may be accompanied by dis-
charge from the nipples. Later stages of de-
velopment include more drastic changes in
the mammary gland tissue. Tissue becomes
indurated and hardens into a pea- or walnut-
size nadule or cluster of lumps. Fibrocystic
mastopathy requires surgical intervention.
According to clinical data, if mastopathy goes
untreated for a long time, the risk of it devel-
oping into breast cancer is very high.

The following are risk factors for mastopathy
and, by extension, breast cancer.

- Obesity, especially when accompanied by
diabetes and arterial hypertension;

- lodine deficiency;
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- Stress, neurosis, depression;

- An irregular, disordered sex life, which can
upset hormonal balance;

- lonizing radiation;

- Undesirable ecological conditions;

- Alcohol and drug abuse;

- Mammary gland trauma;

- Elective abortion;

and others.

Breast self-examination

Changes in the mammary glands can be
caught in the early stages if you perform
breast self-examination.

Women of reproductive age are advised to perform
self-examination on the same day of each menstru-
al cycle (i.e. on the fifth or sixth day from the start of
the cycle, when the mammary gland is relaxed). Af-
ter menopause, however, it should be done on the
same date every month. Self-examination should
be performed in a well-lit environment.

STEP 1

Check your bra for signs of discharge. Look for
pinkish, grey, greenish or yellowish stains.
STEP 2

Disrobe from the waist up and stand in front
of a mirror. Relax your arms and take a good
look at each breast. Look for changes in the
size, shape and contours of the breast. See if
the mammary glands are asymmetrical. Lift
our arms above your head and once again in-
spect your breasts. Check if you feel the skin
tightening over one of your mammary glands
or in the area of the nipple. Check if there is
discharge from the nipple during this process.
STEP 3

Check the elasticity of the skin, look for chang-
es in colour, the presence of rash or lumps, or
if there is any hardening.

STEP 4

Stand upright. Feel your left breast with your
right hand and your right one with your left
hand. Use the pads of your fingers - not the
tips — to palpate your breast, making circular
motions around the breast and moving inward
towards the nipple as you do so. The area you
check should extend from the clavicle to the
lower edge of the ribcage, from the breast-
bone up to and including the armpit.

STEP 5
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Lie down on a flat, firm surface, put the hand
on the side of the breast to be examined un-
der your head and perform the examination
with your opposite hand. Repeat on the other
side, as you did while standing up.

STEP 6

Study your nipples, both in terms of their
outward appearance and how they feel. With
two fingers lightly rub your nipples and see if
there is any discharge. If you find any signifi-
cant changes, see a doctor. Do not try to diag-
nose yourself, leave that to qualified medical
professionals.

ALGOMENORRHOEA is menstrual pain, fre-
quent frustration of menstrual function that
manifests itself in sharp or dull pains in the
lower part of the stomach, or in the vicinity
of the waist and hips. Algomenorrhoea is one
of the most common menstrual problems. It
negatively impacts women’s mood and ability
to work. Pain generally begins on the first day
of menstruation or a few days beforehand and
end on the third or fourth day of the cycle. Oc-
casionally, it is accompanied by nausea, head-
ache, fever and digestive failure. There are two
types — primary and secondary algomenor-
rhoea. Primary algomenorrhoea is brought on
by problems with the discharge of menstrual
fluid from the uterus and the resulting spastic
contractions. Causes can include physical and
mental exhaustion and the presence of other
illnesses. The condition is common when the
sex organs are not fully developed (infantil-
ism), when the uterus is retracted, when the
cervix is narrowed by lumps resulting from
abortion or when there are other uterine de-
fects.

Secondary agomenorrhoea develops against
the backdrop of various other maladies of the
sex organs, e.g. endometriosis, inflammatory
processes in the lesser pelvis, uterine cancer
and neuritis.

During primary algomenorrhoea, women are
advised to rest as much as possible, reduce
physical activity and limit sexual contact.
Various medicines are used to treat the pain
of algomenorrhoea. In case of secondary al-
gomenorrhoea, the primary illness must be
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treated first. Keep in mind that if the pain is
very intense, you should seek medical help in
order to rule out secondary algomenorrhoea.

AMENORRHOEA is the absence of menstrual
cycles for six or more months. Physiological
states of amenorrhoea are seen before puber-
ty and during pregnancy and lactation.
Pathological amenorrhoea stems from distur-
bances in the reproductive system. It may be
caused by iodizing radiation infection, stress or
inadequate nutrition, as well as genetic defects,
abnormalities in the central nervous or hormonal
systems, damage to the endometrium (lining of
the uterus), congenital absence of uterus (vagi-
nal agenesis), and lengthy treatment with other
medicines. Amenorrhoea causes sterility, psy-
cho-emotional disturbances and depleted sexual
function. Treatment must be sought from a quali-
fied specialist and the cause must be established
in a timely manner.

BARTOLINITIS is the inflammation of the Bar-
tholin gland. It may be caused by gonococci
(the bacteria that causes gonorrhoea), staph-
ylococcus, streptococcus, intestinal bacteria,
trichomanada and other microorganisms that
appear during infection of the vagina or ure-
thra or as a result of poor sexual hygiene, or
venereal disease.

As a result of the inflammation, the gland is
blocked, which in turn leads to the formation
of a cyst. The gland enlarges (possibly to the
size of a chicken egg) and pain is felt in the
vicinity of the vulva, especially while moving
or during sexual activity. The pain can spread
to the lesser pelvic cavity and fever and chills
may also result. When complications occur,
the infection spreads to the glandular tissue,
softening it and causing a yellowish-greenish
discharge. Early diagnosis is critical so that
the cause can be determined and relevant
treatment prescribed to avoid complications
that could lead to irreversible changes in the
woman’s body.

This material was prepared by the Tanadgoma
medical and psychological information centre
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“Welcome to the Future”
Report from Amsterdam’s Gay Pride 2008
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These words could be found in every nook and
cranny at the Amsterdam Gay Pride festival, as
they were printed on a poster advertising a lo-
cal DJ event going on at the same time. There
was another poster as well, one which remind-
ed us at every square, bridge and street that
“We Are”. This was the main slogan of the Am-
sterdam Gay Pride events.

Beyond carnivalized tradition, there is little
sign of how the movement began, it was
hard to tell where the marches began. Every-
thing around was colourful, everything was
in the air and no-one remembers why. Prob-
ably because this is what the future will look
like. But this year’s Gay Pride festival/regatta
was unique not only because it was held on
boats in the water, but also because it always
reminds us that “we are” and that we are en-
gaged in a constant battle and struggle for
our rights. Each year, “Canal Pride” has a new
focus. A major innovation last year was the
boat carrying gay and lesbian teenagers that
was followed by a boat sporting the flags of
the former Soviet republics, the latter being
a project in which the Inclusive Foundation
took part.

This year, the teenagers’ boat was followed by
a boat carrying their parents. In addition, gays
and lesbians from the Netherlands Antilles, a
society less accepting of homosexuality, were
allowed to show their pride in who they are.
This year’s parade was indeed exceptional.
Among its sponsors were large corporations
such as ING Bank and the TNT courier compa-
ny. The mayor of the city was the first to wel-
come the half million spectators. His boat was
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followed by a boat carrying several top mem-
bers of the Dutch cabinet - the ministers of
development and cooperation, education and
interior. The government boat almost became
an apple of discord among the Labourites on
the one hand and the Christian Democratic
and Christian Union members of the cabinet
on the other. Though right-wing members of
the authorities made no serious efforts to take
part in the regatta themselves, they were still
upset that only Labour Party members were
on the boat and that the Labourites did not
say they were representing the whole cabinet.
Perhaps this is the kind of future the afore-
mentioned poster was speaking about...
There was yet another event held during
Pride Days. The CoBrA Museum of Modern Art
hosted an exhibition entitled “Just Different”,
whose aim was to explore constructs of sexual
desire, gender and identity in the modern vi-
sual arts. Outside the museum stood a strik-
ingly pink nine-metre copy of Michelangelo’s
David - talk about “just different”!
The exhibition hall held more than 100 photos
and other works. Among the artists represent-
ed were world famous photographers such as
David Armstrong, Rachid Ben Ali, Nan Godin,
Hans van Manen, Robert Mapplethorpe and
Erwin Olaf. Coming out of the exhibition, | was
left with the feeling that everything that dif-
fers from the hetero-normative notions of de-
sire, gender and identity exists right here, at
our side, together with us.

msterdam Gay Pride 2008 kicked off on Fri-

day evening in the yard of the church where
the Dutch queen was wed, though is more impor-
tant for another reason. This yard is come to the
pink basalt Homomonument, which is triangular
in shape, just like the badges the Nazi regime
made homosexuals wear. This monument, the
first of its kind in the world, is dedicated to the
gays who fell victim to the Nazis. It is probably
symbolic that the tip of the triangle is pointing
towards Anne Frank’s house. | will never forget
anything about the Amsterdam Pride Festival, as
it serves as a constant reminder that “we are”.

