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EDITORIAL

Like “non-traditional” sexual orientation, gender balance or equality has become a fashionable top-
ic in the Georgian media. Aside from radically divergent assessments and distorted terminology, the
thing that most stands out while reading these materials is author’s superficial knowledge of funda-
mental issues. Yet the media plays one of the most important roles in the formation and dissemination
of social stereotypes within society.

As for gender issues in general, it should be pointed out that, thanks to years of efforts on the part
of women’s organizations, at least some journalists have provided thoughtful and qualified coverage
of relevant events. This cannot be said, however, about topics concerning sexuality and sexual orienta-
tion.

This can be explained on the one hand by the divergent views held by professionals working in the
fields of sexology and psychology and on the other hand by the scarcity of academic materials on the
topic in the Georgian language.

The main focus of this issue was selected, to a certain extent, because of this information vacuum.
We hope that Me’s ninth issue — which is devoted to issues concerning the nature and interplay of
sexuality, sexual orientation, gender identity — will be of interest to people working in the media, as
well as others concerned about such topics.
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he fifth version of the gay.ge website was launched.

In contrast with the previous test version, which
offered only a discussion board, the new version is
the first attempt at introducing a fully fledged Geor-
gian-language LGBT resource. Users can access daily
news from Georgia and abroad and read articles on
various topics. The website has interactive features
(forum and chat) that allow its users to interact online.
One can also comment on published articles. Another
new feature of the present version is a dating service.
The website was created with financial support from
the Dutch LGBT association COC Netherlands with the
recommendation from Inclusive Foundation. A sister
website for lesbian and bisexual women is being set
up. Lesbi.ge will be launched in the near future.

he past year was successful in terms of empow-

ering our community. Attendance at discussion,
movie and women'’s club events tripled (206 persons
were attended throughout the year, with total vis-
its reaching 1,045). Thanks to the active work of the
women’s programme and the implementation of the
women’s initiative project, an especially impressive
increase in female participation was registered. Web
statistics also suggest increased activity. Our website

c
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was viewed by over 10,000 unique visitors throughout
2008.The website proved to be a useful aid in dissemi-
nating information resources. Download traffic of the
new, bilingual issues doubled in comparison with the
previous, Georgian-only, version; this is thanks in part
to increased interest among international readers. The
number of reports and surveys and downloaded has
also increased (total of 7,010 downloads).

Discussion

The Heinrich Boell Foundation hosted a regular debate
session devoted to the 60th anniversary of the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights. Georgian Human Rights
Ombudsman Sozar Subari was among the presenters. A rep-
resentative of the Inclusive Foundation took part in the dis-
cussion and asked why Subari's recent report to parliament
excluded documented cases of the violation of the human
rights of LGBT people. The ombudsman did not answer. The
Inclusive representative expressed hope that ombudsman’s
work would become less politicized in the future and seek to
accommodate the rights of all social groups, including LGBT
individuals.

he January issue of the popular magazine “Hot

Chocolate” featured an extensive discussion on
the programming of the revamped Georgian Public
Broadcaster this season. Participants included repre-
sentatives of the public and the deputy director-gen-
eral of the station, Giorgi Chanturia. When asked by
another participant whether Public TV had prepared
any single programme devoted to minorities, the
producer responded with a question: “for pederasts?”
Chanturia’s xenophobic rhetoric was not limited to
homophobic hate speech. The Inclusive Foundation
has appealed to the Public Broadcaster’s board of su-
pervisors to dismiss Chanturia from his post, as his
viewpoints are out of line with the Public Broadcast-
er's code of conduct. The board has yet to respond.
Inclusive also brought the case to the attention of in-
ternational institutions and lawyers. The further strat-
egy of the foundation in relation to this case will be
determined by the answer it receives from the board.
The reactions witnessed in number of media on the
rhetoric of Mr. Chanturia are to be welcomed. A de-
tailed commentary will be offered to our readers in
the next issue of “Me”".
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Global activism

LGA Europe and ILGA World have held conferenc-

es in Vienna. This year’s ILGA Europe conference
was remarkable in terms of scale, the diversity of
topics and distinguished participants. Among the
speakers were Council of Europe Human Rights
Commissioner Thomas Hammarberg and EU Fun-
damental Rights Agency Director Morten Kjaerum.
Both speakers were interviewed by our magazine.
These interviews, together with a reportage from
the conference will be published in the next issue
0 “Me". Another important outcome of the ILGA Eu-
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rope conference was the election of the Inclusive’s
president to the ILGA Europe Executive Board. In
addition to being a reaffirmation of trust in the
candidate, the move is an important recognition
of the LGBT movement that is emerging in Eastern
Europe.

N General Assembly has marked the 60th an-

niversary of the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights. This session witnessed unprecedented
discussion on LGBT rights. On behalf of the Euro-
pean Union, France delivered a statement calling
on states to stop criminalizing homosexuality. The
statement was signed by 66 states. The fact that
Georgia was among those states came as a pleas-
ant surprise. Georgia and Armenia were the only
CIS states that supported the statement. The po-
sition of the Vatican was homophobic as usual,
with Holy See envoys actively lobbying against the
statement. Meanwhile, the Organization of Islamic
Conference initiated a counter statement that won
the support of a slightly smaller number of states.
The French statement was left without US signa-
ture due to the overtly homophobic Bush admin-
istration. Russian Federation also did not sign on,
thus adding to the number of issues where it does
not see eye to eye with Georgia. Consensual sex
among adult homosexuals remains a crime in over
80 states in the world and envisages varying levels
of punishment.

World Human Rights day was a busy day in Eu-
rope as well. ILGA Europe organized an exhi-
bition entitled “Different families, same love” at the
European Parliament which aimed to illustrate the
challenges faced by LGBT families across Europe.
All 785 MEPs received the invitation to attend the
exhibition. Among them, two MEPs showed nega-
tive reaction: Cypriot representative Marios Mat-
sakis said he found the exhibition “insulting”, while
Lithuania’s Sarunas Briutis accused LGBT activists
of using aggressive tactics to forward their cause.
ILGA Europe expressed concern due to the failure
of the two MEPs to comprehend the main message
of the event - that human rights are indivisible.
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Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights is an area
that has developed relatively recently in internation-
al human rights discourse. Aengus Carroll, consultant on
LGBT human rights, offers a brief description of the con-
text in which they have evolved.

The hatred, discrimination and abuse that states treat-
ed sections of their populations with, propelled the
post-war United Nations (UN) to elaborate a Univer-
sal Declaration on Human Rights in 1948. Following
the wide-scale injustice and chaos of world war, they
sought to protect and promote the place of individual
human dignity to the forefront of civil, political, so-
cial, economic and cultural legislation, policy and dis-
course. By identifying the rights of individuals which
uphold that dignity, they sought to offer a framework
where all rights are for “everyone’, regardless of their
race, age, sex, religion, etc.

The 1948 Declaration, comprising 30 Articles, is not a
legally binding instrument in itself, but rather, in the
far reach of its implications and applications, it is an
unambiguous political statement of each signatory’s
commitment to the principles articulated. It did, how-
ever, generate core legally binding agreements, such
as the 1966 International Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights (ICCPR) and the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which define
state obligations (in human rights terms) in most life
situations, e.g. health (Art 12.1 “that States recognise
the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of physical and mental health”).

The UN Court of Human Rights (and its European
equivalent) was set up to ensure these obligations
are met. It sets international precedents applicable
in national settings, having used committees, special
rapporteurs and other mechanisms to identify cases
and monitor progress. Over the 60 years since 1948,
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all elements of the Declaration have been elaborated
upon, thereby generating their own specified - and
extensive — areas of human rights law and expertise,
as well as generating numerous conventions and oth-
er legal treaties.

During the 1970s much work on the constituents of
women’s health was piloted by the women’s move-
ment, and articulation around reproductive and sex-
ual health evolved over the following decades. Ques-
tions around bodily integrity in the health context
naturally produced consciousness around the rights
that govern access to that health, both reproductive
and sexual. This consciousness has migrated upwards
and become formalized at international levels. The
HIV/AIDS pandemic of the last three decades has also
advanced concepts within sexual health and rights on
the international stage, although not enough in local
communities. Sexual rights cross—cut other human
rights — privacy, assembly, etc — and, as such, like all
other human rights they are “indivisible, interdepen-
dent and interrelated” (this formulation on the nature
of human rights was accepted at the World Confer-
ence on Human Rights in Vienna, June 1993).

International conferences are among the sites where
political statements of intent (known as “soft laws")
are formally made, taking the form of declarations,
guidelines, platform for action, etc, (parts of these
will often become “hard” law at a later date). Arriving
at a commonly agreed language can be an arduous
task — particularly in areas traditionally the reserve of
religious authority (reproductive issues, role of wom-
en, etc). These conferences allow terms of reference
and working understandings to be established and
deepen as core principles are explored within themed
contexts. The specific health area of Sexual and Re-
productive Health and Rights (SRHR) evolved at the
Cairo International Conference on Population and De-
velopment, 1994 (ICPD), and the Fourth World Confer-
ence on Women, Beijing, 1995 which established and
legitimized notions of reproductive rights, as well as
“sexual health” and “sexual rights”.

