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seqsualoba, orientacia da genderuli rolebi

SEXUALITY, ORIENTATION AND GENDER ROLES
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zogma ibrZola 
ganqorwinebis uflebisaTvis, 
Cven qorwinebis 
uflebisaTvis vibrZviT!

SOME HAVE FOUGHT 
FOR THE RIGHT TO DIVORCE, 
WE WILL FIGHT 
FOR THE RIGHT TO MARRY!
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Tbilisi, wereTlis gamz.140
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miuxedavad adamianis uflebaTa sayovelTao deklaraciaSi gacxadebuli principebisa, kacobriobam 

dRemde ver SeZlo gaTavisuflebuliyo winaswarganwyobebis, fobiebisa da negatiuri stereotipebisagan. 

XX saukunis pirveli naxevris mZime gamocdilebis miuxedavad, sazogadoebis garkveuli nawili dRemde 

cdilobs sxvadasxva argumentebiT gaamarTlos da axsnas diskriminaciuli damokidebuleba lgbt jgu-

fis mimarT. msoflios bevr qveyanaSi homoseqsualuri urTierTobebi dRemde kriminalizebulia. im 

qveynebSic ki, sadac kanonmdebloba diskriminaciuli araa, lgbt adamianebis uflebrivi mdgomareobis 

TvalsazrisiT situacia naklebad damakmayofilebelia. 

saqarTvelos konstituciis Tanaxmad `yvela adamiani dabadebiT Tavisufalia da kanonis winaSe Tanas-

woria ganurCevlad rasisa, kanis ferisa, enisa, sqesisa, religiisa, politikuri da sxva Sexedulebebisa, 

erovnuli, eTnikuri da socialuri kuTvnilebisa, warmoSobisa, qonebrivi da wodebrivi mdgomareobisa, 

sacxovrebeli adgilisa~; sisxlis samarTlis axali kodeqsi iTvaliswinebs sasjels zogadad moqalaqeTa 

Tanasworuflebianobis darRvevisaTvis. Tumca, diskriminaciis mizezTa CamonaTvali araa amomwuravi da 

masSi araa miTiTebuli diskriminacia seqsualuri orientaciis da/an genderuli identobis gamo. aseve, 

ar arsebobs specialuri kanoni, an muxli sisxlis samarTlis kodeqsSi, romelic daaregulirebda seq-

sualuri orientaciis safuZvelze arsebul diskriminacias. specialuri antidiskriminaciuli kanonisa 

da Sesabamisi dacviTi meqanizmebis ararsebobis pirobebSi ki lgbt adamianebi yoveldRiur cxovrebaSi 

uamrav problemas awydebian.

Jurnal `mes~ meaTe nomris mTavari Tema lgbt uflebebia. tradiciuli rubrikebisa da lgbt moZrao-

bis istoriaSi mcire eqskursis garda, SemogTavazebT sxvadasxva sferoSi lgbt uflebebis Tvalsaz-

risiT arsebuli situaciis analizs saqarTvelosa da sazRvargareT.

Even after the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, humankind has nonetheless failed to liberate 
itself from prejudices, phobias and stereotypes. 

Despite the bitter experiences of the first half of the 20th century, part of society uses various arguments to justify and 
explain their discriminatory attitudes towards LGBT people. 

Homosexual behaviour remains a crime in many countries of the world. Even in countries where the legislation is not 
discriminatory, the situation concerning LGBT people’s rights is far from satisfactory. 

Under the Georgian Constitution, “All people are free by birth and equal before the law irrespective of race, skin colour, 
language, sex, religion, political or other views, national, ethnic or social affiliation, origin, property or title status, or place 
of residence.” The new criminal code envisages punishment for any violation of the equal rights of citizens. 

But this is not an exhaustive list of grounds of discrimination: the law does not include a provision on discrimination 
based on sexual orientation and/or gender identity. 

Likewise, there is no law or article in the criminal code that would outlaw discrimination on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion. 

And given the lack of special antidiscrimination laws and relevant protection mechanisms, LGBT people face numerous 
problems in their everyday lives. 

The main focus of “Me” magazine’s tenth issue is LGBT rights. In addition to our traditional features and short sketches 
about the history of the LGBT rights movement, we will provide analysis of the existing LGBT rights situation in Georgia 
and elsewhere. 

redaqtorisgan

EDITORIAL



Hate speech

The 12 January (No 747) issue of the Asaval-
Dasavali weekly newspaper featured an article 

by journalist Jaba Khubua headlined “Caution, Geor-
gians, don’t take this magazine home “, which dealt 
with the seventh issue of Me magazine. The “jour-
nalist” links the high graphic quality of our publica-
tion to the “conspirational plans” of our “omnipotent 
overseers”. Yet Khubua only discusses the News sec-
tion of the magazine and makes no comment on 
the rest of its content. In his piece, he deliberately 
uses unethical and inappropriate language. The ar-
ticle was published in the “Devil be gone!” section 
of Asaval-Dasavali. The author uses a fragment of 
Georgian Orthodox Patriarch Ilia II’s 2009 Christmas 
Epistle for an epilogue: “Some people speak about 
this or that ‘passion’, saying it is part of human na-
ture and we should not fight against it. And we of-
ten hear the word ‘passion’ in a positive context in 
our society. The idea that, for example, fornication, 
lying, judging, ambition, pride and even homosexu-
ality are characteristics of human nature and there 
is nothing wrong with them is being entrenched in 
our society through TV and the press. But it is a lie!”

Virtual community

Since the Inclusive Foundation helped launch 
the Georgian-language LGBT online resources 

gay.ge (now in a revamped version) and lesbi.ge, 
another 10 or so blogs have increased the Geor-
gian LGBT presence on the internet. The blogs 
explore different issues, but all touch on gay 
themes. Proceeding from the Inclusive Founda-
tion’s existing strategy, the foundation is not di-
rectly involved in these activities, though it does 
welcome the appearance of gay bloggers and ex-
presses readiness to support them. 

Media

The Tskheli Shokoladi (Hot Chocolate) magazine 
published an article headlined “Equality - A Dutch 

Fairytale”. Half of the article dealt with LGBT life and 
activism in Amsterdam. The author of the article dis-
cusses the history of COC Netherlands (which is In-

siZulvilis ena

gazeT `asaval-dasavalis~ 2009 wlis II (747) 

nomerSi gamoqveynda Jurnalist jaba xubuas 

statia saTauriT `frTxilad, qarTvelebo, es 

Jurnali saxlSi ar SeitanoT~, romelic Jurnal 

“mes” 7-e nomers eZRvneboda. Jurnalisti Cveni 

Jurnalis poligrafiul xarisxs Cveni `yovlis-

SemZle mfarvelebis~ konspiraciuli gegmebs uka-

vSirebs. miuxedavad imisa, rom Jurnalisti ̀ axali 

ambebis~ rubrikis masalis garda danarCeni Jur-

nalis komentirebas ver axerxebs, acxdebs, rom  

eTikasTan SeuTavsebeli leqsika misi Segnebuli 

arCevania. Jurnalists epilogad mohyavs saqa-

rTvelos kaTalikos-patriarqis sityvebi misi 

2009 wlis saSobao epistoledan: `zogierTebi 

ama Tu im vnebaze amboben, es adamianis bunebrivi 

mdgomareobaa da mas ratom unda vebrZoloTo. 

amasTan, Cvens sazogadoebaSi xSirad es sityva, 

– vneba, – dadebiT konteqstSi moixsenieba da 

televiziisa Tu presis saSualebiT mkvidrde-

ba azri, rom, mag., mruSoba, sicrue, gankiTxva, 

didebismoyvareoba, ampartavneba, mamaTmavlobac 

ki... adamianis Tvisebebia da maTSi danaSaulebri-

vi araferia. es tyuilia!~ 

virtualuri ~qomuniTi~

mas, Semdeg rac fondi inkluzivis xelSewyo-

biT qarTulenovan lgtb resursebs Seemata 

gay.ge-es ganaxlebuli versia da lesbi.ge, qarTu-

li lgbt sivrce aTamde axali blogiT Seivso. 

sxvadasxva mimarTulebis miuxedavad, am blogebs 

erTi zogadi gei Tematika aerTianebs. fondi 

inkluzivis strategiidan gamomdinare, am tipis 

iniciativebSi monawileoba uSualod ar ukav-

Sirdeba fondis saqmianobas, Tumca, igi miesalme-

ba gei blogerebis gamoCenis faqts da gamoxatavs 

mzaobas maT mxardasaWerad. 

media

Jurnal `cxel SokoladSi~ gamoqveynda statia 

saxelwodebiT `Tanasworoba – niderlan-

duri zRapari~. statiis naxevari amsterdamis 

lgtb cxovrebasa da aqtivizms eTmoba. statiis 

avtori mkiTxvels fondi inkluzivis donoris, 
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clusive’s donor and the oldest LGBT organization in 
the world) and its struggle for equal rights. The writer 
also tackles the social and cultural aspects of the rec-
ognition of equality. 

The internet blog “Tight Circle”, which is pre-
pared by journalists at Future Express youth 

studio, published a video report on Me magazine. 
In addition to interviewing the publishers about 
the magazine’s origin and content, the authors of 
the piece also tried to gauge the magazine’s reach 
and people’s reaction to it. At the end of the re-
port, they asked Tbilisi teenagers whether they 
had heard of Me and what they thought about it. 
The majority had never heard of it (only 500 cop-
ies of each issue are printed), and several said that 
such a magazine should not be published at all. 
Others took the opposite view, however. As soon 
as the video was posted on the blog (blog.teentv.
ge), numerous comments appeared, some of them 
critiquing the professionalism of the authors and 
others complaining that the report dealt with an 
“inappropriate” subject. 

evropis erT-erTi uZvelesi lgbt organizaciis 

COC niderlandis uflebebisaTvis brZolis is-

toriasa da mis saqmianobaze mouTxrobs. avtori 

exeba Tanasworobis aRiarebis socialur-kul-

turul aspeqtebsac. 

internet blogma ̀ viwro wre~ romelsac axalgaz-

rduli studia `momavlis eqspresis~ Jurnali-

stebi amzadeben gamoaqveyna video-siuJeti Jurnal 

`mes~ Sesaxeb. gamomcemlebTan intervius garda, ro-

melic Jurnalis daarsebis winapirobasa Sinaarso-

briv mxareze saubroben, siuJetis avtorebi Seecad-

nen gamoerkviaT sazogadoebrivi sivrcis aTvisebis 

perspeqtiva. siuJetis bolos, avtori interesdeba 

ician Tu ara Tbiliselma `Tineijerebma~ am Jurna-

lis arseboba da ra azris arian masze. miuxedavad 

imisa, rom respondentTa umravlesobas ar hqonda 

informacia Jurnalis Sesaxeb (is mxolod 500 tira-

JiT ibeWdeba), maTi azriT, amgvari Jurnali saer-

Tod ar unda gamodiodes. dafiqsirda sapirispiro 

mosazrebac. siuJetis gamoqveynebisTanave blogze 

(www.blog.teetv.ge) mravali komentari gaCnda, 

rogorc misi Sesrulebis profesiul mxareze aseve, 

pretenziebi siuJetisaTvis `araSesaferisi~ Temis 

arCevis Taobaze.     
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Elections

The commitment of the LGBT supporters of new 
US president Barack Obama- who was blessed 

on the Washington Mall by a gay bishop during his 
inauguration - has paid off. The day after he was 
inaugurated, the fight against discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation and the stepping 
up of efforts to combat hate crimes have been list-
ed among the new administration’s human rights 
priorities on the White House’s official website. 
Some in Georgia were not happy to see the mili-
taristic Republicans leave power in the USA, but 
during her recent transatlantic tour, new Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton emphasized that while the 
Washington would seek to “reset” relations with 
Russia, NATO’s door must remain open to Georgia 
and Ukraine. At a meeting of young Europeans 
organized by the European Parliament during the 
same trip in March 2009, Clinton answered a ques-
tion posed by our friend and colleague Maxim 
Anmeghichean, the Programmes Director at ILGA 
Europe, about changes in the White House’s ap-
proach to LGBT issues under the new administra-
tion. Clinton said she was troubled by instances of 
discrimination against LGBT people in the world. 

arCevnebi

vaSingtonis molze homoseqsuali episkoposis 

mier xeldasmuli prezidentis lgbt mxardamW-

erTa gundis mondomebam ukvalod ar Caiara. inau-

guraciidan meore dRes TeTri saxlis vebgverdze, 

adamianis uflebebis prioritetebSi lgbt adami-

anebis diskriminaciasTan brZola da siZulviliT 

motivirebul danaSaulze muSaobis gaZliereba 

Sevida. militaristi respublikelebis xelisu-

flebidan wasvlas saqarTveloSi didi sixaruli 

ar gamouwvevia, Tumca hilari klintonma Tavisi 

transatlantikuri turnes dros xazi gausva, 

rogorc ruseTTan urTierTobebis gadaxedvis 

sakiTxs, ise ukraianisa da saqarTvelosaTvis na-

tos karebis Riad datovebis aucileblobas. imave 

turnes dros (2009 wlis marti) evroparlamen-

tis mier mowyobil Sexvedraze axalgazrda evro-

pelebTan saxelmwifo mdivanma pasuxi gasca Cveni 

kolegisa da megobris, ilga-evropis programebis 

direqtoris maqsim anmegikianis SekiTxvas TeTri 

saxlis mier lgbt sakiTxebisadmi damokidebulebis 

cvlilebis Taobaze. hilari klintonma wuxili ga-

moTqva msoflioSi lgbt adamianebis diskrimina-

ciis faqtebis gamo da dasZina, rom TeTri saxli 

ukve axdens am sakiTxebis prioritizacias da, rom 

igi imedovnebs, rom msoflioSi aRar iqneba dis-

kriminacia siyvarulis niadagze.  

uflebebi

evrosabWos adamianis uflebebis komisar To-

mas hamarbergma transgender adamianTa ufle-

bebze saubrisas aRniSna, rom evrosabWos mraval 

qveyanaSi transgenderi adamianebi stigmatizaciis, 

diskriminaciisa da fizikuri Zaladobis msxver-

plni xdebian. komisaris azriT sqesis Secvlis op-

eracia, hormanaluri Terapia, sterilizacia da 

sxva Carevebi, (amis gareSe axali saidentifikacio 

dokumentaciis gacema iSviaTad Tu xdeba), janmr-

TelobisaTvis ukuCvenebis mqone, fizikurad an fi-

nansurad araxelmisawvdomia saxelmwifos an sxva 

dafinansebis gareSe. Tomas hamarbergi agreTve Se-

exo im socialur problemebs, romlebsac zemoT-

CamoTvlili sakanonmdeblo barierebi badebs. bevr 

transgender adamians es SezRudvebi yoveldRiur 

cxovrebaSi uqmnis problemebs dazRvevis, jandac-

vis, sakuTar Svilze meurveobis uflebis SenarCu-

nebis, dasaqmebisa da sapensio sferoebSi. saqarT-
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She stressed that the White House was already 
prioritizing these issues and that she hoped for 
an end to discrimination on the basis of who one 
loves. 

Rights

In a statement, Council of Europe’s Human Rights 
Commissioner, Thomas Hammarberg, noted that 

in many CoE member countries, transgender peo-
ple are subjected to stigmatization, discrimination 
and physical violence. The commission said that 
sex reassignment surgeries, hormone therapy, 
sterilization and other treatments (without which 
it is rarely possible to obtain identification docu-
ments with the appropriate gender indicated) are 
often either medically impossible, unavailable or 
unaffordable without financing from the state or 
other sources. Hammarberg also touched on the 
social problems that arise from the aforemen-
tioned legislative barriers. These restrictions cre-
ate problems for transgender people in areas such 
as insurance, healthcare, child custody rights, 
employment and pensions. Georgian legislation 
does not define a procedure for changing gender 
marker in passports. To fill this gap, in 2007, the 
first instance court handed down a positive ver-
dict for a case, in which person applied to change 
gender in his identification documents after he 
underwent sex reassignment. For more on Ham-
marberg’s statement, visit his office’s website at 
www.commissioner.coe.int. 

Film

The Academy Awards Ceremony at the Kodak Theatre 
is mentioned in our magazine for two reasons. Sean 

Penn won best actor for his lead role in the Gus Van Sant 
fi lm “Milk”. His character, late San Francisco city council-
man Harvey Milk, remains a source of inspiration for many 
LGBT activists to this day. In addition, Dustin Lance Black’s 
script for “Milk” got the nod for best original screenplay. It 
should be pointed out that it was a fi lm about the life of 
an LGBT activist, his tragic death and the unprecedented 
public protest his murder caused that won the USA’s high-
est fi lm honour. For more information on the fi lm, see the 
Art section of this magazine. 

velos kanonmdebloba ar aregulirebs pasportSi 

genderuli markeris Secvlis proceduras. 2007 

wels pirveli instanciis sasamarTlos mier gamo-

tanili iqna ganaCeni saidentifikacio sabuTebis 

Secvlaze ganmcxadeblis mier sqesis Secvlis op-

eraciis Catarebis safuZvelze. vrclad, komisris 

mier gakeTebul gancxadebas gaecnobiT vebgverdze 

www.commissioner.coe.int   

kino

kodakis TeatrSi gamarTuli dajildoveba ori 

mniSvnelovani momentis gamo moxvda Cvens Jur-

nalSi. reJisor gas van setis filmSi “milqi” Ses-

rulebuli rolisaTvis Son penma oskari moipova 

saukeTeso mamakaci msaxiobis nominaciaSi. person-

aJi, romelic penma ganasaxiera mravali lgbt aqtiv-

istisTvis dRemde rCeba STagonebis wyarod. filmma 

meore oskari saukeTeso originaluri scenarisTvis 

moipova, romlis avtoric dastin lens bleqia. aR-

saniSnavia, rom swored lgbt aqtivstis cxovrebaze, 

mis tragikul aRsasrulsa da amiT gamowveul up-

recedento sazogadoebriv protestze gadaRebulma 

filmma daimsaxura amerikis kinoakademiis umaRlesi 

jildo. damatebiT informacias am filmis Sesaxeb 

SegiZliaT Jurnalis ART rubrikaSi gaecnoT. 
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Anna Kirey runs an LGBT Organization in the Central 
Asian country of Kyrgyzstan. “Labrys” was started from a 
scratch in 2004 and has gradually become a visible actor in 
Kyrgyz civil society and the international LGBT movement. 
In 2008 Anna took part in a 6-week bus tour with other 
young activists across the southern United States called the 
“Equality Ride”. The “Riders” visited 15 faith-based universi-
ties in a dozen states, engaging students in dialogue about 
gender, sexuality and faith.  

There I was, marching in the pouring rain in Wash-
ington D.C. on 15 November, together with 5,000 other 
queer people and allies against Proposition 8. The direc-
tors of Soulforce Q Equality Ride, a young adult dialogue 
tour about gender, sexuality and faith, decided to come 
to the US capital a day earlier. We had driven from Ken-
tucky to DC on the bus, spending six weeks visiting faith-
based universities in the southern USA. Before the Ride 
I thought I understood what the LGBT movement in the 
US was dealing with. But during the Ride I realized I had 
no idea.