Paata Sabelashvili
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The church, human rights
and homosexuality:

Interview with Vasil Kobakhidze
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The degree of homophobia in a country is in-
fluenced not only by the repressive attitude
towards homosexuality of that country’s tra-
ditional ideology and dominant religion, but
also by the official position of concrete religious
institutions and public remarks made by their
representatives. Given the breadth of the topic,
we will later devote a full issue of this magazine
to religion and sexuality, but for now we will
tackle the homophobic position of the church
as a social institution and the reasons behind it.
Our interviewee is Mr Vasil Kobakhidze, the au-
thor of numerous articles about the church and
societal problems.

ME: Compared to the extremely aggressive
statements made by politicians and certain
members of the clergy - which often even
contain calls for violent action - the posi-
tion of the Georgian Orthodox Church itself is
more cautious and restrained yet essentially
no less homophobic. The statements issued
by the Patriarchate, at minimum, run counter
to such fundamental human rights as the free-
dom of expression and the freedom of assem-
bly - rights guaranteed in the Constitution.
Given the current situation in Georgia, how
possible do you think it is to find a compro-
mise between the Church’s position on this is-
sue and human rights?

KOBAKHIDZE: The very concept of human
rights is new for the Orthodox churches. The
Russian Orthodox Church, which is the most
ideologically active among them, has elabo-
rated an Orthodox conception of human
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rights which contains absolutely absurd ideas,
such as that a person’s duties are of higher pri-
ority than his/her rights and that the notion
of person as an individual is not a supreme
value - rather the homeland and notions of
holiness is of premiere importance. Judging
by the public speeches of some of our clergy-
men, we can conclude that a human does not
have rights, he/she only has responsibilities.
The current position of the Orthodox Church,
as a public institution, stands quite far apart
from the Orthodox theological worldview.
This incongruity is starkly manifested when
it comes to the human rights of homosexu-
als and other minorities. A study by Romanian
author Sinziana Andrea Carstocea made a big
impression on me because it dealt with the
Romanian Orthodox Church’s treatment of ho-
mosexuals (though it also provides an analysis
of state institutions).

The situation there is so similar to the way
things are here that we could just replace the
word “Romania” with “Georgia” and you would
think that the author is analysing the prob-
lems in this country. Beyond Romania, this
tendency is sharply expressed in other east-
ern Christian countries (e.g. Russia, Serbia) - |
mean people shoring up their own power at
the expense of the most persecuted and op-
pressed minorities while no-one in our soci-
ety says anything, including human rights
defender organizations. Last year, plans for a
rally under the banner “All different, all equal’,
in which various minorities were to take part,
was met with a very aggressive reaction from
chokha [traditional Georgian men's apparell-
wearing public figures and politicians. There
were direct calls to violence and threats. The
Georgian Patriarchate, too, expressed a similar
stance. And, at a time when it was most neces-
sary, the organizations that were supposed to
raise their voice against this didn’t say a word.
This is a sign that civil society in our coun-
try has yet to develop. It is very important to
begin discussion and dialogue on this issue,
though it should be initiated by a group such
as the one in Romania ; and this would entail a
certain degree of civil self-sacrifice.

In this connection, | would like to point out
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one interesting fact: | wanted to make a state-
ment back then [in response to the backlash
against the rally], but we are in isolation and,
unfortunately, do not have a proper forum.
So | suggested to the representatives of reli-
gious minorities who were going to take part
in the rally that we make a joint statement.
They responded by saying that they, too, were
concerned about the participation of homo-
sexuals in the rally, pointed out that they had
nothing in common with homosexuality and
said they in fact shared the position of the
chokha club and the Patriarchate. Interest-
ingly, most of them were Europeans, not Geor-
gians. It turns out that in our reality, Western
values are cast aside and they fully subscribe
to the principles on which our society func-
tions.

The ideologically totalitarian society that took
shape after the rose revolution to a signifi-
cant extent determines society’s negative at-
titudes towards homosexuals. This especially
because it is an ideology based on religion.
There is one important factor here: in Ortho-
dox theology, a neophyte - a newly converted
person - is considered to be very dangerous
when he/she stands in truth and believe it’s
their duty to teach everyone else how to live.
We can compare the post-Soviet neophyte to
the Komsomol member of the 1920s, who was
just as sincerely convinced of his own truth
and would even tell the authorities if his own
father had connections to the White Guard.
Our society is now a religious neophyte. Un-
fortunately, many people in our society truly
believe in the mythology of Orthodox ethno-
nationalism that has been codified as the state
ideology. Through the media and with the fa-
cilitation of the government, the church tries
to impose this ideology on as many people as
possible.

The church is instilling in society its views on
biology, history, morality and, considering all
of society to be members of the church, even
guides their sex lives. It is another issue as to
whether it has the right to do this according
to Orthodox theology. | am speaking about
circumstances, where a church-going person
is enslaved and brainwashed. Such people not
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only have their sex lives regulated, they don’t
even brush their teeth in the morning without
getting their priest’s blessing.

ME: Other confessions have more or less
changed their attitudes towards homosexual-
ity. This could be linked to the development
of sexology as a science and, accordingly, a
deeper scientific understanding of the nature
of human sexuality. On the other hand, it is
also significant that representatives of other
confessions are more open to holding public
debates and arguments. To what degree do
you think the Orthodox Church’s aggressive
position is conditioned by the fact that the
church practically has a monopoly on the dis-
course and does not leave any free space for
public discussion of these issues?
KOBAKHIDZE: The Anglican Church has dis-
cussed this issue more than anyone else in the
world - and not just in Britain, but also in Aus-
tralia and in the American Episcopal Church.
The Lutheran Churches are also known for
taking a liberal approach. This is why the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church severed its ties with the
Danish Lutheran Church.

When speaking about this issue, we must
distinguish two things from each other. One
issue is when we speak about whether one
specific church, irrespective of how strong
a majority it holds, should have the right to
impose its views on secular society through
the use of various levers while the other is-
sue is when we speak about the place of the
Christian homosexual inside the church. This
is where theological factors come in and this
is a matter of debate. Interestingly, in one of
his last encyclicals, Pope John Paul Il admit-
ted that homosexual people do exist, though
he forbade them from having a sex life. In one
sense, this is a step forward.

There are pastors in the Episcopal Church who
openly state that they are gay. This raises a
very interesting issue. The Russian Orthodox
Church - of which the Georgian church is an
ideological appendage — has condemned their
[gays’] existence. In their statement, they em-
phasize that it is a matter of concern when a
member of the clergy openly admits being of
that orientation. In effect, the Russian church
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condemned not homosexuality, but rather the
open acknowledgement of it. It is this open-
ness that contravenes their moral system;
meanwhile, everyone knows that there are
homosexuals in the [church] hierarchy.

They are simply more traumatized and ag-
gressive when it comes to proclaiming it. The
Georgian Orthodox Church is no exception. In
1983 the Supreme Synod defrocked two met-
ropolitans and one archimandrite for homo-
sexuality. But this has never been a topic of
discussion. In contrast to the Catholic Church,
which has a Magisterium - where ideas are
already formulated and structuralized on all
issues and are taught - the Orthodox Church
theoretically has a space for dialogue and dis-
cussion, but the first real steps towards this
have yet to be taken.

ME: Judging from the reaction to Pako Ta-
batadze's public admission of his homosexual-
ity and the fact that he was booted off a reality
TV show for this reason, it is precisely the ap-
pearance of such people in a public space and
the open discussion of these issues that pres-
ent the main problems for the church, which
automatically interprets such openness to be
propagandizing sin.

KOBAKHIDZE: The ideology proclaimed by
the Patriarchate is in large part responsible for
the aggressive attitude and contempt towards
homosexuals in our society, though this ho-
mophobia also has roots in the culture itself;
in feudal traditional societies, people proved
their own identities at the expense of minori-
ties - be they people who think differently,
children, women or homosexuals.

In Pako Tabatadze's case, the Patriarchate in-
tervened culturally. They did not call directly
to the TV station, rather they managed to get
him kicked off the show through the interces-
sion of the political leadership. For them, as
is the position of the Romanian Church, ho-
mosexuality is not only behaviour directed
against God, it also means being an enemy of
the people. The security services should use
the same methods against “enemies of the
people and of the state” that the Cheka [Soviet
secret police] used. The church has the same
position in regard to non-Orthodox.
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So | think their problem is not only with the appear-
ance of such people in public, but rather with their
very existence. Yet, when it comes to homophobia,
Georgia is no exception; homosexuals are subjected
to aggressive treatment in many countries. This is
precisely why | said in one interview (I was a priest at
the time) that Christians should be the first to protect
homosexuals’ rights, as they are an oppressed and
marginalized minority. It is precisely the Church that
should protect them from political radicals and the
aggressively disposed part of society.

