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EDITORIAL

Even after the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, humankind has nonetheless failed to liberate
itself from prejudices, phobias and stereotypes.

Despite the bitter experiences of the first half of the 20th century, part of society uses various arguments to justify and
explain their discriminatory attitudes towards LGBT people.

Homosexual behaviour remains a crime in many countries of the world. Even in countries where the legislation is not
discriminatory, the situation concerning LGBT people’s rights is far from satisfactory.

Under the Georgian Constitution, “All people are free by birth and equal before the law irrespective of race, skin colour,
language, sex, religion, political or other views, national, ethnic or social affiliation, origin, property or title status, or place
of residence.” The new criminal code envisages punishment for any violation of the equal rights of citizens.

But this is not an exhaustive list of grounds of discrimination: the law does not include a provision on discrimination
based on sexual orientation and/or gender identity.

Likewise, there is no law or article in the criminal code that would outlaw discrimination on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion.

And given the lack of special antidiscrimination laws and relevant protection mechanisms, LGBT people face numerous
problems in their everyday lives.

The main focus of “Me” magazine's tenth issue is LGBT rights. In addition to our traditional features and short sketches
about the history of the LGBT rights movement, we will provide analysis of the existing LGBT rights situation in Georgia
and elsewhere.
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Hate speech

he 12 January (No 747) issue of the Asaval-

Dasavali weekly newspaper featured an article
by journalist Jaba Khubua headlined “Caution, Geor-
gians, don't take this magazine home “, which dealt
with the seventh issue of Me magazine. The “jour-
nalist” links the high graphic quality of our publica-
tion to the “conspirational plans” of our “omnipotent
overseers”. Yet Khubua only discusses the News sec-
tion of the magazine and makes no comment on
the rest of its content. In his piece, he deliberately
uses unethical and inappropriate language. The ar-
ticle was published in the “Devil be gone!” section
of Asaval-Dasavali. The author uses a fragment of
Georgian Orthodox Patriarch llia II's 2009 Christmas
Epistle for an epilogue: “Some people speak about
this or that ‘passion) saying it is part of human na-
ture and we should not fight against it. And we of-
ten hear the word ‘passion’ in a positive context in
our society. The idea that, for example, fornication,
lying, judging, ambition, pride and even homosexu-
ality are characteristics of human nature and there
is nothing wrong with them is being entrenched in
our society through TV and the press. But it is a lie!”

Virtual community

Since the Inclusive Foundation helped launch
the Georgian-language LGBT online resources
gay.ge (now in a revamped version) and lesbi.ge,
another 10 or so blogs have increased the Geor-
gian LGBT presence on the internet. The blogs
explore different issues, but all touch on gay
themes. Proceeding from the Inclusive Founda-
tion’s existing strategy, the foundation is not di-
rectly involved in these activities, though it does
welcome the appearance of gay bloggers and ex-
presses readiness to support them.

Media

he Tskheli Shokoladi (Hot Chocolate) magazine
published an article headlined “Equality - A Dutch
Fairytale” Half of the article dealt with LGBT life and
activism in Amsterdam. The author of the article dis-
cusses the history of COC Netherlands (which is In-
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clusive’s donor and the oldest LGBT organization in
the world) and its struggle for equal rights. The writer
also tackles the social and cultural aspects of the rec-
ognition of equality.
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he internet blog “Tight Circle”, which is pre-

pared by journalists at Future Express youth
studio, published a video report on Me magazine.
In addition to interviewing the publishers about
the magazine’s origin and content, the authors of
the piece also tried to gauge the magazine’s reach
and people’s reaction to it. At the end of the re-
port, they asked Thbilisi teenagers whether they
had heard of Me and what they thought about it.
The majority had never heard of it (only 500 cop-
ies of each issue are printed), and several said that
such a magazine should not be published at all.
Others took the opposite view, however. As soon
as the video was posted on the blog (blog.teentv.
ge), numerous comments appeared, some of them
critiquing the professionalism of the authors and
others complaining that the report dealt with an
“inappropriate” subject.
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Barak Obama

Elections

he commitment of the LGBT supporters of new

US president Barack Obama- who was blessed
on the Washington Mall by a gay bishop during his
inauguration - has paid off. The day after he was
inaugurated, the fight against discrimination on
the basis of sexual orientation and the stepping
up of efforts to combat hate crimes have been list-
ed among the new administration’s human rights
priorities on the White House's official website.
Some in Georgia were not happy to see the mili-
taristic Republicans leave power in the USA, but
during her recent transatlantic tour, new Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton emphasized that while the
Washington would seek to “reset” relations with
Russia, NATO’s door must remain open to Georgia
and Ukraine. At a meeting of young Europeans
organized by the European Parliament during the
same trip in March 2009, Clinton answered a ques-
tion posed by our friend and colleague Maxim
Anmeghichean, the Programmes Director at ILGA
Europe, about changes in the White House’s ap-
proach to LGBT issues under the new administra-
tion. Clinton said she was troubled by instances of
discrimination against LGBT people in the world.
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She stressed that the White House was already
prioritizing these issues and that she hoped for
an end to discrimination on the basis of who one
loves.

Rights

n a statement, Council of Europe’s Human Rights

Commissioner, Thomas Hammarberg, noted that
in many CoE member countries, transgender peo-
ple are subjected to stigmatization, discrimination
and physical violence. The commission said that
sex reassignment surgeries, hormone therapy,
sterilization and other treatments (without which
it is rarely possible to obtain identification docu-
ments with the appropriate gender indicated) are
often either medically impossible, unavailable or
unaffordable without financing from the state or
other sources. Hammarberg also touched on the
social problems that arise from the aforemen-
tioned legislative barriers. These restrictions cre-
ate problems for transgender people in areas such
as insurance, healthcare, child custody rights,
employment and pensions. Georgian legislation
does not define a procedure for changing gender
marker in passports. To fill this gap, in 2007, the
first instance court handed down a positive ver-
dict for a case, in which person applied to change
gender in his identification documents after he
underwent sex reassignment. For more on Ham-
marberg’s statement, visit his office’s website at
www.commissioner.coe.int.

Film

he Academy Awards Ceremony at the Kodak Theatre

is mentioned in our magazine for two reasons. Sean
Penn won best actor for his lead role in the Gus Van Sant
film “Milk”. His character, late San Francisco city council-
man Harvey Milk, remains a source of inspiration for many
LGBT activists to this day. In addition, Dustin Lance Black’s
script for “Milk” got the nod for best original screenplay. It
should be pointed out that it was a film about the life of
an LGBT activist, his tragic death and the unprecedented
public protest his murder caused that won the USA's high-
est film honour. For more information on the film, see the
Art section of this magazine.
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Anna Kirey runs an LGBT Organization in the Central
Asian country of Kyrgyzstan. “Labrys” was started from a
scratch in 2004 and has gradually become a visible actor in
Kyrgyz civil society and the international LGBT movement.
In 2008 Anna took part in a 6-week bus tour with other
young activists across the southern United States called the
“Equality Ride" The “Riders” visited 15 faith-based universi-
ties in a dozen states, engaging students in dialogue about
gender, sexuality and faith.

There | was, marching in the pouring rain in Wash-
ington D.C. on 15 November, together with 5,000 other
queer people and allies against Proposition 8. The direc-
tors of Soulforce Q Equality Ride, a young adult dialogue
tour about gender, sexuality and faith, decided to come
to the US capital a day earlier. We had driven from Ken-
tucky to DC on the bus, spending six weeks visiting faith-
based universities in the southern USA. Before the Ride
I thought | understood what the LGBT movement in the
US was dealing with. But during the Ride | realized | had
no idea.