The Ride took place during the heated election sea-
son and I remember watching the news every day, being 
outraged by Sara Palin’s perceptions of women’s rights. 
Also, I learned that most of the LGBT activism funding 
went towards supporting Obama and campaigning 
against initiatives like Prop 8 in California and Act 1 in 
Arkansas. Prop 8 was put forward by homophobic faith-
based organizations to limit the defi nition of marriage to 
a union of one man and one woman. The move came in 

ana kirei yirgizeTis lgbt organizacias xelmZR-

vanelobs. `labrisma~ pirveli nabijebi 2004 wels ga-

dadga da dRes yirgizeTis samoqalaqo sazogadoebasa 

da msoflio lgbt moZraobis TvalsaCino nawilia. 2008 

wlis bolos anam, bevr sxva aqtivistTan erTad monaw-

ileoba miiRo samxreT SeerTebul StatebSi mowyobil 

`Tanasworobis turSi~. monawileebi religiuri mimar-

Tulebis 15 universitets ewvivnen ramdenime StatSi, 

raTa studentebs genderze, seqsualobasa da rwmenaze 

esaubraT. 

15 noembris wvimian dRes `VIII SeTavazebis~  mowinaaR-

mdege 5000 lgbt adamianTan erTad mivabijebdi vaSing-

tonis quCebSi. Soulforce Q Equality Ride-is direqtori 

erTi dRiT adre Camovida. misi organizacia regu-

larulad awyobs axalgazrdaTa dialogis turs gen-

derze, seqsualobasa da rwmenaze. Cven ki kentukidan 6 

kviriani avtoturisa da samxreT Statebis religiuri 

mimarTulebis mqone universitetebis monaxulebis Sem-

deg CamovediT. manamde megona, rom warmodgena mqonda, 

rasTan uwevs gamklaveba SeerTebuli Statebis lgbt 

moZraobas. Tumca, ralis dros davrwmundi, rom saqme 

sxvagvarad iyo. 

rali winasaarCevno vnebaTaRelvas daemTxva. maxsovs, 

yoveldRe vuyurebdi axal ambebs da sara peilinis 

Sexedulebebs qalTa uflebebis Sesaxeb gacofebamde 

mivyavdi. isic maxsovs, rom mTeli lgbt moZraobis 

finansuri mxardaWera obamas saarCevno Stabisken iyo 

mimarTuli da ewinaaRmdegeboda iseT sakanonmdeblo 

iniciativebs, rogorebic iyo `VIII SeTavazeba~ kali-

saocari amerika
America the Wonderful

uflebebi / RIGHTS 
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response to California’s recognition of same-sex couples’ 
right to marry earlier that year. Act 1 in Arkansas limited 
adoption rights to married couples only.  Both initia-
tives passed. I was in Arkansas on Election Day, where 
we rejoiced in Obama’s victory at a university campus. 
Balloons in the air, crowds of students cheering “Yes, We 
Can!” And then we got a call about Prop 8 passing in Cali-
fornia. The news made us sad but it had little eff ect on 
the rest of the crowd. At least Obama was elected and 
my fellow Riders would not all have to move to Kyrgyz-
stan, as they had vowed to do if McCain were elected. 

When we think of the US, we tend to think of a more 
or less liberal society – Western values, democracy and 
the like. Well, yes, this is what the US is about, but only 
in the North. The line starts in Washington, DC, and the 
farther south you go, the more hardcore religious ideas 
you hear. Being an LGBT activist in Kyrgyzstan, I thought 
I’d seen it all and done it all in terms of hostility from the 
general public. During the six weeks on the Ride, people 
tried to exorcise demons from me; I was told that my 
only beautiful and precious God-given role as a woman 
was to take care of my husband and family and that “un-
wanted homosexual tendencies” can be treated.  The 
latter argument shook me to the core. As a person from 
the former Soviet Union, I tend to believe in scientifi c 
progress and I could not believe I was in a progressive 
country hearing an academic professional claiming that 
homosexuality can be treated and trying to get me to 
read his book about it. 

Imagine living in a small town in Mississippi, where 
you need to drive everywhere and you don’t see too 
many people anywhere outside church. The nearest mall 
is one hour away and there is nothing else to do. The 
people in the church become your family and church 
becomes your main leisure activity. What you hear in 
the church also defi nes your world view, because you 
go there even before you enter the educational system. 
The church meets your spiritual and community needs. 
It also teaches you not to question the belief system that 
you are exposed to. During the week ahead of the elec-
tions, I went to two churches in two diff erent states and 
was surprised to hear the same sermon. 

The churches were also diff erent denominations. 
Same Bible verses quoted, same message. A lot of my 
Christian LGBT friends on the Ride said that when they 
came out to their family or church, there would be ser-
mons about homosexuality being a sin when they would 
go to church. Some of them confessed their sin to pas-
tors and tried “praying the gay away”, but it did not work. 

forniaSi da `aqti I~ arkanzasSi . orive SeTavazeba gav-

ida. maxsovs saprezidento arCevnebis Sedegebs vzimob-

diT arkanzasis erT-erT sauniversiteto kompleqsSi. 

didi dResaswauli iyo, studentebis jgufi erTxmad 

skandirebda “Yes, We Can!” (obamas kampaniis slogani – 

`diax SegviZlia~). swored am dros Segvatyobines, rom 

kaliforniaSi `VIII-SeTavazeba~ gavida. am ambavma Zalian 

dagvanaRvliana, Tumca danarCen jgufs Cveni ganwyoba 

maincdamainc ar gadasdebia. ras izam, mTavaria, obamam 

gaimarjva da Cems Tanamgzavrebs yirgizeTSi gadmo-

bargeba aRar dasWirdebaT, rogorc makkeinis gaprezi-

dentebis SemTxvevaSi apirebdnen.  

rodesac amerikaze fiqrob, warmoidgen met-naklebad 

liberalur sazogadoebas – dasavluri faseulobe-

bi, demokratia da msgavsi. marTlac es aris amerika, 

oRond CrdiloeT StatebSi. wyalgamyofi vaSingtonia. 

rac ufro samxreTiT midixar, miT ufro xSirad gesmis 

SemaZrwunebeli religiuri mosazrebebi. vfiqrobdi, 

rom rogorc yirgizeTSi momuSave lgbt aqtivists, ga-

mocdili mqonda mtruli damokidebulebis yvelanairi 

gamovlineba. sinamdvileSi, ralis 6 kviris ganmavloba-

Si bevri ram gadamxda: Cemgan demonebis gandevnis mcd-

eloba, imis aRmoCena, rom Turme Cemi, rogorc qalis 

yvelaze RvTisieri da Zvirfasi movaleoba qmarze da 

ojaxze zrunvaa da rom `arasasurveli homoseqsual-

uri tendenciebi~ gankurnebadia. am ukanasknelma ar-

gumentma srul SokSi Camagdo. me yofili sabWoeli var 

da mwams samecniero progresis. ar mjeroda, rom viyavi 

progresul qveyanaSi da vismendi universitetis pro-

fesoris Segonebas imaze, Tu rogor ikurneba homose-

qsualoba. Tan, ukeT rom daverwmunebine, misive wignis 

wakiTxva mirCia am Temaze. 

cota xniT warmoidgineT Tavi misisipis miyruebul 

qalaqSi, sadac yvelgan avtomobiliT gadaadgildebi 

da arcTu ise bevr adamians xvdebi eklesiis gareT. 

uaxloesi savaWro kompleqsi 1 saaTis savalzea da iqac 

ver waawydebi bevr TavSesaqcevs. mrevli Seni ojaxi 

xdeba, eklesiaSi siaruli ki _ mTavari rekreaciuli 

aqtivoba. Seni msoflmxedveloba imis safuZvelze yal-

ibdeba, rasac eklesiaSi ismen. eklesiaSi manam midixar, 

sanam skolaSi migiyvanen. eklesia Sens sulier da saTe-

mo socialur moTxovnilebas akmayofilebs; gaswavlis, 

rom im swavlebis kiTxvis niSnis qveS dayenebis ufleba 

ar gaqvs, romlis gavlenis qveS xar. arCevnebis wina 

dReebSi or eklesias vewvie, or sxvadasaxva StatSi da 

gavocdi, radgan orivegan zustad erTnairi qadageba 

movismine. 

iyo bevri gansxvavebuli denominaciis eklesiac. 

Tumca, bibliidan erTi da igive nawyvetis citire-
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The USA also seems to be the origin of the “ex-gay move-
ment” and one of the few countries where millions of 
dollars are invested in creating “alternative” academic 
and professional institutions which promote exclusion 
and pseudo-science. 

The history of the USA is painful. Imagine not being 
to trace who your great grandparents were and what 
your origin was because your ancestors were brought 
to the country against their will. Imagine the pain of 
trying to fit in but being an outcast because of the 
colour of your skin. Imagine being LGBT and not being 
welcome in your community because you just can’t be 
gay and of colour at the same time. In San Francisco, 
which so many of us see as a queer paradise, for exam-
ple, white gay men earn two to three times more than 
black gay men, and transgender women earn wages 
far below the international poverty level. The USA is a 
country of major contrasts, which is why it is possible 
to allow marriage for same-sex couples and then pass 
a state-wide referendum negating that right even in 
progressive and liberal California. 

I think there will be more struggles inside the country 
stemming from the polarity of views and isolationism 
that is key to understanding how the US ended up be-
ing one of the few countries that did not ratify the Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child. I had people walk-
ing away from me when I said I was not a Christian, they 
could not stand talking to me. Yet many of them didn’t 
even know what Sodom and Gomorrah was about. Many 
of the students from the Christian universities and semi-
naries we visited will be going to Ukraine, Russia, Geor-
gia, Moldova and Armenia as missionaries, where they 
will preach that homosexuality is a sin. They have Bibli-
cal arguments at hand and were raised not to question. 
I admire the US LGBT rights movement for manoeuvring 
within this context and managing to push progressive 

ba xdeboda, igive iyo mesijic. bevri Cemi qristiani 

Tanamgzavri miyveboda, rom maTi qaming auTis Semdeg 

maTi eklesiaSi misvla yovelTvis aRiniSneboda qad-

agebiT homoseqsualuri codvis Sesaxeb. bevrma maT-

ganma moinania sakuTari orientacia da misgan ganTa-

visufleba locviTac scada, Tumca, aman ar uSvelaT. 

amasTan erTad SeerTebuli Statebi is qveyanaa, sadac 

“eqs-gei moZraoba” daarsda da sadac milionobiT 

dolari ixarjeba “alternatiuli” akademiuri insti-

tutebisa dasafinanseblad, romlebic xels uwyoben 

fsevdo-mecnierebisa da socialuri eqskluziurobis 

ideebis damkvidrebas.  

amerikas mtkivneuli istoria aqvs. warmoidgineT, 

rom ar SegiZliaT miakvlioT Tqveni winaprebis kvals, 

vinaidan maTi Camomavlebi sakuTari nebis winaaRmdeg 

Camoiyvanes qveyanaSi. warmoidgineT, rom gsurT inte-

gracia, magram gariyuli xarT sakuTari kanis feris 

gamo. warmoidgineT, rom homoseqsuali xarT da Temi 

amas ver miesalmeba, radgan ar SeiZleba iyo homose-

qsualic da Savkanianic. san franciskoSi, romelic 

mraval Cvengans gei samoTxe hgonia, TeTrkaniani geebi 

2-3-jer mets gamoimuSaveben vidre Savkanianebi, trans-

genderebis Semweoba ki msoflio siRaribis zRvars 

qvemoT aTavsebs maT. SeerTebuli Statebi uzarmazari 

kontratebis qveyanaa. swored aseT qveyanaSi Tua Sesa-

Zlebeli erTsqesiani qorwinebis dakanoneba da Semdeg, 

sajaro kenWisyraze imave sakiTxis xelaxla dayenebiT, 

am uflebis SezRudva swored progresul da liber-

alur kaliforniaSi.  

vfiqrob, qveyana, romelic azrTa polarulobisa da 

izolacionizmis wyalobiT im qveynebs Soris aRmoCnda, 

sadac dRemde araa ratificirebuli bavSvTa ufle-

bebis konvencia, kidev mravali brZolis arena gaxdeba. 

me isic maxsendeba, rogor Camomecleboda xolme Tana-

mosaubre, rodesac Seityobda, rom qristiani ar viyavi. 

Tumca, maTma umetesobam arferi icoda ybadaRebul 

sodomsa da gomorze. mravali studenti, romelic Cven 

movinaxuleT, sul male misionerad gaemgzavreba iseT 

qveynebSi, rogoricaa ukraina, ruseTi, saqarTvelo, 

moldova, somxeTi da sxva, da imis qadagebas mohyvebian, 

rom homoseqsualoba codvaa. maT xelT aqvT bibliuri 

argumentebi, romelTa kiTxvis niSnis qveS dayeneba 

bavSvobidan ekrZalebaT. am yvelaferis Semxedvares, 

erTi surviliRa mrCeba – aRvfrTovaneba gamovxato 

SeerTebuli Statebis lgtb moZraobiT, romelic aseT 

garemoSi mainc axerxebs manevrirebas da progresuli 

kanonmdeblobis lobirebas. aseve gasagebi xdeba Tu ra-

tom ar Cqarobs Statebis moZraoba msoflio moZraobis 

nawilad qcevas – saxlSic bevri saqme dagrovda. 
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legislation through. I also understand why there are so 
few eff orts in the USA to be part of the international 
LGBT movement. There is a lot to work to do at home. 

I left the USA on 28 November full of impressions, 
wearing my Equality Ride button proudly. I knew I 
would be returning in two weeks to be part of a mis-
sion of LGBT activists to lobby various governments to 
sign a UN Declaration on Sexual Orientation and Gen-
der Identity (SO/GI Declaration). All of a sudden, the 
struggles at the UN over language about the human 
rights of LGBT people started making sense. It was a 
different level of activism. 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon passed by when we 
were sitting in the lobby of the UN Headquarters in 
New York. I’d been talking to post-Soviet governments 
for days, sending them the text of declaration and ask-
ing them to sign it, explaining over and over why their 
support is crucial. Georgia and Armenia signed the 
declaration. 

A half dozen other post-Soviet countries gave me am-
biguous “we are waiting for a response from the capital”-
type responses. Some people from post-Soviet missions 
expressed their sympathy: “well, you understand that 
our country has its traditions”. Kazakhstan and Turkmeni-
stan ended up signing a counter-declaration prepared 
by the Organization of Islamic Conference. The counter-
declaration urged “all Member States, the United Na-
tions system, and non-governmental organizations to 
continue to devote special attention and resources to 
protect the family as ‘the natural and fundamental group 
unit of society’ in accordance with article 16 of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights.” 

The rhetoric of the statement sounded so familiar. I 
had heard it at every campus we visited on the Equal-
ity Ride. Special attention to families, but no special 
attention to people who may be sentenced to death 
or attacked on the street or take their own life because 
they cannot reconcile their faith with their identity. 
The SO/GI Declaration called for decriminalization of 
same-sex relations and recognition that people’s hu-
man rights are violated because of their sexual orien-
tation and/or gender identity.  It was inspiring that 
sixty-six countries signed it, yet there is a long way to 
go. I want to continue down this path peacefully and 
persistently, engaging in dialogue and raising aware-
ness of the fact that LGBT people are human beings 
and are entitled to human rights.  

      
Anna Kirey

28 noembers Statebi STabeWdilebebiT savsem da 

Tanasworobis ralis samkerde niSniT guldamSveneb-

ulma davtove. vicodi, or kviraSi isev momiwevda 

dabruneba, amjerad im jgufTan erTad, romelic lo-

birebas gauwevda sxvadasxva qveynebis mTavrobis war-

momadgenlebs, xeli moeweraT gaeros deklaraciaze 

seqsualuri orientaciisa da genderuli identobis 

Sesaxeb (SO/GI Declaration). lgbt adamianebis ufle-

bebze saubarma kvlav SeiZina azri. es aqtivizmis sxva 

done iyo. 

generalurma mdivanma ban-ki-munma gverdiT maSin 

Cagviara, rodesac gaeros Stab-binaSi im post-sabWoTa 

qveynis mTavrobis warmomadgenels vesaubrebodiT, 

romelTa delegaciebsac davugzavneT werilebi 

deklaraciaze xelmoweris TxovniT. 

saqarTvelosa da somxeTis warmomadgenlebma 

deklaracias xeli moawers, sxva post-sabWoTa qvey-

nebis warmomadgenlebma ki bundovani dapirebebiT 

gamogvistumres. mizezad is moiSvelies, rom pasuxs 

dedaqalaqidan elodnen. zogi qveynis warmomadgenelma 

ironiisaTvisac gamonaxa dro _ `xom gesmiT Cven qveya-

nas Tavisi tradiciebi aqvs~. yazaxeTma da TurqmeneTma 

imdeni moaxerxes, rom xeli islamuri konferenciis 

organizaciis mier iyo wamowyebul Semxvedr inicia-

tivas moaweres xeli. sapirispiro deklaracia mouwo-

debda gaeros sistemis yvela saxelmwifos da arasam-

Tavrobo organizaciebs gansakuTrebuli yuradReba 

da resursi miemarTaT ojaxisadmi, rogorc `sazoga-

doebis bunebrivi da fundamenturi jgufuri erTeu-

lisadmi gaeros adamianis uflebebis sayovelTao 

deklaraciis 16-e muxlis Sesabamisad~.  

sawinaaRmdego deklaraciis ritorika Zalian meniSna. 

igive ritorika ismoda samxreT Statebis TiTqmis yvela 

universitetSi, romelic `Tanasworobis turis~ dros 

movinaxuleT. gansakuTrebuli yuradReba ojaxebs da 

ara maT, vinc SeiZleba sikvdiliT dasajon, da TviTm-

kvlelobiT daasrulon sicocxle quCaSi mxo-lod imis 

gamo, rom maTi identoba maT rwmenasTan SeuTavsebe-

lia. sogi-s deklaracia ki msoflios homoseqsualobis 

dekriminalizaciisa da imis aRiarebisken mouwodebda, 

rom seqsualuri orientaciisa da genderuli idento-

bis gamo adamianis uflebebi irRveva. Zalian gagvixarda, 

roca gavigeT, rom deklaracias xeli 66 saxelmwifos 

warmomadgenelma moawera xeli. Tumca, gzis didi nawili 

jer kidev win aris. me ki, Segnebulad mivyvebi am rTul 

gzas da mSvidad viReb monawileobas dialogSi iseT mar-

tiv WeSmaritebaze, rom lgbt jgufis warmomadgenlebi 

adamianebi arian da maT adamianis uflebebi aqvT. 

ana kirei
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janmrTeloba / HEALTH 

aiv infeqcia/Sidsis epidsituacia 

saqarTveloSi

HIV/AIDS situation in Georgia

In the early 1980s, a heretofore unknown medical term,”HIV infection/AIDS”, posed a terrible threat to humankind. The panic 
that ensued caused immense grief and stress in society but at the same time, it served as a stimulus for measures to combat the 

illness. At present, HIV infection is listed among manageable chronic illnesses and, thanks to worldwide eff orts and coordination, 
great strides have been made towards curbing this pandemic and treating, caring for and supporting those infected. The panic has 
subsided, but HIV/AIDS has left a powerful and destructive mark on human history. 

Let us examine the current situation: 
According to December 2007 data (WHO, UNAIDS), some 30-36m people worldwide are infected. Of this number over 2m 

are children (under age 15). Since the discovery of the disease to this day, more than 20m people have died. In 2007 alone, 
2.2-3.2m new cases were registered and 2m died of AIDS.

According to the Georgian Centre for Infectious Pathologies, AIDS and Clinical Immunology, there are 1,825 cases of HIV 
infection in Georgia as of 12 December 2008. Of this number, 1,372 are men and 453 are women. Most infected people are 
between the ages of 29 and 35 years. A total of 402 people have died of AIDS in Georgia. 487 patients are currently undergo-
ing treatment. 