Paragraph 7.3 of the Cairo conference Programme of
Action speaks about reproductive and sexual health
and reproductive rights: “[...] reproductive rights
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embrace certain human rights that are already rec-
ognized in national laws, international human rights
documents and other relevant United Nations con-
sensus documents. These rights rest on the recogni-
tion of the basic right of all couples and individuals
to decide freely and responsibly the number, spacing
and timing of their children and to have the informa-
tion and means to do so, and the right to attain the
highest standard of sexual and reproductive health.”

The nature of sexual rights as applicable to LGBT
people is articulated but not named as such at the
1995 Beijing conference, “The human rights of women
include their right to have control over and decide
freely and responsibly on matters related to their
sexuality, including sexual and reproductive health”.
In 2004, according to the UN Special Rapporteur on
Health, “Sexual rights include the right of all persons
to express their sexual orientation, with due regard
for the well-being and rights of others, without fear

"

of persecution, denial of liberty or social interference!

Also in 2004, the World Health Organisation (WHO) pre-
sented an internationally accepted definition of “sexual
health” as “a state of physical, emotional, mental and so-
cial well-being in relation to sexuality; it is not merely the
absence of disease, dysfunction or infirmity. Sexual health
requires a positive and respectful approach to sexuality
and sexual relationships, as well as the possibility of hav-
ing pleasurable and safe sexual experiences, free of coer-
cion, discrimination and violence!”

Monitoring, documenting and reporting of a state’s
failure to protect or promote the human rights of
their LGBT populations, let alone their failure to re-
spect their sexual and reproductive rights, is minimal
across the globe. The area is bleakly under-reported,
and it is typically the individuals who are suffering
most that are not in a position to advocate on their
own behalf. Violence, torture, detention and other vi-
olations (refusal of access to treatment or medication,
etc) may be visited upon them directly as a result of
their known or perceived sexual orientation or gender
identity. More subtle forms of negation may impact
on the mental and emotional health of individuals,
particularly when struggling to realize their rights in
hostile environments.
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In light of the “everyone” mentioned in the seminal
1948 Declaration it will be clear then why these in-
ternational standards and references are of such rel-
evance to LGBT people. Human rights standards ad-
opted by states in regard to health, which includes
SRHR, should respect, protect and fulfil the variety of
concerns specifically affecting LGBT people - be those
around personal information, personal safety, access
to healthcare or access to treatment — and promote
the highest standard of attainable health and well-
being. It is the responsibility of health providers, local
councils and their services, as well as domestic gov-
ernment, to protect the dignity of their population
who suffer the negation of non-protection and non-
recognition by the law. It is up to the LGBT communi-
ties (and those allies at the local level who have the
courage), to inform their service providers and legis-
lators of their needs, by accessing, educating and in-
forming those with power, and, as necessary, leaning
on the international and regional mechanisms which
have been set up to ensure human dignity and human
rights.

Aengus Carroll
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rights

In the history of human development, an instrument
known as “law” has played a key role in regulating
various issues in societies. It is now impossible to
imagine a state that does not regulate various fields
on the basis of legislation. The more developed a
state — and, by extension, society — the greater the
need that legislation reflect in detail various ap-
proaches to an issue, be more broadly discussed and
more thoroughly take into account the demands of
the public

We have attempted here to draw your attention to
Georgia’s law “on patients’ rights”. Why? Because
the majority of patients don’t know how to take
advantage of their right to receive quality medical
care.

The notion of “patients’ rights” is an instrument for
finding and receiving quality medical care and a
means for managing issues pertaining to a person’s
safety when seeking assistance. The term “patients’
rights” clearly reflects the new ethical and legal
approaches in modern medicine. It is basically a
revolution in medicine - not a scientific or techno-
logical revolution, but an ethical one, a revolution
in the medical community’s values system.

The first notable document on patients’ rights was
issued in the USA in 1971 by the Association of US
Hospitals. It consisted of 12 provisions drawn up
on the basis of discussing exisitng cases. The pro-
visions include: “The patient has the right to check
the accuracy of the financial record presented to
him/her”; “the patient has the right to refuse to
take part in tests of a new medicine”; “all patients
have the right to know about the condition of their
health and undergo medical treatment only on the
basis of their willful consent” This last provision
has been reflected in approaches to modern medi-
cine and is known as “informed consent”.
Georgia’s law on patients’rights was approved and
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took effect in 2000; it was one of the most civilized
legal documents to appear at that time. The law
is comprised of important articles from other laws
that were adapted to the specific needs of patients.
The law consists of 11 chapters and 48 articles. It
tackles such important issues as “the right to re-
ceive information”, “consent”’, “confidentiality and
inviolability of personal information”, and “rights

of pregnant women and breastfeeding mothers”.

For example, the main constitutional postulate on
people’s inviolable rights reads as follows: “Dis-
crimination against a patient on the basis of race,
skin colour, language, gender, genetic heritage,
religion or confession, political or other views, na-
tional, ethnic or social affiliation, origin, property,
class status, place of residence, illness, sexual ori-
entation or personal negative disposition is pro-
hibited.” (Law on patients’ rights. Chapter 1, Article
1, No. 1)

Here are some of the main tenets of the law, given
in Q&A format:

Question: Why was this law written?

Answer: “The aim of this law is to protect citizens’
rights in the field of healthcare, as well as ensure
the inviolability of their respect and dignity.”

Question: What does this law tell us?

Answer: “Each and every Georgian citizen has the
right to receive healthcare services in line with the
professional and service standards acknowledged
in this country from all healthcare providers.”

Question: What happens if a patient’s rights are
violated?

Answer: “A patient or his/her legal representative
has the right to file a court suit demanding:

a. Compensation for mateiral or non-material da-
mange caused by:

1. The violation of the patient’s rights’

2. Medical malpractice;

3. Other shortcommings in the functioning of the
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medical institution;

4. Improperly administered oversight or regulation
on the part of the state;

b. The suspension or annulment of the relevant
medical personnel’s licence;

c. A change in the state’s medical or sanitary stan-
dards.”

Question: Do patients’rights focus purely on medi-
cal services?

Answer: “The patient has the right to demand that
the healthcare provider respect his/her dignity
and traditions and religious or personal values.”

Obviously, these rights do not release patients
from their own responsbilities. In order for a visit
to the doctor’s to be succesful, the patient must:
~Truthfully and comprehensively answer all quesi-
tons posed by the doctor regarding your health
and sex life;

- Describe the state of your health in clear terms;
—-Ask the doctor questions, share doubts/concerns
and let him/her know if you don’t understand
something;

—-Abide by the instructions the doctor gives you.
It is very important to tell your doctor if you don't
understand something or dont’s agree wtih some-
thing he/she says; or if for some reason you are
not able to fulfil his/her instructions. You should
inform your doctor if you are unable to take the
medicine perscribed or undergo a given proce-
dure. This will allow the doctor to help you better.

Our goal is not to describe all the provisions of this
law in detail. Instead we have simply tried to draw
your attention to the most important right of all
- the right to exercise your rights. Look it over, in-
ternalize it, use it.

This material was prepared by the Tanadgoma
medical-psychological information centre

The Georgian law “on patients’ rights” can be
viewed at the Inclusive Foundation’s webiste,
www.inclusive-foundation.org.
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When | was a child, Sweden was for me associated with the world of Pippi Longstocking, Karlson on the Roof
and Rasmus and the Vagabond. These impressions from my childhood about Sweden and Swedes were so
strong that neither Strindberg’s misogyny nor Bergmann’s psychoanalytical cinematography could change
them. | spent a lot of time as a child dreaming of going to the country where there are many houses with
beautiful roofs with little Karlssons living on them, where there are charming (I mean relative to the teachers
I had) nannies like Frecken Bock cooking pancakes, and where harmless and cowardly robbers like File and
Rules climb up on people’s roofs.
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Later on, Sweden became synonymous in my mind with the notion of a country where the social system
better structured than in other countries, where the government takes care of each and every one of its
citizens, as well as children and the environment. But this time, | visited Stockholm for an entirely different
reason and with an entirely different goal in mind.

On 10-28 November, already for the second time this year, a training course entitled “LGBT issues and Human
Rights” was held in Stockholm with support from the Swedish International Development Agency (Sida). The
training was organized by two prominent Swedish organizations, RFSL and RFSU, and was attended by 27 LGBT
activists from 11 countries (Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, Georgia, Moldova,
Ukraine and Russia). Clearly, the existing legislation in these countries, their unique cultural traits and the indi-
vidual or organizational experiences of the participants varied greatly.

