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The decriminalization of homosexuality in Georgia was one of the numerous commitments the country undertook in join-
ing the Council of Europe. Similarly, depathologization has never been a topic of serious medical debate or public discussion.
Apart from odious statements by certain politicians calling variously for the recriminalization of homosexuality and for homo-
sexuals to be denied the right to vote (!), the local media is saturated with homophobic messages in which homosexuals are
often considered mentally ill.

Homosexuality first became the subject of academic study when sexology and psychology were first being established as
sciences. Its widespread classification as a pathology arose due to the influence of religious notions and public morals. Fur-
thermore, scientists often based their research on their own homosexual patients who were already undergoing treatment
for other ilinesses. Later on, along with the strengthening of secularization processes, it became possible to study the nature
of human sexuality more in depth and researchers changed their methods. The depathologization of homosexuality was now
on the agenda.

Now the subchapter dealing with psychological development and orientation in the World Health Organization’s “Interna-
tional Classification of Diseases” contains a special remark that sexual orientation per se should not be considered aniliness and
that problems related to psychosexual development are distributed equally among hetero-, homo- and bisexual individuals,
so there is no need to single out or pathologize any of these groups.

This provision sought to move a psychological problem from the realm of a physiological pathology of desire into the realm
of prevailing social moods, according to which this or that type of sexual preference could form the basis for discrimination on
the part of society and in so doing facilitate the psychiatric problems among certain individuals in certain living environments.

The main topic of the present issue of “Me” magazine is the decriminalization/depathologization of homosexuality and the
problems arising from the internalization of the negative attitudes and stereotypes prevalent in society.
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Media

Media Club event devoted to the topic of ho-

mophobia was organized by the Human Rights
Centre at the New Art Cafe. Representatives of the
Inclusive Foundation informed journalists about
discrimination against LGBT people in the country.
A talk was given on the coverage of LGBT issues in
the Georgian media. After reports were presented,
a discussion was held in which the ambassador of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands took part along-
side the journalists.

Against homophobia

Apublic discussion titled “Homophobia, from
Private to Public Space” was held at the Hein-
rich Boll Foundation’s Thilisi office on 20 May. The
event was timed to coincide roughly with both
the International Day Against Homophobia and
Transphobia on 17 May and the anniversary of
the decriminalization of homosexuality in Geor-
gia on 1 June 2000. Taking part in the discussion
were representatives of the Inclusive Foundation,
as well as the leader of the Christian Democratic
Institute, Nodar Sarjveladze. After the presenters
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spoke, several persons calling themselves mem-
bers of the radical Union of Orthodox Parents
disrupted the discussion. They stated grievances
against the Foundation, saying “we demand that
these immoral people be forced to leave’, and is-
sued threats; they then aggressively argued with
audience members. Police arrived at the scene 40
minutes after they were called, long after the peo-
ple who disrupted the event had left the building.
Despite the fact that the disrupters had openly
threatened a representative of the Boll Foundation
and the moderator of the discussion, the police did
not open a criminal case.

Visits

For the second time, representatives of the In-
clusive Foundation attended Moldova's Gay
Pride festival. They took part in a training on re-
lations with the media concerning LGBT issues.
Inclusive representatives participated in various
other events and laid flowers at the memorial to
the Stalinist repressions.

Another Gay Pride festival was held in Riga. This
year it was called Baltic Friendship Days, since
our colleagues, who also work in a homophobic en-
vironment, decided to unite many forces through
holding regional events. Inclusive representative
took part in the parade, alongside other members
of ILGA Europe’s executive board.

epresentatives of the Swedish organization

RFSU visited Georgia to familiarize themselves
with the activities of the Inclusive Foundation with
an eye towards prospects for future cooperation.

Survey

he Inclusive Foundation completed its seg-
ment-specific survey about LGBT sexual behav-
iour. Seventy-two people were interviewed in the
study, which was comprehensive and sought to
determine group members’ accessibility to means
of protection, how informed they are about safer




LNYLEITBN, 3LMBCNM / NEWS WORLD

Labm@gdab bgmBobsbzomdmds (3607933[)0(060@0)0 LgbLo-
GoFmdals gomgoqmbgnfigbnm), 00l30dabs(300l godmg-
06380b bobdaMyg BMMBgdobs ©s gedmzgmabal sanmnl
Bobggo s Lbg. 33mgsob 8933gmdac aboz asbros
(36mdngmn, oy Medgba Bg8mddnmgdl gb Bod@mMgda
®%a050b Bggmgdol Jia3ody 0 Me8mgbs  dmabg@bs
BmMbds 3rogmBamgmdady Dgasgmgbol 3mbogbs Ksb636M-
®gemdol 3Mmamadnl goMamaddn asbbmmzngmgdmmo

3g@&ngmdgdom. 33emg30b Jggagdol 3mgmyg 0dmboemgsls
JmEbaemol 3g8gmd bmdmgddn dgdmamsszsdgdon.

IDAHO

199

055350098930b bnoEsb s3magm. LBMMgo s80@md soMmBos

Bemob 17 850bL Bbmggmom gobos(zgal me-
35603008 3mBmbgdLmammmds gbodogmMn

b msfogn dbmegemom mad@ 3mdmemdad dmdmgmdanls
©> BMbbgmdonb Bobosmdogy dMdmenl  bagMosdm-
obm mge (IDAHO). gb comg 9339 dgbmogo ocnbodbs
©5 0007430l Borgen dbmgyemam dmn(zgs. 98 MMNEMsb
0535380693007 Bgbganl Mgbdmdemnsd, Mmamm(s 0dbsboo
93m3o38060b 3 bogb@Bs  Jggysbsd,  Lgznsrmmo
39636500985 395390 3MBmgmdanl BnbosmBmga dMdmenls
31 (30em98emdadg. 5bsbndbogos, MM o8 asbzbawgdsl
bagamomggmmBacg 8mabgms bgemo.