 
The following is the distribution of likely transmission ways among HIV/AIDS cases registered in Georgia, as determined 

through patient interviews: 

msoflio 80-iani wlebis dasawyisSi, didi problemis winaSe dadga, medicinaSi axali cneba SemoiWra: “aiv in-

feqcia/Sidsi”. daavadeba, romelmac kacobrioba dilemis winaSe daayena: gadarCena Tu adamianTa modgmis 

dasasruli? panika sakmaod Zlieri aRmoCnda, rom erTi mxriv, daeTrguna da stresSi Caegdo sazogadoeba da amave 

dros stimuli mieca daavadebasTan brZolis RonisZiebebis ganxorcielebisTvis. dReisaTvis, aiv infeqcia ukve 

marTvadi, qronikuli daavadebebis nusxaSia Sesuli, Camoyalibda da koordinirda msoflio masStabiT yvela is 

Zalisxmeva, romelmac unda SeaCeros pandemia da xeli Seuwyos inficerebulTa mkurnalobas, zedamxedvelobas 

da mxardaWeras. panikam gadaiara, magram, am infeqciis mier, 25 wlis ganmavlobaSi datovebuli kvali mZime daRad 

daaCndeba kacobriobis ganviTarebis istorias. 

gadavxedoT arsebul statistikas:

2007 wlis dekembris monacemebiT (WHO, UNAIDS), msoflios masStabiT 30-36 milioni inficirebuli adamiani 

cxovrobs, maTgan 2 milionze meti bavSvi (15 wlamde asaki), sul infeqciis registrirebidan dRemde daiRupa 20 

milionze meti. marto 2007 wlis ganmavlobaSi, registrirebulia 2,2-3,2 milioni adamiani,  2 milioni daiRupa.

2008 wlis 12 dekembris monacemebiT, saqarTveloSi (infeqciuri paTologiis, Sidsis da klinikuri imunologi-

is centris monacemebi) registrirebulia adamianis imunodeficitis virusiT inficirebis 1825 SemTxveva, aqedan 

1372 – mamakaci da 453 - qalia. pacientTa umravlesoba 29-dan 35 wlamdea. 402 ukve gardaicvala. mkurnalobas 

itarebs 487  pacienti.   

registrirebul pacientTa gamokiTxviT dadgenili savaraudo gadacemis gzebis dafiqsirebiT, SesaZlebeli 

gaxda statistikurad agvesaxa SemTxvevaTa ganawileba gadacemis gzebis mixedviT: 10 
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59.5 per cent are injecting drug users (have shared unster-
ilized needles with other users);

33.4 per cent were infected through heterosexual contact; 
2.7 per cent contracted the virus through homosexual 

contact (men having sex with men); 
2.4 per cent were infected by their mother (either in utero 

or from breastfeeding); 
0.6 per cent contracted HIV through blood infusions; 
1.4 per cent - cause of infection undetermined. 

 The distribution of transmission ways is similar to 
that elsewhere in Eastern Europe. In this region, the 
number one risk group remains intravenous drug users. 
Clearly, this does not mean that only drug users are at 
risk of HIV infection. In addition, fact that 33.4 per cent 
contracted HIV through heterosexual contact and only 
2.7 per cent through homosexual contact serves once 
again to discount the myth that the spread of AIDS is a 
matter of concern only for a few select social groups. 

59.5 % _ narkotikebis ineqciuri momxmarebelia 

(igulisxmebian is momxmareblebi, romelTac sxvisi 

arasteriluri xelsawyoebis gamoyenebis praqtika 

hqondaT)

33.4 % _ dainficirda heteroseqsualuri kontaqtis 

Sedegad 

2.7 % _ homo-/biseqsualuri kontaqtiT (igulisxme-

bian mamakacebi, romelTac seqsualuri kavSiri hqon-

daT sxva mamakacebTan)

2.4 % _ dainficirda vertikaluri gadacemis gziT 

(dedidan Svilze orsulobis, mSobiarobis an ZuZuTi 

kvebis dros)

0.6 % _ sisxlis recipientia (gadaumowmebeli sisx-

lis gadasxmiT)

1.4 % _ gadacemis gza daudgenelia

am mxriv, aiv infeqciis gavrcelebis Tavisebure-

bani iseTivea, rogorc aRmosavleT evropis qveynebSi. 

dRemde, Sidsis virusis gavrcelebis upirveles risk-

jgufs intravenuri narkomanebi warmoadgenen. cxadia, 

es ar niSnavs, rom Sidsi mxolod narkomanebs emuqre-

baT. procentuli Tanafardobis TvalsazrisiT, SemTx-

vevaTa 33.4% heteroseqsualur kontaqtis Sedegadaa 

inficirebuli. homoseqsualuri gziT dainficireb-

ulTa ricxvi mxolod 2,7% Seadgens, rac kidev erTx-

59.5%

1.4% 0.6% 2.4% 2.7%

33.4%

- Intravenous drug use
- Heterosexual contact
- Homosexual contact
- From mother 
- blood infusions;
- Indeterminate 

- intravenuri narkomania

- heteroseqsualuri kontaqti

- homoseqsualuri kontaqti

- dedidan Svilze

- sisxlis gadasxma

- daudgeneli

grafa #1 - SemTxvevebis ganawileba 

inficirebis gzebis mixedviT

CHART #1 - DISTRIBUTION OF CASES ACCORDING
TO TRANSMISSION ROUTE
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Everyone is at risk of contracting HIV/AIDS. 
Despite the relatively low rate of the spread of HIV infection 

here, Georgia is still considered to be a country potentially at 
a high risk of an HIV/AIDS epidemic. This is because of both 
the high number of intravenous drug users and Georgians’ 
tendencies to migrate to countries where the risk of infection 
is higher. 

The largest number of HIV infections is registered in Tbilisi 
(654 cases), then comes Samegrelo (291 cases, 212 of which 
are in Zugdidi), Ajaria (253 cases), Imereti (236 cases), Abkha-
zia (90 cases), Kvemo Kartli (71 cases), Kakheti (68 cases), Shida 
Kartli (48 cases), Guria (39 cases), Poti (29 cases) and Samtskhe-
Javakheti (26 cases). The remaining cases are distributed 
throughout the country’s other regions. 

The fi rst case of HIV/AIDS was registered in Georgia in 
1989. While the number of newly registered cases of infec-
tion on a yearly basis in Georgia is not high, there has been a 
sharp increase over the past few years. 

 In 2008 (12 December fi gures), 338 new cases were regis-
tered [this contradicts the chart above]. 

Across Georgia, a total of 50 children (31 boys and 19 girls) 
have been infected with HIV/AIDS. Twelve of these cases 
were registered in 2008 alone. 

Of these 50 children, 16 have died so far, three have left 
the country and 23 are undergoing treatment.

DISTRIBUTION OF CASES ACCORDING
TO TRANSMISSION ROUTE: 

The numbers are disturbing, but they show once 
again just how important it is for each and every 
one of us to take measures to fight the spread of 
this disease. Let’s take care of ourselves and those 
we love. 

(see chart #2)

Q&A: 
HOW IS HIV TRANSMITTED? 

-Through unprotected sexual contact (vaginal, 
oral or anal); 

-Through blood contact: transfusion of infected 
blood, sharing syringes, razors, toothbrushes; using 
unsterilized medical or cosmetological instruments; 

- Mother-to-child transmission: in utero infection 
or through breastfeeding. 
HOW IS HIV NOT TRANSMITTED? 

• By holding hands with an infected person; 
• Through sweat or tears;

el abaTilebs miTs, rom Sidsis gavrceleba mxolod 

romelime konkretul socialur jgufs ukavSirdeba. 

Sidsis safrTxe yvelas emuqreba.

aiv-infeqciis gavrcelebis SedarebiT dabali 

maCveneblis miuxedavad, saqarTvelo aiv/Sidsis epi-

demiis potencialurad maRali riskis qveyanad iTv-

leba. amas, intravenuri narkotikebis momxmarebelTa 

maRali procentis garda, aiv infeqciis gavrcelebis 

maRali maCveneblebis mqone qveyanebSi SromiTi migra-

ciis procesebis intensivobac ganapirobebs.  

aiv inficirebis yvelaze meti SemTxveva registri-

rebulia TbilisSi (654 SemTxveva), Semdeg samegreloSi 

(291, aqedan zugdidSi 212), aWaraSi (253), imereTSi (236),  

afxazeTSi (90), qvemo qarTlSi (71), kaxeTSi (68), Sida 

qarTlSi (48), guriaSi (39), foTSi (29), samcxe-javaxeTSi 

(26). sxva regionebSi registrirebulia erTeuli Sem-

Txvevebi.       

saqarTveloSi aiv infeqcia/Sidsis pirveli SemTxveva 

gamovlinda 1989 w. marTalia, saqarTveloSi yovelw-

liurad gamovlenili aiv inficirebis axali SemTx-

vevebis raodenoba mcirea, magram ukanasknel wlebSi 

SeiniSneba zrdis sakmaod mkveTri tendencia.

2008 wels (12.12.08) gamovlinda 338 axali SemTxveva.

sul saqarTveloSi gamovlenilia 50 aiv inficire-

buli bavSvi, maTgan 31 _ vaJi, 19 _ gogona. (mxolod 

2008 wels gamovlinda 12 SemTxveva). 16 _ gardaicvala,   

3 _ gavida qveynidan;  23 itarebs mkurnalobas.             

SemTxvevebis ganawileba 

inficirebis gzebis mixedviT:

ricxvebi SemaSfoTebelia, magram kidev erTxel 

gvarwmunebs, Tu ramdenad mniSvnelovania TiToeuli 

CvenTaganis Zalisxmeva am daavadebis gavrcelebis wi-

naaRmdeg brZolaSi. gavufrTxildeT Cvens Tavs da 

CvenTvis axlobel adamianebs. 

(ixileT grafiki  #2)

blokebi:

ra gzebiT gadaecema aiv-i?

• daucveli (uprezervativo)  sqesobrivi kontaqtiT 

(vaginaluri _ saSoSi,  oraluri _ `mineti~,  analuri 

_ ukanatanSi);

• sisxlis kontaqtiT _ Seumowmebeli sisxlis ga-

dasxma, sxvisi Spricis, nemsis, saparsis, kbilis jag-

risis, arasteriluri samedicino an kosmetologiuri 

instrumentebis gamoyeneba da sxv;

• dedidan Svilze orsulobisas, mSobiarobisas an 

ZuZuTi kvebisas.

janmrTeloba / HEALTH 
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•  Caughing and sneezing;
• Sharing silverware or bedding; 
• Sharing a bath or toilet; 
• While using public transport; 
• Animal or bug bites; 
• Through kissing, shaking hands, etc.

 
HOW CAN WE PROTECT OURSELVES FROM HIV?

If you know how HIV is transmitted, you will be able to pro-
tect yourself from it. 

You can decide to have only one loyal sexual partner. If you 
cannot imagine life without sex and you don’t have a stable 
partner, then you should use a condom to avoid contracting 
sexually transmitted infections. 

This material was prepared by the Tanadgoma 

medical-psychological information centre. 

rogor ar gadaecema aiv-i?

• xelis CamorTmevisas;

• ofliT an cremlebiT;

• daxvelebis an daceminebisas;

• saerTo WurWlis an TeTreulis gamoyenebisas;

• saerTo abazanis an tualetis gamoyenebisas;

• sazogadoebriv transportSi mgzavrobisas;

• cxovelis an mweris nakbeniT;

• kocniT, xelis CamorTmeviT da sxv.

rogor SeiZleba davicva Tavi aiv-isgan?

Tu ici, rogor gadaecema aiv-i, misgan Tavis dacvas 

SeZleb. 

Sen SegiZlia, miiRo gadawyvetileba, iyolio mxolod 

erTi, erTguli partniori. Tu Sen ar SegiZlia, war-

moidgino cxovreba seqsis gareSe da ar gyavs mudmivi 

partniori, maSin gamoiyene prezervativi, romelic 

dagicavs sqesobrivi gziT gadamdebi infeqciebisgan.

masala momzadebulia

sainformacio samedicino-fsiqologiuri centris 

“Tanadgomis” mier

janmrTeloba / HEALTH 

grafiki #2 - dainficirebis SemTxvevebis 

raodenoba saqarTveloSi wlebis mixedviT

CHART #2 - NUMBER OF NEW CASES OF HIV/AIDS 
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Thomas Hammarberg is the Council of Europe 
Commissioner for Human Rights since April 2006. 
Previously he has held positions as Secretary Gen-
eral of Amnesty International, Swedish Save the 
Children and the Olof Palme International Center. 
As ambassador he advised the Swedish government 
on human rights issues. He has also served as the 
Special Representative of the UN Secretary General 
for Human Rights in Cambodia. Other UN tasks have 
included membership in the first UN Committee on 
the Rights of the Child. Furthermore, he has acted 
as Regional Adviser for Europe, Central Asia and the 
Caucasus of the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights. Being a former journalist and teacher he has 
published widely on various human rights issues 
and continues to write a personal Viewpoint every 
fortnight.

ME: Mr. Commissioner, your role is seen as ex-

ceptional within the European LGBT movement 

in terms of how courageously you bring up 

LGBT issues at the Council of Europe. What has 

changed within the Council of Europe that has 

enabled you to bring issues up so much more 

boldly compared with a few years ago?

TH: As our office is independent, it can more eas-
ily build on and put forward the human rights stan-
dards that are agreed upon in the Council of Eu-
rope, be that the European Convention on Human 
Rights or the European Social Charter. It is for me 
quite obvious that discrimination based on sexual 
orientation or gender identity is unacceptable. It 
is sad that it has taken a long time to be seen as 
obvious. 

ME: How do you think your input can be im-

printed on the Council of Europe’s work? Are 

Tomas hamarbergi komisris Tanamdebobaze mova-

leobis Sesrulebas 2006 wlis aprilidan Seudga. 

manamde igi iyo “saerTaSoriso amnistiis”, “gada-

varCinoT bavSvebis” SvedeTis ganyofilebisa da 

olof palmis saerTaSoriso centris general-

uri mdivani. igi agreTve iyo SvedeTis mTavrobis 

elCi humanitarul sakiTxebSi. garda amisa igi iyo 

gaeros generaluri mdivnis specialuri warmomad-

geneli kambojaSi adamianis uflebebis sakiTxebTan 

dakavSirebiT da gaeros bavSvTa uflebebis pirve-

li komitetis wevri. Tomas hamarbergi iyo gaeros 

adamianis uflebebis umaRlesi komisris mrCeveli 

evropis, kavkasiisa da centraluri aziis sakiTxeb-

Si. rogorc yofili Jurnalistsa da pedagogs mas 

mravali publikacia ekuTvnis adamianis uflebebis 

sxvadasxva skaiTxze da dRemde regululad aqveyb-

nebs sakuTar mosazrebebs.   

me: batono komisaro, Tqveni muSaoba gansa-

kuTrebiT dasafasebelia evropuli lgbt moZrao-

bis mxridan imis gamo, rom ase gabedulad ayenebT 

lgbt adamianis uflebebs evrosabWos dRis wes-

rigSi. gviTxariT, ra cvlilebebi gaiara evrosabWom 

bolo wlebis ganmavlobaSi, ramac aseTi moqmedebis 

saSualeba mogcaT? 

Th: Cveni aparati damoukidebelia. es imas niS-

navs, rom Cveni prerogativaa adamianis uflebebis 

im standartebis win wamoweva, romlebzec evros-

abWo SeTanxmda, iqneba es adamianis uflebebis ev-

ropuli konvencia Tu evropis socialuri qartia. 

CemTvis naTelia, rom seqsualuri oreintaciisa 

da genderuli identobis niadagze diskriminacia 

miuRebelia. samwuxaroa, rom am elementaruli 

sakiTxis gaazrebas amdeni dro dasWirda.  

me: rogor fiqrobT, ra formiT aisaxeba Tqveni 

muSaoba zogadad evrosabWoze? Cans Tu ara imis niS-

interviu / INTERVIEW

interviu evrosabWos adamianis 

uflebebis komisar Tomas hamarbergTan

Interview with Thomas Hammarberg, Council 
of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights



there signs that Council of Europe is addressing 

issues raised by your office in a more systematic 

way? 

TH: Most crucial in this case is the interpretation 
of the European Convention on Human Rights by 
the Court in Strasbourg. There are number of posi-
tive rulings and the last one was in relation to the 
French case on adoption of a child by an unmar-
ried individual (E.B. v. France). In this case the Court 
noted that, whereas the applicant’s aptitude for 
bringing up children - which were in the child’s 
best interests, a key notion in the relevant inter-
national instruments was not challenged– the do-
mestic authorities, in rejecting the application for 
authorisation to adopt, made a distinction based 
on considerations regarding her sexual orienta-
tion, a distinction which is not acceptable under 
the Convention. That judgment was an important 
one. There were a number of other rulings as well 
as pending cases.  We still need some further deci-
sions by the court that will make absolutely clear 
that sexual orientation and gender identity can 
never be accepted as grounds for discrimination. 
These judgments reinforce the Council of Europe’s 
official position. And of course I will continue my 
work in this direction until then. 

ME: It is a very difficult time for Georgia right 

now and this is discussed a lot on the European 

level. We feel that social phobias are becoming 

more severe in this situation. Do you think that 

external threats can be an excuse for undermin-

ing the rights of social minorities? When a coun-

try is at war, is it time for a break in defending 

the rights of LGBT people? 

TH: In fact, in a situation of crisis with the security 
of a nation and in an economic crisis, it is even more 
important to continue watching the treatment of 
minorities and those who traditionally tend to be 
discriminated against. Because in the crisis situa-
tion there is a risk that certain groups of society will 
be scapegoated. So I would say the opposite – it is 
important to remain on watch both on the national 
level as well as by international agencies to ensure 
that scapegoating or discrimination does not take 
place. Security concerns and economic crisis is not 
a justification for discrimination. 

ME: The Georgian Ombudsman’s office has 

given us certain assurances that it is willing to 

cooperate with us, but they always have prob-

nebi, rom Tqvens mier wamoweul sakiTxebs evrosabWo 

ufro sistemur muSaobas daukavSirebs?

Th: am sakiTxSi yvelaze mniSvnelovania strasbur-

gis sasamarTlos mier adamianis uflebebis evro-

puli konvenciis interpretireba. am mxriv mravali 

pozitiuri gadawyvetileba iqna miRebuli, romle-

Ta Sorisac aRsaniSnavia uaxlesi gadawyvetileba 

dauqorwinebeli moqalaqis bavSvze meurveobis 

uflebasTan dakavSirebiT (E.B. v. France). am SemTx-

vevaSi sasamarTlom daadgina, rom ganmcxadeblis 

mzadyofna aRezarda bavSvi am ukanasknelis sasik-

eTo interesebis gaTvaliswinebiT, rac Tavis mxriv 

gadamwyveti pirobaa saerTaSoriso sakanonmdeblo 

instrumentebis mixedviT _ ar iyo darRveuli. 

frangulma sasamarTlom ki Tavis uarSi Svilad ay-

vanis ufleba mieca ganmcxadeblisaTvis xazi gausva 

iseT garemoebas, rogoric iyo am ukanasknelis se-

qsualuri orientacia, es ki konvenciis farglebSi 

dauSvebelia. es metad mniSvnelovani gadawyvetile-

baa. arsebobs sxva msgavsi gadawyvetilebebic da 

ganxilvis procesSi myofi gancxadebebic, Tumca, 

kidev bevri aseTi gadawyvetileba unda iqnas miRe-

buli imisaTvis, rom srulebiT cxadi iyos _ se-

qsualuri orientacia da genderuli identoba ar 

unda xdebodes diskriminaciis safuZveli. es gadaw-

yvetilebebi ganapirobeben evrosabWos oficialur 

pozicias. raRa Tqma unda, am momentis dadgomamde 

me Zveleburad ganvagZob muSaobas. 

interviu / INTERVIEW
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lems bringing the issue to a political level. We 

have reported numerous cases of discrimina-

tion against LGBT people but none of them 

have been reflected in the ombudsman’s hu-

man rights reports to parliament. Your office 

has cooperated with ombudspersons across the 

region. What is your observation in this regard 

and what is your wish for national human rights 

institutions?