While working in groups, we would often find ourselves in a situation where the terminology we were using to
describe the traditions, gender norms and identity issues specific to each culture was often unrefined and inad-
equate. Still, all of us were united by one thing: a desire to make society better. One important measure of success
of in creating a democratic and people-oriented society is inclusiveness.

The projects drawn up by the training’s participants were oriented towards effecting precisely this kind of change
- improving the situation of LGBT people with due consideration to the cultural context of each country through
measures such as elevating the public consciousness and enacting legislative changes.

Three organizations from Georgia participated in the training. Apart from the Inclusive Foundation, Inclusive’s
strategic partners, the Women'’s Initiatives Supporting Group and the Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association, took
part. All three organizations presented their own individual projects — one was to strengthen the resource centre
existing under Inclusive and push efforts to academicize LGBT research, the second concerned the sexual and
reproductive health and rights of the LBT community and GYLA's project, meanwhile, envisaged monitoring over
the relevant legal base, identifying strategic cases for litigation.
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The three weeks of the training were split up thematically. The first week’s session was held outside the
city, in the difficult-to-pronounce town of Angelsbrekstunet. Its purpose was for the participants to get
to know each other and speak in general terms about gender, sexuality and societal norms. The second
week focused on general conceptions of human rights and the interplay of sexual rights, the use of vari-
ous mechanisms aimed at mainstreaming and lobbying and litigating for LGBT rights and the effective-
ness of these mechanisms.

The third part of the training was comprised of visits to institutions working on LGBT issues. In ad-
dition to familiarizing ourselves with the experience of local and international nongovernmental
organizations(SIDA, RFSU, RFSL, Amnesty International — Sweden), we had the opportunity to meet the
Swedish ombudsman and visit the Swedish parliament, where representatives of a network working on
LGBT issues spoke to us at length about the achievements and future plans of the working group.

The programme compiled by the organizers also included a visit to an LGBT family. | can’t tell you about
the others’ impressions, but we three Georgian representatives were met with precisely the type of at-
mosphere that befits Astrid Lindgren’s works — a small and cozy house covered in snow where traditional
Swedish Christmas cookies were made for us and where the smell of hot chocolate hung in the air. The
mood was made even more festive by our kind and gracious hosts and cheerful friends.

Plenty of friendships were forged during those three weeks. The final evening was tinged with sadness,
but also with expectations of seeing each other again at the next training in June. At the final portion of
the training, we will speak about our respective activities over the past six months and also gain further
knowledge about the history of LGBT activism and the elaboration of media strategies.

Eka Aghdgomelashvili
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On notions of masculinity and femininity
in Georgian culture and language
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Me’s Eka Aghdgomelashvili speaks to philoso-
pher Lela Gaprindashvili

One of the most prevalent stereotypes about homo-
sexuals in our society is that gays represent an inver-
sion, of sorts, of gender roles. The myth of gay men'’s
femininity and lesbians’ masculinity, like many
gender stereotypes, is based more on preconceived
notions rather than scientific knowledge. Numer-
ous anthropological and ethnographic studies have
confirmed that notions of “typical woman” and “typ-
ical man” are quite relative and subject to change
according to both culture and a given society’s level
of development. The only thing that can be called a
general characteristic of these diverse stereotypes is
the gender asymmetry that is manifested both in the
status of men and women in society and its institu-
tions that reflects a given culture’s assessments and
expectations in relation to gender.

GAPRINDASHYVILI: Let me begin by recalling Beau-
voir's famous quote that “Women are not born,
they are made”. This means that gender is a con-
cept produced by culture. Being born as a repre-
sentative of this or that sex does not in itself mean
affiliation with that sex. The main thing is not
what sex you are born as, but what sex the culture
attributes to you.

When we are speaking about gender and the
place of roles tied to gender in this or that culture,
we must bear in mind that the majority of cultures
are patriarchal — i.e. where the main subject is the
man. It is he who is dominant while the woman is
the object. Her sex and status and the role attrib-
uted to her are the predicate. John Stewart Mill
named one of his early works “The subjugation of
women”.

It is interesting to note how this asymmetry is re-
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flected in language. [late 19th-early 20th cen-
tury writer and statesman] llia Chavchavadze
once wrote a very interesting short piece which
| often reference when speaking about gen-
der. The piece has its own history: in the 1850s,
when women'’s issues were first beginning to
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be discussed in Georgia, Chavchavadze began
analysing the problem of how language deter-
mines femininity or masculinity, noting the sig-
nificance of the terms “dedakatsi” [a term mean-
ing “woman’, derived from “deda” (“mother”)
and “katsi” (“man”, “person”)] and “mamakatsi”
[“mama” meaning “father”].

The first elements in these composite words
- i.e. the dominant nature of the reproductive
roles —and the importance in the culture are em-
phasized both for men and for women. Chavcha-
vadze points out here that there is no female
equivalent to “vazhkatsi” [meaning “brave”, “cou-

rageous” and derived from “vazhi” (“son”) and
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“katsi” (“man”)]. There are sayings to compensate
for this: “mamali kali” [“male”, i.e. “brave woman”],
“vazhkatsi kali” [“brave woman”] and “katsis tvini-
ani kali” [“woman with the brain of a man”]. These
terms underscore the obviousness of the notion
that women must not be admitted into “male”
spheres of activities.

Also interesting are the notions surrounding this
issue from the Communist and Soviet epoch: the
term “dedakatsi”, which, prior to the Soviet oc-
cupation held an entirely different meaning, be-
came an insult during the Soviet period and after.
Former Defence Minister Irakli Okruashvili once
memorably insulted liberal activist Ana Dolidze
by calling her a “pirdaubaneli dedakatsi” [“woman
with an unwashed face”].

It is interesting to note what is happening to
the word “kali” [most commonly used and least
marked word for “woman”]. In Chavchavadze’s ar-
ticle, “kali” is equated to the Russian word “baba”,
which has a negative connotation in Russian cul-
ture [often bringing to mind associations with fat,
peasant women]. After the horrible Soviet period,
this notion of “kali” as a derogatory word, with the
same negative connotation as “dedakatsi”, is mak-
ing a comeback. If we take a look at local media
usage, we see that “kali” is used less often than
“mandilosani” [polite term for “woman” literally
meaning “person who wears a headscarf”] and
“kalbatoni”[“gentlewoman”]. You might even have
heard the phrases “gentlewoman prostitute” and
“gentlewoman inmate” on television.

The comicality of these phrases comes from the
social meaning that we place in the words “prosti-
tute”and “inmate”, as they have nothing to do with
gentlewomen or people who wear headscarves.
This unusual complication indicates that woman
has yet to establish herself as a social subject,
as an equal subject is reflected in the language.
Clearly, the asymmetry between masculinity and
femininity the relevant assessments in the culture
remain unchanged...

In general, I'm left with the impression that, after
the fall of the Soviet Union, our society has pain-
fully endured all the talk about democratic trans-
formations and liberal values. If we take a look
at Georgian TV these days, especially the Public
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Broadcaster, we are left with the impression that
society can put up with no more of it. The chan-
nel is so divorced from the reality in which we live
that one might think its producers live on Mars
and record the programmes there.

It's as though there was no war; people who were
kicked out of their homes are nowhere to be seen;
handicapped people probably don’t live in this
country. Religious minorities are not visible as
well, to say nothing of sexual minorities, whose
very mention causes hysteria among many in-
tellectuals and public figures. Setting aside [the
Public Broadcaster’s deputy chief] Gia Chanturia’s
xenophobic remarks, there certainly do exist cer-
tain phobias in our society in regard to the social
reality and diversity. Perhaps this also has some-
thing to do with the fact that, in order to reflect
diversity, you have to be empathetic to the notion
of diversity in general. You have to have interest
or education in this area, or you have to feel com-
petent and know the importance of your place. If
we look for these traits in our society, we see a lot
of negatives.

AGHDGOMELASHVILI: Since you touched on
changes and assessments... Georgian culture has
long considered it acceptable to “masculinize”
women. Tina of Tsavkisi, Maia of Tsgneti and Tamar
of Vashlovani are a few heroic figures in Georgian
history... They are called heroes and their behav-
iour is to be emulated. | cannot recall a single case
from our history where the opposite — the “femini-
zation” of a man (even temporarily) - is evaluated
positively by the culture.

GAPRINDASHYVILI: Let us return to Beauvoir’s pos-
tulate that what's important for a culture is ques-
tion of “who is the subject” In a culture, everything
and everyone else serves the subject, the purity of
the subject’s untarnished uniqueness. Those who
describe and study culture are interested only in
the dominant identity or only the biological sex
identity, not the sexual. Perhaps there are some
or were some exceptions, but we know either very
little about them or nothing at all. On the other
hand the culture remembers Amazons - they are
not feminine in terms of sexuality but masculine
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socially. Perhaps this is one of the main arguments
supporting the position that the main thing for a
culture is to see and notice only concrete charac-
teristics of Amazons.