J3[33 [MNB3Y

Q’n@);;nb bg0dsd (306@0836@)0) 33bmey@nco
M3G3mabmdno  ©d938303d  gobmbo  “sfsl-
raeBemmgobos boagstm abgmmBaznal 8agbg bgass-
mgbobogob o(330L 3gbabgd”, MmBmol dabgognos(s
3mB8mbyggbmemmdadg s abgdbmsmmdady bamdamo
©5 6530b30gHn Loboo 0bgmMBs300l gogM(3gmgds bo-
®oOm bogM (3990, BMBgmo(z SILEYMBrMzsbmsnZz0lL
dgndemgds bymBobobgomdo agmb, 3obmbam sozMmdams.
58 3obmbol Bobgmgno 3m3mbygdbmsmmmdady bamdsma
35mmobadmgl  gabogn®a o6  GLogmmmaon@a  ds-
oMb, 33530b o6 @ababoRmgdmma bbgmemol Bggbg-
bobo s abgmo Labob abgm@mdsz00b go3M(39mgdsb,
g 303b s 3m3FoMgdl nbgggl b 3m@gbsay-
Mo M30m833mgmmdal as8m3b3g30 8nbgda dgndemg-
b gobgb. 930m3smmadgb@8s 363039 asb3bowgdgdo

sex, their access to medical services (from the
standpoint of the sensitivity of health profession-
als), the forms, frequency and context of discrimi-
nation etc. The study also showed how these fac-
tors influence the behaviour of LGBT people and
to what extent the Inclusive Foundation has been
able to impact the situation through its activism
within the framework of the health programme.
A brief overview of the survey results will be pre-
sented in the next issue of the magazine.

IDAHO

On 17 May 1990 the World Health Organization
officially removed homosexuality from the list
of mental illnesses. This is why the date has been
selected by the LGBT movement as the Internation-
al Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia (IDA-
HO). The occasion was marked for the fifth time this
year, and various activities were held throughout
the world. The Czech Republic, in the capacity of
president country of the European Union, issued
a special statement about the need to combat
homophobia. It is noteworthy that Georgia was
among the countries signing on to the document.

More Lithuania

he Lithuanian Seimas (parliament) overwhelm-

ingly approved a law “on protecting minors
from the detrimental effect of public information”
that prohibited publicly speaking about homo-
sexuality or bisexuality and disseminating related
information that in any form could be accessible to
minors. The law effectively equates speaking about
homosexuality with physical or psychological vio-
lence, showing dead or disfigured human bodies
and disseminating information that causes fear
or nightmares and can potentially lead to suicide.
The European Parliament issued harsh statements
over the matter. The Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe (PACE) also strongly condemned
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the law, though none of the Georgian MPs taking
part in the PACE session in Strasbourg signed the
statements to this effect. Protest rallies were held
at Lithuanian embassies in various European coun-
tries. Upon returning home from Georgia, Lithu-
anian President Valdas Adamkus vetoed the bill
shortly before the expiration of his term and sent it
back to the Seimas for further discussions. But Sei-
mas members overrode the president’s veto, this
time with an even greater number of votes. The
new, president, Dalia Grybauskaite, was left to sign
the bill into law; she said she did so with regret.

LITHUANIAN PARLIAMENT HAD ADOPTED

THE LAW THAT PROHIBITS SPEAKING OF

HOMOSEXUALITY IN PUBLIC. THE EUROPEAN

PARLIAMENT ISSUED HARSH STATEMENTS

OVERTHE MATTER.

European Parliament

lections to the European Parliament were held

on 4-7 June. The poll results weakened the in-
fluence of groups espousing socialist ideals and
left the centre-right European People’s Party with
the largest presence in the parliament. Thanks in
large part to ILGA Europe’s campaign “Be Bothered”,
19 per cent of elected MEPs are committed to ad-
vancing LGBT people’s demands for equality. The
campaign sought to get candidates for MEP seats
to sign ILGA Europe’s 10-point appeal outlining
LGBT demands for equality. 835 candidates signed
on and 139 of them were elected to the European
Parliament.
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Two Sides of the Coin

On 17th of May International day against ho-
mophobia and transphobia (IDAHO) was marked by
LGBT activists for the fifth time. This date relates to
World Health Organization’s decision to withdraw
homosexuality from the list of mental disorders back
in 1990.

Celebration of this day has gone beyond just activ-
ists. Several countries started officially marking this
day. This year European Union delivered a statement
condemning homophobia, which by the way was
joined by Georgia.

I will try to find the link between this kind of de-
clared support from Georgian state to the real state
of affairs below in the article.

Homophobia

Homophobia stands for the fear and hatred to LGBT
people, though in a modern day movement many at-
tribute this term to the hatred specifically toward gay
men. In this case terms - lesbihpobia, biphobia and
transphobia might be used to focus on different seg-
ments of community. Homophobia can be institution-
alized as well as learned during the process of socializa-
tion of a person. The latter can be targeting one’s self
(See the article on internalized homophobia in Theme
section of the issue) as well as other members of com-
munity. The present article addresses the institutional
homophobia.