Interviewed by

Ekaterine Aghdgomelashvili

ABOUT VASIL KOBAKHIDZE

Born in 1966. Graduated from Tbilisi State Uni-
versity’s Law Department, the Tbilisi Ecclesiastical
Academy, the Church Law Institute at the Catholic
Theology Department of the Mark Bloch University
in Strasbourg - with a masters in canonical law -
and the Greek Language Institute of the Philoso-
phy Department at Athens Kapodistria National
University. In 1993, he was appointed as an instruc-
tor at the Tbilisi Ecclesiastical Academy.

He taught mainly theology, church law and homi-
letics. He served as deputy rector, the dean of the
Christian Anthropology Department, the dean of
the Theological Department and the pro-rector of
the Academy. He is a member of the “International
Association for Church Law of Eastern Churches”. In
1995, he was appointed head priest at the St Davit
Aghmashenebeli Church at Tbilisi State University.
In parallel, he served as assistant to the Patriarch
in matters of church law and legal affairs and head
of the Patriarchate’s press service. He left all these
posts in 1997 in protest at the Georgian Church’s
withdrawal from the World Council of Churches
and the fanaticism reigning in the church.

He has published numerous articles and given
many interviews on matters of divinity and eccle-
siastical/societal issues. On 23 December 2004,
the Holy Synod of the Georgian Church forbade
him from conducting church services over his pub-
lic criticism of the Patriarchate. He left the priest-
hood altogether on 28 February 2007 in protest
at the Patriarchate’s pro-Russian policies and the
years of humiliation and repression he had to en-
dure.
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Fmos 539969830 #9339 bsddmars 333800l sdemab dgd-
98 Imbeos (bsgstrozgemmdn Jgbsdsdnbo dxbemn 2000
6emob 1 0360bb 3om93wms). 09335, 0936030b35cmnBs305
bsdmgsmgdmngn sdmab 3ynbogm  (33emaemgdsl o
39emabbdmadb.  omgbs bsgsozgenmdn 3mdmbgybay-
sengdn gy y3gersty blBoadsdrbydaco xaanb
633ma0396006396. bsdmgsmmgdsdn s6bgdmemn 3mdm-
gmdosh “Bspapngdabs > oormdspapgderyo
gobgenmdgdobopdn ghmgergdsbosb” ghose Gm-
B&oem@smemn  Mggndob  30mmdgddn  (3bm3Mgdab
3839m30emg85;3 33dndgdb. bLsdgmars Fgandn, abgzg
FBgeN3 Y3970 BMBIIGIEIe FBggnde, Sofzgcn
gm3zemnbs, 500530560, 0bpngnwab B065503wg355 3ndstr-
oxemo. gfonsbo, 3mdmggbamn sbob Asdmysemndgdabs
3m(39b3n, J3930bs ovg ageb ©mby By 33dmbagaero,
6380b3ngmn “356bb35398memmBs” M908l 6063539z
B3t 3983 nohbg35, 3301 Imnb, bggbmsemmdals
“bb3sa3560” 358m3emnbgds(s.

bodﬁob 06@)360360. 300 1936-37. g@ﬁmbo og@mﬁm

NI of prisioners house. Gulag.1936-37. Author unknown

L3s@ndHm

The decriminalization of homosexuality in
post-Soviet countries began shortly after the
collapse of the USSR (in Georgia, the relevant
Article was abolished on 1 June 2000). But de-
criminalization does not bring about a swift
change in public opinion. Even today homo-
sexuals are one of the most stigmatized groups
in Georgia. The homophobia existing in society
derives both from the public’s “fidelity to tra-
dition and Orthodox values’, as well as the ex-
perience of living under a totalitarian regime.
The Soviet regime, like all other totalitarian re-
gimes, was targeted against the idea of “person
as individual”. In the quest to establish a single,
uniform society and a homogenous mass, any
expression of “differentness” on the level of be-
haviour or ideas - including manifestations of
“other” kinds of sexuality - was considered an
act directed against the regime.

1. @gfBabo “3emgdgs” badgmames 3gomml 8nggmmgbgds s 3rmg360l ddmmadn @a3gdnm 8gmBatios 35@ngLagdsm smBaMarmm dmbe-
8968L 39380M@gds, Gmgma dmbmgdn gBHmb bawan® “3o@sn-gmtimEal” gfom-gFio s8mbabgmgmmsb ogeb. 3g@mmb Lspgn@al
38mbabgmgmgdlb dmol ool dammgstn, MHmBgmo ©mg8rg 3mBmbgdbmsmoms magdgymnb yggmsdy (36mdamn swanmmos dmbgmgdo.

2. Reich W. Sexualitat im Kulturkampf: zur sozialistischen Umstrukturierung des Menschen. Copenhagen: Sexpol-Verlag, 1936
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93m30s8gen  Gbgodo  3mBmbygdbmsemaio
DEN0gHOMdgd0  3obmboo abggdmes.  damamdmo-
30 3m8mbgdbmeramo  39330M0boogal,  ©a3653539L
(308306730 ad@sbabrgds @S JSGMMMS gramEs. M3
ggbgds  Bgdogmazaramdom  3mBmbgdumer® -
0gFmdgdb, XX bamzmbol ©absbynbol Gabgmnl 0d-
390590, bgmobagmgdsz @ ggmgbosz ogoel by-
Jogws sbgo dgdmbzggzgddy, doo @Bg@gb, Bmegbac
Loy SFAbEMFaEMmo  BFalb  BomMmBmBamagbemgdl
qbgdmes. dm3g3am  baemmbgdo, Lowsi 3s30bogrno
3M0bGMMGS, IbG3Mgdo o 3mgBgdn  03Mndg-
omEbgb, Logdomm magalingsemo aym  Lgdbgaryo
3mamobE Mo madgdobogsb. 0xd(3s, d3mdmbgglims-
g0 bgdggméane dommme bégergd@geegmo
©5 3MbGmyMs@ommon Bno Mmoo s8mabymgdmes.
Bofdmgmo ofbgdmdes dgmdyg Ld3nmGaMs(3,
Gmdgeas gmdgmEommo bgdbom s39398Mm ssdo-
36908L 99M000698@s. XIX Loy gbals dmeambs o XX-als
3bsBynlida, nbgzg, Bmames Gabgmnl 083gGnal bbgs
0@ Joroggddn, mdomobdag oMbgdmdes swanmgdn,
9-6. “3mgdzgdn”, bowai bydbmsmao 3sm@bomtals
3m36s aym dgbadmagdgmo. mosgamal damgdo ©s
3maofmol  56sbmgdn 5305335 SEaNMIdsE  0ym
(36mdoemo.  30b@mgdo, MmBemgdos o3 Lid MG HMob
6Bl BomBmaanbbyb, ™mmMasbnmon  cmsbssmlby-
3mdbgb Lbgs Jommsga® bndmm@nmgdmsb, (3ndsd-
30emab “dggem odoranbda” Logdame Laab@gMgbmoss
sbgFnemn gb bpdgnm@aes. 83 gl gedmdsboemls
535 8mhomadal Gm8s63n(3 gbggdom - “aomenmgbs
Bo00mzbg 5 396”). ImBmgFmBamma 0gds@ngs
LogddmE 3m3Pmatnmo ogm XX baggnbolb 20-0560
Bemgdals Jomormen bsbgoo bgmmagbgdadas.

™d@mBdG0b FHgzmen 3058 8603369mmz6a dg(szamme
Logagos Ladstormgdfngn m3zambsdGabom. g3mg-
Lol 8basgba, dmmadgz03980(3 gbnbssmBrgagdme-
696 Lgbmoemmdal gmazgmaze6 aadmgmabgdsl, Gm-
B0 MIMI3MMEMJ(30mmo 0gm 5 3mbGMmenb
M 99390009d569dmeos (6m@33303360b Jd58mbgg35d0,
LabgemdBogzmb JmG@ﬁ)m@b). abagmgogmo “bgdbame-
@0 gobomagabmaamgdobsmgal” 8gdfMdmena 893at-
(36969930L  MBFS3mgLbmdal Bbasgbaw, dmemdgznggdo
3mBmbgdbgammdsl “dagmebaqmo  gobmbbaengdals”
258m3mnbgda mgmambgb. dmrdg3nigdalb MEIgbaom,
3y @otimmn Mggmenab dg8ga dmBmbgdlms-
mds, 0bg3g, Bmam@(3 “bgJbmsen@n gotyzboemgdol”

In pre-revolutionary Russia, homosexual re-
lations were forbidden by law. A person con-
victed of homosexual rape would be sent to a
labour camp in Siberia. When it came to con-
sensual homosexual relationships, however,
both the authorities and the church turned a
blind eye, particularly when the matter con-
cerned representatives of the aristocracy.