TH: It is important that Ombudsmen in all coun-
tries act as an independent watchdog, also over 
cases of discrimination and take their positions on 
these cases. This is an encouragement that I give 
to them when we talk and I will also discuss that 
with the Georgian Ombudsman’s staff at one of my 
upcoming meetings.        

Interview conducted by Paata Sabelashvili

me: saqarTvelo rTul periods gadis, rac 

araerTxel gaxda evropul doneze diskusiis 

sababi. aseT situaciaSi socialuri fobiebis 

gamZafreba aRiniSneba. ramdenad SeiZleba 

aseTma situaciam gaamarTlos socialuri um-

ciresobebis uflebebis daucveloba? rodesac 

qveyana saomar mdgomareobaSi imyofeba, upri-

ania Tu ara adamianis uflebebis dacvis Sesus-

teba?

Th: sinamdvileSi, swored iseT situaciebSi, 

rogoricaa erovnuli usafrTxoebisa Tu eko-

nomiuri krizisi, meti yuradReba unda davuT-

moT tradiciulad diskriminirebul jgufebs. 

aseT situaciebSi didi riski arsebobs, rom 

sazogadoebis garkveuli nawili gantevebis 

vacis Ziebas daiwyebs. ase rom sapirispiros 

vityodi – mniSvnelovania ganvagrZoT muS-

aoba, rogorc erovnul doneze, ise saerTa-

Soriso organizaciebis mier, raTa davrwmun-

deT imaSi, rom gantevebis vacis Ziebasa da 

diskriminacias adgili ar aqvs. usafrTxoebis 

safrTxeebi da ekonomikuri krizisi ar unda 

iyos diskriminaciis gamrTleba. 

me: saqarTvelos saxalxo damcvelis aparats 

araerTxel gamouTqvams CvenTan TanamSrom-

lobis mzadyofna, Tumca politikur doneze 

es mzadyofna ratomRac qreba xolome. Cven 

uflebadarRvevis ramdenime saqme mivawodeT 

saxalxo damcvelis aparats, sabolood ki arc 

erTi maTgani ar iqna Setanili parlamentisTvis 

gankuTvnil angariSSi. Tqveni ofisi TanamSrom-

lobs evrosabWos qveynebis ombudsmenebTan. ra 

azris xarT amgvar moqmedebaze da ras urCevdiT 

qveynis masStabiT adamianis uflebebis damcve-

lebs?

Th: yvela qveynis ombudsmeni unda akvird-

ebodes adamanis uflebebis mdgomareobasa da 

diskriminaciis semTxvevebs qveyanaSi da saku-

Tari poziciac unda daafiqsiros. es is rCeva 

da gamowvevaa, romelsac Cven maTTan Sexve-

drisas vuziarebT. rac Seexeba saqarTvelos 

saxalxo damcvels, am sakiTxebs mis warmomad-

genlebTan momavali Sexvedrebisas wamovwev. 

esaubra paata sabelaSvili
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Mr Kjaerum was director of the Danish Institute for Hu-
man Rights for 17 years. At the same time he was president 
of the international network of national human rights orga-
nizations. He also served on the UN Committee on Elimina-
tion of Racial discrimination for six years. He is now director 
of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency. 

ME: Mr Kjaerum, the EC launched the directive to 

prohibit discrimination in EU member states on all 

grounds, thus advancing EU protection from discrim-

ination beyond employment. How would you com-

ment on the absence of these measures of protection 

from discrimination on all grounds equally? 

MK: In the EU, the general provision on discrimination 
came with Article 13 of the Treaty of Amsterdam. These 
provisions were further developed into the two direc-
tives – about race and employment. If we look at the po-
sition of gays and lesbians, their discrimination is not cov-
ered in the general directive but only in the employment 
directive. Everything beyond employment is not covered 
by the existing regulations, so the new directive is an at-
tempt to bridge this gap. This directive covers all grounds 
of discrimination by eliminating the strange type of hier-
archy between diff erent grounds. 

ME: There was ongoing debate about the two 

concurrent versions of the directive to be launched. 

One was called a horizontal directive. It covered all 

grounds of discrimination and the second one only 

included disability. 

MK: There was a clash between two the diff erent ap-
proaches. The more traditional approach deals with all 
types of discrimination such as gender identity or sexual 
orientation and other grounds for discrimination sepa-
rately. In this case we do not see them linked. In contrast 
with this old school approach, we have a new and pre-
vailing one that seeks to establish links between these 
various grounds of discrimination. So this is the approach 

morten qerumi 17 wlis ganmavlobaSi xelmZR-

vanelobda daniis adamianis uflebebis insti-

tuts da imavdroulad iyo adamianis uflebebis 

dacvis  erovnuli organizaciebis saerTaSor-

iso qselis prezidenti. igi agreTve iyo gaeros 

rasobrivi diskriminaciis aRmofxvris komite-

tis wevri 6 wlis ganmavlobaSi. morten qerumi 

evrokavSiris fundamenturi uflebebis saagen-

tos direqtoria.

me: batono qerum, evrokomisiam gamoacxada 

direqtiva, romelic evrokavSiris wevr saxelm-

wifoebSi krZalavs diskriminacias nebismier 

niadagze, riTac moqalaqeebis diskriminaciis-

gan dacvas dasaqmebis sferos miRma afarTovebs. 

riT axsniT, rom aqamde ar arsebobda aseTi saxis 

direqtiva, rom adamianis dacva nebismieri saxis 

diskriminaciisagan Tanabrad yofiliyo SesaZle-

beli? 

mq: diskriminaciisgan dacvis zogadi saWiroe-

ba amsterdamis xelSekrulebis 13-e muxlis Se-

sabamisad warmoiSva. am saWiroebebis Semdgom 

etapze formulireba iyo 2 direqtivis miReba 

rasisa da dasaqmebis Sesaxeb. geebisa da les-

boselebis dacva _ zogadi direqtivebiT ar 

xdeba, mxolod dasaqmebis Taobaze miRebul 

direqtiviTaa gansazRvruli.  nebismieri sxva 

sakiTxSi, romelic dasaqmebis sferos scildeba, 

am direqtivis gamoyeneba SeuZlebelia. swored 

am xarvezis gasasworeblad iqna gamocxadebuli 

axali direqtiva. axali direqtiva diskrimina-

ciis yvela sferos moicavs da amiT sxvadasxva 

sferoebs Soris arsebul ucnaur ierarqiulo-

bas usmevs wertils. 

me: am direqtivis komisiis mier gamocxade-

bamde debatebi mimdinareobda ori sxvadasxva 

variantis Taobaze. erT-erT maTgans pirobiTad 

horizontalri direqtiva uwodes, vinaidan igi 

interviu evrokavSiris fundamenturi 

uflebebis saagentos direqtorTan 

morten qerumTan

Interview with Morten Kjaerum, director of 
the EU Fundamental Rights Agency

interviu / INTERVIEW

17 



interviu / INTERVIEW

that supports adoption of the horizontal directive. 
ME: What is the projection about how member 

states will take up this proposal and how they will en-

dorse it in their national legislation? 

MK: There are diff erent levels of implementation of 
directives. This issue has been addressed by our agency 
since its foundation. We are to determine how the mem-
ber states are complying with their obligations and how 
this is manifested in their domestic legislation. 

ME: Mr. Kjaerum, the EU has become involved in the 

peace process between Georgia and Russia. Georgia 

very much wants to integrate with European and Eu-

ro-Atlantic institutions. Politicians have been stress-

ing that the resolution of confl icts will determine the 

process of Georgia’s integration. Where do human 

rights come into this discourse?

MK: Peace is important for development and com-
ing closer to the EU. However, it is an unavoidable step 
to implement core EU values, and democratic values in 
general. And it is not enough to speak about these values 
- implementing them is crucial. And in this context, the 
inclusion of minority groups is very important. How these 
processes develop essentially determines the grounds for 
coming closer to the EU. 

Interview conducted by Paata Sabelashvili

diskriminaciis yvela niadags moicavda. meore 

varianti ki mxolod gansakuTrebuli saWiroe-

bebis mqone adamianebisTvis iyo gankuTvnili.

mq: es imis gamo moxda, rom ar arsebobda 

Tanxmoba midgomasTan dakavSirebiT. tradiciu-

li midgomiT diskriminaciis yvela forma, mag-

aliTad genederuli identobisa da seqsualuri 

oientaciis mixedviT da sxva tipis diskriminacia 

cal-calke ganixileba. am SemTxvevaSi maT So-

ris kavSiria darRveuli. am Zveli skoliseuli 

midgomisgan gansxvavebiT, arsebobs agreTve Ta-

namedrove da dominanturi midgomac, romelic 

diskriminaciis yvela safuZvels aerTianebs. es 

swored is midgomaa, romlis mixedviTac arCev-

ani horizontalur direqtivaze SeCerda.  

me: ra molodini arsebobs wevri saxelmwifoe-

bis mier am direqtivis miRebasa da mis erovnul 

kanonmdeblobebSi damkvidrebisTan dakavSire-

biT?

mq: direqtivebis ganxorcieleba sxvadasxva 

doneze xdeba. am sakiTxiT Cveni saagento da-

fuZnebis dRidan aris dakavebuli. swored esaa 

Cveni saqme, rom davakvirdeT ramdenad asrule-

ben wevri saxelmwifoebi aRebul valdebule-

bebs da rogor aisaxeba es maT erovnul kanon-

mdeblobaze. 

me: batono qerum, evrokavSiri CarTulia ru-

seT-saqarTvelos Soris mimdinare samSvidobo 

procesSi. saqarTvelo evropul da evro-at-

lantikur institutebSi integraciis survils 

gamoTqvams. politikosebi acxadeben, rom saqa-

rTvelos am struqturebSi integracia damokide-

buli iqneba arsebuli konfliqtebis mogvareba-

ze. rogor afasebT adamianis uflebebis rols am 

procesebTan mimarTebaSi?  

mq: mSvidobas didi mniSvneloba aqvs qveynis 

ganviTarebisa da mis evrokavSirTan daaxloeba-

Si. Tumca, ZiriTadi evropuli Rirebulebebisa 

da zogadad demokratiuli faseulobebis dam-

kvidreba yvelaze aucilebeli kriteriumia. 

rac mTavaria am faseulobebze saubari arafers 

niSnavs – mTavaria maTi damkvidreba. am kon-

teqstSi ki, umciresobebis uflebebis gaTval-

iswineba metad mniSvnelovani sakiTxia. qveynis 

evrokavSirTan daaxloeba, swored am procesis  

mixedviT moxdeba.     

esaubra paata sabelaSvili
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In terms of legislation, the situation for LGBT people 
sharply improved in Western Europe and the USA in the 
1990s. Many European countries not only annulled dis-
criminatory legislation, they also passed new laws al-
lowing same-sex partnership, marriage and adoption, 
to say nothing of anti-discriminatory legislation. These 
changes came about thanks to the battle for equality 
that LGBT rights organizations have been waging for 
years. 

In contrast to European countries and the USA - 
where the demand for social and political changes 
has come from members of society themselves and the 
state merely carries out their will – for countries which 
acceded the EU relatively late or still aspire to join, the 
changes needed to bring local legislation into line with 
EU values are generally implemented on the basis of 
Council of Europe recommendations or under pressure 
from international organizations. Therefore, in such 
cases, the state plays the decisive role in protecting 
the rights of minorities and leads the country forward 
in this respect. Given this context, the battle for LGBT 
rights demands that local organizations pursue differ-
ent strategies and tactics based on their location. How-
ever, the rich experience of civic and political activism 
which the LGBT movement has acquired over its short 
history is still relevant for organizations wherever they 
operate. 

Restrictions of space prevent us from completely cov-
ering all aspects of the history of the LGBT movement, 
so this article will confine itself mainly to discussing 
how the movement developed early on, placing a spe-
cial focus on the USA, where the LGBT movement was 
the most diverse and the biggest in scope. 

BEGINNINGS OF THE HOMOPHILE MOVE-
MENT 

German researcher Magnus Hirschfeld (1868-
1935), one of the founders of the Institute for Sexual 
research (Institut für Sexualwissenschaft), is widely 
regarded as a pioneer in the battle for gay rights. 
Hirschfeld first touched on gayness as a manifesta-
tion of human sexuality in his 1886 essay “Sappho 

samarTlebrivi regulirebis TvalsazrisiT, 

90-iani wlebidan lgbt adamianTa mdgomareo-

ba mkveTrad gaumjobesda dasavleT evropis 

qveynebsa da amerikaSi. evropuli qveynebis 

didma nawilma araTu gaauqma diskriminaciuli 

kanonebi, aramed SeimuSava axalic _ erTsqe-

siani partniorobis, qorwinebisa Tu Svilad 

ayvanis Sesaxeb, rom aRaraferi vTqvaT an-

tidiskriminaciul aqtebze. am cvlilebebs win 

lgbt organizaciebis mravalwliani brZola 

uZRvis TanasworuflebianobisaTvis, romelic 

dResac grZeldeba. 

evropis qveynebsa da amerikaSi, sadac so-

cialur-politikuri cvlilebebis moTxov-

na Tavad sazogadoebis wevrebisagan modis, 

saxelmwifo mxolod am dakveTis Semsrule-

blad gvevlineba. xolo qveynebSi, romlebic 

mogvianebiT miuerTdnen evrokavSirs, an mi-

iswrafvian amisaken, rogorc wesi, deklari-

rebul faseulobebTan kanonmdeblobis Se-

sabamisobaSi moyvana evrosabWos sxvadasxva 

rekomendaciebis safuZvelze an sxva saer-

TaSoriso organizaciebis zewolis qveS 

xdeba. amgvarad, nebiT Tu uneblied, gadam-

wyvet rols umciresobaTa dacvis saqmeSi 

saxelmwifo asrulebs, romelsac win mihyavs 

sazogadoeba da qveyana. am konteqstis gaT-

valiswinebiT, lgbt uflebebisaTvis brZola 

adgilobrivi organizaciebisagan gansxvave-

bul strategiebsa da taqtikas moiTxovs. Tum-

ca, samoqalaqo da politikuri aqtivobis mdi-

dari gamocdileba, romelic lgbt moZraobis 

arcTu ise didi istoriis ganmavlobaSi dag-

rovda, mniSvnelovania msoflios sxvadasxva 

kuTxeSi moqmedi organizaciisaTvis. 

Jurnalis moculoba saSualebas ar iZleva 

srulad ganvixiloT lgbt moZraobis istoriis 

yvela aspeqti, amitomac statiaSi ZiriTadad 

moZraobis dawyebis winapirobiTa da  poli-

tikuri aqtivobiT SemovifargleT, aqcenti 

ki amerikaze aviReT, sadac lgbt moZraoba 

yvelaze ufro masStaburi da mravalferovani 

iyo. 
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and Socrates”. Together with a group of like-minded 
people, he established the Scientific Humanitarian 
Committee, the first ever gay rights organization in 
world history, in 1887. Aside from its broad scholarly 
activity, one of the main aims of the committee was 
to achieve the repeal of “Paragraph 175”1 . Hirschfeld 
published a relevant appeal to the Reichstag in 1897, 
though it was accepted for consideration only 25 
years later, in 1922. The legislative body then refused 
to enter changes into the law. 

In spite of this discriminatory provision, the gay commu-
nity in Weimar Germany felt relatively at ease. Information 
about gay issues was freely disseminated through the press 
and, until the Nazis came to power, Berlin enjoyed the repu-
tation of Europe’s most gay-friendly city. This period was also 
signifi cant in terms of the development of a lesbian subcul-
ture. 

After suff ering defeat in World War I, the German political 
spectrum became sharply polarized. The liberals, who did 
not have a clear plan for delivering the country from crisis, 
were defeated and the Nazis rose to power. 

Unfortunately, Germany was not the only country where 
totalitarian ideology won out. Totalitarianism’s traditionally 
hostile attitude towards those who are “diff erent” had a dev-
astating and tragic impact on many people. Oppression and 
persecution of LGBT people reached unprecedented levels 
in Germany and the Soviet Union.2 By the end of World War 
II, homosexuals were one of the most repressed and vulner-
able social groups in Europe. 

FROM WORLD WAR II TO STONEWALL

The post-World War II period is widely regarded as 
the beginning of a new era in the political and legal 
modernization of Western civilization. Civilized soci-

homofiliuri moZraobis dasawyisi

geebis uflebebisaTvis brZolis pionerad seqsual-

uri mecnierebaTa institutis erT-erTi damaarsebeli 

magnus hirSfeldi miiCneva. 1886 wels gamoqveynebul 

eseSi “safo da sokrate”, hirSfeldi pirvelad Seexo 

homoseqsualobas, rogorc adamianis seqsualobis erT-

erT gamovlinebas da amdenad, mecnieruli kvlevis sa-

gans. TanamoazreebTan erTad, 1887 wels hirSfeldi 

qmnis “samecniero-humanitarul komitets”, romelic 

geebis uflebaTadamcveli pirveli organizaciaa is-

toriaSi. farTo saganmanaTleblo muSaobis garda, 

komitetis erT-erT mTavar mizans `175 paragrafis~1  

gauqmeba warmoadgenda. hirSfeldis peticia raixstag-

ma misi gamoqveynebidan mxolod 25 wlis gasvlis Sem-

deg, 1922 wels miiRo gansaxilvelad, Tumca, uari Tqva 

kanonSi saTanado cvlilebebis Setanaze.  

arsebuli kanonis miuxedavad, im periodisaTvis 

vaimaris respublikaSi gei sazogadoeba sakmaod Tavi-

suflad grZnobda Tavs. informacia lgbt sazogadoe-

bis Sesaxeb Tavisuflad vrceldeboda presis meSveo-

biT. xelisuflebaSi nacistebis mosvlamde, berlini 

evropis gei dedaqalaqis reputaciiT sargeblobda. 

ganviTarebis TvalsazrisiT, es periodi mniSvnelovani 

iyo lesbosuri subkulturisTvisac. 

pirvel msoflio omSi damarcxebis Semdeg, germaniis 

politikuri speqtri mkveTrad polarizebuli gaxda. 

liberalebma, romelTac ar gaaCndaT qveynis krizisi-

dan gamoyvanis myari gegma, marcxi ganicades. qveynis 

saTaveSi nacistebi movidnen. 

samwuxarod, germania erTaderTi qveyana ar aRmoCnda 

evropaSi, sadac totalitarulma ideologiam gaimar-

jva. totalitaruli reJimebisaTvis damaxasiaTebeli 

damokidebuleba “gansxvavebulobis” mimarT, mravali 

adamianisaTvis tragikuli aRmoCnda. germaniasa da sab-

WoTa kavSirSi ki homoseqsualTa devna-Seviwrovebam 

uprecedento masStabebi miiRo.2  meore msoflio omis 

dasasruls homoseqsualebi erT-erT yvelaze uufle-

bo, mowyvlad socialur jgufs warmoadgendnen.

meore msoflio omidan stounvolamde

meore msoflio omis Semdgomi periodi dasavluri 

civilizaciis politikursa da samarTlebriv mod-

ernizaciis procesSi axali eris dasawyisad SeiZle-

ba CaiTvalos. civilizebulma sazogadoebam kargad 

gaacnobiera, Tu ras uqadis msoflios antiliberal-

izmi. gaeros wesdebaSi gacxadebuli adamianis ufle-

bebi, adamianis pirovnuli Rirseba da faseuloba, qa-
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ety had learned firsthand what anti-liberalism has in 
store for the world. The human rights outlined in the 
UN Charter, the dignity and worth of the individual, 
the notion of equal rights for men and women and 
equality between large and small nations laid the 
foundation for a new world order. 