The Ride took place during the heated election sea-
son and | remember watching the news every day, being
outraged by Sara Palin’s perceptions of women'’s rights.
Also, | learned that most of the LGBT activism funding
went towards supporting Obama and campaigning
against initiatives like Prop 8 in California and Act 1 in
Arkansas. Prop 8 was put forward by homophobic faith-
based organizations to limit the definition of marriage to
a union of one man and one woman. The move came in



BmMEb0sdo s @0 I 96 356Bbdn . Mgy Bgmagabgds asg-
0gs. 3sbbemglb LadMgbawgb@m 5MhRggbgdal dgmgagdl 3bndmd-
0o 3M306Dsbnb gFm-gfio bambagg@bn@g@&m 3md3emgdLdo.
00 eqbsbBammn aym, LEMgBEIdL KaMBo gFmbda
b3obnMgds “Yes, We Can!” (mds8sl 30835600l benmgsbo —
»0000b Jga30dm0s”). LBmMgm 08 Mmb gage@ymdebgl, Gmd
3omaggmtboadn ,Vll-8gmagobgde” aognms. o8 5835385 damnsb
533560030565, 01330 bsMRY6 xamnb Azgbn asbBymds
8506(30058506(3 o6 goabogdos. Mol b8, Fmsgstine, mdsdsd
aon8otiggs o Bgdb mobadybogMgdl yomandgmdn gowdm-
dafigqds smet abdoMogdom, Bmam@(3 85339060l godmgbo-
©96@qd0b dg8mbgggedn v3ntgdbab.

mqbs(z 939M03Dy Boghmd, Bofmdmaagb 39@-6s3madaw
m0dgfse@ LydmgaEmgdsl — absgmumn Gsbgmmmdg-
40, ©gImM3Mo@&0s o dbgagln. doMammss gb ofnl sdgMngo,
m@mbe AfMpammgo 38s@gddn. Bysmasdyman 3odaba@mbas.
653 BOm LadbFHgmnm Bawbam, oo PBMm bdataw g3gLbdals
985dmbbgdgmmo  gmoganmo  Imbsbgdgda.  3g0dMmdeo,
03 Bmame(3 Yogodgmdo Imdndagg mad®) 9d@&0z0b@L, go-
dm(z0nemo gmbs @M ©ddmM3nEgdmmgdol yzgmabsomo
393mgm0bgds. Lobsdgnemgdn, Mol 6 33060L 3s63sgmmmds-
30 3930 M8 aomadbs: Rgdash ©g8mbydal 4obrgzbol 3(3we-
9eoeds, 080l sdmRgbs, Mmd my@dy Rgdo, Mmameis Joemals
Y3gmady 300bogHo s dzamgsbo dmgamgmds J8s6idg o
mxobdy bEb3ss o BmB oMmsebalinmggmn dmBmbgdlbymsen-
G0 Ggbrgb(30980” asb3nEbgdamns. 83 3obsligbgmds o~
39896@3s L Fmgdn Radogom. 8g ymaaema bsddmgmon 356
3 3653 ba8g(3609Mm 3MMaMgLnL. o6 BxgMmeEs, MM goysgo
36mamgbe dgggebedn s gobdgbwn boggMbod @l 3Gm-
B9gbmEal Jgambgdsl 0dsbg, oy Hmgmm 03n@bgds dmdmlg-
Jogommds. 0196, 3900 MM 8396637693067, Babngg Bogbals
Bogoobgs BB o3 0gdody.

(3M&> bboo Bamdmomgnbgo msega ababndol dnyGmgdmm
Joemoddn, Lowsz Yzgmash 93@&mImdarmnm  as@sesanm©do
> oM(3007) oby g3 5ad0sbl bgwgdo g3mgbool gofgon.
obemmgbo Lagag@m 3m83mgdbo T basmal bagambdgs s adscs
396 Bosbygdo 3936 09339bog(393L. 8Mg3mo 8gbo mgsbo
bogds, g3mgbosdo bostimmo 3o — Bmegafn Mg3Mgs(30emo
5g@ngmds. dgbn bmgzmdbgrggmmds adal baggmdggenby yoem-
0d@9ds, Moboz 93mmabnsdn abdgh. g3emgbosdn 35653 dogaba,
L63 Lgmmadn Bogny3sbgb. g3emgbos Fgbl bymng® s bomg-
3 bengznae@ Jmobmgbamgdals 3859meamgdl; gsbbegemal,
63 08 LBagmmgdob 3oombgzol 6036l 393 aygbadals mezegds
o a0d3b, Mmmnl gogmabal dggd bam. sRg36gd0L Babs
799830 ™ g3emgbosl 396309, M Lbgamsbabgs 3@9@3dn o
393M(300, M50ah MM0ggast DabELe gMmmbsafn Jowsggds
dm30b30by.

0gm 3930 asbbbgaggdamo  ©gbmBnbasnnl  ggemgbosgs.
o18(38, d0dmo0Esb gfon s 0303y bsbyzg@ob (3080Mg-

IBMMIBIBN / RIGHTS

response to California’s recognition of same-sex couples’
right to marry earlier that year. Act 1 in Arkansas limited
adoption rights to married couples only. Both initia-
tives passed. | was in Arkansas on Election Day, where
we rejoiced in Obama'’s victory at a university campus.
Balloons in the air, crowds of students cheering “Yes, We
Can!” And then we got a call about Prop 8 passing in Cali-
fornia. The news made us sad but it had little effect on
the rest of the crowd. At least Obama was elected and
my fellow Riders would not all have to move to Kyrgyz-
stan, as they had vowed to do if McCain were elected.

When we think of the US, we tend to think of a more
or less liberal society — Western values, democracy and
the like. Well, yes, this is what the US is about, but only
in the North. The line starts in Washington, DC, and the
farther south you go, the more hardcore religious ideas
you hear. Being an LGBT activist in Kyrgyzstan, | thought
I'd seen it all and done it all in terms of hostility from the
general public. During the six weeks on the Ride, people
tried to exorcise demons from me; | was told that my
only beautiful and precious God-given role as a woman
was to take care of my husband and family and that “un-
wanted homosexual tendencies” can be treated. The
latter argument shook me to the core. As a person from
the former Soviet Union, | tend to believe in scientific
progress and | could not believe | was in a progressive
country hearing an academic professional claiming that
homosexuality can be treated and trying to get me to
read his book about it.

Imagine living in a small town in Mississippi, where
you need to drive everywhere and you don't see too
many people anywhere outside church. The nearest mall
is one hour away and there is nothing else to do. The
people in the church become your family and church
becomes your main leisure activity. What you hear in
the church also defines your world view, because you
go there even before you enter the educational system.
The church meets your spiritual and community needs.
It also teaches you not to question the belief system that
you are exposed to. During the week ahead of the elec-
tions, | went to two churches in two different states and
was surprised to hear the same sermon.

The churches were also different denominations.
Same Bible verses quoted, same message. A lot of my
Christian LGBT friends on the Ride said that when they
came out to their family or church, there would be ser-
mons about homosexuality being a sin when they would
go to church. Some of them confessed their sin to pas-
tors and tried “praying the gay away”, but it did not work.
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The USA also seems to be the origin of the “ex-gay move-
ment” and one of the few countries where millions of
dollars are invested in creating “alternative” academic
and professional institutions which promote exclusion
and pseudo-science.

The history of the USA is painful. Imagine not being
to trace who your great grandparents were and what
your origin was because your ancestors were brought
to the country against their will. Imagine the pain of
trying to fit in but being an outcast because of the
colour of your skin. Imagine being LGBT and not being
welcome in your community because you just can’t be
gay and of colour at the same time. In San Francisco,
which so many of us see as a queer paradise, for exam-
ple, white gay men earn two to three times more than
black gay men, and transgender women earn wages
far below the international poverty level. The USA is a
country of major contrasts, which is why it is possible
to allow marriage for same-sex couples and then pass
a state-wide referendum negating that right even in
progressive and liberal California.

I think there will be more struggles inside the country
stemming from the polarity of views and isolationism
that is key to understanding how the US ended up be-
ing one of the few countries that did not ratify the Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child. | had people walk-
ing away from me when | said | was not a Christian, they
could not stand talking to me. Yet many of them didn't
even know what Sodom and Gomorrah was about. Many
of the students from the Christian universities and semi-
naries we visited will be going to Ukraine, Russia, Geor-
gia, Moldova and Armenia as missionaries, where they
will preach that homosexuality is a sin. They have Bibli-
cal arguments at hand and were raised not to question.
| admire the US LGBT rights movement for manoeuvring
within this context and managing to push progressive
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legislation through. | also understand why there are so
few efforts in the USA to be part of the international
LGBT movement. There is a lot to work to do at home.

| left the USA on 28 November full of impressions,
wearing my Equality Ride button proudly. | knew |
would be returning in two weeks to be part of a mis-
sion of LGBT activists to lobby various governments to
sign a UN Declaration on Sexual Orientation and Gen-
der Identity (SO/GI Declaration). All of a sudden, the
struggles at the UN over language about the human
rights of LGBT people started making sense. It was a
different level of activism.