Around 80 UN member states criminalize consented
adult same sex sexual practice, among which 5 coun-
tries and 2 territories condemn it to death. Many states
oppress homosexuality through mass detention, raid-
ing meeting places, forced genital surgery of non-Trans,
excluding from the fields of military and education etc.
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Homophobia and Georgian state

History of criminalizing same sex activity by civil
laws date back to Czar’s Russian rule and aggra-
vates with Stalin’s reign. Decriminalization on the
other hand is connected to Georgia’s membership
to Council of Europe. 10 years ago, Georgia was
tasked to re-regulate number of issues as the part
of commitments undertaken during membership
talks. This list of necessary legislative changes in-
cluding withdrawal of the “sodomy article” in new
criminal code of Georgia. As decriminalization was
never a subject of public discussion many of our co
nationals do not know that same sex act between
consenting adults is no longer a punishable deed.
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, , GEORGIA HAS THE MOST PROGRESSIVE
LEGISLATION IN RELATION TO LGBT ISSUES
AMONG OTHER POST-SOVIET STATES EXCEPT FOR

BALTIC EU MEMBER STATES. UNFORTUNATELY THE

PRACTICE TELLS THE QUITE OPPOSITE , ,
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Neither do many know that homosexuality is no
longer treated as a decease. Eventually, decrimi-
nalization arrived by June the 1st 2000, when new
criminal code entered into force. It is worth not-
ing that there was kind of informal moratorium on
punishment on this grounds after independence
from Soviet Union and before decriminalization,
though, reportedly law enforcers used presence
of the article as means of recruiting or mastering
necessary testimonies by those blackmailed with
“sodomy article”in the law.

Along with joining the Council of Europe, Georgia also
became a party to European Convention on Human
Rights. The article 14 of this convention lists the grounds
of non-discrimination among which sexual orientation
is not listed. However, under protocol 12 on the article
14 widens the list of the grounds and interprets the
article to be inclusive of non-discrimination ground of
sexual orientation. The protocol is signed and ratified by
Georgian state and has a legal force.

In 2006, new labor code entered into force. Article 2.3
of the new law lists sexual orientation as the prohib-
ited ground for discrimination in employment among
other grounds. There is the second exception case
of the law that directly mentions sexual orientation.
Namely, the law on penitents’rights also has sexual ori-
entation covered.

To determine the formal standing of the Georgian state
two important facts occurred. In December 2008, during
the UN General Assembly, Georgia signed the statement
on sexual orientation and gender identity (SOGI decla-
ration) delivered by France on behalf of the EU. As we
mentioned in the beginning of the article, Georgia also
signed the EU statement condemning homophobia.

The other side of the coin?

Georgia has the most progressive legislation in re-
lation to LGBT issues among other post-Soviet states
except for Baltic EU member states. Unfortunately the
practice tells the quite opposite. On one hand the state
continues convincing European partners in its liberal
democracy image, on the other it does not regard
LGBT related work as its duty. For illustrating this reality
few examples can be remembered: Public Defender’s
Office (Ombudsman’s office) had distanced itself from
the issue several times; government had interfered
with TVs to stage LGBT related plots; Blood donorship
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is restricted for homosexual citizens of Georgia; Openly
homophobic persons have permanently held senior
positions in the parliamentary committee on human
rights and civil integration; and many more.

There is more than sufficient amount of docu-
mented facts, though the most recent and vivid
case to show the real side of the coin is the speech
by the candidate for Ombudsman’s office Dimitri
Lortkipanidze, who stated that homosexuality shall
be criminalized again. His fellow parliament mem-
bers did not find it necessary to condemn this state-
ment. And the fact that Mr. Lortkipanidze still holds
the office of deputy head of human rights parlia-
mentary committee only underlines the strength of
institutional homophobia in Georgia (see more on
this incident in the next issue).

Paata Sabelashvili
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Crime, lllness, Norm

Alongside decriminalization and the recognition of
homosexuals’ civil rights, the normalization of homo-
sexuality also implies its depathologization. In 1973 the
American Psychiatric Association (APA) removed homo-
sexuality from its list of mental illnesses’ and in so doing
acknowledged that homosexuality is an acceptable ex-
pression of human sexuality. In 1975 the American Psy-
chological Association? backed that decision and in 1990
the World Health Organization joined in by amending its
“International Classification of Diseases” (amendment
No 10)3. This logical result of the development of medical
thinking was preceded by interesting studies and heated
debates.

The notion of homosexual behaviour as a sin originat-
ed in Judaism and was inherited by the other mono-
theistic religions. It is thought that Judaism’s sharply
negative attitude towards homosexuality (like other
manifestations of sexuality not linked to reproduction
and confined to marriage) stemmed from competition
with eastern religious cults: the Jews' neighbouring
tribes worshipped a fertility cult in which sex outside
of marriage was a common practice.

Several forms of homosexual and bisexual relations
were considered absolutely natural in ancient Greece
as well. While the majority of residents of ancient
Greece were in heterosexual marriages, homosexu-
al relations between men were considered neither
shameful nor sinful. In some places, e.g. Sparta, rela-
tions between grown men and teenage boys were
legally recognized*. Homosexual relations were not
banned in ancient Rome either, where marriages be-
tween two men or two women were recognized by
society. Several emperors, e.g. Nero, are known to have
been married to men. ®

It is widely thought that the Christian religion has
condemned homosexuality from the very start,
though some historians disagree. In his book Christian-
ity, Social Tolerance and Homosexuality,® John Boswell
maintains that the European Catholic Church did not
express any hostility towards homosexuality until the
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end of the 12th century.

The modern Catholic Church, however, has fought
against homosexuality, citing mainly the works of St
Augustine and Thomas Aquinas. Both considered that
any sexual act that does not entail the possibility of
conception was unnatural and, accordingly, sinful. The
church became a powerful force in regulating sexual
behaviour. In the Middle Ages, being accused of ho-
mosexuality hardly meant only being declared per-
verted and sinful. Such people were also considered
traitors and heretics.® With the secularization of public
life, part of the Church’s power was transferred to the
state. This is how a sin became a crime against society.
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, ,THIS DATA DO NOT INDICATE THAT

HOMOSEXUALS ARE ALWAYS EMOTIONALLY

HEALTHY NOR DO THEY IMPLY THAT
HETEROSEXUALS NEVER FALL INTO
DEPRESSION , ,

By the 19th century, secularization processes had
grown stronger and come to influence the develop-
ment of natural sciences as well. Yet even psychology
and sexology, as young sciences in the beginning stage
of their formation, came under the strong influence of
religious notions and Victorian morals.”
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Richard Krafft-Ebing,® a pioneer in the field of sexol-
ogy, is known as the first person to attempt to classify
homosexuality as a psychiatric disorder. In his major
work Psychopathia Sexualis, Krafft-Ebing said genetic
defects were the cause of homosexuality, though he
did not rule out the possibility of “acquisition” either.