The gay and lesbian liberation movement, which 
began in Europe and the USA after World War II, con-
tained several different schools of thought since its 
inception. First and foremost, it was a movement for 
sexual freedom, for the right to be different; and sec-
ondly, it was a political movement to get LGBT peo-
ple to view themselves as a social minority and fight 
for equal rights. Third, it was an ideological move-
ment focused on changing the existing principles 
and social-moral values on which society is based. 

Almost immediately after the World War II, in 1946, 
the Dutch organization COC Netherlands is formed 
to be the oldest active organization until now. Be-
sides contributing to the emancipation of the soci-
ety, one of its goals was to provide for the organiza-
tion of safe leisure activities for gays and lesbians, 
that itself was a problematic issue back then. In 1950, 
Swedish organization is established as well (Swedish 
Federation for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgen-
der Rights, RFSL).  

Though the movement was international, it gained 
particular steam in America, the richest and most 
culturally diverse country in the West, where there 
was a long tradition of fighting for the rights of cul-
tural and religious minorities. 

BEFORE STONEWALL

Postwar America became an arena for several power-
ful democratic movements – the fi ght for the civil rights 
of African-Americans, the women’s movement, the anti-
war movement and the student movement. This, coupled 
with the fi ndings of Alfred Kinsey’s research into human 
sexuality, allowed gays and lesbians to view their situa-
tion from a diff erent angle and encouraged them to fi ght 
for their rights. The fi rst US homophile organization, the 
Mattachine Society, was formed in the 1950s. The founder 
and leader of the group, Harry Hay – who was also a mem-
ber of the US Communist Party – initially tried to link the 
sexual liberation movement with the Marxist ideals of the 
workers’ movement. But his eff orts to this end failed and 
a few years later, the Mattachine Society shifted its focus 
towards the total assimilation of gays and lesbians into so-

lTa da mamakacTa Tanasworuflebianoba da didi da 

patara erebis Tanasworoba axali msoflio wesrigis 

safuZvlad iqna miCneuli. 

geebisa da lesboselebis ganmaTavisuflebeli moZ-

raoba, romelic meore msoflio omis Semdgom daiwyo 

evropasa da amerikaSi, Tavidanve moicavda ramden-

ime gansxvavebul mimdinareobas: moZraoba seqsual-

uri TavisuflebisaTvis, uflebisaTvis yofiliyavi 

gansxvavebuli; politikuri moZraoba lgbt jgufis 

gaazrebisa socialuri umciresobad da Sesabamisad, 

brZola maTi Tanasworuflebianobisa da samoqa-

laqo uflebebisaTvis; _ ideuri moZraoba, romelic 

sazogadoebis organizebis gansazRvruli principeb-

sa da socialur-zneobrivi faseulobebis Secvlaze 

akeTebda aqcents. 

TiTqmis omis damTavrebisTanave, 1946 wels, holan-

diaSi iqmneba erT-erTi uZvelesi lgbt organizacia 

“si-ou-si nederland” (COC Nederland). sazogadoebis 

socialuri emansipaciis procesSi sakuTari wvli-

lis Setanisa garda, organizaciis erT-erTi mTavari 

mizani gei da lesboseli adamianebisaTvis usafrTxo 

garemosa da Tavisufali drois gatarebis organizeba 

iyo, rac im droisaTvis sakmaod problemuri gaxl-

daT. 1950 wels homoseqsualTa uflebebis damcveli 

organizacia SvedeTSi fuZndeba (RFSL). 
miuxedavad imisa, rom moZraoba internacionaluri 

iyo, gansakuTrebuli gaqaneba man amerikaSi miiRo, 

dasavleTis samyaros yvelazed mdidar da kulturu-

lad mravalferovan qveyanaSi, sadac ukve arsebobda 

kulturuli da religiuri umciresobebis uflebebi-

saTvis brZolis tradiciebi. 

stounvolamde

omis Semdgomi amerika ramdenime mZlavri demokra-

tiuli moZraobis arena gaxda – brZola SavkanianTa 

samoqalaqo uflebebisaTvis, qalTa moZraoba, antisao-

mari moZraoba da studenturi moZraoba. mniSvnelovani 

biZgi misca moZraobas qinsis kvlevebis Sedegebmac. am 

yvelaferma sxvagvarad daanaxa geebsa da lesboselebs 

situacia da ubiZga maT sakuTari uflebebisaTvis 

brZolisaken.

pirveli homofiluri moZraoba amerikaSi 50-ian 

wlebSi gaCnda. jgufis damfuZnebeli da lideri hari 

hei, romelic aSS-s komunisturi partiis wevric iyo, 

Tavdapirvelad cdilobda seqsualuri gaTavisu-

flebis moZraoba muSaTa moZraobis marqsistul idee-

bTan daekavSirebina. Tumca, am ideam ar gaamarTla 

da ramdenime welSi, “mataCinebis sazogadoebas” mkve-
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ciety “with due consideration to the support and preser-
vation of all American values”. As a result, the movement 
gained a more respectable image in the eyes of the mid-
dle class, though at the same time it lost its momentum.

Formally, the Mattachine Society included lesbians as 
well, though gay men predominated. Lesbians justifi ably 
thought that such an organization would either not suf-
fi ciently take their interests into account or fail to do so. 
In 1955, Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon founded the fi rst les-
bian organization in America, the Daughters of Bilitis. Like 
the Mattachine Society, the organization was of an overall 
leftist nature. 

In the 1960s, as liberal movements across the board 
were gaining strength, the battle for the rights of gays 
and lesbians became more radical. Mattachine’s new lead-
er, Frank Kemeny, maintained that the movement should 
not politely ask society to take a kinder view, but rather 
fi ght for civil rights alongside other minorities. This radi-
calism later led to a schism in the homophile movement. 

Liberal leaders who tried to convince society of their 
own inoff ensiveness found themselves marginalized and 
they gradually became irrelevant as newer leaders en-

Trad liberaluri mimarTuleba Camouyalibda, rom-

lis mTavr mizansac geebisa da lesboselebis sruli 

asimilacia warmoadgenda `yvela amerikuli faseulo-

bebis mxardaWerisa da SenarCunebis gaTvaliswinebiT~. 

Sedegad, saSualo fenis TvaliT, moZraobam ufro re-

speqtabeluri saxe SesZina, Tumca, masobrivi xasiaTi 

dakarga.

formalurad `mataCinebis sazogadoeba~ geebis 

garda, lesboselebsac warmoadgenda, Tumca, masSi 

mamakacebi sWarbobdnen. lesboselebi samarTlianad 

Tvlidnen, rom aseTi organizacia saTanadod ver asax-

avda da ar iTvaliswinebda maT problemebs. 1955 wels 

del martinisa da filis laionis TaosnobiT daarsda 

pirveli lesbosuri organizacia amerikaSi _ `biliti-

sis qaliSvilebi~. `mataCinebis sazogadoebis~ msgavsad, 

maTi organizacia moZraobis liberalur frTas ekuT-

vnoda. 

60-iani wlebidan, demokratiuli moZraobis zogadi 

gaZlierebis fonze, geebisa da lesboselTa uflebebi-

saTvis brZolam ufro radikaluri xasiaTi miiRo. misi 

axali lideri, frank kemeni amtkicebda, rom sazoga-

doebisagan gulmowyaleba ki ar unda eTxovaT, aramed 

ebrZolaT samoqalaqo uflebebisaTvis sxva umcireso-

bebTan erTad. amgvarma radikalizmma ganxeTqileba 

gamoiwvia homofiliur moZraobaSi.

liberaluri yaidis liderebi, romlebic cdi-

lobdnen sazogadoeba sakuTar uwyinarobaSi daerw-

munebinaT, meore flangze aRmoCndnen da TandaTan 

gauCinardnen. axali liderebi ki aqtiur moqmedebaze 

gadavidnen. regularulad awyobdnen  mitingebsa da 

saprotesto demonstraciebs, ar eridebodnen poli-

ciasTan Setakebasac. 60-iani wlebis miwuruls, did 

qalaqebSi gei-lesbi mioZraoba im droisaTvis popu-

larul hipebisa da bitnikebis moZraobasTan gadai-

kveTa, ramac kidev ufro gazarda maTi masStaburoba.

liberaluridan radikalur moZraobaze gadasvlis 

simbolur zRvarad stounvolis amboxia miCneuli.3  am 

stiqiurma buntma geebsa da lesboselebs daanaxa, rom 

maT aqvT Zala, magram realuri cvlilebebis misaRw-

evaT ufro organizebuli da koordinirebuli moq-

medeba sWirdebaT. 

stounvolis Semdeg4 

1969 wels, stounvolis amboxebis Semdeg, niu 

iorkelma aqtivistebma axali politikuri orga-

nizacia, geebis ganmaTavisuflebeli fronti (Gay 
Liberation Front) daaarses, romelmac moqmedebis ufro 

radikalur gza airCia. sul male, organizaciebi imave 

dasaxelebiT amoqmedda amerikis sxvadasxva qalaqeb-

Tema / THEME

d
i
a
n
a
 d

e
v
i
s
i
, 
d
e
m
o
n
s
t
r
a
c
i
a
, 
j
o
r
j
 v

a
S
i
n
g
t
o
n
i
s
 x

i
d
i
, 
n
i
u
 i

o
r
k
i
, 
1
9
7
3
 w

l
i
s
 m

a
i
s
i

D
ia

na
 D

av
ie

s, 
 G

eo
rg

e 
W

as
hi

ng
to

n 
Br

id
ge

 d
em

on
st

ra
tio

n 
de

m
on

st
ra

tio
n,

 N
ew

 Y
or

k,
 1

97
3 

M
ay

22 



gaged in more radical activism. They regularly held rallies 
and protest demonstrations and did not avoid clashing 
with police. By the late 1960s, the gay and lesbian move-
ment in large cities had largely merged with hippy and 
beatnik movements, which helped it expand even further. 

The Stonewall riots  of 1969 were a watershed of sorts 
for the gay rights movement, particularly in terms of 
the switch from gentle to radical tactics.3 The rebellion 
showed gays and lesbians that they have power, but also 
illustrated the need for better organization and coordina-
tion in order to achieve real change. 

AFTER STONEWALL4 

In 1969, shortly after the Stonewall riots, New York LGBT 
activists founded a new political organization, the Gay Lib-
eration Front (GLF), which chose a more radical path than 
some of its predecessors. Soon, local branches of the GLF 
sprang up across the USA, Canada, the UK and Australia. 
From its inception, the GLF sought to forge alliances with 
other groups that are subjected to discrimination which 
likewise pursued radical tactics. A few years later, how-
ever, the GLF disbanded due to internal bickering. Some 
members of the GLF then formed a new organization, the 
Gay Activists Alliance, which focused exclusively on gay 
rights. The GAA brought together the experiences of dif-
ferent facets of the gay movement and focused equally 
on get-out-the-vote campaigns and lobbying. 

The GLF and GAA pursued diff ering and contradictory 
strategies. GLF members believed that it was necessary to 
fi ght for equal rights for LGBT people, though they found 
it inadmissible to avoid tackling other forms of discrimina-
tion like racism and sexism. 

Among the critics of the organization were lesbian 
feminists (such as Charlotte Bunch, Rita Mae Brown and 
Adrienne Rich), who not only demanded the full involve-

Si, kanadaSi, did britaneTsa da avstraliaSi. GLF–ma 
daarsebisTanave daiwyo politikuri mokavSireebis 

Zebna sxva diskriminirebul jgufebSi, romlebic 

aseve brZolis radikalur meTodebs mimarTavdnen. 

ramdenime welSi, Sida uTanxmoebis gamo, jgufma Sew-

yvita arseboba. GLF wevrTa erTma nawilma axali or-

ganizacia, “gei aqtivistebis aliansi” (GAA) daafuZna, 

romelic mxolod geebis uflebebze iyo fokusire-

buli. GAA-m gaaerTiana gei moZraobis gamocdileba 

da Tanabrad gadaanawila aqtivoba xmis micemasa da 

lobirebaze.

am politikuri organizaciebis strategia gansx-

vavebuli da winaaRmdegobrivi iyo. GLF-is wevrebi 

Tvlidnen, rom uflebebisaTvis brZola aucilebeli 

iyo, Tumca dauSveblad miiCnevdnen gverdi aevloT 

amerikul sazogadoebaSi arsebuli sxva fundamentu-

ri problemebisaTvis _ rasizmisaTvis, seqsizmisaTvis 

da sxv. 

moZraobis kritikosTa ricxvSi iyvnen lesboseli 

feministebic (Sarlota banCi, rita mei brauni, adrian 

riCi da sxvebi, romlebic iTxovdnen ara mxolod qa-

lebis absolutur CarTulobas moZraobaSi, aramed 

SeimuSaves politikuri Teoria, romlis mixedviTac 

seqsizmisa da homofobiis bazisad sazogadoebis mow-

yobis patriarqaluri sistemas, kolonializmsa da 

kapitalizms miiCnevdnen.5  

gei moZraoba axal safexurze gadavida da or-

ganizaciebis winaSe sxva moTxovnebi waayena. 1973 

wels dafuZnda geebisa da lesboselTa nacional-

uri samuSao jgufi, (NGLTF), romelmac, Zalisxmeva, 

diskriminaciis yvela doneze aRmofxvrasTan erTad, 

homoseqsualobis depaTologizaciisakenac mimarTa.6 

isini pirvelebi iyvnen, vinc yuradReba gaamaxvila 

siZulviliT motivirebul danaSaulebebze seqsual-

uri orientaciis niadagze da maTi aRnusxva daiwyo. 

`adamianis uflebaTa kampaniasTan~ erTad (HRC), NGLTF 
dRemde erT-erT yvelaze respeqtabelur da angariS-

gasawev lgbt organizaciad iTvleba amerikis politi-

kuri istebliSmentisaTvis. organizaciam SeZlo lgbt 

aqtivistTa qselis Seqmna qveyanaSi. aqtiur politika-

Si mosvlis mizniT SeimuSaves specialuri programebi 

amomrCevlebTan samuSaod. homoseqsual kandidatebs, 

romlebic sajarod aRiarebdnen sakuTar orienta-

cias saarCevno kampaniis dagegmvasa da warmarTvaSi ex-

marebodnen, cdilobdnen gaemyarebinaT kavSirebi sxva 

politikosebTanac. 

moqmedebis gansxvavebuli taqtika airCia `kampaniam 

adamianis uflebebisaTvis~ (HRC), romelic 1980 wels 

Tema / THEME

d
i
a
n
a
 d

e
v
i
s
i
 T

im
e-

Li
fe

 B
ui

ld
in

g-
i
s

 p
i
k
e
t
i
r
e
b
i
s
a
s
, 
n
i
u
 i

o
r
k
i
, 
1
9
6
9

D
ia

na
 D

av
ie

s 
pi

ck
et

in
g 

at
 th

e 
Ti

m
e-

Li
fe

 B
ui

ld
in

g,
 N

ew
 Y

or
k,

 1
96

9

23 



ment of women in the movement, but also elaborated 
their own political theory according to which the patri-
archal system, colonialism and capitalism were viewed as 
the basis for sexism and homophobia.5

The gay movement reached a new level and presented 
new demands. In 1973 the National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force (NGLTF) was founded. Its chief aims were to elimi-
nate discrimination at all levels and get homosexuality 
removed from the American Psychological Association’s 
list of psychological pathologies . They were the fi rst to 
draw attention to hate crimes based on sexual orientation 
and began documenting cases. Together with the Hu-
man Rights Campaign (HRC) , the NGLTF remains among 
the most respectable and infl uential organizations of the 
American political establishment. The organization man-
aged to create a network of LGBT activist groups through-
out the country. 

With the aim of actively engaging in politics, they 
elaborated special voter outreach programmes. The 
group helped openly gay candidates with their cam-
paigns and sought to establish alliances with other 
politicians. By the early 1980s, the Democratic Party’s 
platform was already calling for anti-discrimination 
legislation on the basis of sexual orientation. 

In 1992, Bill Clinton was the fi rst presidential candi-
date to publicly acknowledge importance of the LGBT 
community as a voting bloc. He failed, however, to fully 
follow through on his campaign promise to repeal the 
discriminatory law that prohibits gays and lesbians from 
serving in the US armed forces. In 1994, Congress reached 
agreement on a policy known as “Don’t ask, don’t tell” 7, a 
compromise variant that LGBT voters found unsatisfying. 
During the last presidential campaign, candidate Hillary 
Clinton had to give uncomfortable explanations for the 
move a number of times. 

So far, Barack Obama’s campaign promises have been 
backed up by his political career and his image as “the 
most liberal democrat”. The elimination of discrimination 
against LGBT people and their integration into society – 
issues Obama frequently raised during the campaign – 
have been listed among the top civil rights priorities on 
his agenda, as posted on the White House website.8 

 In the West today the LGBT community is an important 
social and political force. They eff ectively use advocacy and 
lobby their interests. Groups tasked with working on this is-
sue have been set up in a number of countries’ parliaments 
and the number of openly gay politicians has incased across 
the board. Nevertheless, the frequency of hate crimes and 
the persistence of homophobia continue to remind us that 

Camoyalibda lgbt adamianebis mimarT toler-

antulad ganwyobili kongresmeni kandidatebis 

mxardasaWerad. organizacia lobirebs kanonpro-

eqtebs, romelic xels uwyobs lgbt adamianebis 

samarTlebrivi mdgomareobis gaumjobesebasa da 

diskriminaciisagan dacvas. tolerantulad ganw-

yobili kandidatebis saarCevno kampaniis finans-

uri mxardaWeris garda, organizacia aqtiurad 

muSaobs samoqalaqo aqtivistTa mobilizaciaze 

saarCevno periodebSi. lgbt sakiTxebze sajaro 

pirebisa da politikosebis gamonaTqvamebsa da 

gadawyvetilebebis mudmivi monitoringis safuZ-

velze, adgens reitings, romelic xelmisawvdomia 

maTi veb-gverdis momxmareblisaTvis. es exmareba 

dainteresebul pirebs gaakeTon swori arCevani.