At that time aristocrats, artists and poets
would gather at Bohemian salons, which were
relatively free from moralist dogma about
sexuality. But the homosexual subculture was
not limited to intellectual and artistic circles.
There was another subculture, which brought
together those engaged in prostitution. In the
late 19th and early 20th centuries, there were
places in Thilisi, just as there were in other
large cities of the Russian Empire, so-called
“pleshkas”, where gays could find sexual part-
ners.

In Thilisi, the Gardens of Ortachala and the Sul-
phur Baths were known as such places. Kintos ,
who were a part of this subculture, lived along-
side urban subcultures (an interesting descrip-
tion of the Kinto subculture can be found in loseb
Grishashvili’s “Old Tbilisi”; the issue is also tacked
in modern writer Aka Morchiladze’s “Flight over
Madatov and Back”). In addition, homoerotic
themes were especially popular in Georgian vi-
sual arts in the 1920s.

The October Revolution in 1917 brought about
significant legal changes. Like the Church, the
Bolsheviks opposed all outward manifestations
of sexuality that did not have a reproductive pur-
pose and were not subject to control (in the case
of the Bolsheviks, state control). Just like in the
western left-wing “sexual liberation” campaign-
ers, Bolsheviks considered homosexuality to be a
manifestation of “bourgeoisie perversion”.

The Bolsheviks were confident that after the
proletarian revolution, homosexuality, like other
forms of “sexual perversion” would completely
disappear. But the Bolsheviks were just begin-
ning to gather their strength; the state was weak
and the future was uncertain.

1. The term “pleshka” dates back to the Soviet period and refers to a monument erected in honour of the soldiers who fell in the Battle of
Plevnyy, located near one of the entrances to modern-day Moscow’s “Chinatown” Metro stop. Between sets of stairs leading up to the metro
station, there is a boulevard which to this day is known as a gathering place for Moscow’s gays.

2. “Kintos were a class of street merchants in Thilisi in the late 19th-early 20th century. They were known for their distinctive dress and

flamboyant behaviour.
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bbgs BmE3gdo, Jmnensbso godMgdmms. o1d(3s, degm-
39303980 %96 bmemme domsl 03fgdwbgb, Labgma-
Bncgm Lb®o agm, dmdagsemo 3o, oM 339390,

3bogmgo 936im3sdn 3n8wnbaMy dmdmbgdLbmsemmdals
Bbogos@Enbszaolb  3Gm(3gbds asgmgbs Gmbgomdy(s
0gmbos, oo b beBsGonmgdFngn  gmoboms(s.
doggbgeaga 0dobs, MM 3mbGMggmenyson® Gmbgo-
3o 3mBmbgdbmerrnmo gomogMomdgdal ©g3ndnbaem-
0bs300b 0bo3098mMMgda 35g@gd > BaMab@gda

043bgb @> ofs dmendgznggdn. Ladgmoms 8gmngmbgda

> omab@gdo  ©oEbstl  393mm(3mdbgt  s3azeto
“I18569F0 356mMBBYdramdam”: “baddmms 396mb3wg-

demmds o (36mdL ©absdagmml, GmBgmai Bbgmdals
BoboscmBrgass 8ndstiorgma. Rggbo  306mBAgdemmds,
LoDMadEMYdAL ©(330L  3M0b(3039800056  o8mBnb-
o, 00035abBnbgdl Labyggerl doeremme 08 gdmb-
393530, Gz 3mdmbgdlmernl 0b@gMgbol mdagd@o
3(306996megeb0 o6 sl mmBrmmgsbs” (“onn Lod-
dmons gb(3ngmm3gns”. 1930).

30060 Brmgdal  absBynbolb  Gabgmnbagsb  asbbb-
39390000, Gm3s  dmendgzozgdo  ovgb  0bmbgdwbyb
“3Oma@gbgmmdoms”  ©s  Lgdbmsen®  Lagombydals
3085t dg(3b0gfgmo doamdgdoo, dmdmbgdlbysmm-

Meanwhile, the “psychiatrization” of homo-
sexuality under way in the West also had
an impact on Russia, including from a legal
standpoint. Still, the initiative to decriminalize
homosexuality in post-revolutionary Russia
was brought forward by the Cadets and anar-
chists, not the Bolsheviks.

For along time, Soviet doctors and lawyers flirted
with such “humanist legislation”. The 1930 edi-
tion of the Great Soviet Encyclopaedia reads: “So-
viet legislation does not recognize crimes against
morality. Proceeding from the interests of society,

396603 nogm@s ©s 85gLn8 gme 30 (1935 Bemals 50’7336360)

0(36md0 53@mG0
Genrikh Jagoda and Maxim Gorky (time after november

1935). Author unknown.

our legislation envisages punishment only for
cases where the object of a homosexual’s interest
is a minor or underage.”’

In contrast to the Russia of the early 1920s,
when the Bolsheviks spoke of “progressive-
ness” and taking a medical approach to issues
of sexuality, in 1934 homosexuality went from
being a medical disorder to an act targeted
against society’s morals, a crime against the
state. Little by little, homosexuality came to
be associated with anti-state activities.

3. Yaimze B. «Yronosuast Poccusi». M. 1990

4. 396mbdn “bomsbawm (33enmgdol” dnbggom, Mmdgmas dersdn 1934 Bemals 7 oM@ 3gz0ms, 3s850930gmmmds
Lobbemal badafmomnls sbsdsmman as8mzboms baddmms 3o3dntnl yggms Mgbdndmngsda. 0d 3, 39 Wbws 0oL,
m3 Bbgonbogseb geblbgaggdom, Lagstimggmman, sdgMdsngksbdn, M ddgbgmbs s ¢bdgigodn dgg0l Gmbgomnl
b 3@LgdMmo 39bmbn 3s85098s3mmmdol dgbobgd, oGz 85653y addBgdams. 835009803mb 3mbal BN, gb dgbo-
demms a8mBggmmn agm “o8 399469330 3mBmbgdlmemaiin 3Magd@ngolb Gotom asgmzgmgdeo”. (M.C. Kon. «JlyHHEIi

cBet Ha 3ape». M.1998)

-24 -



<K< <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< NLBMANYS / HYSTORY

A

35 53500930056 @ Lybmasmgdtingn dmeamal bo-
boomBroga FnBstormrn 3mg8gmgdnsb, Labgmdbogm
3bs3omom  0g3d. bgem-bgms  sg@merratio  gsbos
3mBmbggbmammdal ©o30330Mgds 36&abobgrdBagmg-
&6ng 8mg8ggdobonsb. gom3gma Gonbo By, M3
121 bB@nnb Bomgdab 3g8wga, Ladgmoms 353d0tdn 3m-
Bmbgugarmds,  3sbrn@n®dn,  3MbEMgzmEnano
8mg8ggds s d3nmbagn 9o Mebadn gebabnrgdmes,
Bmgme3 ©obsdagmo babgmdbogmb babsdy. (36mda-
0 abogb@n gamgMo dormady 653Gmadn, BmBgmacs
Ladgmoms 393300l gFnmedn bobbemal Ladstmennls
05365353900 ymgabs @ Jamommo bsdgatimb  bem-
305e® 0BbGo@ MG RoBmysmndgdals gbgds  Bgmb:
“Grgm(g BobL, bsddmas bgmddmgsbgmmds Batioems
o3mmoEs 3m3mbgdugsammdsl d3mmo@ogn ©sbsdy-
moE”. sbgmn ab3360L Ledsdl gomadgb ol god@acs
5dmy30, Bm3 bgamabab Logmsbergda d3mBmbydlbi-
Semms ©Y3bs-o3398000 Bagmazns 3o oM, LBmMgo
LabgBBagzm dadmmgds agm ©s3dz3gd .