At the end of the 19th century, Karl Ulrichs ® and Mag-
nus Hirschfeld™ cast doubt on the view of homosexu-
ality as a pathology. They said it was incorrect to clas-
sify homosexuality as an illness since it did not harm
the people who bear that identity. The ideas of Ulrich
and Hirschfeld were later eclipsed by Freud’s psycho-
analytical theory, which named an all-consuming fear
of castration as the cause of homosexuality.

The growing popularity of psychoanalysis greatly
strengthened the view of homosexuality as an illness. A
whole army of scientists tried to “cure” homosexual pa-
tients through long-term isolation, electro-shock therapy,
hormonal drugs and other methods.

The situation slowly began to change following the
Second World War. Scientists began paying attention to
the conditions in which the aforementioned studies were
conducted and found that some of their colleagues who
viewed homosexuality as a psychic disorder had based
their conclusions on studies of homosexuals in prisons.
Psychoanalysts used the medical histories of homosexual
patients already seeking treatment for other illnesses.
Working with groups not chosen at random clearly led
scientists to the unfounded conclusion that there was
a direct link between homosexuality and psychiatric ill-
nesses.

In 1957 Evelyn Hooker "' did a study with the participa-
tion of homosexuals and heterosexuals of approximately
the same age, education and intellect. They were not
prisoners and did not have any psychiatric disorders. She
then handed over the results of anonymous testing to a
group of expert psychologists who were to assess them
without knowledge of the participants’ sexual orienta-
tion.

The experiments showed that psychologists could not
differentiate members of the two groups. A series of simi-
lar studies comparing the results of psychological tests
of homosexuals and heterosexuals was held later on.
Analysis of the results showed that the two groups did
not differ from one another in terms of the frequency of
emotional deviations and mental illness. ™

Clearly, this data do not indicate that homosexuals
are always emotionally healthy nor do they imply that
heterosexuals never fall into depression or experience
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anxiety.”® But based on this information scientists can
now state that homosexuality per se cannot be consid-
ered a form of psychic disadaptation and is not neces-
sarily characterized by signs thereof."

Despite the whole range of studies and resolutions
issued by authoritative organizations, some psycholo-
gists and psychiatrists continue to believe to this day
that the APA’s 1973 decision was the result of political
pressure from gay activists and members of the homo-
phile movement. These sceptics include the members
of the National Association for Research and Therapy
of Homosexuality (NARTH), a group founded in 1992
that frequently publishes data about “effective meth-
ods"” of curing homosexuality and claims of success. '°
The majority of specialists on the matter doubt the ve-
racity of the group’s claims, however.

In 2000 the APA released its “Position Statement on
Therapies Focused on Attempts to Change Sexual
Orientation (Reparative or Conversion Therapies)” ',
which reads:

“The APA affirms its 1973 position that homosexual-
ity per se is not a diagnosable mental disorder. Recent
publicized efforts to repathologize homosexuality by
claiming that it can be cured are often guided not by
rigorous scientific or psychiatric research, but some-
times by religious and political forces opposed to full
civil rights for gay men and lesbians. APA recommends
that the APA respond quickly and appropriately as a
scientific organization when claims that homosexual-
ity is a curable illness are made by political or religious
groups.”
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Ahead of the International Day Against Homophobia
on 17 May, “Riga hosted Baltic Friendship Days". Several
days before Baltic Pride, | had taken part in another pride
festival in Moldova, so | arrived in the Latvian capital full
of impressions. | was a bit tired as well, since | went to the
airport straight from the “alternative Eurovision” concert
in Tbilisi. | was able to attend Baltic Pride thanks to ILGA
Europe’s decision to hold a meeting of its executive board
in Riga at about the same time.
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Organizational efforts ahead of these events was problem-
atic everywhere. The Moldovans didn't hold their march as
planned, partly in protest of last year’s illegal ban and partly
because of the unstable political situation in the country. In
Moscow, mayor Yuriy Luzhkov's homophobic tendencies put
a stop to Slavic Pride, and in Riga, the city council cancelled
the permit it had issued to hold the parade two days before it
was set to take place. But a lawyer for the Latvian national LGBT
organization, Mosaika, managed to get the cancellation over-
turned in court. The next morning the parade got under way
with the participation of members of ILGA Europe’s executive
board, organizers of the pride festival, Lithuanian and Estonian
activists, Amnesty International activists from over 25 countries
and locals.

The police cordons were so tight that we were fully
isolated from the counter-demonstration protesting
against us. There were about twice as many of them
as there were of us. And the organizers of the parade
counted around 600 pro-LGBT marchers. The two
marches took place in parallel, their participants wield-
ing placards with opposing messages. Our slogans said
that love was a human right and that we were march-
ing on behalf of those who could not do so in their own
countries. Our opponents were generous in issuing
insults and, bibles and crosses in hand, sought to per-
suade us that “importing gays” to Latvia was inadmis-
sible and that we were sinners and perverts. As they
shouted their all too familiar slogans, they spoke in the
language that is universal to all types of homophobes.
The police, meanwhile, conscientiously performed their
duties, which clearly outraged the protesters.

A 30-metre rainbow flag sewn two years ago was
brought from Vilnius. Back then, we had planned to un-
furl it in front of the local mayor’s office but were pre-
vented from doing so by the city’s homophobic now for-
mer mayor. Also at that year’s event, two smoke bombs
were hurled at us when we were holding our conference
club.