80-iani wlebis dasawyisSi demokratebis plat-

forma ukve iTvaliswinebda diskriminaciasTan 

brZolas seqsualuri orientaciis niadagze. bil 

klintoni pirveli prezidentobis kandidati iyo, 

romelmac sajarod scno lgbt sazogadoebis, 

rogorc amomrCevlis mniSvneloba. winasaarCevno 

dapirebebis miuxedavad, klintonma ver SeZlo 

Seecvala diskriminaciuli kanoni, romelic gee-

bsa da lesboselebs ukrZalavda aSS-s samxedro 

ZalebSi samsaxurs. 1994 wels kongresSi miRweu-

li SeTanxmeba `nu SeekiTxebi, nu ityvi~,7 ara-

damakmayofilebel kompromisad iqna miCneuli. 

bolo saprezidento arCevnebis dros, hilari 

klintons ara erTxel mouwia Tavis marTlebam am 

kompromisis gamo. 

barak obamas winasaarCevno dapirebebs zurgs 

jer-jerobiT misi politikuri kariera da 

`yvelaze ufro liberali demokratis~ imiji 

umagrebs. xolo lgbt adamianebis diskriminaciis 

daZlevisa da maTi sazogadoebaSi integrirebis 

amocanebma, romlebzec ase xSirad saubrobda 

obama winasaarCevno periodSi, TeTri saxlis 

oficialuri veb-gverdze samoqalaqo uflebebis 

dRis wesrigSi gadainacvla.8  

dRes dasavleTSi lgbt sazogadoeba mniSvnelo-

van socialur da politikur Zalas warmoadgens. 

isini efeqturad iyeneben advokaciisa da lobi-

rebis meTodebs. bevri qveynis parlamentSi Seqm-

nilia am sakiTxze momuSave jgufebi, gaizarda 

im politikosTa ricxvi, vinc Riad acxadebs sa-

kuTari orientaciis Sesaxeb. miuxedavad amisa, 

bolo wlebSi siZulvilis niadagze Cadenili da-

naSaulebaTa ricxvi da homofobiis gamovlinebis 

sixSire kidev erTxel gvaxsenebs, rom `emansipa-
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“emancipation is a political, not evolutionary process” and 
that achievements reached in some areas do not necessarily 
indicate that these processes are irreversible.9  

Eka Aghdgomelashvili

cia evoluciuri ki ara, politikuri procesia~ 

da erTxel miRweuli Sedegi sulac ar ganapiro-

bebs am procesebis Seuqcevad bunebas.9                  

eka aRdgomelaSvili
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wyaroebi:/Sources:
Н.А. Алексеев. Правовое ррегулирование положения сексуальных меншинств.
И.С. Кон. Любовь небесного цвета. Санкт-Петербург. 2001.
On-line Encyclopedia of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Culture A. Hunnicutt. Germany. www.glbtq.com
On-line Encyclopedia of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Culture. Vicki L. Eaklor. Gay Rights Movement, U.S. www.glbtq.com

SeniSvnebi

1. “175 paragrafi” 1871 wels gaCnda germaniis sisxlis samarTlis kodeqsSi da iTvaliswinebda sasjels mamakacTa Soris homoseqsualuri 

urTierTobisaTvis. 1935 wels, paragrafis axal formulireba iTvaliswinebda sasjels ara mxolod analuri seqsisaTvis, rogorc manamde, 

aramed kocnisa da urTierTmasturbaciisTvisac. germaniis federaciul respublikaSi kanonma aseTi saxiT 1969, germaniis demokratiul re-

spublikaSi ki 1968 wlamde iarseba.  saboloo gadawyvetileba gauqmebaze mxolod 1994 wels iqna miRebuli, germaniis gaerTianebis Semdeg.    

2. Cveni Jurnalis wina nomrebSi ramdenime statia daeTmo homoseqsualTa devna-Seviwrovebas totalitaruli reJimis pirobebSi (#5, 8)

3. Jurnali me (#1,5)

4. stounvolis amboxsa da stounvolis Semdgomi lgbt moZraobis aqtivobam gamoZaxili evropaSic hpova. 1978 wels, geebisa da lesboselebis 

saerTaSoriso asociacia ilga (International Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA)) Seiqmna, romelic dReisaTvis 670-mde organizacias aer-

Tianebs msoflios 110 qveynidan. 1990 wels Seiqmna kidev erTi saerTaSoriso uflebaTadamcveli organizacia – “geebisa da lesboselebis 

adamianTa uflebebis saerTaSoriso komisia” - International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission – IGLHRC. 

5. 70-iani wlebi erTgvari gardatexis periodia radikaluri feminizmis istoriaSic.

6. 1973 wels, amerikis fsiqiatrTa asociaciam (APA) sabolood amoiRo homoseqsualoba fsiqikur daavadebaTa CamonaTvalidan.

7. aRniSnuli SeTanxmeba erTi mxriv, armiaSi momsaxure personals ukrZalavda Riad gaecxadebina sakuTari homoseqsualuri orientaciis 

Sesaxeb, meore mxriv, xelmZRvanelobas ar hqonda ufleba ekiTxa vinmesTvis amis Taobaze.   

8. http://www.whitehouse.gov/agenda/civil_rights/

9. Peter Rehberg. Homophobie ist machbar. http://www.freitag.de/2007/26/07261101.php

NOTES

 1. “Paragraph 175, which envisaged punishment for male homosexual relations, was entered into the German Criminal Code in 1871. In 1935, the new wording of 

the provision envisaged punishment not only for anal sex (as was the case before), but also for kissing and mutual masturbation. The law existed in this form in West 

Germany until 1969 and in East Germany until 1968. The fi nal decision to eliminate the provision altogether was taken only in 1994, after the German reunifi cation. 

 2.  The topic of persecution of homosexuals under totalitarian regimes has been the focus of several articles in past issues of our magazine. (#5,8)

 3. See Me (#1, 5)

 4. The Stonewall riots and the subsequent intensifi ed activities of the LGBT movement in the USA found resonance in Europe as well. The International Lesbian and 

Gay Association was (ILGA) founded in 1978. It currently brings together over 670 organizations worldwide. 

5. In 1973, the APA fi nally did remove homosexuality from the list of psychiatric ailments. 

6. The Human Rights Campaign was formed in 1980 in order to provide support to pro-gay congressional candidates. The organization lobbies bills that facilitate 

the improvement of LGBT people’s legal situation and protection from discrimination. In addition to fi nancing gay-friendly candidates’ election campaigns, the orga-

nization works actively on mobilizing activists to get out the vote. HRC monitors statements and voting records of politicians and public fi gures and issues a rating 

gauging their support for gay interests. This rating helps voters make their choice. Senator Barack Obama’s rating for 2006 was 86 on a scale of 100. HRC also writes 

and sends collective letters to legislators. 

7. Under the policy, army personnel are prohibited from openly discussing their homosexual orientation while, on the other hand, the military leadership does not 

have the rights to ask servicemen about their orientation. 

8. http://www.whitehouse.gov/agenda/civil_rights

9. Peter Rehberg. Homophobie ist machbar. http://www.freitag.de/2007/26/07261101.php
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The justified outrage that part of society felt over the 
article “Failed discussion”, which highlighted xenopho-
bic remarks by the deputy director-general of the Public 
Broadcaster and was published in the December issue 
of Tskheli Shokoladi (Hot Chocolate) magazine, has 
been largely overshadowed by the scandal surround-
ing the channel’s “10 Greatest Georgians” programme. 
Sadly, it emerged that there is a rather small number of 
people who, alongside valuing the importance of free-
dom of expression, also appreciate the dangers posed 
by officials and politicians who speak in the language 
of hate. Lela Gaprindashvili’s article, which relates to 
this matter, was first published in Solidarity magazine’s 
February 2009 issue. I think the article will be of interest 
for readers of our magazine. 

They say the parliament distributed turkeys to 
1,000 Georgian intellectuals as a present for New 
Year’s and gave priests jeeps before the last election. 

I was not surprised that the government would 
make such a gesture, but the behaviour of the re-
cipients plunged me into despair. The only thing that 
gave me comfort was the fact that I was in no danger 

amboben, rom aTasma qarTvelma inteligentma, 

sakanonmdeblo organosgan, saaxalwlo saCuqari, 

indauri, miiRo. swored ise, rogorc arCevnebis 

win mRvdelmTavrebma _ jipebi.

xelisuflebis mxridan aseTi ZRvenis SeTavazeba 

ar gamkvirvebia, magram mimRebTa saqcielma saso-

warkveTilebaSi Camagdo. Tavi mxolod imiT davimS-

vide, rom msgavsi safrTxe me ar melodeba. da Tu 

odesme `rCeulebSi~ Camweres da raime misaxsovres, 

neta icodes, ra elodeba im adamians, vinc am no-

baTiT xelSi gamomecxdeba: iseT dRes davayri, rom 

mRvdeli diakvnad moeCveneba!

sanam elitaruli indauri `eris saukeTeso 

nawilis~ qvabebSi TuxTuxebda, pirveli arxis gen-

eralurma prodiuserma, giorgi Wanturiam, uni-

kaluri nobaTi mogvarTva: `saqarTvelos moqa-

laqeebisadmi TanagrZnobiTa da siyvaruliT savse” 

frazebi, sadac igi gansxvavebuli SesaZleblobebis 

adamianebs `xeibrebad~ moixseniebs, homoseqsua-

lebs _ `pidarastebad~, tolerantoba `korkotas~ 

ZmabiWuri SeZaxilebi hgonia, xolo pirveli arx-

is ganaxleba - gogo-biWebiT misi dakompleqteba. 

Tanac, darwmunebulia, rom sicocxle mxolod 

To kill a mockingbird
nu moklav jafaras!

dekembris “cxel SokoladSi” gamoqveynebul “arSemdgar diskusiaSi” sazogadoebrivi mauwye-

blis generaluri prodiuseris qsenofobiuri gamonaTqvamebze samoqalaqo sazogadoebis erTi 

nawilis gulwrfeli aRSfoTeba “didi aTeulis” garSemo atexilma aJiotaJma gadafara. Tumca, im 

adamianTa jgufi, vinc sityvisa da gamoxatvis Tavisuflebis mniSvnelobasTan erTad kargad ac-

nobiereben im safrTxesac, romelsac “siZulvilis eniT” mosaubre Cinovnikebi Tu politikosebi 

warmoadgenen, gacilebiT mcirericxovani aRmoCnda. 

lela gafrindaSvilis statia, romelic am or movlenas exmaureba, pirvelad  Jurnal “solida-

robaSi” gamoqveynda (#1(28)’09). vfiqrob, es statia aranakleb aqtualuria Cveni Jurnalis mkiTx-

velisTvisac. 



of receiving such gifts. And if anyone ever counts me 
among the “chosen” and pays tribute to me in such a 
way, let them know I will make them wish they were 
never born!

While those elite turkeys were boiling in the pots 
of the “best part of the nation”, the Public Broadcast-
er’s general producer and deputy director-general, 
Giorgi Chanturia, was preparing a special gift for 
us: phrases “full of love and sympathy for Georgian 
citizens” in which he refers to disabled persons as 
“cripples” and homosexuals as “pederasts”. It seems 
that this young man thinks that tolerance means 
simply shouts of friendliness and brotherliness and 
that “revitalizing” public TV means staffing it with 
little boys and girls. He’s convinced that adding “life” 
to the channel means employing only young people 
and “killing” the rest, especially older women in order 
to breath “life” into the island of youth that is the TV 
station. “This TV station is alive. Our main task was to 
kill the old woman that the station was associated 
with,” he said in the interview. 

Yet no-one from the government expressed pro-
test over this official’s xenophobia. Some members 
of society were up in arms, but they only said things 
in private and failed to organize!

The channel’s management was quick to justify 
this comment, saying: we did a study and found that 
the majority of respondents compared the Public 
Broadcaster to an old woman. 

Well, how about that! The public told you that the 
station was like an old woman – they didn’t tell you 
to kill the old woman!

Perhaps the public didn’t like the “women’s cloth-
ing”, i.e. the equipment and studios? Perhaps they 
were referring to the lack of programming that re-
flects modern cultural, social and political life, which 
is why the channel’s shows have come to resemble a 
tired and worn-out old fairytale told over and over by 
grandmothers. 

Had they thought about these issues, they would 
have realized that in order to create something “new”, 
one shouldn’t “kill” what is old, rather one should de-
pict the coexistence of both extremes. In such case, 
the TV will not become a patriarchy twinned with so-
cialism, but rather real life, where the socially weak 
and the strong, various ethnic and religious groups, 
cultural and political groupings live alongside each 
other. This is interesting and it increases the level of 
tolerance in society; yet this is apparently not a prior-

`norCebs~ gulisxmobs, xolo danarCenebi, gansa-

kuTrebiT xandazmuli qalebi, unda `mokla~, raTa 

axalgazrdebiT dasaxlebul kunZuls, anu tele-

vizias, suli STabero; `es televizia cocxalia. 

Cveni pirveli amocana iyo beberi qali mogvekla, 

romelTanac asocirdeboda es televizia...~

xelisuflebis favoritTagan, cxadia, saxelm-

wifo moxelis qsenofobia aravis gauprotestebia. 

sazogadoebis nawili ki axmaurda, ayvirda, magram 

kuluarulad da ara _ organizebulad!

amas pirveli arxis mesveurTa Tavis marTleba 

mohyva: Cven gamokvleva CavatareT da respodentTa 

umravlesobam sazogadoebrivi mauwyebeli moxuc 

qals Seadarao.

hoi, saocrebav! sazogadoebam giTxraT, tele-

vizia moxuc qals hgavso da ara _ moxuci qali 

unda moklaTo!

iqneb saqarTvelos moqalaqeebs `qalis~ tansac-

meli anu aparatura da studiebi ar moswonT? 

iqneb, Tanamedrove kulturuli, socialuri da 

politikuri cxovrebis asaxvis simwireze migan-

iSnaT, ris gamoc teleeTeri bebiebis mier mra-

valjer moyolil, moyirWebul zRapars emsgavseba.

am sakiTxebze rom gefiqraT, maSin mixvdebodiT, 

rom `axlis~ Sesaqmnelad `Zveli~ ki ar unda `mok-

la~, aramed am ori ukiduresobis Tanaarseboba 

unda asaxo. aseT SemTxvevaSi televizia social-

izmze damynul patriarqats ki ar daemsgavseba, 

aramed _ realur cxovrebas, sadac socialurad 

sustebi da Zlierebi, religiuri da eTnikuri 

jgufebi, kulturuli da politikuri erTobebi 

Tanaarseboben. ai, es aris saintereso da es zrdis 

sociumSi tolerantobis xarisxs, romelic Turme, 

misi warmomadgenlis ganmartebiT, pirveli arxis 

prioriteti ar aris.

unda gamogitydeT da giTxraT, rom giorgi Wan-

turias azrebis wakiTxvis Semdeg pirveli, vinc 
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ity for the Public Broadcaster, according to Chanturia. 
I should admit here that the first thing that came to 

mind when I read Giorgi Chanturia’s comments was 
his own grandmother, famed academician Ketevan 
Lomtatidze, who authored numerous unique works 
on the Abkhaz-Abaza-Adyghe languages. At a time 
when many Georgian researchers, politicians and 
other public figures were publishing works that be-
littled and insulted the Abkhaz, Ms Lomtatidze was 
speaking about the need to preserve the Abkhaz and 
Abaza identities and about the common bonds of 
the peoples of the Caucasus. The Georgian-Abkhaz 
dictionary she edited in 2003 was a work of unique 
importance. 

This was why the Abkhaz especially loved her and 
would often ask her “Хан табакоу?” – “where is our 
mother?”

Had someone thought of this esteemed linguist 
and involved her in the peace-building process or 
prepared a TV film on her contributions, who knows, 
perhaps we could have avoided the old war and the 
new war?! Lomtatidze died on 22 September 2007 at 
the age of 96. 

To do something, you first need knowledge, then a 
sensitivity to social problems and then empathy for 
human beings. The deficit in these areas in the Geor-
gian media business is truly profound. 

And now, most importantly, a story that has taught 
me a lot and which I, like a grandmother to a grand-
child, will tell to the general producer of the Public 
Broadcaster. 

VERBA MAGISTRA

There was a geologist who lived on our street who 
liked to teach us kids lessons and tell us how to live. 
As soon as he caught sight of us together, he would 
immediately launch into a didactic lecture, at the 
end of which he would raise his arms to the sky and 
say: “verba magistra!” (“the word of the teacher”).

In summers, the “master’s” nephew would come to 
visit. He was a young, arrogant and tall boy. He would 
watch us girls playing “school” from afar with a con-
descending smile. Then he would take a seat on the 
fence and let out deafening whistles. 

He always failed to arouse our attention, though. I prob-
ably never would have met him were in not for one oc-
casion: One time, on our bumpy cobbled street - where 
if you didn’t carefully watch your step, you could easily 

gamaxsenda, _ swored am saxelmwifo moxelis bebia 

iyo, _ akademikosi qeTevan lomTaTiZe, afxazur-

adiRuri enebis sferoSi unikaluri gamokvlevebis 

avtori. maSin, roca bevri qarTveli mkvlevari, 

politikuri da sazogado moRvawe afxazebis dama-

mcirebeli, Seuracxmyofeli gamokvlevebis tira-

JirebaSi iyo garTuli, qalbatoni qeTevani swored 

afxazuri da abazuri enebis TviTmyofadobaze da 

Cvens saerTo kavkasiur naTesaobaze saubrobda. 

misi redaqtorobiT, 2003 wels gamocemuli `qar-

Tul-afxazuri leqsikoni~ xom unikaluria Tavisi 

mniSvnelobiT. amitom gamorCeulad uyvardaT igi 

afxazebs da ase moikiTxavdnen xolme: Хан табакоу? 
anu sad aris Cveni dedao? Cvens uaxloes warsulSi, 

es Warmagi enaTmecnieri rom vinmes gaxseneboda da 

mSvidobis mSeneblobis procesSi CaerTo, an tele-

viziiT misi wvlilis amsaxveli siuJetebi moemza-

debinaT, _ vin icis, iqneb Tavidan agvecilebina 

Zveli da axali omi?! qeTevan lomTaTiZe xom 2007 

wlis 22 seqtembers, 96 wlis asakSi, gardaicvala?! 

magram aseTi saqmis gakeTebas jer codna sWirdeba, 

Semdeg _ socialuri problemebisadmi mgrZnob-

eloba da adamianebisadmi TanagrZnoba, risi defi-

citic, qarTul mediasivrceSi, namdvilad didia.

axla ki mTavari! istoriebi, romelmac Tavis 

droze bevri ram maswavla da rogorc bebiam _

SviliSvils, ise minda movuyve pirveli arxis gen-

eralur prodiusers.

VERBA MAGISTRA

Cems quCaze erTi geologi kaci cxovrobda, 

romelsac bavSvebis Wkuis darigeba uyvarda. dagvi-

naxavda Tu ara erTad Sekrebilebs, maSinve raime 

grZel, didaqtiur leqcias Cagvitarebda, bolos 

xels zecisken gaiSverda da ityoda: `VERBA MAGIS-
TRA~ da iqve ganmartavda _ `maswavleblis sityva~.

zafxulobiT `magistrasTan~ moskovidan misi 

ZmisSvili, Temo Camodioda: gabRenZili, xmeli da 

maRali biWi. Soridan, saxeze damcinavi RimiliT, 

gvaTvalierebda `klasobanas~ TamaSiT garTul 

gogonebs. mere Tvis Robeze Semojdeboda da 

gamayruebel stvenas iwyebda.

ver iqna da ver gamogviwvia. mas albaT ara-

sodes gavicnobdi, rom ara erTi SemTxveva: Cveni 

quCis oRro-CoRro qvafenilze, Tu dakvirvebiT 

ar gaivlidi, _ namdvilad kisers moitexdi. erTx-

elac moxuci qali ise daeca, rom ramodenime wuTi 

ugonod egdo. qudmoglejili gavvardi dasaxmare-
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break your neck - an older woman fell down and lay un-
conscious for several minutes and I rushed to help her. As 
soon as she came to, she gave me a look of thanks, nod-
ded her head and went on her way. 

When it was over, I saw Temo sitting on the fence. 
He had a strange smile on his face and was waving 
his legs. He didn’t even move. I should go up to him 
and push him off, I thought to myself. But then he 
suddenly called out to me in Russian: 

“Have you read Agatha Christie?”
I hadn’t, so I shook my head. He had a good laugh 

about it and said: 
“I should have known, after all, you can’t read Rus-

sian, can you?”
I was so mad I couldn’t speak for a minute, but then 

I managed to name several stories which I had read 
in Russian. 

“Oh, those are all Russians! I’m talking about for-
eign authors. I would lend you some, but I didn’t 
bring them with me. I’ll bring some next year.”

I thanked him and then I asked him how well he 
knew Georgian. He told me he had been studying 
for three years and that he was already writing short 
stories in Georgian. He said he’d lend me some of his 
work. I gladly said yes. 