All of this takes us back to the issue of whether
“femininity” in Georgian culture is the same thing
as “femininity” according to the European under-
standing. Does feminine charm and flirting mean
the same thing it does in European culture? Is this
a universal trait and do other traits proceed from
it? As for masculinity, if we recall all the wars in
the history of the world, “masculinity” is linked
directly to man’s pretension to be a fighter and a
warrior...

AGHDGOMELASHVILI: Gender metaphors are
commonly used in military propaganda: that
which is “ours” is masculinized while the enemy,
the “other”, is extremely feminized. The image of
a feminized man, in turn, as we pointed out at the
beginning of our conversation, is associated with
the homosexual male. The problemization of the
reproductive function is of special importance in
homophobic rhetoric...

GAPRINDASHVILI: If we take into account the
asymmetrical, hierarchical nature of the feminin-
ity/masculinity paradigm in the culture, then in
such crisis conditions as war, that which is cultur-
ally legitimate is associated with “ours” while that
which is “other” is attributed those predicates of
femininity which are unacceptable for us. This is
always used as a component of ideology...
During war, you are threatened with destruction
and so you engage more actively in propagandiz-
ing masculine characteristics and you recall mo-
ments in history that are identified with “Georgi-
anness”, “bravery” [“vazhkatsoba”]. There are a lot
of interesting things in this respect.

In general, during transition periods, no matter
what type of transition it is, the replacement of
one ideology with another, the switch from peace
to a war situation or vice-versa, dominant cultural
models, views and notions are shaken. It is natural
thatin such a tense situation, people unconscious-
ly cling to that which they think must be saved,
that which is the most important. We remember
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how at the dawn of the post-Soviet epoch, when
discussions were starting about women’s rights,
the mainstream of discussions was the twelfth, at
the latest the 16th century.

Not the Soviet period, not the present, but the dis-
tant past. This somehow gives us the key to the
answer as to what the culture is clinging to, what
is most valuable to it in the most critical moments,
and what the culture deems essential and worthy
of remembering.

—
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Wilhelm Reich and the foundations
of “sexual revolution”
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There exist topics which sometimes even adults and
wholly civilized people avoid talking about. If these
issues are discussed, it is often remarked with great
caution and terminological distance that a kernel of
positivity can be found even in that which is risque
and uncensored. The basis for this modesty and re-
serve, according to one of the most important think-
ers of the 20th century, psychoanalyst and doctor
Wilhelm Reich (1897-1957), lies in our microsocium
— the patriarchal family, which he described as a “fac-
tory of ideology” that produced the elements of an
unfree society. Such societies are always ready to give
birth to “new national heroes and ideals” he wrote,
and establish totalitarian regimes keen on interfer-
ing in and controlling people’s personal lives from the
moral positions they themselves created. The most
important initial cause of this problem, which was
one of the most widely discussed topics of the twen-
tieth century, brings us to human beings’ sex life and
its fundaments.

In the modern West, i.e. places where sexual
revolution has prevailed, the old taboos about sex
have been seriously undermined and sex has be-
come one of the most profitable components of
capitalist industry. In the rest of the world, espe-
cially in so-called post-totalitarian countries, the
lifting of sexual mores is considered a wholly dis-
turbing phenomenon which, in the minds of those
concerned about unrestricted sex, is capable of de-
stroying and eliminating their whole country and
its culture.

In one of his main postulates, Reich, who was the
first theoretician of the sexual revolution, sought to
answer the questions, “What does sexual freedom
threaten?” and “What must sexuality be liberated
from?” He wrote: “Free sexual development is not
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a move from imposed morals to anarchy; rather it
liberates us from neurosis and perversity.”

This author of the “Sexual Revolution” was the
first person to attempt to combine the two most
revolutionary theories on earth - Freudism and
Marxism — and use them in practice. But due to his
radical views, Reich was expelled from both the
German Communist Party and the International As-
sociation of Psychoanalysts.

In 1933, Reich, an anti-fascist of Jewish origin,
was forced to leave Germany. He was soon com-
pelled to leave other European countries as well
and, in 1939, settled in the USA. There, despite his
successful scientific activities, he fell victim to the
repressions of McCarthyism and was imprisoned in
1955. Two years later, in 1957, he died in a prison in
Pennsylvania.

The works of Wilhelm Reich enjoyed a renaissance
and triumph in the 1960s thanks to the burgeoning
leftist movements which ultimately brought about
the “sexual revolution” in Western countries. For
those who came of age in the 1960s, Reich was a

—i%:a_:ﬂ%f___‘“é 01339 / THEME




mg8sms m35mbadMHobom 585l sMobantn Lafggdgmoa
o6 8mogsb”. s80b 3g8mga ngo BLogmaboma@nimbgdl
35393980006 393omdabggb 8mnbmmgdl: “od3zq6 Mbos
oM mbrgom  3MmEBM3mabdabl*  3abo
Bmangmds  g3s@ogems 3o omodzs, omdis, gb
abgg a9a98cmmdom agm godmbggmmo. 353939800396

8mbmggds

30d6bgdsl Monbabomgal dg3Mom NBG™m MMIs ©
LygGomdymo bogedzgmo 3gmbes. ds333980L LEm-
Mo sdMmEnm 0go badysBmb 8&Imbyggmmb dg33-
mol, 5003006950L ,LymogHo  FoMabasb gsmegn-
Lygmgdol gbBMoggmes. Mmama®i w33y cogdss,
As0boborgal gmggmage® Lmosmu@—3mmoad ol
1d90Mgdsms 3o@MnoMJomn—o38m-
GoGoMmm mxsbdos, Mmdgmoi GLygemImMamdy

Lomsgg

©oyMEbmdom  5s30060b  gLodozal  Ggfmmadgdaol
abygdb. gb GgFmein 3o, 3oMggm ogdo, 35333930~
L3gbos BndaMorgemon. gbgzEMBmEsmn dao333ms
dmbomems Lgbmomy® 0b@gMmgbgdlbs ®s J(39393L
530003ymBmdo  ©d aoMygbomado d(3bowgdL s
Lbgomabbgs Lobal o3Bdomzadal s Lobggmal bo-
dmomgdoon oo LyyemogMo  og3008ymezal Imdsgeml
M3 bogdL. 3Mog@ngody
3YMEbmdom Monba o3bowgdms, MmI yggzgmes 350

Loggosm  Ladgoaznbm
3ymxdn  obygds Jobogob 3mbxnmoad@l 3¢bgdting
0bb@nbd@gdbs ®s mogbdmbggmem ImMamlb dmEab,
Adgmms goamobzsai dso ,LydbysmyM gob(30-
oo bggmm@amo a0bwg3bab” 30Mmdgddn m33g SmoM
dgndmason. 3o@M0oM Jomy—o38mMoGoMmn
mRobob LobGgds 5053056l Mozl sbzgzL ndymgdoo
LodEsdm dmbmasdosl, LgdLbyosmmdosb God@ngy-
o asdmMnzbogh Loodm3zbadol o ngo go3Mog-
gd0b 06bEnb]JGs8y edysgl. Meobabmgal LEmMgw
b begds  3gMz9Mmbogmo
>©530060, HM3gmbsg Rsbdmdoma o3l dmbgdfaga,

bobosmal  bogydggmo:

Labogmibmm m@mmggdo, mgom@gamodszasl b-
mmmE  dosmomdfng  AHmagfnmdgdda  sbgmbgdl.
535b 3o bLobmgomgdfog—3mmoGogn® bLygMmadn
©0d@oGMobs s  33@MM0G MM  Mgyndgdedwy
8039s356m (1933 Bgmb 0go gz GEmE3oL gdo-
5698l LLbEHz—3do Ima banEMdal  Jmedggmamgdgdl
s gfMo—gmo bgGamdn s;3bowgdl, Mm3 Laddgmms
39390630 LBl og@sGPMabs s GmMEsmdo-
Gamo Mgg080b ©odysmgdsl bgmo 0dsbsz dgubym,
®md og 1923 bgmb LggbgomyMa GHggmeyEons dg-
F’)aﬁ)@b). b dmgmabs gobLognmGgdgmoa Loboom
abgor 30MHmdg3d0 RsbL, Mmegbsi ©od@s@menmo
LobBgds bombolb bBgdom, dobo bLobgisoom dysto-

symbol of sexual liberation and revolutionary non-
conformism.

But this triumph also brought with it the danger
that Reich’s theories would be falsified and vul-
garized. And indeed, the “sexual revolution” en-
acted by the leftists of the 1960s and the so-called
“Woodstock generation” often simply descend into
frequency to committ mass sex acts.

One particular moment in his biography will help
us get a more precise idea of Reich’s theories. Prior
to his expulsion from the International Association
of Psychoanalysts, he came forward with a state-
ment that was unexpected and unacceptable to all
of his colleagues: “There is no benefit to individual
therapy. Of course, you can make money and help
people, but from the standpoint of spiritual hy-
giene or social problems, it provides no benefit.”