The next Baltic Pride festival is set to take place in Vilni-
us, a fact that has made some forces in Lithuania hysteri-
cal. It should be pointed out that a short time ago, the
parliament (Seimas) adopted a law “on protecting mi-
nors from the detrimental effect of public information”,
which equates discussion of homosexuality or bisexual-
ity in a way that can be overheard by minors with show-
ing minors images of physical or psychological violence
or dead or mutilated bodies, and with disseminating
information that could potentially lead to suicide. The
law will enter into force in March 2010, which, naturally,




JI3MMBIIN / REPORTAGE

dgodmgds bgmdabsbzom8n aymb, 3o6mboo sng@dams.
53 306mbol 8obgrgno 3mImbgJbmarmmdady Lomdata
30mm3b653M9Lb BodogyMn 56 gbogmmmaon®a domom-
b0, g3980b 96 @ababohmgdmma Lbgmmal Rggbgdobs oo
obgmo babol 0bgm@mdsznol aogMm(3gmgdsl, Mmdgmoacy
3mBgb3onMsn 3008 33mgmmdal 358mdB3g30 dadgbo
dgodmgds gobogl. 3obmba domsdn 2010 Bemals 356830
dggo o dmbgdcngns, aggadam dbgmagmmds 306mbge-
93y 0g6g8s. 88 396mbL 36gDowgb@n vsd3mbolb 39-
G™MBo(3 3o oM dzgms ©d Sbmo o@HRgmmds 3Ggdo-
©96@3s 3L Lobsbymao Fmabgms bgma.

35306, Gmegbsas Bggbh Gogolb Juhgdda 3mmoagns a30-
(39303, dmbzmzgdn  BLgmgmmdol  dmbsbamggda Moz
303008 336305, 83 5335335 domosb s 3536bES
o gfooE dgaggets “g3mmzobaol” goboemol Layymg-
dmo@ 0d 0dgom, Gm3d gb dmgmagbs moboom ©sMmdgym
3bgmgmmdady Gondg gogmgbsl dmabogbs. dambgrsgse
0dobos, MM o3 gMmds 3mbinMmbob@ds oM gsdmssbows
dmogm@o, 3mbgpnmbolb godsfgggonmads sbpMgo Mndsjzds
35350k 3960Lmsbsgg @oadm dbgmgmmdal EsMdyz0L Bod-
&0. ©o6oMRgb0 g3em30bomgal “sm@gMgz0bnsd” Medrg-
Bo Rosba(sgms “93eimgans” o6 3o(30, 353658 08 MM,
Moegbsg g3hm3gee 3ggd0 GrgggMebgdl Boxsdggmn

(3J96©bg6 8mbgmgn® Babaorb, bagdstmggmmb bsbgmoaom
dmbgmgdo  gg@Babgmo  “bEgRsby ®d 33" MbomBol
!533@0%3 ©0© a0 3eaddo “3939680” (badmobyg) Bstmsg-
icgo 3mb396HEb.

I 33389 badgemsdgaemo

means that planned parade will be illegal. Not even for-
mer President Valdas Adamkus’ veto could stop this law,
which was signed by the new president, Dalia Grybaus-
kaite. She said she did so with regret.

While we were marching through Riga’s streets with
police protection, gay pride marchers in Moscow were
being dispersed by police. This fact troubled us greatly
and as we gathered to watch the final round of the Eu-
rovision- being held in Moscow - we hoped that the
singing contest could have some impact on what hap-
pened in that city earlier in the day. While no Eurovision
participants boycotted the event, the ultimate winner,
Andrey Rybak, condemned the dispersal in his victory
speech. | don’t know to what extent Thilisi’s “Altervision”
overshadowed Eurovision for the rest of Europe, but
while European gays sat glued to their TV sets watching
the Moscow final, Stepane and 3G, the Georgian entry
that had been prevented from performing their famous
number at Eurovision, was holding a concert at Heaven,
London’s one of the popular gay clubs.

Paata Sabelashvili
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On 1-6 July the second and final part of the training
“LGBT Issues and Human Rights” was held in Istanbul
with the support of the Swedish International Develop-
ment Agency (SIDA). Twenty-seven participants from 11
countries (Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka,
Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine, Russia)
took part in first part of the training, which was held in
November 2008 in Sweden and was organized by RFSU
and RFSL. Apart from the Inclusive Foundation, our lo-
cal strategic partners, Women’s Initiatives Supporting
Group and the Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association,
also made the trip from Georgia. During the weeklong
working meeting in Istanbul, programme participants
attended seminars and discussed their activities over the
past six months.

, ,THE LGBT MOVEMENT IN EASTERN
EUROPE DATES BACKTO THE FALL OF THE
SOVIET UNION AND IS NOW LOOKING
FOR NEW PATHS OF ACTION WITH
DEFERENCE TO THE UNIQUE CULTURAL
CONTEXT CREATED BY BOTH THE LEGACY
OF TOTALITARIANISM AND CURRENT

PROCESSES IN THE REGION. ‘ ‘
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Given that we had spent three weeks together in
Sweden, the first day we arrived in Istanbul more re-
sembled a meeting of friends that hadn’t seen each
other in along time than a simple gathering of people
engaged in similar work. We had a lot to talk about
and share with each other, from changes in our per-
sonal lives to the political processes under way in our
respective countries. This time our Turkish colleagues
played the role of hosts.

One part of the training, headed by international
law specialist Professor Maja K. Eriksson, was titled
“International Human Rights and the Right to Privacy
and Family Life Irrespective of Sexual Orientation” It
started with a general overview of the issue, then par-
ticipants were familiarized with the local and interna-
tional repercussions of a court case involving a French
lesbian seeking to adopt a child.

Maxim Anmeghichean, of ILGA Europe, who has ex-
tensive experience working at Moldovan Gender Doc
M, one of the oldest LGBT organizations in the former
Soviet Union, spoke about the history and specifics of
LGBT activism in Eastern Europe. The LGBT movement
in Eastern Europe dates back to the fall of the Soviet
Union and is now looking for new paths of action with
deference to the unique cultural context created by
both the legacy of totalitarianism and current pro-
cesses in the region. Simply “copying” the rich experi-
ence of the LGBT movement in the USA and Europe
is not an option for Eastern Europe and former USSR
states.