The next day, he brought me a 48-page notebook. 
On the cover was a drawing of a woman with red 
lipstick and an inscription with big letters: “To kill a 
songbird” I began reading enthusiastically. The story 
was 40-45 pages long, written in big, crooked let-
ters. It was mostly written in pencil, with corrections 
in red pen interspersed. These red corrections were 
written so carefully and beautifully, that when I fin-
ished reading, I copied them with great enthusiasm 
and often used them to impress my peers. 

SOME OF THEM WERE: 

“You won’t be able to understand a person unless 
you look at things from their viewpoint for a while. 
You have to crawl into their skin and walk around. If 
you can master this, you will have no problems deal-
ing with people who are different from you…” 

“What is compromise? It’s when people make con-
cessions to each other and reach agreement.” 

“Never refer to black people as ‘negroes’!” 
“A white woman kissed a black man and tempted 

him, thus violating the existing moral code. Her de-
sire won out over the law. Now she has to get rid of 

blad: wamovayene. mosulierda Tu ara, - madliere-

biT Semomxeda, Tavi damikra da gza gaagrZela.

roca gamoverkvie, Tavis Robeze Semomjdari 

Temo davinaxe, ucnaurad iRrijeboda da fexebs 

iqnevda. arc ganZreula. vifiqre _ mival, xels 

vkrav da gadavayiraveb-meTqi, magram vin macala? 

Soridanve SemomZaxa: 

– А ты Кристи читала?
uaris niSnad Tavi gaviqnie, razec erTi kargad 

gadaixarxara da miTxra:

– Как я не догадался, ты ведь по-русский читать не 
умеешь?

sibrazisagan ena dameba, magram mainc sxapasxupiT 

CamovuTvale moTxrobebi, romlebic swored ru-

sulad wavikiTxe.

– О, эти-же наши! Я про заграничных спрашивал. Я бы 
одолжил, но с собой не взял, через год принесу.

madloba gadavuxade da misi qarTulis cod-

niT davinteresdi. miTxra, 3 welia vswavlobo da 

ukve moTxrobebsac vwer qarTulado, Tu ginda _ 

wagakiTxebo. sixaruliT davTanmxdi.

meore dResve 48-furcliani rveuli momitana, 

romelzec wiTelpomadiani qali exata da didi 

asoebiT ewera: `nu moklav mgalobel Cits!~ ga-

malebuli daviwye kiTxva. moTxroba sul 40-45 

gverdi iyo, Tan didi, uswormasworo asoebiT 

naweri. fanqris rux uferulobas wiTeli pastiT 

Sesrulebuli adgilebi arRvevda. Tanac es wiTe-

li CanarTebi imdenad gulmodgined, lamzad iyo 

dawerili, rom roca kiTxvas movrCi, Cems wignakSi 

didi rudunebiT gadavwere da xSirad viyenebdi 

Tanatolebis dasamoZRvrad. ai, isinic:

`adamians SeuZlebelia gaugo, Tu cota xniT mis 

Tvalsazrisze ar gadaxvedi. mis kanSi unda SeZvre 
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the only witness to her shame, Tom Tailor. The public 
agrees with her, because they see all black people as 
liars and immoral. But this applies not only to one 
race, but to all of humanity equally?! Who among us 
hasn’t lied or behaved wrongly?!”

“A man whom we kids had been calling a ‘monster’, 
saved the lives of me and Jimmy… All people are 
good if you really get to know them…” 

I was so impressed that I became friends with 
Temo. I would constantly look over to his yard. I was 
a bit of a night owl, and when I looked over and saw 
his attic lit up at night, I would think to myself: “I bet 
he’s writing a story right now.” But when I asked him 
about it, he disappointed: we just leave the light 
on up there. He blushed in an odd way and sharply 
turned his head to the side. 

One month later, Temo’s yard was full of people. 
The neighbours said that “master’s” mother, Keke, 
had passed away. I was flabbergasted! I had never 
seen another person with Temo and his uncle. 

There were countless old women at the funeral. 
I learned that Keke had been a Russian teacher, a 
holder of the title “Meritorious Pedagogue of the Re-
public”. 

From the funeral gossip, I also learned that it was 
her who had been living in the attic: until the very 
end, she was able and continued to read and trans-
late stories into Georgian for her grandchild. When 
they took away the coffin, I took a peak at the body 
and saw that it was the woman I’d helped get up off 
the street.

It wasn’t hard to realize at that point that the story 
the neighbour boy had claimed was his own had in 
fact been written by the “attic bird”. But later, in 1986, 
when I finally read Harper Lee’s “To Kill a Mocking-
bird” in Georgian, I realized that what I had read back 
then was Grandma Keke’s own improvised transla-
tion of the book from Russian. 

Once again, I got mad because of that old wom-
an, whose intelligence and talent I have to thank for 
sharing with me the ideas contained in that immortal 
tome: don’t oppress those who are weaker than you 
or different from you. Don’t kill the mockingbird, a 
bird which does not bother crops and doesn’t steal 
grain from farmers; it just delights us with its song 
and flies about freely!

I quickly searched for my notebook. I was read-
ing Harper Lee’s ideas for the umpteenth time and 
I felt my heart weighed down by an indeterminate 

da gaiar-gamoiaro. Tu es fokusi aiTvise, maSin Za-

lian gagiadvildeba Sengan gansxvavebul adamian-

ebTan urTierToba...~

`ici ra aris kompromisi? es aris, roca adamian-

ebi erTmaneTs uTmoben da am gziT SeTanxmdebian.~

`arasodes moixsenio Savkanianebi `zangebad~!

`TeTrkanianma qalma Savkanian mamakacs akoca, ac-

duna igi da amiT moraluri kanoni daarRvia. misma 

survilma kanonze gaimrjva, axla ki _ misi sircx-

vilis mowme, tom teilori, unda moiSoros. mas 

sazogadoebac eTanxmeba, radgan Cveni azriT xom 

yvela Savkaniani matyuara da uzneoa. magram Cven 

aseve yvelas mogvexseneba, rom mxolod zogierTi 

Savkaniania matyuara da uzneo. magram es msjeloba 

xom ara mxolod erT rasaze, aramed yvela adami-

anze Tanabrad vrceldeba?! aba romel Cvengans ar 

ucruia da ar moqceula uRirsad?!...” 

`adamianma, romelsac bavSvebi ̀ saSinelebas~ veZa-

xdiT, me da jimis sicocxle gvaCuqa... yvela adami-

ani kargia, Tu is bolos da bolos gaicani...~

iseTi aRfrTovanebuli viyavi, rom Temos da-

vumegobrdi. Tvali sul misi ezosken meWira. me 

`Ramura~ var da radgan maTi sxveni mTeli Rame ga-

naTebuli iyo, vifiqre _ namdvilad axal moTxro-

bebs wers-meTqi, magram gamawbila: iq ubralod 

Suqs ar vaqrobTo. ucnaurad ki gawiTlda da Tavi 

mkveTri moZraobiT gverdze miabruna.

erT TveSi Temos ezo xalxiT gaivso. mezoblebma 

Tqves _ `magistras~ deda, keke, gardaicvalao. sax-

tad davrCi! maTTan mesame adamiani arasdros dami-

naxavs.

dakrZalvaze uamravi xanazmuli qali movida. aR-

moCnda, rom keke rusulis maswavlebeli iyo, re-

spublikis damsaxurebuli pedagogi.

sapanaSvido miTqma-moTqmaSi isic gavarkvie, 

rom ganaTebuli sxvenis binadari swored is iyo: 

sicocxlis bolo wuTamde Sromisunariani, bevrs 

kiTxulobda da SviliSvilisTvis moTxrobebs qa-

rTulad Targmnidao. roca ukanasknel gzaze ac-

ilebdnen, Tvali cxedrisken gameqca da Cemi ga-

darCenili moxuci Sevicani.

ra didi Wkua undoda imis mixvedras, rom mezo-

beli biWis mier TavisadgasaRebuli moTxroba “sx-

venis Citma” dawera. xolo, roca 1986 wels, harper 

lis `nu moklav jafaras~  qarTulad wavikiTxe, 

mivxvdi saqmis namdvil arss: keke bebiam es novela 

rusulidan, improvizirebulad Targmna.

kidev erTxel gavbrazdi moxuci qalis gamo, 

romlis gonierebas da niWs namdvilad unda vu-
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sorrow – probably because of Grandma Keke. How 
she tried to teach her grandchild to feel sympathy! 
She was wrong! Love cannot be learnt, it is a talent 
that you either have or you don’t. If her attempt bore 
fruit, Temo would not leave his caring grandmother 
alone in the attic; and, as an author and teacher, he 
would never “kill” her. Just imagine how a person like 
this would treat birds. 

HELICHRYSUM, A.K.A. “THE IMMORTAL ONE”

Nature has never been a source of inspiration for 
me. I have found its richness and vastness more scary 
and sorrowful than joy-inspiring. My interest was in 
people and animals; I would focus on their character, 
identifying and sympathizing with them. That’s why 
my relative Meki loved me like crazy. He had been 
abandoned by his mother and was being raised by 
his father and stepmother. In the summer, he would 
stay with us other kids at my mother’s family home 
for a week or two. Early in the morning, he would run 
out into the forest. He would gather bunches of flow-
ers, leaves and roots and then arrange them in the 
sunny part of the corridor at the house. He would 
warn us: “Don’t touch them, don’t bother them, or 
else my herbarium will be ruined!” He was obsessed 
with plants. He wrote poems to plants, and only to 
plants. I remember one of them was entitled, Fragar-
ia ananassa.

He would come up to a bunch of us children gath-
ered under a pear tree and ask, for example, “Do you 
know what Helichrysum means?”

As soon as we shook our heads, indicating that 
we didn’t know, he would start enthusiastically tell-
ing us about the flower’s pistil, petals, pollen, leaves, 
roots and lifespan. His fascination made him sick, so 
he needed people to hear him talking about as his 
medicine. 

Once, my grandmother interrupted him while he 
was talking about the earth: 

“What are you talking about?! If the earth were 
rotating, how is it that I’ve never once ended up in 
Moscow?” 

“Ha, ha, ha! The earth doesn’t revolve around you, 
it rotates on its own axis,” Meki answered my grand-
mother, who was taken aback. 

Summer after summer, there would be more and 
more herbariums. But then a horrible thing hap-
pened: Meki’s stepmother burned the collection that 

madlode am ukvdavi Txzulebis ideebTan ziare-

bas: rogor ar unda daCagro Senze susti da Sen-

gan gansxvavebuli adamiani iseve, rogorc ar unda 

mokla jafara, _ Citi, romelic ar erCis naTesebs, 

ar emtereba glexis nugeSad gamovsebul beRels, _ 

mxolod galobiT gvatkbobs da Tvisuflad daf-

rinavs!

saswrafod Cemi wignaki movZebne: ukve meram-

dened vkiTxulobdi harper lis azrebs da guls 

amoucnobi sevda mimZimebda _ albaT, keke bebias 

gamo. rogor cdilobda SviliSvilisaTvis Tana-

grZnoba eswavlebina?! Secda! siyvaruli ar iswv-

leba, es niWi an geZleva, an _ ara. mis cdas rom 

nayofi gamoeRo, maSin Temo moamage bebias sxvenis 

martoobisTvis ar gaimetebda, qvafenilze usu-

lod dagdebuls _ wamoayenebda da rogorc av-

tors da maswavlebels, arasdros `moklavda~. aba, 

warmoidgineT, - ras uzams Citebs aseTi adamiani?!

HELICHRYSUM anu ukvdava

Cemi STagonebis wyaro buneba arasodes yofila. 

misi sidiade da sworupovroba ufro maSinebda, 

sevdas mgvrida, vidre _ sixaruls. ai, cxovelebi 

da adamianebi, maTi znis dakvirveba, amocnoba da 

TanagrZnoba interess miRvivebda. amitomac ro-

gorc giJs, ise vuyurebdi Cems naTesavs, meqis, 

romelic dedam miatova da mama da dedinacvali 

zrdidnen. sazafxulo ardadegebze igi, dedaCemis 

mSobliur saxlSi Tavmoyril bavSvebs, erTi-ori 

kviriT aucileblda gvestumreboda xolme. di-

lauTenia garboda tyeSi. uamravi yvavili, foTo-

li, fesvebi mohqonda, derefnis mzian mxares al-

agebda da yvelas gvafrTxilebda: `xeli ar axloT, 

ar SeawuxoT, Torem herbariumi gamifuWdeba!~ Se-

pyrobili iyo mcenareebiT. leqsebsc mxolod maT 

uZRvnida. erTi maTgani maxsovs _ `Fragaria ananas-
sa~ erqva. 

SuadRisas msxlis ZirSi bavSvebs Tavs mogvi-

yrida da, magaliTad, gvkiTxavda: iciT ras niSnavs 

`Helichrysum~?

uaris niSnad, Tavebs gavaqnevdiT Tu ara, iwye-

boda gulanTebuli saubari am mcenaris butkoze, 

gvirgvinis furclebze, mtverze, foTlebze, fes-

vebze da sicocxlis xangrZlivobaze. avad iyo 

amiT, amitom Txroba da msmenelebi wamaliviT 

sWirdeboda. erTxel, dedamiwaze bWoba bebiaCemis 

azrma gaawyvetina:

_ meti Sen ra giTxari! dedamiwaa rom brunavdes, 
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he had taken such pains to collect and arrange. She 
then tore up all his poems. A boy has no business 
writing such nonsense, she thought. 

Meki fell into a depression. He stopped going to 
school and wouldn’t even set foot outside the house. 
Slowly, he came to his senses. In the meantime, I fin-
ished school and entered university. Then, once, he 
called me up out of the blue and paid a visit. 

“I left home. I couldn’t deal with that witch any 
longer. My stepmother told me it was time for me to 
marry. And she was going to fix me up with her cous-
in. I’m not going to leave all this property I worked 
so hard to get to some stranger; I’d rather have one 
of my own enjoy it, she said. I told her that that girl 
would also be my relative and when I said this, she 
went crazy. You’re no relative of mine!” she said. 

He was so traumatized and insulted that I barely 
managed to calm him down. He left late at night. He 
stood in the doorway and said: “I swear, though, I 
don’t hate her. I feel sorry for her!” 

At that moment, I didn’t believe this charitable 
statement. I thought he would say that he hated 
women (because of his mother and stepmother), but 
now I realize that he was right, because that boy was 
only capable of love and he was being punished for 
precisely this trait. The next day, I tried to call his fa-
ther, but “she” answered the phone. I asked for Meki, 
pretending I didn’t know anything.

“You’re quite the liar, you! Am I to believe that he 
didn’t come to see you and tell you everything? That 
rat! He smashed everything here, even the “Madon-
na,” she said and slammed the phone down. 

I thought to myself that she would come right then 
and take out her frustrations against him on me. But 
the Lord above and the Virgin Mary protected me. 

To the general producer of the Public Broadcaster, 
Meki is a pederast, to his stepmother, he is a scoun-
drel. But to me he is a bachelor with a  great spiritual 
understanding of plants, Helichrysum, the immortal 
one in other words. 

EPILOGUE

While we’re here fighting against the xenophobia of 
public officials, the author of “To Kill a Mockingbird”, 
Harper Lee, is in the USA, 82 years old and confined 
to a wheelchair. According to Giorgi Chanturia, she 
is a “crippled old lady”. But no-one has forgotten her, 
neither the state nor the public. In 2007 she was be-

erTxel mainc rogor ar movxvdebodi moskovSi?

_ ha, ha, ha! dedamiwa Sens garSemo ki ara, _ Ta-

visi RerZis garSemo moZraobs! _ upasuxa meqim sax-

tad darCenil gogucas.

zafxuli zafxuls mosdevda da herbariumi 

herbariums emateboda. magram moxda ubedureba: 

erTxelac, es sasoebiT dagrovili ‘simdidre” de-

dinacvalma dauwva, xolo leqsebi sul nakuwebad 

uqcia _ ra biWis saqmea es sisuleleebio. meqi 

TviTgvemas mieca: arc skolaSi dadioda da sax-

lidanac fexs ar dgamda gareT. nel-nela moego 

gons. amasobaSi me skola davamTavre da studenti 

gavxdi. moulodnelad damireka da mestumra:

_ saxlidan wamovedi, veRar gavuZeli im kudi-

ans. miTxra, _ axla coli unda SeirToo. Tan mis 

biZaSvils mirigebs: aba, es Cemi simwriT nagrovebi 

qoneba viRac gombios xom ar unda darCes, ar jo-

bia Cemianma gaixaroso? eg gogo Cemi naTesavic 

gamodis-meTqi rom vuTxari, kinaRam gagiJda _ Sen 

ra Cemi naTesavi xaro?

iseTi Tavzardacemuli da Seuracxyofili iyo, 

rom Zlivs davamSvide. SuaRamisas wavida. karebSi 

idga, roca Tqva:

_ geficebi, mainc ar mZuls, ufro mecodeba!

im wuTSi  misi gulmowyaleba ar davijere. me-

gona ityoda – mZuls qalebio (dedisa da dedi-

nacvlis gamo!), magram axla vxvdebi, rom marTali 

iyo, radgan am biWs mxolod siyvaruli SeeZlo da 

amisTvis isjeboda. meore dResve davureke mama-

miss, magram telefonTan `is~ movida. meqi ise 

movikiTxe, viTom araferi vicodi.

_ Senc kai imereli aferisti xar! rogor davi-

jereb, rom ar gnaxa da ar Cagikakla ambebi. win _ 

wyali, ukan _ mewyeri, mag arakacs! sul daamtvria 

yvelaferi, `madonac~ ki! _ miTxra da yurmili 

daaxeTqa.

vifiqre: axla mova da rac Tavis gers daaklo, 

sul Cemze aanazRaurebs-meTqi. magram damifara 

mama zecierma da deda RvTismSobelma!

saqarTvelos televiziis pirveli arxis gener-

aluri prodiuserisTvis meqi pidarastia, dedi-

nacvlisTvis _ arakaci, xolo CemTvis _ mcenareTa 

sulTampyrobeli berbiWa, Helichrysum anu igive 

ukvdava.

epilogi

sanam Cven saxelmwifo moxeleTa qsenofobias ve-

brZviT, `nu moklav jafaras~ avtori, harper li, 
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stowed with the US Presidential Medal of Peace and in 
2008 she was named a honorary member of the Ala-
bama Lawyers’ Association. TV documentaries about 
her have shown this learned woman speaking intelli-
gently about the recognition and praise that her 1960 
book and the Robert Milligan film based on it have 
received. She said one of the most significant things 
anyone has ever said to her was when an African-
American woman came up to her and said: “I read your 
book when I was 14 and it changed my life!”

Indeed, books like “To Kill a Mockingbird” and peo-
ple like Harper Lee can influence other people’s views 
and change their lives, make them more humane and 
tolerant. When Chanturia’s selected showman says 
things like “My neighbour Vanya Petrov was a great 
guy”, it’s a simplified notion of “brotherhood and un-
derstanding”, it’s not tolerance!