He then called on psychoanalysts to work more
with children: “You should return to protoplasm!”
he said. Some saw this exhortation as a deliberate
attempt to shock, but it, too, was misunderstood.
For Reich, focusing on children had a much deeper
and more serious basis. He maintained that by rais-
ing children correctly, it was possible to change the
atmosphere of the world and to liberate humanity
from its “spiritual plague”.

As noted above, for Reich the patriarchal-author-
itarian family was the origin of all the world'’s social
and political misfortunes, as it marked the begin-
ning of the terrorization of the human psyche on
the basis of pseudo-morality.

Pseudo-morality views the sexual interests and
behaviours of children and teenagers as perverse
and as a disease; through various prohibitions and
punishments, it prepares for them a future riddled
with mental illness. Based on his own medical prac-
tice, Reich said that every mental ill person is un-
dergoing an internal conflict between natural in-
stinct and imposed morality, which they can bear
no more in conditions of “neurotic persecution of
sexual feelings”.

The patriarchal-authoritarian system forcefully
imposes the notion of monogamy on people, effec-
tively rules out experiencing pleasure from sexuality
and reduces sexuality to the instinct to procreate.

According to Reich, it is precisely this that lays
the groundwork for true perversity: a person whose
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natural, vital drives are suppressed can realize his
potential only through violent relationships. In
terms of public and political life, this brings about
dictatorship and authoritarian rule. (In a 1933 letter
to Lev Trotsky he shared his impressions of a recent
visit to the USSR, noting that the establishment of
Stalin’s dictatorship and the totalitarian regime in
place in the Soviet Union was aided in part by the
suspension of the sexual revolution there in 1923).

This phenomenon is especially clearly manifest-
ed in conditions where a dictatorial system is es-
tablished in accordance with the will of the people,
with the people’s sanction.

In this regard, Reich saw the leaders of German
fascism as having their sexual and vital instincts
repressed. As he put it, “Fascism is a vampire that
sucks the life out of organisms. Much as love strives
towards culmination in the spring, fascism’s aspira-
tion to kill is unbridled.”

In 1933, a few months after the rise of the Nazis,
Reich published his famous book “The Mass Psy-
chology of Fascism”, in which he employs medical
principles to counter the irrational socio—political
concepts and the racial theory of fascism - the lat-
ter of which he called “biological mysticism”. “Fas-
cist mysticism is an orgiastic drive limited by mysti-
cal counterfeit-ness and the suppression of natural
sexuality,” he wrote.

When a person’s energy is driven by orgiastic
drive but cannot be realized naturally because of
fears instilled in childhood, takes on a distorted
psycho-sexual nature. (Here we should recall a
moment from Reich’s therapeutic practice: Reich’s
student, famous psychoanalyst and one of the
founders of bio-energy studies, Alexander Lowen,
describes Reich's use of masturbation in therapy.
A patient who cannot achieve full sexual pleasure
through masturbation carries a great psychological
burden. A prohibition on masturbation in child-
hood gives rise to many psychological problems in
adulthood).

Similarly, he wrote of the desire for freedom
and the fear of it. “The masses’ strong drive to-
wards freedom and, at the same, time their fear
of freedom, which implies responsibility, begets
fascist thinking” - this is the fundamental premise
of Reich’s social psychology. Despite the fact that
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from the 1930s, Wilhelm Reich radically opposed all
political schools of thought and recognized science
as the only reality, he still remained a revolutionary
and fought against fascism - not through political
interests, but through developing scientific theo-
ries about life energies.

He believed that the life energy which is orient-
ed towards pleasure, love and free labour was in a
state of constant renewal: “A person raised in the
spirit of not receiving life and sexual energies be-
comes afraid of pleasure. Neurotic fear of pleasure
forms the basis for a person formulating a world-
view that cannot stand manifestations of life and
creates dictatorship.”

As an alternative to this, Reich suggests that we
re—examine these traditions and engage in con-
stant generational renewal: “Democracy must not
be imagined as a completed chain of events. It
should not be confused with an old person with
grey hair who constantly delights in recalling his
heroic past.”

Therefore, Reich, by now grey-haired himself, re-
mained loyal to the leftist ideals whose left wing
nature is expressed in the idea of one's natural
drive to be free. One’s original freedom, which is
crushed and undermined by repressive civilization,
constantly strives to restore its original, unblem-
ished nature. This is precisely the non-conformist
ideal which political demagogues claiming to be
left-wing cannot bring about. Attempts of this kind
have given us heretofore unseen examples of re-
pressive tyranny. At the same time, the leftist ideal
itself became an emample of the kind of perversity
that arises from neurotically persecuted orgiastic
energy. The fact that sex maniacs exist cannot be
blamed on sexuality itself. More courage must be
shown in discussing the most painful topics. Here,
too, we should recall Reich’s idea that “the victory
of dictatorship was based on the mass mental ill-
ness of Europeans who proved unable to handle
democracy.”

He saw one of the main reasons for this to be the
timid and conformist behaviour of European intel-
lectuals. Through their “scientific presentations’,
which contained incomprehensible and vague lan-
guage and positions, they further confused ordi-
nary people - who later easily fell for the primitive
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slogans offered to them by politicians.

People often try to “mask” their own conformism
and fears in “morality”. Reich proposed a psycho-
logical genealogy of morality and attempts to de-
mystify it:

“Sycophantic moralism is the most horrible en-
emy of natural morality,” he says, going on to issue
direct exhortations: “We must express sharp pro-
test when the people who live by their own inter-
nal laws and not by rules imposed upon them from
without are called ‘immoral”’

Finally, Wilhelm Reich, as the first theorist of the
sexual revolution, had significant influence not
only on sexology, but also on the development of
20th century western society as a whole. His works
have not lost their relevance today, especially in
post-totalitarian countries where democratic insti-
tutions and standards of free thought still have to
fight with traditional authoritarian stereotypes.
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The late 20th century and the early 21st century can easily be dubbed the most “sexual” period in the
history of human development. The everyday life of society is saturated with various sexual impulses. We
come across sexual imagery everywhere — be in on TV, virtually, or in the real world: music videos cannot
compete if they don’t contain at least some erotic elements, feature films intrigue us with erotic scenes,
the details of celebrities’ intimate lives captivate us, politicians manipulate notions of sexuality and our
everyday lives are full of gossip about real or imagined details of other people’s intimate lives, be they

acquaintances or famous people.
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In general, it has become easier to speak about
sexuality, as information has become more acces-
sible, but the attitudes in society towards sex and
gender issues remain diverse, contradictory and,
often, resistant to change.

If we look closely at the prevailing stereotypes
in Western culture, we notice that heterosexual
love between young and beautiful people merits
sympathy and excitement while union between
“ordinary” couples who are not so young and
beautiful is generally discussed in the context
of procreation and the general attitude is one
of indifference. But harsh, often repressive dis-
positions prevail regarding homosexual love. It
should be pointed out that there is a wide range
of opinion on any issue pertaining to sexuality.
For example, to this day there are extremely var-
ied opinions on masturbation, forms of physical
intimacy, premarital sex and so on.

There are even differing opinions on heterosex-
ual behaviour. For example, the myth about older
people - that sexual desire dies with age - has
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been disproved. Yet, the dominant view holds that
older people are asexual beings and any expression
of sexual interest on their part is looked upon with
irony, often even by doctors.

What is the reason for the wide array of opinions
concerning sexuality? Probably the sheer complex-
ity of the issue. After all, phenomena that are dif-
ficult to comprehend and explain often provide
fertile ground for the development of myths.

From a medical standpoint, sexuality can be de-
scribed as a mix of physiological, psychological and
socio—cultural elements, all of which are influenced
by a person’s life experiences. Sexuality is a multi-
dimensional phenomenon, so in order to charac-
terize it, let us first distinguish several provisional
components: the physiological basis for sexuality,
gender identity, sexual self-identification, sexual
behaviour and signs of sexuality.

A person’s sexuality takes shape while still in
utero. The combination of chromosomes from the
father and mother usually lead to XX (female) or
XY (male) genotypes with occasioanl variations
like X0, XXYY, XYY etc. The development of the sex
organs usually corresponds to the relevant geno-
type, though there are exceptions. For example,
an XY (male) embryo may develop anatomically as
a female if - for some reason - it fails to produce
the male hormone, testosterone, from three or four
weeks gestation.

At birth, the child’s anatomical sex is determined.
Parents generally expect a boy or a girl, though
there is another possibility: the child could have
various forms of sex organs of both genders (an “in-
tersex” condition or hermaphroditism). Upon birth,
the neuro-endocrine-vascular basis of sexuality
is in place — a physiological potential of sorts that
evolves until the end of puberty.

At age of two or three years, the child has a physi-
cal sense of his/her sex — gender identity. The child
is now aware of the fact that he/she is a boy or girl.
This generally occurs in accordance with anatomi-
cal sex, though in rare cases, the child’s determina-
tion of his/her own gender is a more lengthy pro-
cess and he/she later realizes that body does not
correspond to real gender.