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon passed by when we
were sitting in the lobby of the UN Headquarters in
New York. I'd been talking to post-Soviet governments
for days, sending them the text of declaration and ask-
ing them to sign it, explaining over and over why their
support is crucial. Georgia and Armenia signed the
declaration.

A half dozen other post-Soviet countries gave me am-
biguous “we are waiting for a response from the capital”-
type responses. Some people from post-Soviet missions
expressed their sympathy: “well, you understand that
our country has its traditions”. Kazakhstan and Turkmeni-
stan ended up signing a counter-declaration prepared
by the Organization of Islamic Conference. The counter-
declaration urged “all Member States, the United Na-
tions system, and non-governmental organizations to
continue to devote special attention and resources to
protect the family as‘the natural and fundamental group
unit of society’ in accordance with article 16 of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights”

The rhetoric of the statement sounded so familiar. |
had heard it at every campus we visited on the Equal-
ity Ride. Special attention to families, but no special
attention to people who may be sentenced to death
or attacked on the street or take their own life because
they cannot reconcile their faith with their identity.
The SO/GI Declaration called for decriminalization of
same-sex relations and recognition that people’s hu-
man rights are violated because of their sexual orien-
tation and/or gender identity. It was inspiring that
sixty-six countries signed it, yet there is a long way to
go. | want to continue down this path peacefully and
persistently, engaging in dialogue and raising aware-
ness of the fact that LGBT people are human beings
and are entitled to human rights.

Anna Kirey
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HIV/AIDS situation in Georgia
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In the early 1980s, a heretofore unknown medical term,"HIV infection/AIDS’, posed a terrible threat to humankind. The panic
that ensued caused immense grief and stress in society but at the same time, it served as a stimulus for measures to combat the
illness. At present, HIV infection is listed among manageable chronic illnesses and, thanks to worldwide efforts and coordination,
great strides have been made towards curbing this pandemic and treating, caring for and supporting those infected. The panic has
subsided, but HIV/AIDS has left a powerful and destructive mark on human history.

Let us examine the current situation:

According to December 2007 data (WHO, UNAIDS), some 30-36m people worldwide are infected. Of this number over 2m
are children (under age 15). Since the discovery of the disease to this day, more than 20m people have died. In 2007 alone,
2.2-3.2m new cases were registered and 2m died of AIDS.

According to the Georgian Centre for Infectious Pathologies, AIDS and Clinical Immunology, there are 1,825 cases of HIV
infection in Georgia as of 12 December 2008. Of this number, 1,372 are men and 453 are women. Most infected people are
between the ages of 29 and 35 years. A total of 402 people have died of AIDS in Georgia. 487 patients are currently undergo-
ing treatment.

The following is the distribution of likely transmission ways among HIV/AIDS cases registered in Georgia, as determined
through patient interviews:
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59.5 per cent are injecting drug users (have shared unster-
ilized needles with other users);

33.4 per cent were infected through heterosexual contact;

2.7 per cent contracted the virus through homosexual
contact (men having sex with men);

2.4 per cent were infected by their mother (either in utero
or from breastfeeding);

0.6 per cent contracted HIV through blood infusions;

1.4 per cent - cause of infection undetermined.

CHART #1 - DISTRIBUTION OF CASES ACCORDING
TO TRANSMISSION ROUTE

24% 2.7% Il - Intravenous drug use

- Heterosexual contact
M - Homosexual contact
- From mother
- blood infusions;
M - Indeterminate

33.4%

The distribution of transmission ways is similar to
that elsewhere in Eastern Europe. In this region, the
number one risk group remains intravenous drug users.
Clearly, this does not mean that only drug users are at
risk of HIV infection. In addition, fact that 33.4 per cent
contracted HIV through heterosexual contact and only
2.7 per cent through homosexual contact serves once
again to discount the myth that the spread of AIDS is a
matter of concern only for a few select social groups.

ME
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Everyone is at risk of contracting HIV/AIDS.

Despite the relatively low rate of the spread of HIV infection
here, Georgia is still considered to be a country potentially at
a high risk of an HIV/AIDS epidemic. This is because of both
the high number of intravenous drug users and Georgians'
tendencies to migrate to countries where the risk of infection
is higher.

The largest number of HIV infections is registered in Thilisi
(654 cases), then comes Samegrelo (291 cases, 212 of which
are in Zugdidi), Ajaria (253 cases), Imereti (236 cases), Abkha-
zia (90 cases), Kvemo Kartli (71 cases), Kakheti (68 cases), Shida
Kartli (48 cases), Guria (39 cases), Poti (29 cases) and Samtskhe-
Javakheti (26 cases). The remaining cases are distributed
throughout the country’s other regions.

The first case of HIV/AIDS was registered in Georgia in
1989. While the number of newly registered cases of infec-
tion on a yearly basis in Georgia is not high, there has been a
sharp increase over the past few years.

In 2008 (12 December figures), 338 new cases were regis-
tered [this contradicts the chart above].

Across Georgia, a total of 50 children (31 boys and 19 girls)
have been infected with HIV/AIDS. Twelve of these cases
were registered in 2008 alone.

Of these 50 children, 16 have died so far, three have left
the country and 23 are undergoing treatment.

DISTRIBUTION OF CASES ACCORDING
TO TRANSMISSION ROUTE:

The numbers are disturbing, but they show once
again just how important it is for each and every
one of us to take measures to fight the spread of
this disease. Let’s take care of ourselves and those
we love.

(see chart #2)

Q&A:
HOW IS HIV TRANSMITTED?

-Through unprotected sexual contact (vaginal,
oral or anal);

-Through blood contact: transfusion of infected
blood, sharing syringes, razors, toothbrushes; using
unsterilized medical or cosmetological instruments;

- Mother-to-child transmission: in utero infection
or through breastfeeding.

HOW IS HIV NOT TRANSMITTED?
« By holding hands with an infected person;
«Through sweat or tears;
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« Caughing and sneezing;

« Sharing silverware or bedding;

« Sharing a bath or toilet;

« While using public transport;

« Animal or bug bites;

« Through kissing, shaking hands, etc.

HOW CAN WE PROTECT OURSELVES FROM HIV?

If you know how HIV is transmitted, you will be able to pro-
tect yourself from it.

You can decide to have only one loyal sexual partner. If you
cannot imagine life without sex and you don't have a stable
partner, then you should use a condom to avoid contracting
sexually transmitted infections.

CHART #2 - NUMBER OF NEW CASES OF HIV/AIDS
INFECTION REGISTERED IN GEORGIA BY YEAR
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This material was prepared by the Tanadgoma
medical-psychological information centre.
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Interview with Thomas Hammarberg, Council
of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights
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Thomas Hammarberg is the Council of Europe
Commissioner for Human Rights since April 2006.
Previously he has held positions as Secretary Gen-
eral of Amnesty International, Swedish Save the
Children and the Olof Palme International Center.
As ambassador he advised the Swedish government
on human rights issues. He has also served as the
Special Representative of the UN Secretary General
for Human Rights in Cambodia. Other UN tasks have
included membership in the first UN Committee on
the Rights of the Child. Furthermore, he has acted
as Regional Adviser for Europe, Central Asia and the
Caucasus of the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights. Being a former journalist and teacher he has
published widely on various human rights issues
and continues to write a personal Viewpoint every
fortnight.

ME: Mr. Commissioner, your role is seen as ex-
ceptional within the European LGBT movement
in terms of how courageously you bring up
LGBT issues at the Council of Europe. What has
changed within the Council of Europe that has
enabled you to bring issues up so much more
boldly compared with a few years ago?