Particularly interesting was the portion of the train-
ing led by Douglas Sanders, a Canadian professor and
famous LGBT activist. His lecture was titled “Asia: The
Long Journey from the Kama Sutra and Leviticus to
the Yogyakarta Principles”. It explored gender norms
and the diverse notions of identity prevalent in East
Asian cultures (e.g. hijra, aravani, metis, kathoey, waria
and bakla).

He discussed how British colonial policy in Asia mar-
ginalized people with these identities by imposing
the Western “homo-hetero” matrix on their cultures
and criminalizing certain behaviours. Over the centu-
ries, many of these countries, unlike their colonizers,
maintained laws forbidding homosexual relations (for
example it was thanks to the British thatin 1861 a pro-
vision was introduced into the Indian Criminal Code
that envisaged 10 years imprisonment for engaging
in homosexual relations; that law was repealed only
on 2 July 2009).



sboboosmgdgmo  3mdm-3g@gmmbgjbgomyo  do@moob
RoBmgdda Robds s Jgbadsadobow, 3Mmndabomobsznal
36m(39L0. gobbbgeggdom 3mEmBabsGmea J39ybabogsb,
53 g3gybgdalb ¢858gbmdada 3m3mbgdbmsmaGo w@o-
096H0mdgd0 %G 3owgg obxgds 3obmboo (3og. dMads-
Bgmgdab Bysmmdom abmmgmolb bLabbmaolb bLsdsGmmoals
3m0gdbda 1861 Bgmb dg@oboma b, GmBgma 10
Bemosb Lobggmb omgemabbabgdwms 3m3mbgjLbgsmya
aEm0gmomdabsmgal, dbmemmeo 2009 Brob 2 0gmobb
39999s).

36mg@a80b dmbobomgqdds gMmdsbgol gobzmoema 6
®30b 8mdomdal dggagdai aobasmgh. doqbgosgew
08abs, Hm3 3Gmamsdol 8mbobamygqdl badsomggmmmsb
©33mm30098gmn  3Gmgd@gdo 3jmbosm boMwaqbomo,
gy3gms domasbl gfMmnsbo LEGsGgaomma bgwogs s9M-
0567805 ©5 3F0EAM M3b653IOMIMmmdadg ogm gomg-
oo, 83g0ds, 2 3Mmgd@n 3obbmm(30gmgdob 3Gim(39L-
doo: “md@ xagB0oL LybgorgHo s My3GHmeyaogme
R963B0gmmds o MRmgdg30” (“Jomms abo300803930L
AbomosddgMo xanne’) ©o 0b3mnbagmeb oMLgdmma
Mgbn@b-(396@M0b godmogfgdabs ©s ™mad@ 33mg3z9d0L
2300930Ds300L 3Mmgd@o (gmboo 063mmnbaga). 9bsdy
36mgd@ 0, BmIgma bogebmbdwgdmm dobals 8mba@m-
0bal, LEMsGgaomma 390bgdol 0gbGnR0gs(30slbs ©
LodoMmombomdmgdal obsbogos 8nbbo, xgM-xgH™-
B0 Lobyolb g@e3bge (“sbomasdBes apMmab@os sbm-
(305(3057).

36mgd@o “mad@ Lsgoobgdlbs s 9©s80sbol MBmgdgddy”
30 0bgg afMdgmegds, sdxgMom sbamoa dmbabaemggdobsmgol
3536030L5 5 BNl J39469d0@s6.

93° Seeam3gemsdgaema

I3MABIIN / REPORTAGE

Programme participants discussed the results of
their work over the past six months. While the Geor-
gian groups present were working independently on
separate projects, we do have a common strategic vi-
sion and work closely together. Two projects are being
implemented at present: “LGBT sexual and reproduc-
tive health and rights” — by the Women's Initiatives
Supporting Group, and the strengthening of Inclu-
sive’s existing resource centre and academization of
LGBT research - by the Inclusive Foundation. The third
project, to be implemented by the Georgian Young
Lawyers’ Association, seeks to examine the legislative
base, identify strategic cases and initiate litigation. It
is still in its initial stage.

The international project “LGBT Issues and Human
Rights” continues, meanwhile, now with new partici-
pants from African and Asian countries.

Eka Aghdgomelashvili
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When asked to assess his own life, Alekper Aliyev
says: “Given that Azerbaijani youth lead boring,
monotonous and unproductive lives, |, at 31, have
been lucky. This is thanks to my ‘travelling nature’
At age 13| ran away from home, jumped on a train
and headed for Tbilisi, where | lived for two months,
making ends meet
by selling cigarettes.
A Soviet Union-wide
search was called for
me, but they couldn't
even find me in neigh-
bouring Georgia — |
guess because of the
collapse the USSR was
expierencing at that
time. Two months
later | returned to
Baku on my own.
Since then I've been
unable to stay in that
town, so that’s how
my never-ending
travels began...”

His official statistics are as follows: Alekper Aliyev
was born in Baku in 1978. After he finished high
school, he enrolled in journalism school in Istanbul.
He is now the editor-in-chief of the Culture and Arts
Portal. He has published four books: “l - Scoundrel”
(collection of poems), “Goethe’s Dreams” (novel),
“93 - Twilight of the Gods” (novel) and “Artush and
Zaur” (novel). The last one is a classically structured
novel. It brilliantly depicts the relevant epoch and
the nature of the characters. The scent of strange
cities and of great love and passion emanates from
each page. Aliyev knows his craft well — he is a mas-
ter of reportage and he is a ruthlessly critical au-
thor.

The book tells what at first glance is an average
love story: two people fall in love at their school
desks. War - cruel, ruthless and unjust - breaks out
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in the country. The couple is separated by the war
- one of their families has to leave their native city.
But one fine day, the couple is reunited, for only a
few days, in a strange city where it seems nothing
can get in the way of their happiness...