The next step in a person’s physical development
is the “explosion” of hormones at puberty. In their
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early teens, people begin feeling sexual attraction.
A person’s thoughts and fantasies are consumed by
an as-yet “strangely pleasurable” interest; later on,
the details are filled out by more concrete lust for
imaginary or real subjects.

Determining the subjects of this attraction (usu-
ally the opposite sex, less often the same sex) marks
the end of the phase in which sexual orientation is
determined, that is sexual self-identification.

This is how a person’s sexuality is slowly “built”,
though all the while its development also comes
under the influence of special environments, hap-
penstance and imposed pre-conceived notions. In
parallel, a unique stereotype of sexual taste and in-
terest is formed, one on which life experiences also
leave their mark. At first glance, sexual behaviour
should correspond to gender roles and sexual iden-
tity (and this is the case in most circumstances), but
there are exceptions, when a person behaves “dif-
ferently” For example, a person who identifies him-
self/herself as homosexual might not be physically
intimate with a member of the same sex, while a
heterosexual person may have contextual homo-
sexual contacts.

The most visible and “popular” manifestations of
sexuality are, in both sexes: sexual drive (libido),
orgasm (sexual release) and, in men only: erection
(hardening of the male sex organ) and ejaculation
(emission of semen).

It is along these parameters that a person’s per-
ceptions of his/her own sexuality, as well as those
of his/her partner are formulated. But health con-
ditions, stressful situations and problems in rela-
tions with sex partners have significant influence
on sexuality and lead to problems such as erectile
dysfunction and premature ejaculation.

As we can see, sexuality is a far broader notion
than just “sex”, which is what many people view it
as. It is important to take this complex of factors
into consideration when engaged in clinic work.
For medicine, sexuality is much more than just a
means to reproduce or transmit STls.

People need to comprehend their sexuality, to
accept and get used to their “differentness’, and -
be it through hormone therapy or surgery - bring
their physical sex into line with their gender iden-
tity, or seek help for sexual dysfunction (such as
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erectile problems and trouble achieving orgasm) or counselling for relationship problems.

The aim of this overview of sexuality has not been to teach people medical terms — what’s important is
that we internalize the fact that, in general, human sexuality has many facets and each person’s sexuality
is unique. We certainly cannot distinguish people as “normal’, “different” or “exceptional” on the basis of
single criterion of sexuality.

In sum, evaluating this issue in terms of two opposite poles limit us; deep-seated pre-conceived no-
tions and imposed myths often lead us to internal conflict; and fears and stress lead us to - at least - neu-
rosis. | think the most important thing is that we ask ourselves a simple question: are we ready to embrace
diversity?

Maia Chavchanidze

Sexologists’ Legue
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The husband and the nanny enter the stage. The husband is holding bags containing various goods from the
bazaar. He throws the bags down immediately and leads the nanny into the centre of the room.

HUSBAND: Did | make you wait long?
NANNY: No, of course not, on the contrary, | came very early. (looks around) Where's the kid?
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HUSBAND: | was going out to buy a few things so | left him
with my mother. | hope you're not in a hurry — my mother
lives close by and will bring him soon.

NANNY: No, I'm not in a hurry. I'll wait for them.

HUSBAND: He's a smart kid. Won't give you much trouble.
(hesitantly) Let's address each other informally, OK? You're
about to become a member of our family and | feel awkward
somehow.

NANNY (smiling): OK.

HUSBAND: Basically, my wife leaves for work early in the
morning. | start at 11 and finish at 6 pm. The time works for
you, right?

NANNY: Yes, of course.

HUSBAND: Really, he's a good kid... When he wants to pee,
he'll tell you. He's a smart kid.

NANNY (restrainedly): Great!

HUSBAND: Let me make you some coffee. Or do you prefer
tea?

NANNY: No, please don't bother. | don’t drink coffee.
HUSBAND: What about tea?

NANNY: No tea, either.

The husband sits down, takes a cigarette from his bag and
lights it. He thinks for a second, and hands it to the nanny.
NANNY: No, thank you, | don’t smoke.

HUSBAND: How old are you?

NANNY: Twenty.

HUSBAND: Do you have a wife?

NANNY: No.

HUSBAND: Well, don't rush into it! There'll be time for that
later. Theres no sense rushing into it. | wish | knew what | was
in such a hurry for! But she didn’t give my any time to make
up my mind. (smiles, satisfied with himself)

NANNY: Were you young when you got married?
HUSBAND: Not completely. | was 21. | had graduated from
the Art Academy that year.

NANNY: So you're an artist?

HUSBAND: | have a diploma that says “artist-decorator’, but
you wouldn’t know it from looking at this place...

NANNY: No, why...

HUSBAND: My wife is like that, she wants everything her own
way. She doesn't listen to mel...

NANNY: What does your wife do?

HUSBAND: She’s chief producer at Channel 3.

NANNY (acting surprised): Nina is your wife?

HUSBAND: That's funny. That's the first time I've heard that.
People usually ask me “So you're Nina's husband?” Anyway,
what do you do? Do you study somewhere?
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NANNY: Yes, I'm studying to be a journalist.

HUSBAND: Oh, that'’s great. I'll talk to Nina about you for sure.
You look like a good guy.

NANNY: Oh, no, that's not necessary.

HUSBAND: Why not? If you don’t know someone...you know
how the business is. (puts out his cigarette) It bothers you,
doesn't it? It's a good thing you don't smoke. | don't smoke
around the kid. It's hard, but you won't have any problem...
(pause) So, do you have experience taking care of kids?
NANNY: Yes, | do... | took care of my older sister’s children
when they lived with us.

HUSBAND: Very good... (confused; awkward pause) Where is
that mother of mine? I'll go give her a call. Don’t get bored.
Turn on the TV if you want or listen to some music. I'll be right
back. (leaves)

The NANNY goes to the entertainment centre in the corner
and turns on the music.

HUSBAND (from the other room): That's Nina's favourite
song...

NANNY: Really? (doesn't like the song; cringes)

HUSBAND (again shouting from the other room): Yeah, she’s
got weird taste... | have to laugh sometimes, because we're
nothing like each other; | don't know why we're together...
NANNY: | see. (turns off the music)

HUSBAND (re-entering the room, concerned) My mother
isn't answering. She probably took the kid out for a walk.
I'm really worried — she doesn’t have any experience taking
care of kids... 'm afraid something will happen to him. Once,
| left him with her for a whole day and she didn't feed him
at all. The kid was in a horrible state... Anyway, you'll like my
son very much. A copy of his mother! You know how they're
similar? Now, I've seen children resemble people before, but
not like this!

NANNY: So your wife works a lot? (walking around the room,
not paying attention to the HUSBAND's jabbering)
HUSBAND: She’s at the TV station day and night. She only
rests on Sundays. When we had the baby, | stayed home for
the first two years. | nearly went mad. Just imagine - | didn’t
have anyone to talk to all day... Then, for a while, my mother
came to live with us and | found a job... If my father were still
alive, this wouldn't even be an issue... Well, you can't have a
mother taking care of a child - what would people say! Any-
way, Nina said we could hire a nanny...

NANNY (interrupting): Do you love your child more or your
wife?

HUSBAND (confused): What?

NANNY (more boldly): | said: do you love your child more or
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your wife?

HUSBAND: What kind of question is that?... | don't know...
(doesn't appreciate the NANNY’s familiar tone)

NANNY: Well?

HUSBAND: You're inexperience really shows! If you had a
child, you wouldn't be asking me that question...

NANNY: I'm sorry for being so direct, but | really want to
know. What do you feel?

HUSBAND: Are you involved with anyone?

NANNY (not understanding the question): What do you
mean?

HUSBAND: Do you have a special lady? A girlfriend?

NANNY (irritated): No.

HUSBAND: Well, how can | put this... Are you a virgin? I'm
sorry to be so direct, but...

NANNY (shortly and sternly): No, I'm not a virgin!!!
HUSBAND: | see...[doesn’t know what to say) You know what
we should do — we should set a certain period, say, a week, as
a trial period... Let's see how you get along with the kid and
then we'll decide... Who knows what will happen.

NANNY (indifferently): OK.

HUSBAND (pretending to be calm): My mother willcomeina
minute, and I'll introduce you to the little one.

NANNY: What's his name?

HUSBAND: Oh, | haven't told you? (laughs) Huh, you get so
caught up in conversation that you forget the main thing...
Nina named him. | wanted to call him Saba, but Nina called
him loseb...

NANNY: You still haven’t answered my question.

HUSBAND: What question?

NANNY: Do you love your wife more or your child?
HUSBAND: What a childish question...

NANNY (quickly approaches the HUSBAND, strokes his face)
You have great skin.

HUSBAND (flinches and lurches back) What are you doing?
NANNY: Does your wife caress you?

HUSBAND (shocked): What?

NANNY: Or does she not pay any attention to you?
HUSBAND: Wait just a minute...