Lela Gaprindashvili

Magazine “Solidaroba” #1(28)2009

(Magazine published by the Office of Public 

Defender of Georgia)

82 wlis gaxda da mxolod etliT gadaadgildeba. 

gia Wanturias sityvebiT `beberi xeibari qalia~, 

magram igi aravis daviwyebia: arc saxelmwifos da 

arc _ sazogadoebas. 2007 wels `aSS-s preziden-

tis medali mSvidobisaTvis” miiRo, xolo 2008-Si 

_ alabamas Statis iuristTa asociaciis sapatio 

wevrad airCies. telegadacemebic miuZRvnes, sa-

dac samarTalmcodne qali uzado gulmodginebiT 

ixsenebda im jildoebsa da aRiarebas, romlebic 

1960 wlidan, anu wignis gamosvlidan, dRemde mis-

ma, `saukunis saukeTeso novelad~ aRiarebulma 

moTxrobam da mis safuZvelze gadarebulma filmma 

(reJisori robert maligani) miiRes. uamrav gamox-

maurebas Soris, harpers yvelaze mniSvnelovnad 

erTi afro-amerikeli qalis azri miaCnia: `roca 

Tqveni wigni wavikiTxe, 14 wlis viyavi. man Secvala 

Cemi cxovreba!”

diax, aseT wignebsa da harper lis msgavs adamian-

ebs SeuZliaT gavlena moaxdinon sxvebis Sexedule-

bebze, cxovrebaze, gaxadon isini ufro humanurebi 

da tolerantulebi. xolo roca `korkota~ ambobs 

_ Cemi mezobeli vania petrovi ra jigari biWi iyoo 

_ es aris `Zmoba da gageba~ da ara _ tolerantoba! 

lela  gafrindaSvili

Jurnali “solidaroba” #1(28)’09

harper li alabamas Statis iuristTa asociaciis sapatio wevrad arCevisas. 

Harper Lee during Alabama State Bar Honorary Special Membership ceremony
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Such is the title of a scandalous and Oscar winner 
film shot by French director Bertrand Blier in 1978 
which was named best foreign language film that 
year. Blier’s main competition was the Soviet film 
“White Bim, black ear”. The director of the film we 
will discuss below was neither French nor a native of 
a Soviet Socialist environment, though he did revive 
the era of American history when “all were equal but 
some were more equal”. 

Since the 1990s, American director Gus Van Sant, 
author of films such as “Elephant”, “Paranoid Park” 
and “Last Days”, turned his attention to the legend-
ary San Francisco city councilman Harvey Milk, com-
pleting the project in 2008. Van Sant’s latest work is 
called simply “Milk”. It was nominated for a best pic-
ture Oscar this year. Sean Penn was also nominated 
for best male actor and was awarded a deserved Os-
car. 

The fact that a gay-themed film is competing for an 
Oscar is nothing new, but the appearance of “Milk” at 
roughly the same time as the new president’s inau-
guration is a special event. “I need change” is a line 
we hear several times from the film’s main character, 

ase qvia frangi reJisoris, bertran blies mier 1978 

wels gadaRebul skandalur films, romelic imave 

wels oskariT dajildovda saukeTeso ucxoenovani 

filmis nominaciaSi. blies namuSevars konkurencias 

sabWoTa suraTi ̀ TeTri bimi, Savi yuri~ uwevda. film-

is reJisori, romelzec dRes vilaparakebT, arc fran-

gia da arc sabWoTa socialistur garemoSi ucxovria, 

Tumca amerikis SeerTebuli Statebis swored im epo-

qas aRadgens, rodesac “yvela Tanaswori iyo, magram 

zogi ufro Tanaswori”. 

1990-iani wlebidan moyolebuli amerikeli reJisori 

gas van senti, avtori filmebisa `spilo~, `paranoid 

parki~, `ukanaskneli dReebi~ ramdenjerme miubrunda 

san-franciskos legendaruli gei kanonmdeblis, harvi 

milqis cxovrebis istorias, magram proeqtis ganx-

orcieleba mxolod 2008 wlisTvis SeZlo. van sentis 

bolo namuSevris saxelwodebaa `milqi~ da is saukeTe-

so mxatvruli filmis nominaciaSi wels oskaris mo-

sapoveblad ibrZoda. oskarze iyo wardgenili mTavari 

rolis Semsrulebeli Son penic, romelmac savsebiT 

samarTlianad moipova 2009 wlis saukeTeso msaxiobi 

mamakacis tituli. 

gei Tematikis filmebis monawileoba oskarebis da-

jildoebis ceremonialze axali xili ar aris, Tumca 

asparezze `milqis~ gamoCena axali prezidentis inau-

guraciidan erTi Tvis Tavze mainc gansakuTrebuli 

movlenaa. `me cvlileba mWirdeba~ _ ramdenjerme 

imeorebs filmis mTavari personaJi, amerikis SeerTe-

buli Statebis istoriaSi pirveli homoseqsuali 

Tanamdebobis piri, romelic ar malavda Tavis ori-

entacias. misi sityvebi mayurebels aucileblad gaax-

senebs barak obamas mTavar winasaarCevno lozungs, 

romelmac 20 ianvars 4 milioniani auditoriis winaSe 

swored gei episkoposis locva-kurTxeva moismina.

70-ian wlebSi aSS-Si sul sxva situacia iyo, sazoga-

doebasa da  disciplinarul wreebSi homoseqsualoba 

xSirad ganixileboda rogorc fsiqikuri gadaxra da 

avadmyofoba. harvi milqis mier yamir niadagze wamow-

yebuli saqmianoba milqis da san franciskos maSin-

deli meris _ jorj moskones mkvlelobiT dasrulda. 

moimarjveT cxvirsaxocebi

Get out your handkerchiefs
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one of the first openly gay people to hold elected 
office in United States history. His words will doubt-
less remind viewers of the main campaign slogan of 
Barack Obama, at whose inauguration on 20 January 
a gay priest said a prayer before 4m people gathered 
on the Washington Mall. 

In the 1970s, the situation in the United States was 
completely different. In many circles, homosexuality 
was often considered to be a psychological deviation 
and a sickness. The trail blazed by Harvey Milk end-
ed when he and then San Francisco Mayor George 
Moscone were murdered. Gus Van Sant’s film focuses 
on the last eight years of the gay and political activ-
ist’s life. 

Another Van Sant biopic, “Last Days”, also focused on 
the end period of Kurt Cobain’s life. People about to die 
(or about to commit murder or suicide) can be said to be 
a recurring theme in the director’s work. In his fi lms, Van 
Sant explores what leads a person to make a fatal decision 
and to what extent they comprehend the fatal nature of 
the consequences of their actions.  

Harvey Milk became a social and political activist 
after he reached the age of 40 and moved from New 

gas van sentis filmi gei da politikuri aqtivistis 

cxovrebis ukanasknel, rvawlian monakveTs asaxavs. 

is, rom gas van sents ainteresebs adamianebis mdgo-

mareobis kvleva sicocxlis bolo periodSi man kurt 

kobeinis biografiis gadaxedviTac daamtkica filmSi 

`ukanaskneli dReebi~. sikvdilis win myofi adamiani da 

is, vinc mkvlelobas an TviTmkvlelobas Cadis, SeiZle-

ba iTqvas, rom am reJisoris Temaa. Tavis filmebSi van 

senti cdilobs pasuxi gasces kiTxvas, Tu ras mihyavs 

adamiani fataluri gadawyvetilebebisken da ramdenad 

acnobierebs is am gadawyvetilebebis fatalurobas. 

harvi milqma socialuri da politikuri aqtivoba 

daiwyo maSin, rodesac 40 wels gadaabija da niu-iorki-

dan sacxovreblad san-franciskos irlandiel kaTo-

likeTa ubanSi gadabargda; maSin, rodesac politikuri 

da kulturuli mRelvarebis `siyvarulis zafxulma~ 

Caiara da san-francisko ukve aRar iyo `yvavilebis 

Svilebis festivalis~ qalaqi.  

reJisori Seecada zustad aRedgina 30 wlis winan-

deli realoba. istoriis kvlevisa da mxatvar-dekora-

torebis muSaobis garda, mas am saqmeSi mTavari ro-

lis Semsrulebeli Son penic mniSvnelovnad daexmara. 

filmSi detalurad viTardeba legendaruli kastros 
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York to San Francisco, where he settled in the tradi-
tionally working class Irish Catholic neighbourhood 
of Castro.  This was in the 1970s, after the “summer of 
love” and after the age of “flower children’s” domina-
tion of the city. 

Director Van Sant took pains to recreate the San 
Francisco of the 1970s. He extensively researched the 
styles of the area and employed a team of decora-
tors; he was helped significantly in this endeavour 
by lead actor Sean Penn. The film tells in detail the 
story of how the legendary Castro Street became the 
epicentre of San Francisco’s transformation. Milk’s 
decision to open his camera store “Castro Camera” 
contributed greatly to the neighbourhood’s evolu-
tion into an LGBT neighbourhood.

Since he moved to San Francisco, Harvey Milk was 
a fighter. Both as shop owner and later as a candidate 
for city council, he never hid his homosexuality. His 
uncompromising nature lead him to broach the issue 
not gently and carefully, but with total directness. 

His battle to change the situation and improve so-
cietal attitudes towards gays was long and tiring. Van 
Sant portrays the dramatic path that Milk traversed 

quCis amboxebuli san-franciskos epicentrad gadaqce-

vis istoria. Son penis personaJis mier sakuTari fo-

tomaRaziis `kastro kameris~ gaxsna mogvianebiT gax-

maurebuli movlenebis dasawyisad iqca. kastros quCa 

gaxda adgili, sadac homoseqsuelebma daiwyes Sekreba. 

harvi milqma Tavidanve brZolis gza airCia _ ro-

gorc maRaziis mflobeli da mogvianebiT, rogorc 

qalaqis sakrebulos wevrobis kandidati, ar malavda, 

rom homoseqsuali iyo. misi ukompromisoba ara Sefar-

viT, nel-nela sakiTxis gamJRavnebaSi, aramed sakiTxis 

pirdapir dayenebaSi gamoixateboda. misi mizanmimar-

Tuli brZola garemos Secvlasa da homoseqsualTa 

mimarT sazogadoebis dadebiTi damokidebulebis Cam-

oyalibebaSi xangZlivi da damRleli iyo. gas van senti 

am gzis dramaturgiul qargas filmSi ise agebs, rom 

mayurebelma arc erT epizodSi ar moiwyinos. is ar 

warmogvidgens harvi milqs rogorc mxolod politi-

kur da gei aqtivists, Son penis personaJi amavdrou-

lad sasiyvarulo bataliebSi CarTuli pirovneba da 

sayvarelia. milqis sasiyvarulo istoriebi films 

ufro dramatuls xdis, sentimentalurobis mciredi 

dozis gareSe. saerTod, gas van senti ar manipulirebs 

personaJebisa da mayureblis grZnobebiT, rogorc es 
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in such a way that the viewer doesn’t get bored in 
any scene. He does not present Harvey Milk as only 
a politician or gay activist; he also explores the trials 
and tribulations of Milk’s love life, which make the 
film more dramatic without adding unneeded senti-
ment. 

In general, Van Sant does not manipulate the 
feelings of the characters and the audience, as so 
often happens in gay-themed films. His work is nei-
ther melodrama, nor propaganda, nor an epicurean 
canvas for mythical personalities who fight for gay 
rights. 

While the beginning of the fi lm, Milk is enthusiastic 
and idealistic, later on things become more complicated 
and tense. Together with the development of the plot, 
the visual aspect also evolves throughout the course 
of the fi lm. There is more and more movement and the 
sense of ecstasy becomes stronger. More and more 
people crowd the screen; through the juxtaposition of 
smaller and larger groups, the director and the editor set 
the stage for a monumental and exciting fi nish. 

The scene in which waves and waves of people 
shaken by Milk’s death pour through the street in 

xSirad xdeba gei Tematikis momcvel filmebSi. is ar 

qmnis arc melodramas, arc propagandas da arc epi-

kur tilos homoseqsualTa TviTdamkvidrebisaTvis 

mebrZoli miTiuri personaJebiT. 

filmis dasawyisSi sakuTari da sxvebis cxovrebis 

SecvliT gulanTebuli aqtivistis moRvaweoba meore 

naxevarSi ufro rTuldeba da iZabeba. dramaturgi-

asTan erTad viTardeba filmis vizualuri saxec. 

moZraobis gaZlierebasTan erTad Zlierdeba eqstazi, 

filmis ekranuli saxe ufro masobrivi, adamianebiT 

datvirTuli xdeba, patara da Semdeg didi jgufebis 

kombinaciebis gaTamaSebiT operatori da montaJis re-

Jisori finalur epizods Zalian monumenturs da ama-

Relvebels xdian. harvi milqis mkvlelobiT SeZruli 

sanTlebmomarjvebuli xalxis talRebis quCaSi uwyvet 

nakadad dineba kinematografis saukeTeso tradiciebis 

dacviTaa Sesrulebuli. `milqi” heris savidesTan 

TanamSromlobiT gadaRebuli gas van sentis ukve mesa-

me filmia. 

Son penis personaJis cxovrebaSi tragizmi jakomo 

puCinis `toskas~ ramdenjerme gaJRerebasac Semoaqvs: 

siyvarulis dakargva, axlis povna, dabolos, operaSi 

`toskas~ warmodgenis yurebisas sakuTari Tavis xelax-
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waves is executed in strict adherence with the best 
cinematographic traditions.

Milk is the third film Van Sant has shot with cin-
ematographer Harris Savides.  

Music from Giacomo Puccini opera “Tosca” adds 
additional force to the tragic nature of Penn’s Milk 
character. It traces the loss of love, the finding of a 
new one and, at the end – while watching a perfor-
mance of “Tosca” – rediscovering oneself and being 
reborn while unconsciously anticipating death. 

Gus Van Sant is well familiar with the history of Eu-
ropean cinema, but his references to film greats of 
yesteryear are subtle and made to fit the reality in 
which characters dwell. At times he uses the comedic 
pie-throwing used since the early films of Mack Sen-
nett while elsewhere he follows Luchino Visconti’s 
habit of having his characters live out an opera in 
their own personal lives.

Van Sant takes a humorous approach, just like Har-
vey Milk did in his political career. The director makes 
an obvious reference to Tosca’s fall from the tower 
and the appearance of soldiers onstage in setting the 
stage for Milk’s murder. 

la mopoveba _ sikvdilis gaucnobierebel molodinSi 

xelaxla dabadeba. gas van sentma kargad icis evropu-

li kinos istoria, is xSirad iyenebs frazebs, oRond 

misi frazebi ar yviris da kargad ewereba personaJebis 

yoveldRiur realobaSi. is xan mak senetidan moyole-

buli amerikuli kinos adreuli periodis komediebSi 

lamis aucileblobad qceul tortebis srolis da 

erTmaneTisTvis saxeSi moxvedrebis triuks aTamaSebs, 

xanac italiel lukino viskontis gadawvdeba da sao-

pero dadgmas Tavisi personaJebis pirad cxovrebaSi 

gaaTamaSebs. van senti iumoris grZnobiT igebs, ro-

gorc amas harvi milqi akeTebda politikuri moR-

vaweobis dros. amerikaSi popularobiT rigiT merve 

operis `toskas~ finalSi toskas cixe-koSkidan gada-

vardnis da jariskacebis scenaze Semorbenis epizods 

reJisori xazgasmulad aSarJebs, Tan maSin, rodesac 

filmSi es scena Son penis personaJis sikvdilis repe-

ticiaa.  

Son peni kidev erTxel amtkicebs, rom is kargi msax-

iobia. rolze misi arCeva albaT penis radikaluri 

politikuri da socialuri Sexedulebebis gamoc mox-

da (cnobilia misi uaryofiTi damokidebuleba erayis 

movlenebis da jorj buSis administraciis mimarT). 
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Sean Penn once again proves that he is a good ac-
tor. Penn was likely chosen for the role in part be-
cause of his radical political and social views (he has 
been a vocal critic of the Iraq war and virulently anti-
Bush). Sean Penn – who is exactly the same age as 
Milk was when he died, 48 – studied in detail all the 
aspects of the late San Francisco city councilman’s 
life, watching documentaries and studying archive 
materials. 

Milk, originally a New York hippy, gradually 
evolved into a San Francisco rebel who during his 
third election campaign changed his image and 
donned a respectable suit in order to win over vot-
ers. “Presentability” became an inseparable part of 
Milk’s campaigns and political activism. He would 
never take the lift to the city hall chamber, instead 
choosing the pompous marble staircase; this wasn’t 
an attempt to get physical exercise, but rather to un-
derscore the fact that a gay activist was on the city 
council, one who needed to make a “grand entrance”.

The stories told in this biopic serve as a textbook 
for waging the battle against homophobia. In the fi lm, 
Milk’s struggle has elements of both play and obsession. 

harvi milqis gardacvalebis asakSi myofma Son penma – 

is 48 wlisaa _ meTodurad Seiswavla san-franciskos 

sakrebulos wevrTan dakavSirebuli yvela detali, 

naxa milqis Sesaxeb arsebuli dokumenturi filmebi da 

saarqivo masala. 

niu-iorkeli hipi TandaTanobiT iqceva san francis-

koel meamboxed, romelic mesame saarCevno kampaniis 

warmoebis dros imijsac Seicvlis da respeqtabelur 

kostiums moirgebs amomrCevlebis gulis mosagebad. 

prezentabeloba milqis saarCevno moRvaweobis da 

politikuri aqtivobis ganuyofel nawilad iqceva. 

sakrebuloSi liftis nacvlad popmezuri marmarilos 

saparado kibis gamoyeneba misTvis ara yoveldRiuri 

fizikuri varjiSis datvirTva, aramed homoseqsuali 

aqtivistis sakrebuloSi muSaobis kidev erTi xazgasma 

iyo principiT _ `yvelas dasanaxad”, `TvalsaCinod”, 

`TvalSisacemad”.  

am biografiul filmSi moTxrobili istoriebi ho-

mofobiasTan jansaRi brZolis saxelmZRvaneloa, milq-

is brZola gas van sentis filmis mixedviT TamaSisa da 

azartis elements Seicavs. Tumca, mTavari personaJis 

da misi Tanamoazreebis moRvaweoba ar ganixileba ro-

gorc mxolod gei uflebebisTvis brZola. isini ar 
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Yet the activities of the main character and those 
like him add up to not just a battle for gay rights. 
They sought to protect not only themselves, but also 
other citizens, fighting for better living conditions 
for all. In addition to sexual minorities, Milk was an 
advocate for the interests of women, the elderly and 
people with special needs. 

There is one episode in the film in which Milk, short-
ly after his arrival in San Francisco, and his boyfriend 
meet a neighbour. The neighbour shakes hands with 
the gay couple and then takes a handkerchief out of his 
pocket and wipes his hands. He reminds the two that in 
addition to the laws of man, people must also uphold 
the supreme laws of God and goes away. 

Harvey Milk proved to Americans that they have 
the ability to fight to protect the constitution, the 
highest law of the land, and that this fight will even-
tually yield results. 

So, get out your handkerchiefs. 

Nino Dzandzava

moiTxovdnen mxolod sakuTari Tavis dacvas, aramed 

sxva moqalaqeebis dacvisa da normaluri pirobebiT 

uzrunvelyofisTvisa ibrZvian. seqsualuri umcireso-

bebis uflebebis garda milqi qalebis, asakovani da 

SezRuduli SesZleblobebis mqone pirTa adamianebis 

dacvas cdilobda. 

filmSi aris epizodi, sadac san-franciskoSi me-

gobarTan erTad axladCasuli harvi milqi mezobel 

kacs ecnoba. mezobeli gei wyvils esalmeba, Semdeg 

ki jibidan cxvirsaxocs iRebs da demonstratiulad, 

saguldagulod gaiwmends xels. axalgzardebs adami-

anuri kanonebis (konstituciis) garda e.w. uzenaesi, 

RvTiT boZebuli kanonebis arsebobas muqariT Seax-

senebs da wava. harvi milqma daumtkica amerikelebs, 

rom maT aqvT unari ibrZolon sakuTari konstituciis 

_ qveynis umaRlesi kanonis dasacavad da rom es brZo-

la odesme Sedegs gamoiRebda. 

ase rom, moimarjveT cxvirsaxocebi, Cven vicnobT 

erTmaneTs!

nino ZanZava
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