TH: As our office is independent, it can more eas-
ily build on and put forward the human rights stan-
dards that are agreed upon in the Council of Eu-
rope, be that the European Convention on Human
Rights or the European Social Charter. It is for me
quite obvious that discrimination based on sexual
orientation or gender identity is unacceptable. It
is sad that it has taken a long time to be seen as
obvious.

ME: How do you think your input can be im-
printed on the Council of Europe’s work? Are
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there signs that Council of Europe is addressing
issues raised by your office in a more systematic
way?

TH: Most crucial in this case is the interpretation
of the European Convention on Human Rights by
the Court in Strasbourg. There are number of posi-
tive rulings and the last one was in relation to the
French case on adoption of a child by an unmar-
ried individual (E.B. v. France). In this case the Court
noted that, whereas the applicant’s aptitude for
bringing up children - which were in the child’s
best interests, a key notion in the relevant inter-
national instruments was not challenged- the do-
mestic authorities, in rejecting the application for
authorisation to adopt, made a distinction based
on considerations regarding her sexual orienta-
tion, a distinction which is not acceptable under
the Convention. That judgment was an important
one. There were a number of other rulings as well
as pending cases. We still need some further deci-
sions by the court that will make absolutely clear
that sexual orientation and gender identity can
never be accepted as grounds for discrimination.
These judgments reinforce the Council of Europe’s
official position. And of course | will continue my
work in this direction until then.

ME: It is a very difficult time for Georgia right
now and this is discussed a lot on the European
level. We feel that social phobias are becoming
more severe in this situation. Do you think that
external threats can be an excuse for undermin-
ing the rights of social minorities? When a coun-
try is at war, is it time for a break in defending
the rights of LGBT people?

TH: In fact, in a situation of crisis with the security
of a nation and in an economic crisis, it is even more
important to continue watching the treatment of
minorities and those who traditionally tend to be
discriminated against. Because in the crisis situa-
tion there is a risk that certain groups of society will
be scapegoated. So | would say the opposite — it is
important to remain on watch both on the national
level as well as by international agencies to ensure
that scapegoating or discrimination does not take
place. Security concerns and economic crisis is not
a justification for discrimination.

ME: The Georgian Ombudsman’s office has
given us certain assurances that it is willing to
cooperate with us, but they always have prob-
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lems bringing the issue to a political level. We
have reported numerous cases of discrimina-
tion against LGBT people but none of them
have been reflected in the ombudsman’s hu-
man rights reports to parliament. Your office
has cooperated with ombudspersons across the
region. What is your observation in this regard
and what is your wish for national human rights
institutions?

TH: It is important that Ombudsmen in all coun-
tries act as an independent watchdog, also over
cases of discrimination and take their positions on
these cases. This is an encouragement that | give
to them when we talk and | will also discuss that
with the Georgian Ombudsman’s staff at one of my
upcoming meetings.

Interview conducted by Paata Sabelashvili
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Interview with Morten Kjaerum, director of
the EU Fundamental Rights Agency
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Mr Kjaerum was director of the Danish Institute for Hu-
man Rights for 17 years. At the same time he was president
of the international network of national human rights orga-
nizations. He also served on the UN Committee on Elimina-
tion of Racial discrimination for six years. He is now director
of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency.

ME: Mr Kjaerum, the EC launched the directive to
prohibit discrimination in EU member states on all
grounds, thus advancing EU protection from discrim-
ination beyond employment. How would you com-
ment on the absence of these measures of protection
from discrimination on all grounds equally?

MK: In the EU, the general provision on discrimination
came with Article 13 of the Treaty of Amsterdam. These
provisions were further developed into the two direc-
tives — about race and employment. If we look at the po-
sition of gays and lesbians, their discrimination is not cov-
ered in the general directive but only in the employment
directive. Everything beyond employment is not covered
by the existing regulations, so the new directive is an at-
tempt to bridge this gap. This directive covers all grounds
of discrimination by eliminating the strange type of hier-
archy between different grounds.

ME: There was ongoing debate about the two
concurrent versions of the directive to be launched.
One was called a horizontal directive. It covered all
grounds of discrimination and the second one only
included disability.

MK: There was a clash between two the different ap-
proaches. The more traditional approach deals with all
types of discrimination such as gender identity or sexual
orientation and other grounds for discrimination sepa-
rately. In this case we do not see them linked. In contrast
with this old school approach, we have a new and pre-
vailing one that seeks to establish links between these
various grounds of discrimination. So this is the approach
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that supports adoption of the horizontal directive.

ME: What is the projection about how member
states will take up this proposal and how they will en-
dorse it in their national legislation?

MK: There are different levels of implementation of
directives. This issue has been addressed by our agency
since its foundation. We are to determine how the mem-
ber states are complying with their obligations and how
this is manifested in their domestic legislation.

ME: Mr. Kjaerum, the EU has become involved in the
peace process between Georgia and Russia. Georgia
very much wants to integrate with European and Eu-
ro-Atlantic institutions. Politicians have been stress-
ing that the resolution of conflicts will determine the
process of Georgia’s integration. Where do human
rights come into this discourse?

MK: Peace is important for development and com-
ing closer to the EU. However, it is an unavoidable step
to implement core EU values, and democratic values in
general. And it is not enough to speak about these values
- implementing them is crucial. And in this context, the
inclusion of minority groups is very important. How these
processes develop essentially determines the grounds for
coming closer to the EU.

Interview conducted by Paata Sabelashvili

MORTEN KIAERUM
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AGENCY
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In terms of legislation, the situation for LGBT people
sharply improved in Western Europe and the USA in the
1990s. Many European countries not only annulled dis-
criminatory legislation, they also passed new laws al-
lowing same-sex partnership, marriage and adoption,
to say nothing of anti-discriminatory legislation. These
changes came about thanks to the battle for equality
that LGBT rights organizations have been waging for
years.

In contrast to European countries and the USA -
where the demand for social and political changes
has come from members of society themselves and the
state merely carries out their will - for countries which
acceded the EU relatively late or still aspire to join, the
changes needed to bring local legislation into line with
EU values are generally implemented on the basis of
Council of Europe recommendations or under pressure
from international organizations. Therefore, in such
cases, the state plays the decisive role in protecting
the rights of minorities and leads the country forward
in this respect. Given this context, the battle for LGBT
rights demands that local organizations pursue differ-
ent strategies and tactics based on their location. How-
ever, the rich experience of civic and political activism
which the LGBT movement has acquired over its short
history is still relevant for organizations wherever they
operate.

Restrictions of space prevent us from completely cov-
ering all aspects of the history of the LGBT movement,
so this article will confine itself mainly to discussing
how the movement developed early on, placing a spe-
cial focus on the USA, where the LGBT movement was
the most diverse and the biggest in scope.

BEGINNINGS OF THE HOMOPHILE MOVE-
MENT

German researcher Magnus Hirschfeld (1868-
1935), one of the founders of the Institute for Sexual
research (Institut fir Sexualwissenschaft), is widely
regarded as a pioneer in the battle for gay rights.
Hirschfeld first touched on gayness as a manifesta-
tion of human sexuality in his 1886 essay “Sappho
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and Socrates”. Together with a group of like-minded
people, he established the Scientific Humanitarian
Committee, the first ever gay rights organization in
world history, in 1887. Aside from its broad scholarly
activity, one of the main aims of the committee was
to achieve the repeal of “Paragraph 175"" . Hirschfeld
published a relevant appeal to the Reichstag in 1897,
though it was accepted for consideration only 25
years later, in 1922. The legislative body then refused
to enter changes into the law.

In spite of this discriminatory provision, the gay commu-
nity in Weimar Germany felt relatively at ease. Information
about gay issues was freely disseminated through the press
and, until the Nazis came to power, Berlin enjoyed the repu-
tation of Europe’s most gay-friendly city. This period was also
significant in terms of the development of a lesbian subcul-
ture.

After suffering defeat in World War |, the German political
spectrum became sharply polarized. The liberals, who did
not have a clear plan for delivering the country from crisis,
were defeated and the Nazis rose to power.

Unfortunately, Germany was not the only country where
totalitarian ideology won out. Totalitarianism’s traditionally
hostile attitude towards those who are “different” had a dev-
astating and tragic impact on many people. Oppression and
persecution of LGBT people reached unprecedented levels
in Germany and the Soviet Union.? By the end of World War
I, homosexuals were one of the most repressed and vulner-
able social groups in Europe.