NANNY (interrupting): Why don’t you answer me? Are you
embarrassed? Don't be ashamed. Talk to me.

HUSBAND: Get out of here right now! Before my mother
comes.

NANNY: Your mother won't come!

HUSBAND: Oh, God! How do you know!

NANNY: Don't be afraid, | didn’t kill her. | called her and told
her that you would be late and that you had asked me to call.
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HUSBAND: I'll call the police!

NANNY (sternly): Sit down!

The HUSBAND is confused. He obeys and sits down.
NANNY: How is your wife in bed?

HUSBAND: Are you mad?

NANNY: No, I'm just asking.

HUSBAND: Hey, if you do anything to my son...

NANNY: | don't have any problem with your son! And in gen-
eral, | can't stand children!

HUSBAND: Oh myyyy!

NANNY: Settle down and answer my question!

HUSBAND: What question?

NANNY: A very ordinary one. | won't let you go until you an-
swer me!

HUSBAND: My wife will come home soon!

NANNY: Don't lie to me! She won't be here soon, she comes
home late

HUSBAND: You can't frighten me! (jumps up, hits the NANNY;
they start fighting, the NANNY pins him to the floor, restrains
his arms behind his back and sits on top of him)

NANNY: | don't want to have to break your arm. Just answer
mel!

HUSBAND (in pain): Get out of here, or else I'll scream!
NANNY: Scream and do whatever you want! The walls are
thick. The neighbours won't hear a thing!

HUSBAND (screaming): Help me!!!

NANNY (twisting his arms): Scream, scream! | won't let you
go until you answer me.

HUSBAND: What do you want from me? Leave me alone. |
won't tell anyone, just get out of here right now!

NANNY: Oh, did | interrupt your calm life? You're in my hands
now! Keep that in mind, and watch yourself! (hits him)
HUSBAND (wincing from the pain, screaming): Aaahhh!
NANNY: Scream, you sheep! You slave to women!
HUSBAND: What do you want from me, what’s your prob-
lem?

NANNY: You're getting on my nerves. People like you are
holding back our cause!

HUSBAND (calming down): What cause?

NANNY (lets him go, sits on the floor): Promise you'll listen to
everything | have to say!

HUSBAND: Yes, fine..fine... (dusts himself off) The floor needs
to be cleaned. How could I have forgotten...

NANNY: Hey now!

HUSBAND (frightened): OK, OK, tell me about the cause.
NANNY: The liberation of men!

HUSBAND (shocked): The what of men???

bIMM36JdY / ART




bI(MM363dY / ART

- —

osMBYadl s oMb 50@63@0[)) 8mbog!

330 (ﬁoamoﬁmaagb) 530 o6 3gBgg0m? (ﬂbgﬁbﬂQoQ 06-
935 9&YMdS, HmB Bogzabal aGYds o6 ar3nb.)

d0do: (bngoﬁa@)b Booﬁmaggb) bos Fngsbgol gozds Lob-
9%g! 3mBggas 30 o6 oz0 BgbngMaw!

J30A): G5 gobos Agdaoeb, o6 s3ablbba?

d0dd: sts 356 aMb3mbgdmmo, Gm3 asdnggd, Boged
8006(3 3g8y30. Mo 030, 0gbgd Jgbabosbs ABmENLsBs(3
a59mgogl Gedg!

330 B> mbros adsdmz0gL, godsgqdaby!

d0dd: 3gb aambns, dstrmems Jgbo dogd30Lb Bmbagmgmago
8mggen 8g? 56L3MNSgMMdm MEaBobs(3058 3odmag bo-
3bo.

33O BeagmeBs Mg sbobsa(3nsd?

d0dd: Lnmdmm mEMasbobaznss, ,359(39%0 g9bgMmmo
0365LBMmEMB0bS > LadsFmEsbmdabogal®.

J30A): Bgonm, bmory Bsbimbgdo bafm?... ggbrgfmemo
ol 6036agl?

d0dd: @ Lobimemgemgs! Bggb osgobggsmo 3o(3900 3o6o
©5 Jgbabmsbs 8mbgdl (3bmgMgdsl gmswzargdor! Jgbo
agbogfn 3o obos, Moboy 353d3mdaob  gsbbagemnsk!
8mbmdas 3gbo aqbgfin!l Mobisb 3530 bat, sbg abMEnsb,
Jorgdol dmERaema mbs agm! s bmen dodydg gons
439s Joemb, 3gb Mo gobws (36mzgMgdsdal

3306 bo8rognemago 8obmbgdn bafon!

d0dd: strs gafm-3gorgn dobmbgdal msgabygsma 353930
306 @ mEgbdg dogsmbggon 0dsL, MM3 Jgbbasbgdacs
Dby dmgemab.

J30A(): 3y s Fdn goM?

d0dd: Aggbds MBImMbmdd sbsema 3Mmgdgn anbym, ,20
dads®.  dggotiBogo 20 yzgmody BomBo@gdmmn dJomo s
8507 mxobgddn dadgdem 30Bygdor 3mBomdsl, Mm3 woh-
BmEgdam 48693L dgme 3oLbogmman!!!

33969(): mBgionm, @b dmog! sbemagy Bon odgwsb, o
85068 9MgLgdl 3g 0gzgbo 3Grmgd@o!

d0dd: bimem dmdndy 3o oMss...  ymgbdg 83nwns, g6 Mo
25068 9MgLgdbL!

3356 (Lodyss »ymab” asambgdedy ymMgddg oxgemgdl
bamgdl) G boGyzgdl s33m3d!

d0dd: bm, G agm! ymgdg 83n@as!ll 30(398L o6 mbrs a36-
(36396m@aLb B3gbo agbo@smngdab! wMbos dgdmm ©s b3s
sdmoem!

33969(): 3gicnnl 8onb(y o6 g93nboocn?!

d0dd: m8gfion o dmadas! gb Joemgdo agedmegdab Loy
3969980L 8s6dnemdy, M 3gMmBs 3o30 Joemob 39869
o adbdsMge Jgddbs! mogal LabaMggdmmm 0ygbgdgb
430mo39@L!

NANNY (takes out a cigarette, lights it and passes it to the
HUSBAND): Smoke!

HUSBAND (takes the cigarette): You said you didn’t smoke.
(smokes awkwardly, as though he doesn’t know how to take
adrag)

NANNY (grabs the cigarette from him): | should put this out
in your face! You don't even know how to smoke properly!
HUSBAND: What do you want from me? Aren't you going to
tell me?

NANNY: I'm not sure you'll understand, but I'll tell you any-
way. Who knows, maybe something will come of a pushover
like you!

HUSBAND: What should come of me? Explain!

NANNY: You actually think | came here to take care of your
child? | was sent here by a nongovernmental organization.
HUSBAND: What kind of organization?

NANNY: It's a secret organization: “Men for Gender Equality
and Justice”.

HUSBAND: Good God, are you Freemasons?... What does
“gender”mean?

NANNY: Stupid! We are free men and we are making life eas-
ier for slaves like you! Your gender is what has been taught
to you since you were a child! Your gender is slavery! Since
you're a man, you were raised to be obedient to women! And
not a single woman gives a tit about what you want in life!
HUSBAND: You are definitely Freemasons!

NANNY: We're not Freemasons! We're free men and someday
we'll make it so that even types like you come to their senses.
HUSBAND: What do | have to do with it?

NANNY: Our leaders have started this new project called “20
nannies” We selected the 20 most successful women and
started working as nannies in their families, so we can get
their pathetic husbands to come to their senses!!!
HUSBAND: Good God, what nonsense! Get out of here right
now. I'm not interested in your project!

NANNY: | don't give a dick about what you're interested in!
HUSBAND (covers his hears upon hearing the word “dick”):
Such language!

NANNY: Yeah, so what, | don't give a dick!!! We men shouldn’t
be ashamed of our genitals! We need to speak out!
HUSBAND: Have you no fear of God?!

NANNY:What does God have to do with it? That's what wom-
en have been telling us for years — that God created man to
be a helper and adjunct to woman! They use everything to
their own benefit!

HUSBAND: Don't commit sacrilege! Please!

NANNY: What, did | scare you? You are truly pathetic!
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HUSBAND: God, it's a good thing my son isn't home! Such
language! You're not a woman, after all!

NANNY: No, I'm a man! And when | want to, I'll swear. Under-
stand, you sheep?

The husband tries to run away.

NANNY (catches him): | said don’t move! Or else I'll kill you!
We will get people like you to come to their senses and still
pursue our common cause! We'll give an example to the
poor men of all of Georgia!

HUSBAND (no longer resisting): What did | do wrong? Why
did you choose me?

NANNY: I told you, we picked the 20 most influential women.
| was supposed to go to the husband of the president, but
we drew straws and | ended up with you. So, remember that
you won't be able to get rid of me!

HUSBAND: Well, | don't give a tit about your project! You can't
force me! | will not concede my manhood!