It's as though we were dealing with a trivial novel
here, the kind that melts the hearts of women and
that men read in secret. But we come across one
“problem”: the lovers are both men. And not just
men, men from Baku. And on top of that Artush is
Armenian and Zaur is Azeri.

The novel that depicts these two men’s love story
caused a great scandal in Azerbaijan. The author is
often accused of cynicism, perversion and offend-
ing patriotic sensibilities. Society is outraged. Such
a thing is unheard of. People who should be meet-
ing each other on the battlefield, or at least meet-
ing each other with hostility, are meeting in “neu-
tral” Thilisi and giving in to their love.

Five-hundred copies of the book were printed
and in the first month 150 were sold. “Funny as it
may sound, this is a pretty good number for Azer-
baijan, where people don’t read so much. Such a
thing hasn’t happened in our country for 20 years,”
Aliyev says.

Soon “Artush and Zaur” will be published in Geor-
gian.

Below is an excerpt from Alekper Aliyev’s inter-
view with Me’s Ana Kordzaia-Samadashvili.

Me: A scandalous writer has written about a
topic that arouses great passions and outrage
among average people from any of the three
South Caucasus countries. What are you do-
ing? Are you ignoring public opinion? Trying to
shock?...

A.A.: 1 don't know to what extent | have been able
to outrage every average person in the South Cau-
casus, but this book certainly did anger the “patri-
ots” who make parasitic use of nationalist passions,
the popular mentality, and the notions of pride,
honour, dignity and the exceptionalism of the Cau-
casian man.

It is a challenge to society, as well as an effort to
shock. | cannot separate these two concepts from
one another. | won't hide the fact that this was pre-
cisely the reaction | needed. More precisely, this
was the reaction | was expecting.
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Me: Your personal attitude towards the charac-
ters in this book is practically indiscernible. Do
Artush and Zaur have real-life prototypes?

A.A.: My attitude cannot be discerned because
the goal of this book was precisely to shatter ste-
reotypes and not express sympathy or antipathy
towards the characters or events. | did not have any
real prototypes. My characters only vaguely resem-
ble certain people.

Me: After the book was published, you were “ac-
cused” of all mortal sins. In the future do you plan to
defend yourself from these accusations?

A.A.: Frankly speaking, | am not concerned about
what they accuse me of. You were right to put the word
“accused” in quotation marks. Indeed, how can a per-
son be accused of, say, drinking tea, enjoying riding a
bicycle, masturbating or eating a pear? Who is accusing
whom of what?

In our society people don't have their own opinions.
Our society consists entirely of vegetables - biological
entities without minds, hearts, thoughts or feelings.
Who are they to even have an opinion, let alone judge
someone? Have they ever actually used their right to
protest against corruption, lawlessness and the deten-
tion of political prisoners? No. What right do they have
to give themselves the right to use their right to express
an opinion about my book? That was a bit redundant,
but I think you'll agree it was wholly justified in this case.

Me: So accordingly, you're not interested in praise
or awards either?

A.A.: | have my honour and my dignity, | am a person
who respects himself so accordingly | would not even
consider receiving any title or award the government
would offer me. This is my attitude towards regalia.
But this is my personal, shall we say, subjective opin-
ion, which applies only to me. When it comes to other
people, | do not judge them or hold it against them if
they act differently.

Me: Despite the fact that you could be called a
guardian of human dignity, it seems you have no
interest in politics. Why is that? Are you indifferent?
Or you don’t want something else to have to deal
with?

A.A.: “Politics is a dirty business, so | dont want to
get involved in politics” is the favourite phrase of con-
formists and shameless pseudo-intellectuals. Do you
know how this translates into human language? “l am
a coward, | don't have my own civic position and | don’t
express protest anywhere but in my kitchen.” So from
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this standpoint, | clearly am involved in politics - i.e. |
don't keep silent when | come across injustice. This is
precisely why so many people hate me.

Me: Let’s look ahead. How do you see your work,
say, 20 years down the road?

A.A.: In 20 years' time | will definitely be on the world
stage and the very notion of “Azerbaijani literature”
will be associated with my name. | will become glori-
ously rich from selling my books and | will definitely win
some prestigious literary award.

Incidentally, | won't have to wait 20 years for this. It will
happen much sooner. If, of course, | don't get killed or
thrown in jail.

Let’s hope that the first part of Aliyev’s prediction
comes true.
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“If we take in and accept that we are sick, evil, devi-
ants who hurt others by our very existence, then we can
end up thinking we are not worthy of associating on an
equal basis with others, both homosexual and hetero-
sexual. Our self-blame instills a sense of inferiority. Low
self-worth and self-esteem are great inhibitors of our po-
tential: we either accept that we are not worthy of grace
and love, of rights, and that we have to take whatever
is offered to us, no matter how inadequate, or we con-
stantly have to prove to ourselves and others that we are
worthy. Lack of a sense of self-worth makes us often ac-
cept the partial measure when we could demand the full
measure.”

- Susan Pharr, Homophobia: A Weapon of Sexism’

For people who belong to socially stigmatized
groups, coming to accept and recognize them-
selves for who they are is a difficult but important
task. This process necessitates a reevaluation of
the cultural values and norms they internalized
during the socialization process. In the late 1940s,
researchers Kenneth and Mamie Clark? conducted
a study to determine what influence society’s pre-
vailing prejudices and stereotypes had on mem-
bers of a marginalized group.

African-American children were told to choose
from two dolls, one of which resembled a white per-
son and the other - a black person. The majority of
the children identified with the black doll, though
when asked by the researchers which doll was bad
and which was good, 66 per cent answered that the
black doll was bad and 93 per cent chose to play
with the white doll. In short, the study showed that
African-American children in 1940s racist America
already knew at age 3 that being black was not
such a good thing.