FROM WORLD WAR I TO STONEWALL

The post-World War Il period is widely regarded as
the beginning of a new era in the political and legal
modernization of Western civilization. Civilized soci-
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Diana Davies, march on Times Square, New York City, 1969
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ety had learned firsthand what anti-liberalism has in
store for the world. The human rights outlined in the
UN Charter, the dignity and worth of the individual,
the notion of equal rights for men and women and
equality between large and small nations laid the
foundation for a new world order.

The gay and lesbian liberation movement, which
began in Europe and the USA after World War I, con-
tained several different schools of thought since its
inception. First and foremost, it was a movement for
sexual freedom, for the right to be different; and sec-
ondly, it was a political movement to get LGBT peo-
ple to view themselves as a social minority and fight
for equal rights. Third, it was an ideological move-
ment focused on changing the existing principles
and social-moral values on which society is based.

Almost immediately after the World War Il, in 1946,
the Dutch organization COC Netherlands is formed
to be the oldest active organization until now. Be-
sides contributing to the emancipation of the soci-
ety, one of its goals was to provide for the organiza-
tion of safe leisure activities for gays and lesbians,
that itself was a problematic issue back then. In 1950,
Swedish organization is established as well (Swedish
Federation for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgen-
der Rights, RFSL).

Though the movement was international, it gained
particular steam in America, the richest and most
culturally diverse country in the West, where there
was a long tradition of fighting for the rights of cul-
tural and religious minorities.

BEFORE STONEWALL

Postwar America became an arena for several power-
ful democratic movements - the fight for the civil rights
of African-Americans, the women’s movement, the anti-
war movement and the student movement. This, coupled
with the findings of Alfred Kinsey’s research into human
sexuality, allowed gays and lesbians to view their situa-
tion from a different angle and encouraged them to fight
for their rights. The first US homophile organization, the
Mattachine Society, was formed in the 1950s. The founder
and leader of the group, Harry Hay - who was also a mem-
ber of the US Communist Party — initially tried to link the
sexual liberation movement with the Marxist ideals of the
workers’ movement. But his efforts to this end failed and
a few years later, the Mattachine Society shifted its focus
towards the total assimilation of gays and lesbians into so-
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ciety “with due consideration to the support and preser-
vation of all American values”. As a result, the movement
gained a more respectable image in the eyes of the mid-
dle class, though at the same time it lost its momentum.

Formally, the Mattachine Society included lesbians as
well, though gay men predominated. Lesbians justifiably
thought that such an organization would either not suf-
ficiently take their interests into account or fail to do so.
In 1955, Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon founded the first les-
bian organization in America, the Daughters of Bilitis. Like
the Mattachine Society, the organization was of an overall
leftist nature.

In the 1960s, as liberal movements across the board
were gaining strength, the battle for the rights of gays
and lesbians became more radical. Mattachine’s new lead-
er, Frank Kemeny, maintained that the movement should
not politely ask society to take a kinder view, but rather
fight for civil rights alongside other minorities. This radi-
calism later led to a schism in the homophile movement.

Liberal leaders who tried to convince society of their
own inoffensiveness found themselves marginalized and
they gradually became irrelevant as newer leaders en-

©N36S @IINLN, CITMBLBAMILNY, XMAMAX 353N6dSMBENL bNCN, 6NT NMAMJN, 1973 ECNL 3sNLN
Diana Davies, George Washington Bridge demonstration demonstration, New York, 1973 May
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gaged in more radical activism. They regularly held rallies
and protest demonstrations and did not avoid clashing
with police. By the late 1960s, the gay and lesbian move-
ment in large cities had largely merged with hippy and
beatnik movements, which helped it expand even further.

The Stonewall riots of 1969 were a watershed of sorts
for the gay rights movement, particularly in terms of
the switch from gentle to radical tactics.? The rebellion
showed gays and lesbians that they have power, but also
illustrated the need for better organization and coordina-
tion in order to achieve real change.

AFTER STONEWALL*

In 1969, shortly after the Stonewall riots, New York LGBT
activists founded a new political organization, the Gay Lib-
eration Front (GLF), which chose a more radical path than
some of its predecessors. Soon, local branches of the GLF
sprang up across the USA, Canada, the UK and Australia.
From its inception, the GLF sought to forge alliances with
other groups that are subjected to discrimination which
likewise pursued radical tactics. A few years later, how-
ever, the GLF disbanded due to internal bickering. Some
members of the GLF then formed a new organization, the
Gay Activists Alliance, which focused exclusively on gay
rights. The GAA brought together the experiences of dif-
ferent facets of the gay movement and focused equally
on get-out-the-vote campaigns and lobbying.

The GLF and GAA pursued differing and contradictory
strategies. GLF members believed that it was necessary to
fight for equal rights for LGBT people, though they found
itinadmissible to avoid tackling other forms of discrimina-
tion like racism and sexism.

Among the critics of the organization were lesbian
feminists (such as Charlotte Bunch, Rita Mae Brown and
Adrienne Rich), who not only demanded the full involve-

N6 @IINLN Time-Life Building-Nk 3N3IBNAIBNLIL, 6NT NMALN, 1969

Diana Davies picketing at the Time-Life Building, New York, 1969
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ment of women in the movement, but also elaborated
their own political theory according to which the patri-
archal system, colonialism and capitalism were viewed as
the basis for sexism and homophobia.’

The gay movement reached a new level and presented
new demands. In 1973 the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force (NGLTF) was founded. Its chief aims were to elimi-
nate discrimination at all levels and get homosexuality
removed from the American Psychological Association’s
list of psychological pathologies . They were the first to
draw attention to hate crimes based on sexual orientation
and began documenting cases. Together with the Hu-
man Rights Campaign (HRC) , the NGLTF remains among
the most respectable and influential organizations of the
American political establishment. The organization man-
aged to create a network of LGBT activist groups through-
out the country.

With the aim of actively engaging in politics, they
elaborated special voter outreach programmes. The
group helped openly gay candidates with their cam-
paigns and sought to establish alliances with other
politicians. By the early 1980s, the Democratic Party’s
platform was already calling for anti-discrimination
legislation on the basis of sexual orientation.

In 1992, Bill Clinton was the first presidential candi-
date to publicly acknowledge importance of the LGBT
community as a voting bloc. He failed, however, to fully
follow through on his campaign promise to repeal the
discriminatory law that prohibits gays and lesbians from
serving in the US armed forces. In 1994, Congress reached
agreement on a policy known as “Don't ask, don't tell”’, a
compromise variant that LGBT voters found unsatisfying.
During the last presidential campaign, candidate Hillary
Clinton had to give uncomfortable explanations for the
move a number of times.

So far, Barack Obama’s campaign promises have been
backed up by his political career and his image as “the
most liberal democrat”. The elimination of discrimination
against LGBT people and their integration into society —
issues Obama frequently raised during the campaign -
have been listed among the top civil rights priorities on
his agenda, as posted on the White House website.?

In the West today the LGBT community is an important
social and political force. They effectively use advocacy and
lobby their interests. Groups tasked with working on this is-
sue have been set up in a number of countries’ parliaments
and the number of openly gay politicians has incased across
the board. Nevertheless, the frequency of hate crimes and
the persistence of homophobia continue to remind us that
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NOTES

1."“Paragraph 175, which envisaged punishment for male homosexual relations, was entered into the German Criminal Code in 1871. In 1935, the new wording of
the provision envisaged punishment not only for anal sex (as was the case before), but also for kissing and mutual masturbation. The law existed in this form in West
Germany until 1969 and in East Germany until 1968. The final decision to eliminate the provision altogether was taken only in 1994, after the German reunification.
2. The topic of persecution of homosexuals under totalitarian regimes has been the focus of several articles in past issues of our magazine. (#5,8)

3.See Me (#1,5)

4.The Stonewall riots and the subsequent intensified activities of the LGBT movement in the USA found resonance in Europe as well. The International Lesbian and
Gay Association was (ILGA) founded in 1978. It currently brings together over 670 organizations worldwide.
5.1n 1973, the APA finally did remove homosexuality from the list of psychiatric ailments.
6. The Human Rights Campaign was formed in 1980 in order to provide support to pro-gay congressional candidates. The organization lobbies bills that facilitate
the improvement of LGBT people’s legal situation and protection from discrimination. In addition to financing gay-friendly candidates’election campaigns, the orga-
nization works actively on mobilizing activists to get out the vote. HRC monitors statements and voting records of politicians and public figures and issues a rating
gauging their support for gay interests. This rating helps voters make their choice. Senator Barack Obama’s rating for 2006 was 86 on a scale of 100. HRC also writes
and sends collective letters to legislators.