39660k 0sgms, g 08 Bemgddo  @3adcimg-
ol 3m3o@gBob  Megdxmdstols  dmewgnemg  oym,
1933 Bgemb (g Jogz LogsbmB3gdmm (33mormyg-
38y), LESmEbobawdn B0Bgaem  GadmMmE3n Bl
“3900gmsbgos  @oxanngdelb”  Bggmgdolb  ©a3s@nd-
900b  Jgbobgd, Gmmgdo  “gabobgb  Laemmbgdl,
25My3bomgdol &xboggdobe ©s 3grgMabBms 3306y
R3IBIO0L  g0gMmnsbgdal, dg8mamdda Bobo  gadq-
Ineo  Jugmor  Rsdmysmodgdal  30BBoc”.  dmago-
36900, abgz bBsmNbabsdn BobgHnrn Bgfomdn ol
Bgeb: “3g0g@sbiGgdal og@ngn, 0ygbgdlh s 3gwgm-
sbgmmo BEggdol 3sbEn® Rogg@nmmdsl dmsmme
3MB@HMg3mE30n  80dbgdolbamgal, dmemn@oga-
Mo bibbos  sbamasbMmgdl  Lsbmasmgdal  Lb-
30003bbgs 53969830, sbgzg (30EmMdS Jggmbos Boogm
3M30sby o @emmBdn”.  Jgdm@BRgbogmns  LBomobal
80bsBgM0 88 m3ndnb@bys: “Lagomms badomamgdo
LadsgsmommE oNboxmMb, 396mb3gdmmdsda jo Lo-
03bsm (33emamgds dg30qL”.

sofboe  Rsbbgb  3mmgmdonmsm  asbBymdoagmo
m0dg@oemgdos,  MmBmgdoz  dg(3609Mgdal  asnw-
95980l go8m, gfmggemn dgdbybamgdemm®n Joodswm-

Wilhelm Reich wrote that after the adoption of
Article 121, homosexuality in the Soviet Union
was viewed as being on the same level as ban-
ditry, counter-revolutionary activity and es-
pionage and as a crime against the state.
Noted dissident Valeri Chalidze, in a work de-
voted to lifestyles of criminals and the estab-
lishment of social institutions of organized
crime in the Soviet Union , wrote: “It seems
that the Soviet leadership indeed considered
homosexuality to be a political crime.” Chal-
idze came to this conclusion in part because,
during Stalin’s lifetime, homosexuals were ar-
rested and persecuted not by the police, but
by the state security bodies (Cheka, NKVD,
KGB).

Genrikh Yagoda, who at that time was deputy
head of the NKVD, wrote in a 1933 (just before
the adoption of the legislative changes) report
to Stalin that he had imprisoned members of
“groups of pederasts” who had been “opening
salons and dens of perversion in order to unite
smaller groups of pederasts with the ultimate
aim of establishing spy networks".

In a later letter to Stalin, Yagoda wrote: “The
union of pederasts has been using the caste-
based and shuttered nature of pederast circles
for directly counter-revolutionary purposes,
politically corrupting young people of various
strata of society and trying to penetrate into
the Red Army and Navy.”When he received the
document, Stalin wrote on it: “These scoun-
drels must be punished to set an example and
relevant changes should be entered into leg-
islation.

The homophobic liberals, who had idealized
medicine and spoke of a sort of condescend-
ing tolerance for “unfortunate sick people
who must be approached in a humane way”,
were now nowhere to be found, as they were
replaced in the movement by “proletarian

3. Reich W. Sexualitat im Kulturkampf: zur sozialistischen Umstrukturierung des Menschen. Copenhagen: Sexpol-Verlag, 1936

4. Yanuaze B. «Yronosuas Poccus». M. 1990

5. According to the “relevant changes” in legislation, which entered into force on 7 March 1934, sodomy was declared a criminal offence

in all of the Soviet republics. It should also be noted, however, that, in contrast to Russia, there had already been a law on homosexuality

on the books in Georgia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. The law had taken effect when these countries were part of the Russian
empire and had not been invalidated under Soviet rule. Igor Kon speculates that this law had been in place because “homosexual practice was
widespread in these countries”. (See: N.C. Kon. «JIyHHslii cBeT Ha 3ape». M.1998)

6. This is the common name for an event that took place on 30 June 1934, in which Hitler had some 200 SA members slaughtered in a

single night in an effort to do away with his political opponents. They included Ernst Rohm, who at the time led the Brown Shirt police.

The majority of the repressed people were homosexual and for this reason, this date is considered to mark the beginning of the terror against

homosexuals in Germany.
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mmdoo  LamdEmdEbgb  “bLodMsram  v35@BYmeygddyg”,
m3mgdo(z 373eby® dm3ymmdal bogammgdwmbgb. dsm
“3Fmemg@otin 3m3sbabBgdn” Rogbs(33mbgb.

o030 Bggab@gdab gbsby 3mBmbgdumammds dnmme
©¥73°3800r>  3mbEBGIgmIgEeby @ X3YBIG
330mbogl, gafmm dsbgdabomgal gobaggd gbsdy 3m-
8mbgdugamos J3g946ab 8@Fam Jgmasbgabsmgal awg-
e baggmdggemb 3ogbod gmegn s8bowgdl. 1933
Bgemb, gobgo 3Mogmsbs @ adggb@nsdn J3gybogds
8abo (36mdagn Bgfaema “3Gmeg@etinmo 31356n0b30”:
“somdom 3o o, s0dbmdom  gog@n 8@ yzgmgdlb
9360030l SbomasbFigddy  39dnd3ob  ©adsbamgs-
g, 3o8Mygbgem  adgmgbady. Bog@gdal  Rsdmogme
— bobobemmmdss, ambgdsz o6 bos asmse@gationm
S@gmsboob Bog® oo dmbrmdgdoo dgabbamon oo
393M(39m9dmo LodobdMom, Moz Lym PBO™ ©s
IBOM oo Gamm FsbdGedgdl adgbl. MdMsrme,
806y 5t3b0dbm, M3 J3994965dn, Lowsz 3Gmeng-
GM0580b 3073530 s BoMBs@gdmmn  stmg-
9enmdss, dbamasdimdal 3s8Mysbgmo dmdmbydlime-
mds beygoargm sbadanmae 300fbgzs s abggds,
00 goenmbmgmlbgdal, 3g(3609M980L, dgbogmbgdal
“3m@Enm J39996s30” 3o 3mBmbgdlbmsragdo osgo-
bygmor @ eégbxgmse dmd8yegdgb. 1330 8%3M-
(39mEs LEMLE MmO gsdmomdds: “aesbsanmgm 3m-
3mbgdugammds s 3d0b30 godmgds!”

BgGnemnls go8md3gy6gd0wsb 2 ogol 398ga, agMdsbo-
580 “agfdgmon @sbgdol madgl”, Bombgmsgar w@adbsb-
aHgdabs Bo30b@gdal s Imsmme da@mgmab bo-
653y, @0mddol Bomnsbag gBofgdash gMbLE Gmdn
5> 33besb ssbrmmgdymo 3oMgdo. d(se, amM ol
BobobBom8g@yzgmgdolb  LadofMabdomme,  33dab30
3800 36 gd3gMams 3qgMB8s60sdn, 0bggg, Bmamz 3m-
3mbgdbmamos Goibgo o6 Jgd30M9dmms  “boddmos
Bmgdamagdgms” dmtinbs.

1934 Bemobs 850L3n, Lodgmos 393906380 3mBmbgdly-
omomd 3035600 a3m 30gdMmgdal 833560 833500
(330093000 393mmgdmds (36mdaem8s abamobgem-
85 3m3mbabEds 3o gonmBs, MMBgmn3 MOZOWI(3
3m8mbgdbmsmo agm, Bgfomom Badstims  LEsmnbl,
mBgmdoz  (300mmdes  ogbbbs  bBenbobamgal,
™8 “858509353tmmdnbamzgal baBamomgdmngn dalyb-

humanists”. For the Chekists (secret police),
homosexuality was closely associated with
counter-revolution and espionage. This was
translated into the language of the masses by
Maksim Gorkiy, who laid the ideological foun-
dation for declaring homosexuals enemies of
the state.

In 1933, his famous article “Proletarian Hu-
manism” was published in the state newspa-
pers Pravda and lzvestiya. In it, he wrote:

Not dozens, but thousands of facts speak to
the destructive and corrupting influence of
fascism on the youth of Europe. Listing such
facts is a disgusting pursuit - you shouldn't
even bog down your mind with the filth so en-
thusiastically created and spread by the great
bougeouise, which is taking on greater and
greater dimensions.

| just want to point out that in a country that is
bravely and successfully ruled by the proletar-
iat, homosexuality, which corrupts the youth,
is considered a social crime and is punished
accordingly. By contrast, in the “cultured”
countries of great philosophers, scientists and
musicians, homosexuals act freely and impu-
dently. A sarcastic saying has even appeared:
“Destroy homosexuality and fascism will dis-
appear!”