NANNY: You foolish man! If it were up to me, people like you
would get their heads chopped off!

HUSBAND: You're all crazy! For shame!

NANNY: | should be ashamed or should you? Think about
what we're offering you: you will be an independent man,
you can fulfil your dreams. Don’t you want to be free?
HUSBAND: Good God! My mother will go crazy!

NANNY: Forget about your mother! Forget about everyone
who forces you to be a slave. Have you never thought about
how many chances you've let slip away just because you're a
man? Haven't you grown tired of making dinner for your wife
and sitting around the house like a servant?!

HUSBAND: | don't sit around the house. Nina allowed me to
get a job and hire a nanny. But | couldn’t have imagined that
someone like you...

NANNY: Don’t make me laugh! Don't think of that as an act of
mercy! Who the hell needs that kind of fake freedom? If hir-
ing a nanny helped matters... You should demand that your
wife take care of your child herself, make the meals herself
and help you tidy up the house...

HUSBAND: What horrible things you speak! Good God, what
horrible things!

NANNY: Well, think about it long and hard! Please! | want
what'’s best for you. It'll be hard at first, but after all, we have
managed, so you, too, can be free.

HUSBAND: That's easy for you to say! You've never had a wife!
But if | talk back a little too much, my wife will kick me out of
the house and take the child! Then what can | do? Should |
go back to my mother? You know perfectly well that moth-
ers don't accept their sons back into their homes! I'll be leftin
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the street, I'll have no hope... Do you want to ruin my life?
NANNY: No, of course | don'’t. I'm not a woman who doesn’t
understand you. Don't be afraid. The main thing is that you
start — then everything will change gradually.

HUSBAND: No, | can't!

NANNY: Yes, you can. You're a young man, you have your
whole life ahead of you. I'll help.

HUSBAND: How can you help me?

NANNY (satisfied): Now that's what | like to hear! Now listen
to me carefully, I'll tell you everything. Don't think that I'm
going to ask you to just up and leave your house and aban-
don your family. That's no way out...

Doorbell is heard.

HUSBAND (confused): Should | open it? It's probably my
mother. She'll kill me for leaving the kid with her for so
long.

NANNY: Go ahead and open it.

The HUSBAND exits. The NANNY is nervous. He quickly
paces about the room, clearly anxious. As soon as the HUS-
BAND comes back, the NANNY settles down and stands
upright

HUSBAND: It was the neighbour asking for washing pow-
der... excellent timing...

NANNY: Why didn’t you run away?

HUSBAND: | don’t know... You are crazy, but I'm no longer
afraid of you.

NANNY (smiling): Well done! I'm very happy to hear that
from you. Let’s continue.

HUSBAND (somewhat afraid): So, what do | have to do?
NANNY: Your wife has to understand that man is a human
being and that her husband is not her property.
HUSBAND: That's easy for you to say...

NANNY: If you don't stick your neck out, nothing will
change.

HUSBAND: | still don't understand what I'm supposed to
change or how. What are you asking me to do? Betray our
traditions? What will people say? How will | be able to look
my mother in the eye?

NANNY: Believe me, everyone thinks that way at first. Then
they change and get more courageous. Your mother and
your wife will get used to this thing... If they don't, you'll
have to abandon your family.

HUSBAND: No, no!

NANNY: Freedom should be more important to you!
HUSBAND: | said no! | can't!

NANNY (after a long pause): Were you a good student at
the academy?
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HUSBAND (enthusiastically): | got the highest grade on my
thesis project. Guess what | did - it was an enormous mosaic
with cloth applications and tiny little scraps (stops, realizing
that he's got carried away)

NANNY: So, don't you miss working in your profession?
HUSBAND: | met Nina then, back when she was starting out
as a producer. We fell in love. Do you know how beautiful
she is? Something came over me. Then she took me as her
husband...

NANNY:Then?

HUSBAND: My thesis adviser told me | should continue my
studies... And | really wanted to, but Nina got pregnant. There
was no—one but me to look after the baby - | don't have a
father-in—-law and my father was already deceased... So she
had the baby and went back to work. She’s the heart and
soul of Channel 3, very well loved at work. Within two year’s
she got the operation on its feet... True, she never makes time
for the child, but...

NANNY (approaching the HUSBAND, giving him a friendly
hug): It's OK, calm down.

HUSBAND (getting upset, near tears): Nina wants to have a
second child. She really wants a girl to keep the family name
going. She’s an only child herself. I'll probably have to just
keep sitting at home. | told her maybe we shouldn’t rush into
it, but she doesn't listen to me.

NANNY: Don't worry. We'll help you.

HUSBAND: How can you help me? You've thought up some
nonsense and now you think you can help men with it?

You are heartless! What are you offering me: | have to leave
my wife and child, spit on my mother and have everybody
thinking I'm crazy? Who thought up this stupid project?
NANNY (imploringly): No-one is asking you to leave your
wife and child. We have to break up families only in the most
extreme cases, where there is truly no other way out.
HUSBAND: Well, how do you see things going? What should
Ido?

NANNY: I'll tell you! I'll stay with you. Hire me as your nanny,
but don't tell your wife about any of this. Nina mustn't find
out that I've been sent here by the organization. Basically, the
idea behind the project is to give men more freedom. That's
why we approach them as nannies. Taking care of the child
will no longer be such a burden, you'll advance in your career
and, when you get stronger, you will boldly talk to your wife
and she won't be able to get away with so much!

HUSBAND: I still can’t imagine doing it. It'll be so hard.
NANNY: Who told you it would be easy? If everything could
be done all at once, we would be lucky ones. But don't be
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afraid. I have come here precisely to help you... (pause) Now,
tell me how to get on your wife's good side. What does she
like most? Somehow we have to distract her attention away
from you.

HUSBAND: She loves tiramisu, hot baths with dead sea salts
and Vermouth... dry!

NANNY (takes a notebook from his bag and starts taking
notes): What kind of sports does she like?

HUSBAND: Figure skating and synchronized swimming. She
can't stand football.

NANNY: Good God, these women have no taste!

HUSBAND: Why do you need to know all of this? Why are
you writing it down?

NANNY: We'll basically, our plan is to — | have to tempt your
wife.

HUSBAND: (outraged) What did you say?!

NANNY (hastily): I'll tell you right now! Like | told you, the
goal of our project is to get married men to realize their own
potential. In order to achieve this, we have to distract their
wives’ attention to something else, for example, other men.
You do your business, set up your career, have fun... If you
want, you can see other women...

HUSBAND: That's stupid!

NANNY: Oh, come on now! If you don’t want to, no—one will
force you. The main thing is that you should have a choice.
What you choose to do and how you choose to do it is up to
you to decide.

HUSBAND: Do you really have to sleep with my wife?
NANNY: It's not necessary — that, too, is an extreme measure.
If necessary, | have no other options. | will do anything for
the sake of the cause.

HUSBAND: | still think that you and your organization are a
little crazy!

NANNY: That's no problem. Time will pass and it will make
sense.

HUSBAND: Can | refuse? Or do | have to stay with the project
till the end?

NANNY: What do you take me for — a woman? Give me one
week as a trial period and | swear that you will ask me your-
self to stay with the project.

HUSBAND: | don’t know. | don’t know...

NANNY: Don't worry, everything will be fine.

HUSBAND: One week is a good idea. Let’s start and see...
(suddenly concerned) Oh no - | forgot the child!

The phone rings. The husband freezes where he stands. The
answering machine comes on. A strong woman’s voice is
heard .
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WOMAN'S VOICE: Where have you been all this time?! Have
you no conscience?! Why aren't you answering your phone?
This kid is driving me nuts. He keeps asking for daddy; he’s
crying. Get him off my hands quick, he’s ruined my nerves!
You have gone totally crazy since you started working! You
can't do that. | have to go see your aunt at seven, so turn up
fast. Don't make me wait! Kisses!

HUSBAND: What should | do?

NANNY: Sit down!

HUSBAND: No, | have to go and bring the kid.

NANNY: | said sit down! And listen to me: now take that tele-
phone, call up your buddies, invite them over here and play
this. (pulls a set of dominos out of his bag)

HUSBAND: What is that?

NANNY: Oh, God! It's dominoes, dominoes!

HUSBAND: What's dominoes?

NANNY (proudly and with distinction): It's an ancient game
that men used to play centuries ago. It's the symbol of our
organization!

HUSBAND: Is it hard to play?

NANNY: Not really. I'll explain. now take that telephone and
call up your buddies.

HUSBAND (can't decide what to do): First teach me how to
play dominoes!

NANNY: OK, come have a seat here! So, as | said, this is the
game of free men. The main idea is not complicated. I'll ex-
plain it right now. Basically, start by dealing the dominoes
out to the players.

The NANNY and HUSBAND continue to play dominoes. The
scene fades to black and an enormous photo descends. It
shows Nina and the HUSBAND. Nina is wearing a smoking
jacket and the HUSBAND is wearing a white wedding dress.
END
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