7. Under the policy, army personnel are prohibited from openly discussing their homosexual orientation while, on the other hand, the military leadership does not
have the rights to ask servicemen about their orientation.
8. http://www.whitehouse.gov/agenda/civil_rights
9. Peter Rehberg. Homophobie ist machbar. http://www.freitag.de/2007/26/07261101.php
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The justified outrage that part of society felt over the
article “Failed discussion”, which highlighted xenopho-
bic remarks by the deputy director-general of the Public
Broadcaster and was published in the December issue
of Tskheli Shokoladi (Hot Chocolate) magazine, has
been largely overshadowed by the scandal surround-
ing the channel’s “10 Greatest Georgians” programme.
Sadly, it emerged that there is a rather small number of
people who, alongside valuing the importance of free-
dom of expression, also appreciate the dangers posed
by officials and politicians who speak in the language
of hate. Lela Gaprindashvili’s article, which relates to
this matter, was first published in Solidarity magazine’s
February 2009 issue. | think the article will be of interest
for readers of our magazine.

They say the parliament distributed turkeys to
1,000 Georgian intellectuals as a present for New
Year's and gave priests jeeps before the last election.

| was not surprised that the government would
make such a gesture, but the behaviour of the re-
cipients plunged me into despair. The only thing that
gave me comfort was the fact that | was in no danger
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of receiving such gifts. And if anyone ever counts me
among the “chosen” and pays tribute to me in such a
way, let them know | will make them wish they were
never born!

While those elite turkeys were boiling in the pots
of the “best part of the nation”, the Public Broadcast-
er's general producer and deputy director-general,
Giorgi Chanturia, was preparing a special gift for
us: phrases “full of love and sympathy for Georgian
citizens” in which he refers to disabled persons as
“cripples” and homosexuals as “pederasts”. It seems
that this young man thinks that tolerance means
simply shouts of friendliness and brotherliness and
that “revitalizing” public TV means staffing it with
little boys and girls. He's convinced that adding “life”
to the channel means employing only young people
and “killing” the rest, especially older women in order
to breath “life” into the island of youth that is the TV
station. “This TV station is alive. Our main task was to
kill the old woman that the station was associated
with,” he said in the interview.

Yet no-one from the government expressed pro-
test over this official’s xenophobia. Some members
of society were up in arms, but they only said things
in private and failed to organize!

The channel’'s management was quick to justify
this comment, saying: we did a study and found that
the majority of respondents compared the Public
Broadcaster to an old woman.

Well, how about that! The public told you that the
station was like an old woman - they didn't tell you
to kill the old woman!

Perhaps the public didn’t like the “women’s cloth-
ing”, i.e. the equipment and studios? Perhaps they
were referring to the lack of programming that re-
flects modern cultural, social and political life, which
is why the channel’s shows have come to resemble a
tired and worn-out old fairytale told over and over by
grandmothers.

Had they thought about these issues, they would
have realized that in order to create something “new”,
one shouldn’t “kill” what is old, rather one should de-
pict the coexistence of both extremes. In such case,
the TV will not become a patriarchy twinned with so-
cialism, but rather real life, where the socially weak
and the strong, various ethnic and religious groups,
cultural and political groupings live alongside each
other. This is interesting and it increases the level of
tolerance in society; yet this is apparently not a prior-
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ity for the Public Broadcaster, according to Chanturia.

I should admit here that the first thing that came to
mind when | read Giorgi Chanturia’s comments was
his own grandmother, famed academician Ketevan
Lomtatidze, who authored numerous unique works
on the Abkhaz-Abaza-Adyghe languages. At a time
when many Georgian researchers, politicians and
other public figures were publishing works that be-
littled and insulted the Abkhaz, Ms Lomtatidze was
speaking about the need to preserve the Abkhaz and
Abaza identities and about the common bonds of
the peoples of the Caucasus. The Georgian-Abkhaz
dictionary she edited in 2003 was a work of unique
importance.

This was why the Abkhaz especially loved her and
would often ask her “XaH Tabakoy?” - “where is our
mother?”

Had someone thought of this esteemed linguist
and involved her in the peace-building process or
prepared a TV film on her contributions, who knows,
perhaps we could have avoided the old war and the
new war?! Lomtatidze died on 22 September 2007 at
the age of 96.

To do something, you first need knowledge, then a
sensitivity to social problems and then empathy for
human beings. The deficit in these areas in the Geor-
gian media business is truly profound.

And now, most importantly, a story that has taught
me a lot and which |, like a grandmother to a grand-
child, will tell to the general producer of the Public
Broadcaster.

VERBA MAGISTRA

There was a geologist who lived on our street who
liked to teach us kids lessons and tell us how to live.
As soon as he caught sight of us together, he would
immediately launch into a didactic lecture, at the
end of which he would raise his arms to the sky and
say: “verba magistra!” (“the word of the teacher”).

In summers, the “master’s” nephew would come to
visit. He was a young, arrogant and tall boy. He would
watch us girls playing “school” from afar with a con-
descending smile. Then he would take a seat on the
fence and let out deafening whistles.

He always failed to arouse our attention, though. | prob-
ably never would have met him were in not for one oc-
casion: One time, on our bumpy cobbled street - where
if you didn't carefully watch your step, you could easily
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break your neck - an older woman fell down and lay un-
conscious for several minutes and | rushed to help her. As
soon as she came to, she gave me a look of thanks, nod-
ded her head and went on her way.

When it was over, | saw Temo sitting on the fence.
He had a strange smile on his face and was waving
his legs. He didn’t even move. | should go up to him
and push him off, | thought to myself. But then he
suddenly called out to me in Russian:

“Have you read Agatha Christie?”

I hadn’t, so | shook my head. He had a good laugh
about it and said:

“I should have known, after all, you can't read Rus-
sian, can you?”

I was so mad | couldn’t speak for a minute, but then
I managed to name several stories which | had read
in Russian.

“Oh, those are all Russians! I'm talking about for-
eign authors. | would lend you some, but | didn't
bring them with me. I'll bring some next year.”

| thanked him and then | asked him how well he
knew Georgian. He told me he had been studying
for three years and that he was already writing short
stories in Georgian. He said he’d lend me some of his
work. | gladly said yes.

The next day, he brought me a 48-page notebook.
On the cover was a drawing of a woman with red
lipstick and an inscription with big letters: “To kill a
songbird” | began reading enthusiastically. The story
was 40-45 pages long, written in big, crooked let-
ters. It was mostly written in pencil, with corrections
in red pen interspersed. These red corrections were
written so carefully and beautifully, that when 1 fin-
ished reading, | copied them with great enthusiasm
and often used them to impress my peers.

SOME OF THEM WERE:

“You won't be able to understand a person unless
you look at things from their viewpoint for a while.
You have to crawl into their skin and walk around. If
you can master this, you will have no problems deal-
ing with people who are different from you..."

“What is compromise? It's when people make con-
cessions to each other and reach agreement.”

“Never refer to black people as ‘negroes’!”

“A white woman kissed a black man and tempted
him, thus violating the existing moral code. Her de-
sire won out over the law. Now she has to get rid of
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Scene from To Kill a Mockingbird movie
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the only witness to her shame, Tom Tailor. The public
agrees with her, because they see all black people as
liars and immoral. But this applies not only to one
race, but to all of humanity equally?! Who among us
hasn’t lied or behaved wrongly?!”