Two months after the publication of this ar-
ticle, on the “the night of the long knives” in
Germany, Ernst Rohm and almost all of his as-
sociates were slaughtered despite their con-
tributions to the Nazi cause and merit before
Hitler himself. But Gorkiy’s prediction did not
come about and fascism did not vanish from
Germany, just as the number of homosexuals
did not decrease in the Soviet Union. In May
1934, the famous English Communist Harry
White, concerned by the sharp change in the
Soviet Union'’s attitudes towards homosexual-
ity, wrote to Stalin in which he asserted that
“making homosexuality a crime runs counter

5. 08 babgmoom 3ggoms ob@m@osdn 1934 Benols 30 0gbobo, Gm(zs 30@myds 3mmodngn®o dmbBobascmBrgaggdal RsBmBmEigdol 80bbom,
9600 0080l 356853mmMd330 “SA”-ls 200-800g 69360 B0bognMo@ 3osboran®s. 8301 dmmal aym gblE GmBacs, BmBgmocs bamsggdo
0035 Y930b8gMm3gMsbansbos dmenn(z0slb. HgdMgboMgdamms 1dg@gbmds 3mdmbydbgsmra® mMogb@s(snnlb oym, Mol gsdm(, 93 mamoml
3968560530 3mBmbgdbmsmas BobsscmBrga 808sGormmo Ggfmmol QobosgobaQoG 800Rbg396. YBRG™ 36(3emaE 530l Jgbsbgd gandemnsc
Ja@boem “G9b” 89-5 6emBgHdn 603m;j333536‘3@ LBGdn Ba0gombmm “3mBmbgdbmmmds s 8gbady Msenba”.

6. XKypnan «Mcrounnk». Ne5-6. 1993

7. «Paguno ceobona» or 10.03.2002. Bnagumup Tossi. “Kpacusim” o “romy6omy”. - CoBeTcKast BIaCcTh IPOTUB TOMOCEKCYaIUCTOB
8. Dan Healey, Homosexual Desire in Revolutionary Russia. The Regulation of Sexual and Gender Dissent. University of Chicago Press;

Chicago, 2001
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ab3agdramdols dgdmmgds  gBnbosmBogagds Fmameis
LobsBgaemgl, by  Betgdbnb3-rngbabnDBal  3E0b(30-
393", 3o0000b sBE0m, 3obibl ombgady “dgbademgdg-
m0od o9 565 3mdmbgdbgamon 3m3gbobdnmo 3sGE0als
mofbgmmo Bg36in aymb”, 30b303mmo 360d36gcmmds
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to both reality and the principles of Marxism-
Leninism.”

White, who himself was gay, believed that, the
answer to the question “can a homosexual be
a worthy member of the Communist party”,
was of key importance not only to the Soviet
Communists but also to communists living
elsewhere in the world. It seems that neither
the letter’s comparison to Hitler nor the claim
that anti-gay laws contravened the principles
of Marxism-Leninism had any effect on Stalin.
Stalin wrote the following words on the letter:
“Send this to the archive. He’s an idiot and de-
generate. |. Stalin.”

The criminalization of homosexuality was pre-
ceded by a new law “on marriage and family”;
abortion was banned in 1936. As soon as the
state got stronger, the illusory progressive-
ness and freedom was replaced with Bolshevik
Puritanism. As Vladimir Tolts put it, “The dicta-
torship of the proletariat in practice emerged
to be a dictatorship of vulgar Puritanism.”
According to Dan Healy , from 1934, when ho-
mosexuality was banned by law, until the dis-
solution of the Soviet Union in 1991, 60,000
people were convicted on this charge. Healy
notes that this number is based on his re-
search in archives and points out that the real
figure is probably much higher, because dur-
ing his research he was not allowed access to
secret police archives and because there is no
information on the NKVD/KGB's use of this ar-
ticle.

Furthermore, inaccuracies in official data,
Healy says, likely indicate that when the mat-
ter concerned famous or popular people, se-
curity officials preferred to charge them not
with having homosexual relations, but rather
with engaging in counter-revolutionary ac-
tivities .

7. Kypuan «Mcrounnk». Ne5-6. 1993

8. «Paamo cBoboma» ot 10.03.2002. Bnagumup Toxnsi. “Kpacubim” 1o “romy6omy”. - CoBeTcKast BIaCTh IIPOTHB TOMOCEKCYaIUCTOB
9. Dan Healey, Homosexual Desire in Revolutionary Russia. The Regulation of Sexual and Gender Dissent. University of Chicago Press;

Chicago, 2001

10. This type of legal bacchanal was beneficial for the ruling party. The case of Florinskiy, who until 1934 worked at the Foreign Affairs
Commissariat, for example, allowed the security bodies to “purge” the People’s Committee for Foreign Affairs of both homosexuals and

undesirable diplomats. (1.C. Kon. «Jlynusii cBet Ha 3ape». M.1998).

11. Tomy6as kuura. [Tonoxenue rees u necOnanok B Ykpanue. Kues. «Hopa-npunt», 2000

12. N1.C. Kon. «JIynHblii cBeT Ha 3ape». M.1998
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As for lesbian relations, women did not figure
into the overall concept of homosexuality at
all (the term “homosexuality” was applied only
to gay men) and cases of lesbianism were dis-
cussed in a purely medical context. The term
“lesbian” was usually replaced with a medical
diagnosis, as a “sexually motivated psycholog-
ical pathology” or as a form of schizophrenia.

The statistics Healy found in his archive re-
search do not distinguish cases of consensual
homosexual relations versus rape or sex with
a minor. Furthermore, it is practically impossi-
ble to find information about instances where
the cases did not make it to court but the po-
lice still continued to persecute and harass
these people in various ways.

Later on, starting in the 1960s, the opposite
tendency was noted - people who thought
“differently” and did not ascribe to the Soviet
system’s ideological schema were charged
with homosexuality. According to Igor Kon,
under Khrushchev and Brezhnev, this was
done in order to imprison undesirable people
to prison while artificially reducing the num-
ber of dissidents.

Thus, like those who fell victim to the Nazi re-
gime in Germany, to this day, we do not know
the precise number people who were con-
victed on Article 121 from 1934 until the end
of the Soviet Union. The USSR formally dis-
solved in 1991, though society’s homophobic
tendencies and aggressive attitude towards
those who are “different” — both of which are
characteristic of totalitarian regimes — are still
going strong in a large part of our society.

Eka Aghdgomelashvili

9. 5333560 LEBMMEMdFNZ0 3o babaemns bymbayMgmn oym 88sGmggmo 3sMEoobogal. 8sy. BmmEBL3aL bogdgd, GmBgmons 1934
Bemodrog Logstgm bagdgams 3mBabatins@dn 88smdms, badmamgds 8ab(zs MdndMHmgdsl bagstgm begdgms Lsbsmbm 3mBodg@n “asgBanb-
" Gmam@(3 3m8mbygbmemgdal, oby sMabalm@ggmo ©odmmBadgdabagsb (M.C. Kon. «JlyHHslii cBeT Ha 3ape». M.1998).

10. Fony6as kuura. [Tonoxkenue rees u jnecouanok B Yrpaune. Kues. «Hopa-npunr», 2000

11. U.C. Kon. «JlynHslii cBet Ha 3ape». M.1998
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Homophobia: Universal and
Georgian aspects
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Two aspects of this topic should be distin-
guished. On the one hand there is the Georgian
patriarchal and conservative culture’s fear of
the social and cultural legitimization of homo-
sexuality, which would mean the acceptance
of gay and lesbian relationships, the appear-
ance of a gay discourse and its recognition as
a part of Georgian culture - this should happen
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through a revision of forms of societal relations
and stereotypes, which, according to these pa-
triarchal notions, would mean a loss of cultural
identity and pose a fatal danger to it - and on
the other hand, the first elements of homosexu-
al discourse appearing in Georgian culture and
language themselves carry homophobic ten-
dencies and impulses. This second aspect of the
problem indicates that homosexuals’ percep-
tion of themselves is based on the same stereo-
types and superstitions that the homophobic
society attributes to them.

As such, homosexuals can themselves pro-
mote or spread homophobia, either con-
sciously or unconsciously. But before delving
into this topic, | want to briefly touch upon
the traditional attitude of Georgians towards
homosexuality: it is largely an echo of the
same cliches that characterize all patriarchal

nou

and Christian societies - “sin”, “perversion”,
“deviance”, “immoral behaviour”, a “sickness”,
and so on, but at the same time, there is one
specific tendency which has not changed over
the centuries, one which can be called “for-
eignizing” or attributing “otherness” to homo-
sexuality.