“A man whom we kids had been calling a ‘monster’,
saved the lives of me and Jimmy... All people are
good if you really get to know them...”

| was so impressed that | became friends with
Temo. | would constantly look over to his yard. | was
a bit of a night owl, and when | looked over and saw
his attic lit up at night, | would think to myself: “I bet
he’s writing a story right now.” But when | asked him
about it, he disappointed: we just leave the light
on up there. He blushed in an odd way and sharply
turned his head to the side.

One month later, Temo’s yard was full of people.
The neighbours said that “master’s” mother, Keke,
had passed away. | was flabbergasted! | had never
seen another person with Temo and his uncle.

There were countless old women at the funeral.
| learned that Keke had been a Russian teacher, a
holder of the title “Meritorious Pedagogue of the Re-
public”.

From the funeral gossip, | also learned that it was
her who had been living in the attic: until the very
end, she was able and continued to read and trans-
late stories into Georgian for her grandchild. When
they took away the coffin, | took a peak at the body
and saw that it was the woman I'd helped get up off
the street.

It wasn't hard to realize at that point that the story
the neighbour boy had claimed was his own had in
fact been written by the “attic bird”. But later, in 1986,
when | finally read Harper Lee's “To Kill a Mocking-
bird”in Georgian, | realized that what | had read back
then was Grandma Keke's own improvised transla-
tion of the book from Russian.

Once again, | got mad because of that old wom-
an, whose intelligence and talent | have to thank for
sharing with me the ideas contained in that immortal
tome: don't oppress those who are weaker than you
or different from you. Don’t kill the mockingbird, a
bird which does not bother crops and doesn’t steal
grain from farmers; it just delights us with its song
and flies about freely!

| quickly searched for my notebook. | was read-
ing Harper Lee’s ideas for the umpteenth time and
| felt my heart weighed down by an indeterminate
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sorrow — probably because of Grandma Keke. How
she tried to teach her grandchild to feel sympathy!
She was wrong! Love cannot be learnt, it is a talent
that you either have or you don't. If her attempt bore
fruit, Temo would not leave his caring grandmother
alone in the attic; and, as an author and teacher, he
would never “kill” her. Just imagine how a person like
this would treat birds.

HELICHRYSUM, A.K.A.“THE IMMORTAL ONE”

Nature has never been a source of inspiration for
me. | have found its richness and vastness more scary
and sorrowful than joy-inspiring. My interest was in
people and animals; | would focus on their character,
identifying and sympathizing with them. That's why
my relative Meki loved me like crazy. He had been
abandoned by his mother and was being raised by
his father and stepmother. In the summer, he would
stay with us other kids at my mother’s family home
for a week or two. Early in the morning, he would run
out into the forest. He would gather bunches of flow-
ers, leaves and roots and then arrange them in the
sunny part of the corridor at the house. He would
warn us: “Don’t touch them, don’t bother them, or
else my herbarium will be ruined!” He was obsessed
with plants. He wrote poems to plants, and only to
plants. | remember one of them was entitled, Fragar-
ia ananassa.

He would come up to a bunch of us children gath-
ered under a pear tree and ask, for example, “Do you
know what Helichrysum means?”

As soon as we shook our heads, indicating that
we didn’t know, he would start enthusiastically tell-
ing us about the flower’s pistil, petals, pollen, leaves,
roots and lifespan. His fascination made him sick, so
he needed people to hear him talking about as his
medicine.

Once, my grandmother interrupted him while he
was talking about the earth:

“What are you talking about?! If the earth were
rotating, how is it that I've never once ended up in
Moscow?”

“Ha, ha, ha! The earth doesn’t revolve around you,
it rotates on its own axis,” Meki answered my grand-
mother, who was taken aback.

Summer after summer, there would be more and
more herbariums. But then a horrible thing hap-
pened: Meki’'s stepmother burned the collection that
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he had taken such pains to collect and arrange. She
then tore up all his poems. A boy has no business
writing such nonsense, she thought.

Meki fell into a depression. He stopped going to
school and wouldn’t even set foot outside the house.
Slowly, he came to his senses. In the meantime, | fin-
ished school and entered university. Then, once, he
called me up out of the blue and paid a visit.

“I left home. | couldn’t deal with that witch any
longer. My stepmother told me it was time for me to
marry. And she was going to fix me up with her cous-
in. I'm not going to leave all this property | worked
so hard to get to some stranger; I'd rather have one
of my own enjoy it, she said. | told her that that girl
would also be my relative and when | said this, she
went crazy. You're no relative of mine!” she said.

He was so traumatized and insulted that | barely
managed to calm him down. He left late at night. He
stood in the doorway and said: “l swear, though, |
don’t hate her. | feel sorry for her!”

At that moment, | didn't believe this charitable
statement. | thought he would say that he hated
women (because of his mother and stepmother), but
now | realize that he was right, because that boy was
only capable of love and he was being punished for
precisely this trait. The next day, | tried to call his fa-
ther, but “she” answered the phone. | asked for Meki,
pretending | didn’t know anything.

“You're quite the liar, you! Am | to believe that he
didn’t come to see you and tell you everything? That
rat! He smashed everything here, even the “Madon-
na,” she said and slammed the phone down.

| thought to myself that she would come right then
and take out her frustrations against him on me. But
the Lord above and the Virgin Mary protected me.

To the general producer of the Public Broadcaster,
Meki is a pederast, to his stepmother, he is a scoun-
drel. But to me he is a bachelor with a great spiritual
understanding of plants, Helichrysum, the immortal
one in other words.

EPILOGUE

While we're here fighting against the xenophobia of
public officials, the author of “To Kill a Mockingbird”,
Harper Lee, is in the USA, 82 years old and confined
to a wheelchair. According to Giorgi Chanturia, she
is a “crippled old lady”. But no-one has forgotten her,
neither the state nor the public. In 2007 she was be-
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stowed with the US Presidential Medal of Peace and in
2008 she was named a honorary member of the Ala-
bama Lawyers’ Association. TV documentaries about
her have shown this learned woman speaking intelli-
gently about the recognition and praise that her 1960
book and the Robert Milligan film based on it have
received. She said one of the most significant things
anyone has ever said to her was when an African-
American woman came up to her and said: “l read your
book when | was 14 and it changed my life!”

Indeed, books like “To Kill a Mockingbird” and peo-
ple like Harper Lee can influence other people’s views
and change their lives, make them more humane and
tolerant. When Chanturia’s selected showman says
things like “My neighbour Vanya Petrov was a great
guy”, it's a simplified notion of “brotherhood and un-
derstanding’, it's not tolerance!

Lela Gaprindashvili

Magazine “Solidaroba” #1(28)2009
(Magazine published by the Office of Public
Defender of Georgia)
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Such is the title of a scandalous and Oscar winner
film shot by French director Bertrand Blier in 1978
which was named best foreign language film that
year. Blier's main competition was the Soviet film
“White Bim, black ear”. The director of the film we
will discuss below was neither French nor a native of
a Soviet Socialist environment, though he did revive
the era of American history when “all were equal but
some were more equal”.

Since the 1990s, American director Gus Van Sant,
author of films such as “Elephant”, “Paranoid Park”
and “Last Days”, turned his attention to the legend-
ary San Francisco city councilman Harvey Milk, com-
pleting the project in 2008. Van Sant’s latest work is
called simply “Milk”. It was nominated for a best pic-
ture Oscar this year. Sean Penn was also nominated
for best male actor and was awarded a deserved Os-
car.

The fact that a gay-themed film is competing for an
Oscar is nothing new, but the appearance of “Milk” at
roughly the same time as the new president’s inau-
guration is a special event. “l need change” is a line
we hear several times from the film’s main character,
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Harvey Milk Winning 1977 San Francisco City Council Elections
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HARVEY MILK
SUPERVISOR
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one of the first openly gay people to hold elected
office in United States history. His words will doubt-
less remind viewers of the main campaign slogan of
Barack Obama, at whose inauguration on 20 January
a gay priest said a prayer before 4m people gathered
on the Washington Mall.

In the 1970s, the situation in the United States was
completely different. In many circles, homosexuality
was often considered to be a psychological deviation
and a sickness. The trail blazed by Harvey Milk end-
ed when he and then San Francisco Mayor George
Moscone were murdered. Gus Van Sant’s film focuses
on the last eight years of the gay and political activ-
ist’s life.