This tendency acknowledges the existence of
homosexual relations in Georgia, but at the
same time underscores the fact that gayness
is inherently un-Georgian, that it is foreign
and unbefitting to the Georgian character.
According to this notion, homosexuality is of
non-Georgian origin and, when it does occur
in Georgia, it always comes in from outside
the country. These foreigners who place ho-
mosexual “investment” in Georgia are mainly
Georgia’s enemies or people who are ethni-
cally non-Georgian.

Examples of “sodomy” or the “sin of Sodom”
first appear in Georgian ecclesiastical litera-
ture in the 10th and 11th centuries. In these
texts, the church expresses concern over the
spread of this phenomenon and demands
that perpetrators be forbidden from taking
communion for several years. In 1103, at the
Ruisi-Urbnisi ecclesiastical conference, which
was convened by King Davit the Builder, one
of the main topics of discussion was precisely
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sodomy. The most sweeping provision of the
resolution adopted at this conference, Article
18, dealt precisely with sodomy, which in 12th
century Georgia was so widespread among
both the clergy and laymen, that the state
and the church both demanded that stronger
measures be taken against it.

But they spoke not only about enacting re-
pressive measures, but also about the factors
that conditioned the rise of sodomy. The an-
swer was always unambiguous and unequivo-
cal: this sin had been “implanted” from with-
out, by foreigners or enemies. The identity of
these“outsiders”varied with the times - some-
times they were Arabs, sometimes Byzantines,
sometimes Turks, sometimes Armenians. For
Orthodox fundamentalists and ultranational-
ists in modern Georgia, homosexuality comes
from the secular and atheistic (or heretical)
West and it is aimed at weakening Georgia
and preventing it from fulfilling its spiritual
mission. As such, homophobia rises to the
rank of general xenophobia and homosexu-
ality becomes either a component part or a
manifestation of the “enemy” or “ill-wisher”.
Modern Georgian homophobia represents
a combination of Christian notions from the
Middle Ages and Soviet totalitarian stereo-
types, the latter of which considered homo-
sexuality to be deviant behaviour or perver-
sion. It should be pointed out that, in the early
days of the Soviet Union, homosexuals were
not persecuted and that in the early Soviet
period, their acceptance was even considered
part and parcel of modernity. The law prohib-
iting homosexuality was approved only under
Stalin, in 1934.

Stalin’s propaganda also associated homo-
sexuality with image of the enemy, declaring
it a decadent habit of the German fascists and
Western bourgeoisie. But neither in the Soviet
Union, nor in any other country was homopho-
bia based exclusively on ideology. In addition
to Christian tradition, which has always been
hostile to any pleasures of the flesh, the posi-
tivist thinking that arose during the Enlight-
enment created new forms of homophobia.
Nineteenth century medicine, which sought
to establish “norms” and “pathologies’, tried to
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explain attraction to the same sex medically,
as an “abnormal” phenomenon.

This was because 19th century naturalist
thinking on sexuality was not free from the
Old Testament notion that “God created -man
and woman so that they be fruitful and multi-
ply”. This factor further strengthened stereo-
typical notions about gender, i.e. that man
is dominant and woman is “weak” and “obe-
dient”. These theories were disputed in the
early 20th century first by German scientist
Magnus Hirschfeld and later by psychoanaly-
sis. Hirschfeld, who is also credited with creat-
ing the medical discourse on homosexuality,
christened this form of sexuality as a “third
gender”. If, for the purposes of psychoanalysis,
all people are potentially bisexual, Hirschfeld
thought, then there exists a “third gender” of
sorts, which combines the basic characteris-
tics of both sexes. This, in turn, is what leads
to a person being attracted to the same sex.
At the same time, there exists another, out-
ward manifestation of homosexuality that is
based on the most common stereotype about
homosexuals: gays and lesbians take on the
also stereotypical aspects of the opposite sex
and often exaggerate and theatricalize them.
Simply put, man becomes woman and woman
becomes man.

The switching of sex roles has a long history
and is found in ancient cultures: in the pre-
Christian era, it had a religious-mystical func-
tion which, on the one hand, was conditioned
by the ideal of androgyny while on the other
hand, “changing sex” was linked to entering
a sacred realm. In the Christian Middle Ages,
this phenomenon became carnival fare, a
humorous grotesque. In the Baroque period,
however, the taste and aesthetic quality of
such carnivals improved.

At the threshold of the 19th and 20th cen-
turies, the overlapping of sex roles appears
in the symbolist aesthetic and it was from
there that a truly gay aesthetic emerged, one
characterized by exaggeration, subversion,
flamboyance, elevated pathos and kitsch.
The main driving principle of this entire aes-
thetic was the confusion of sex roles or the
exaggerated display of stereotypes. Play with
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gender roles then moved from the aesthetic
sphere into daily life. This is what created the
stereotype of the homosexual as a creature of
indeterminate sex that is the primary target of
homophobic aggression.

Under this stereotype, homosexuality implies
the loss of gender identity and triggers fan-
tasies of homosexuals as monsters who arti-
ficially combine fundamentally incompatible
elements. Therefore, a gay person is seen as an
unnatural, often even demonic creature who
threatens the “normal” majority with destruc-
tion and making it behave like he does.

There is no definitive answer as to what mean-
ing the confusion of gender roles has in homo-
sexuals’ flamboyant behaviour, though none-
theless we can distinguish three aspects: the
first is related to cultural affiliation, wherein a
person equates himself to the already existing
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stereotypes and underscores his own excep-
tionality through representing them.

The second aspect is psychological, one in
which the stereotypical notion of gender roles
holds such strong influence over the uncon-
scious psyche that when a person feels attrac-
tion towards others of the same sex, he/she
can no longer equate himself/herself with the
stereotypes applied to his/her own sex and
takes on the stereotypes of the opposite sex.
This is what gives us the “effeminate” man and
“masculine” woman, who imitate and mimic
the appearance and behaviour of the oppo-
site sex.

The third factor adds political significance
to the “confusion of the sexes”: homosexuals
behave in a flamboyantly “gay” manner, in-
ternalizing the same stereotypes and cliches
that homophobia uses to discriminate against
homosexuals and using them as a form of pro-
test. In the 1970s and 80s, leftist gay groups
and movements even started using rhetoric
like: “Yes we will make you lose your identity,
we will make you all homosexuals and prohib-
it heterosexuality..” The aim of such language
is to ensure that homophobic stereotypes are
ultimately mocked and discounted.

In recent years, a new word denoting a per-
son who blurs the line between the sexes has
appeared in the Georgian language: “man-
eruli” is almost always has a negative, belit-
tling connotation and expresses all homo-
phobic stereotypes. Paradoxically, this word
is one of the first examples of Georgian gay
slang and, as such, is the first element of the
heretofore nonexistent Georgian homosexual
discourse. By using “maneruli” in a negative
context, Georgian homosexuals underscore
their “non-maneruli” nature, i.e., on the one
hand they acknowledge their homosexuality
but at the same time say that there are other
“non-maneruli” gays, that is, “good” gays who
don’t subvert tradition and are loyal to the
stereotypes that define the sexes. On the oth-
er hand, there are “bad” gays (the “maneruli”),

1. 8basgbo Bgbogb30gdn 65R3969805 3obomgmon Mggabm@al dGnb ms 3Gmbob 2004 Bymb gomsmgdam gom8do The Raspberry
Reich, ®mB8gmon(s 3gMBsbaem 3985636969 GaBm@abGnm mMaobobagns RAF-by 3mdmbgdbasmamo dsGmmnss ©s b sbgmo
mdbagdo as0bdob: ,3g@&gMmbgdbgamnb8o m3amdns bagmbobamgabl!®, o6 dmbogds oM3gMma Mggmenans 3mdmbgdLbasmama

Mg3mera 300l gotgdg!”
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who don't hide their orientation and express it
outwardly, through untraditional and foreign
means.

Fear of the “maneruli”, reflects a fear of soci-
etal and cultural alienation, as being “man-
eruli” is an articulation of homosexuality and
Georgian culture, not only is there no tradi-
tion of homosexuality, homosexuality is fur-
ther equated with forces that are foreign and
hostile to Georgia. It should also be taken into
account that an openly homosexual person
who expresses his/her orientation enters into
conflict with the majority and therefore has to
establish himself/herself in society by fighting
harder and overcoming additional discomfort.
Finally, the psychological pressure factor is
also important, as it forces homosexuals to
hate themselves and the form of pleasure
which psychoanalysts call “attraction” and be-
lieve to be the driving force of life energies.
That same hatred for oneself as a homosexual
that forces a person to hide his/her own de-
sires and run from them is transferred onto
others, those who cannot or do not hide their
true identity. By belittling and discriminating
against the “maneruli”, the “non-maneruli” ho-
mosexual acknowledges and conforms to the
homophobic stereotypes according to which
homosexuals lose their gender, so they threat-
en others with the same. By being aggressive
towards homosexuals, he tries to identify
himself with his own sex and the stereotypes
thereof. This is ultimately counterproductive
and only serves to strengthen the homopho-
bia which returns to him in the form of hatred
towards his own orientation.