Another Van Sant biopic, “Last Days’, also focused on
the end period of Kurt Cobain’s life. People about to die
(or about to commit murder or suicide) can be said to be
a recurring theme in the director’s work. In his films, Van
Sant explores what leads a person to make a fatal decision
and to what extent they comprehend the fatal nature of
the consequences of their actions.

Harvey Milk became a social and political activist
after he reached the age of 40 and moved from New
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York to San Francisco, where he settled in the tradi-
tionally working class Irish Catholic neighbourhood
of Castro. This was in the 1970s, after the “summer of
love” and after the age of “flower children’s” domina-
tion of the city.

Director Van Sant took pains to recreate the San
Francisco of the 1970s. He extensively researched the
styles of the area and employed a team of decora-
tors; he was helped significantly in this endeavour
by lead actor Sean Penn. The film tells in detail the
story of how the legendary Castro Street became the
epicentre of San Francisco’s transformation. Milk’s
decision to open his camera store “Castro Camera”
contributed greatly to the neighbourhood’s evolu-
tion into an LGBT neighbourhood.

Since he moved to San Francisco, Harvey Milk was
a fighter. Both as shop owner and later as a candidate
for city council, he never hid his homosexuality. His
uncompromising nature lead him to broach the issue
not gently and carefully, but with total directness.

His battle to change the situation and improve so-
cietal attitudes towards gays was long and tiring. Van
Sant portrays the dramatic path that Milk traversed
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in such a way that the viewer doesn’t get bored in
any scene. He does not present Harvey Milk as only
a politician or gay activist; he also explores the trials
and tribulations of Milk’s love life, which make the
film more dramatic without adding unneeded senti-
ment.

In general, Van Sant does not manipulate the
feelings of the characters and the audience, as so
often happens in gay-themed films. His work is nei-
ther melodrama, nor propaganda, nor an epicurean
canvas for mythical personalities who fight for gay
rights.

While the beginning of the film, Milk is enthusiastic
and idealistic, later on things become more complicated
and tense. Together with the development of the plot,
the visual aspect also evolves throughout the course
of the film. There is more and more movement and the
sense of ecstasy becomes stronger. More and more
people crowd the screen; through the juxtaposition of
smaller and larger groups, the director and the editor set
the stage for a monumental and exciting finish.

The scene in which waves and waves of people
shaken by Milk’s death pour through the street in
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waves is executed in strict adherence with the best
cinematographic traditions.

Milk is the third film Van Sant has shot with cin-
ematographer Harris Savides.

Music from Giacomo Puccini opera “Tosca” adds
additional force to the tragic nature of Penn’s Milk
character. It traces the loss of love, the finding of a
new one and, at the end - while watching a perfor-
mance of “Tosca” - rediscovering oneself and being
reborn while unconsciously anticipating death.

Gus Van Sant is well familiar with the history of Eu-
ropean cinema, but his references to film greats of
yesteryear are subtle and made to fit the reality in
which characters dwell. At times he uses the comedic
pie-throwing used since the early films of Mack Sen-
nett while elsewhere he follows Luchino Visconti’s
habit of having his characters live out an opera in
their own personal lives.

Van Sant takes a humorous approach, just like Har-
vey Milk did in his political career. The director makes
an obvious reference to Tosca's fall from the tower
and the appearance of soldiers onstage in setting the
stage for Milk’s murder.
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Sean Penn once again proves that he is a good ac-
tor. Penn was likely chosen for the role in part be-
cause of his radical political and social views (he has
been a vocal critic of the Iraq war and virulently anti-
Bush). Sean Penn - who is exactly the same age as
Milk was when he died, 48 - studied in detail all the
aspects of the late San Francisco city councilman’s
life, watching documentaries and studying archive
materials.

Milk, originally a New York hippy, gradually
evolved into a San Francisco rebel who during his
third election campaign changed his image and
donned a respectable suit in order to win over vot-
ers. “Presentability” became an inseparable part of
Milk’s campaigns and political activism. He would
never take the lift to the city hall chamber, instead
choosing the pompous marble staircase; this wasn't
an attempt to get physical exercise, but rather to un-
derscore the fact that a gay activist was on the city
council, one who needed to make a “grand entrance”.

The stories told in this biopic serve as a textbook
for waging the battle against homophobia. In the film,
Milk’s struggle has elements of both play and obsession.
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Yet the activities of the main character and those
like him add up to not just a battle for gay rights.
They sought to protect not only themselves, but also
other citizens, fighting for better living conditions
for all. In addition to sexual minorities, Milk was an
advocate for the interests of women, the elderly and
people with special needs.

There is one episode in the film in which Milk, short-
ly after his arrival in San Francisco, and his boyfriend
meet a neighbour. The neighbour shakes hands with
the gay couple and then takes a handkerchief out of his
pocket and wipes his hands. He reminds the two thatin
addition to the laws of man, people must also uphold
the supreme laws of God and goes away.

Harvey Milk proved to Americans that they have
the ability to fight to protect the constitution, the
highest law of the land, and that this fight will even-
tually yield results.

So, get out your handkerchiefs.

Nino Dzandzava



dbo (™ 6Nd6JdN
NEW BOOKS

gmMb 063 bogal dodmommggs > Mgbm@mb-(396@Mn sbomo Bogbgdno dgagbim. dgasblgbgdm, Hm8 dnd-
mommg30m baMagdmmds dgmdmosm Mmam(z LEMEIbEOLS s 833mmg3aMgdl, by bbgs snb@gMgbgdmem
30M93bs(3. d0dmomomg3adn sMbgdmmo modgmad Mol bEmmo Rsdmbsmgsmn dgandmosam abommmo gmbe
063 dagol 398-a39Mdg3: Www.inclusive-foundation.org

New books are available in the library and resource centre of Inclusive Foundation. Students, researchers and
other insterested persons are entitled to access library. Complete list of available resources is available on
Foundation'’s website www.inclusive-foundation.org

- Vito Russo, The Celluloid Closet: Homosexuality in the Movies

- Ellen Lewin, Out in Theory: The Emergence of Lesbian and Gay Anthropology

- Steven Seidman, The Social Construction of Sexuality (Contemporary Societies)

- Diana Fuss, Inside/Out: Lesbian Theories, Gay Theories

+ Henry Abelove, The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader

- Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Epistemology of the Closet

- Rachel Adams, The Masculinity Studies Reader (KeyWorks in Cultural Studies)

- Robert J. Corber, Queer Studies: An Interdiciplinary Reader

« Rosalind Gill, Gender and the Media

- Ski Hunter, Coming Out and Disclosures: Lgbt Persons Across the Life Span

- Brett Beemyn, Queer Studies: A Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Anthology

- Kevin G. Barnhurst, Media Q, Media/Queered: Visibility and Its Discontents (Media Q) Kevin G. Barnhurst

- Eve Sedgwick, Tendencies (Series Q)

« John Hepworth, Out in Culture: Gay, Lesbian and Queer Essays on Popular Culture (Series Q)

- Patricia Forni Dean, Homosexuality and the Family (Research on Homosexuality Series)
(Research on Homosexuality Series)

+ Michelle Wolf, Gay People Sex and the Media (Research on Homosexuality Series)
(Research on Homosexuality Series)

- lain Morland, Queer Theory (Readers in Cultural Criticism)

- Thomas Peele, Queer Popular Culture: Literature, Media, Film, and Television

- Steven Seidman, Queer Theory Sociology (Twentieth Century Social Theory)

- Whitney Davis, Gay and Lesbian Studies in Art History (Research on Homosexuality)
(Research on Homosexuality)

- Karen E. Lovaas, LGBT Studies and Queer Theory: New Conflicts, Collaborations, and Contested Terrain
(Journal of Homosexuality)

- William Meezan, Research Methods With Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Populations (Journal of Gay
& Lesbian Social Services, 3/4) (Journal of Gay & Lesbian Social Services, 3/4)

- Alan L Ellis, The Harvey Milk Institute Guide to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Internet Research
(Haworth Gay & Lesbian Studies) (Haworth Gay & Lesbian Studies)

- Sheila Jeffreys, The Lesbian Heresy
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