Based on the experiences of the liberal West,
it can be said that the legal, social and cultural
legitimization was made possible precisely
through articulating homosexuality, i.e. intro-
ducing forms of its expression into the public
discourse. For this to happen, homosexuals
must first overcome their own homophobia.

Giorgi Maisuradze

1. Such tendencies can be observed in Canadian director Bruce LaBruce’s 2004 film “The Raspberry Reich”, a gay spoof on the
German leftist terrorist organization RAF. The movie includes quotes such as “Heterosexuality is the opiate of the masses!” and

“There will be no revolution without a homosexual revolution!”
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Tragic story of
a “fraud” director
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Sergey Parajanov, Amsterdam 1988 Photo: P. Cazals
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“Do you know what a skewer is? It's a dagger
you cook shashlyk on. In order to turn a pile of
bricks into a building , you need the most ba-
sic kind of plot skewer, which you can put ev-
erything and use to give it shape.” This remark
was made at discussions on the “Frescoes of
Kiev” at the Soviet artists’ council, though
it can be applied to the grievances levelled
against any of the “skewerless” films of Sergey
Parajanov. Parajanov, of course, did not pay
heed to these criticisms.

Somehow, he managed (though not always) to
convince the members of the council, to show
them his films that were so full of eclectic
and poetic images on which he spared none
of his characteristic demagogy or artistry. He
would even openly say, “God willing, our stu-
dio will be accused of formalism. God willing,
we will have symbols. How can | communicate
through film what rain is? With raincoats...”
Parajanov’s approach to any event was just
that visual - rain, not in its natural form, but as
raincoats, a confession of love expressed not
in a banal or ordinary fashion (as Parajanov
would call verbal expression), but, say, in a
scene featuring a grasshopper and a butterfly
(as in“The Legend of Surami Castle”).
Individual episodes in his films are bound to-
gether by irrationality, not logic. Parajanov’s
films take unexpectedly lyrical turns, which
confuse viewers used to more traditional
modes of dramaturgy. People have trouble
connecting the scenes, sometimes looking for
an excessively profound symbolic explanation
at a time when Parajanov is simply enjoying
beauty, the world and life (and maybe enjoy-

* m93 gemgdmgol (36m3amo a08mbomdgedal 3gMagmeda (3omggamo sl Jgbsobgd, GmBgmoacs, dabo sbGom, 8mbEsgm®
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ing the fact that he’s confusing the viewer)...
He is revelling in his free space, where every-
thing is ambivalent and everything is moving,
where white very easily becomes black and
vice versa... In short, everything is possible,
like in a fairytale which the viewer can co-au-
thor alongside the director.

For Soviet culture, which, despite the “thaw”,
was still created by the directives of socialist
realism, such uncontrolled space was totally
unacceptable. For the system, dissident cul-
ture was far more comprehensible. Works by
dissidents were either shelved and their au-
thors declared anti-Soviet agitators and en-
emies of the state or they were cut to pieces,
with all the undesirable episodes removed and
presented in sanitized form”.. but what were
the authorities to do with Parajanov, who was
not a dissident? Editing his films would have
removed the central “skewer” from the already
eclectic texts. And, indeed, what would they
have cut out? The elevated love scenes or the
stories of heroes who sacrifice for the home-
land?

Under the doctrine of socialist realism, ev-
erything had to be very concrete, clear and
comprehensible and include a character that
was good and to be emulated as he builds a
happy future while another character seeks to
thwart this drive. With Parajanov, “Forgotten
Shadows of Our Ancestors”take us through an
imaginary world and brings mythological per-
sonages and stories to life. The only thing the
author can be accused of is being divorced
from modernity, not reflecting reality and be-
ing decadent.

Of course, “Emigration to the Past” - to the prehis-
toric past at that — was a protest against reality,
which he took on by creating a colourful, beauti-
ful and elevated world both in life and in his films.
Had he been born several decades earlier,
he would have been charged with formalism
and done away with, thus joining the ranks
of the repressed. In the 1960s-70s formalism
remained a “grave sin” for artists and they still
faced repressions — albeit in a different form.

1. Paraphrase of a famous Lev Kuleshov quote about a scene in the film which, he thought, represented a particle in the montage

chain as basic as a brick in a wall.

2. The Kiev Film Studio, which carrries the name of Dovzhenko, one of the fathers of poetic film.
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Following the international success of “Shad-
ows of Our Forgotten Ancestors”, Parajanov was
made to stop working on “The Frescoes of Kiev"
The fact that Parajanov was an undesirable direc-
tor and his films were unacceptable was clearly
manifested in the “sanctions” imposed on “Sayat
Nova”: the film was given a low rating, which
mean that it would be shown only in provincial or
second-class theatres and that it of course would
not be shown at international festivals. But put-
ting pressure on his creative work alone was far
from sufficient to get Parajanov to comply with
the prevailing “norms”. He was arrested twice on
charges of homosexuality and bribery. The first
time (in 1974, during the filming of “Miracle of
Odense”), he was sentenced to five years hard la-
bour, though his sentence was cut to three years
thanks to the intercession of the Western art
community, in particular that of French poet and
Communist Party member Louis Aragon, who
plead directly to Leonid Brezhnev. Parajanov was
again arrested shortly after his release and sent
to prison again, though this time only for a few
months. Parajanov was denied the right to shoot
films for nearly ten years.

It was only in 1983 that he began working at the
state-run Georgian Film studio. Soon after, he
shot“The Legend of Surami Fortress”. His abstain-
ing from making films had originally been among
the conditions for his initial release, alongside, of
course, “repenting for his crime”:

... From convict Parajanov, S. 1.

122 — Articles I and 11 and 211. Five
years imprisonment. Strict regime.
Request for pardon

17 December 1974

1 have profoundly comprehended my year
in strict isolation, the charge against
me and the sentence handed down. I ask
you personally to pardon me for my ac-
tions. Before you personally, 1 under-
take the commitment not to return to
Kiev and not to return to the arts once
I am released. My physical and moral
state is just as weak as my future.

S. Parajanov
1974 December, Gubnik
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The letters Parajanov sent from prison were
full of a sense of tragedy, fear and despera-
tion... and yet at the same time stubbornness.
His fellow inmates were repeat offenders of
the gravest crimes and he understood neither
their slang, nor their behaviour nor their ide-
als. In turn, they looked with mistrust upon
the hard-working director. But Parajanov, for
whom relating with people was an art unto it-
self, still managed to find a common language
with them.

They would tell him their terrible life stories
- only Dostoyevskiy could have communi-
cated their horrific nature. Parajanov tried to
awaken creative impulses in the prisoners. He
would send their art to his friends and give
them recommendations... In short, Parajanov
overcame his initial discomfort with his new
environment. At that time, Parajanov was far
more afraid of what there would be after he
got out and what he would do.

“Of course | don’t know what | am here for or
how long I'll be here. | confessed to my crime,
so | was supposed to be here for one year. But
they sentenced me to five. They seized my
house, my gown of an artist and a man, but
that’s not the main thing. The main thing is
- what's next? What fate awaits Svetlana, my
child, or my art, which | have not yet fully ex-
pressed on the screen,” Parajanov once wrote
to Liliya Brik.

Art kept Parajanov going in prison: he would
assemble collages from the most utilitarian
and cheap objects. In almost every letter to
his friends he asks them to send random, use-
less old objects. “l spent the best years of my
life in isolation,” he would later say of his time
in prison, where he wrote a total of 100 novel-
las, 3 screen plays and made 120 drawings and
collages and endured true hell.

Yet Parajanov believed that it was neces-
sary for an artist to endure all of this. After a
pause of nearly 20 years, his films were just
as colourful, just as full of life and unlimited
freedom, just as full of symbols and just as
“skewerless”. The rhetoric of “perestroika”
accepted him, but now his Armenian back-
ground was unacceptable to some national-
ist xenophobes.
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PS: The French critic Serge Daney once wrote of
Jean-Luc Godard: “The name Godard carries about
the same meaning that Picasso’s did in his time. He
became synonymous with art in the incomprehen-
sible-to-the-masses, perversely avant garde sense —
in other words, in the fraudulent sense... in essence,
however, the word ‘Godard’ to some extent means
‘openness’ and the extravagant freedom which is
why people are jealous and scold him.”

| would not hesitate to paraphrase this quote
and apply it to Parajanov.

Teo Khatiashvili

Sergey Parajanov, Photo: Y. Mechitov
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