As a rule, the representatives of a stereotyped
group are in various ways influenced by those very
stereotypes. Later experiments in which represen-
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tatives of other discriminated groups took part
confirmed that the majority of them had more or
less internalized society’s negative disposition to-
wards them. During one such experiment, a group
of students (half men, half women) was asked to
assess the success of their own peers who had
managed to perform a complicated task. When the
matter concerned female students, the majority of
group members attributed her success to chance
or luck, while for the men it was generally chalked
up to skills and abilities.?

Another experiment conducted on children
showed similar results. Boys aged 10-11 showed
themselves better able to defend their egos and at-
tributed their failures to chance, while girls blamed
themselves when they failed to achieve something. 4
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, , IN CERTAIN CASES, ONE'S NEGATIVE

FEELINGS ABOUT THEIR SEXUAL
ORIENTATION CAN BE GENERALIZED AND
SERIOUSLY INFLUENCE A PERSON’'S WORLD
VIEW AND SELF-PERCEPTION., ,
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Clearly, the notion of “male intellectual superior-
ity” and girls’ low self esteem did not appear out of
nowhere and were instead the result of accepted
and internalized prejudice.

Like members of other stigmatized groups, for
LGBT people, living in a xenophobic environment is
linked to numerous stresses. The stereotypes exist-
ing in society, negative prejudice, disgust, hatred
and pity — which are often manifested as discrimi-
natory attitudes and various kinds of verbal and/or
physical aggression — influence the self esteem of
members of this group.

On top of discrimination, society, weighed down
by heterosexism, uses various mechanisms in order
to impose strict gender norms on homo- and bisex-
ual people and implant in them a sense of shame
and guilt.s

In certain cases, one’s negative feelings about
their sexual orientation can be generalized and
seriously influence a person’s world view and self-

perception. The range of ways these results can be
manifested is quite broad and extends from having
a sense of inferiority to open expressions of self ha-
tred and self-destructive behaviour.®

The conflict/disharmony between a representa-
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tive of a minority and the dominant social environ-
ment, “minority stress’, is especially sharply mani-
fested during puberty, when LGBT people often
find it difficult to understand their own feelings
and just as often have no-one to turn to for help.
Unlike young people from other minority groups,
they generally do not have the support even of
family members or relatives, a factor which signifi-
cantly complicates their situation.

Furthermore, a sense of belonging to a group of
peers is especially important at that age. Young
gays and lesbians, however, tend to lose at least one
friend when they come out of the closet.” Statistics
have shown that the suicide attempt rate among
young gay males is seven times higher than that of
their heterosexual peers.® Researchers identify the
stress and lack of support associated with trying
to identify oneself in such a homophobic environ-
ment as one of the causes of this phenomenon.

Still, recent studies have shown that the majority
of LGBT people effectively cope with these difficul-
ties and turn into successful people without the
violation of the integrity.’

As for predispositions to depression, the study did
not show any significant difference between sexu-
ally active homosexuals, heterosexuals and bisexu-
als. For less sexually active men, however, this in-
dicator was rather high (27.1 per cent for gays and
23.6 per cent for heterosexuals). The study showed
that the clinical quality of depression is linked not
so much to sexual orientation as to frequency of
sexual activity, as a lack of sexual activity negative-
ly affects both heterosexual and gay men - though
on the whole depression rates for gays were twice
as high. (Forty-six per cent of gays who chose an
asexual lifestyle or for other reasons are less active
sexually suffer from depression while for sexually
active gays this figure stands at 6 per cent; for het-
erosexual men these numbers are 21.8 per cent and
2.6 per cent, respectively.)

This gap was smaller among women (hetero vs
homo), though lesbian women were still somewhat
more predisposed to depression and had higher
rates of self-destructive behaviour (e.g. alcoholism,
drug and tobacco use).™

There were some methodological issues with this
study (e.g. criteria for selecting participants, their
affiliation with various social groups, other stress-
ful experiences they may have had that were not
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related to their sexual orientation and the social
environment they live in) which mean its results
should not be fully generalized. Some research-
ers believe that the aforementioned gaps cannot
be attributed exclusively to social pressures and
require further study. They say that cross-cultural
studies should be performed to check this hypoth-
esis, as that would reflect how neurosis and suicidal
tendencies among gays differ according to country
and how entrenched homophobia is in the social
environment."

Internalized homophobia manifests itself in several
different ways. Homosexuals often imitate heterosex-
ual behaviour in order to protect themselves and their
friends. At first glance, doing so is not too difficult, since
the majority of people assume everyone to be hetero-
sexual. Yet if we consider the fact that exercising con-
stant control over one’s behaviour and speech patterns
can be a source of everyday stress, it is not an effective
long-term solution. People who use this practice are of-
ten in fear of being forced to come out and not only do
not react when gays are verbally insulted or fall victim
to physical aggression — they often become aggressive
homophobes themselves.

People who associate the full acceptance/recognition
of their sexuality with negative self-esteem are often es-
pecially critical and demanding of both themselves and
other members of the LGBT group. They aspire to estab-
lish absolute moral standards of behaviour for gays and
lesbians, which frequently gives rise to conflict within
the group.”? Many of them try to distance themselves
from the group and prove that they are better than the
other group members who do not satisfy this “moral
standard”.

Understanding the negative consequences of the ho-
mophobic environment does not automatically make
LGBT people sensitive to representatives of other mar-
ginalized groups. Attitudes within the community are
not uniform. Thanks to other stereotypes and prejudices
internalized during the homo-, bi- and transphobia, sex-
ism, ageism and socialization process, some members of
the group carry the status of double or even triple minor-
ity and, accordingly, endure more stress. The conflict be-
tween one’s sexuality and the norms prevailing in the en-
vironment forces some people to live an asexual lifestyle
or reject engaging in long-term, committed relationships.
These people often show interest in“inaccessible objects”

A dismissive attitude towards heterosexuals and
avoiding contact with them (heterophobia), as well as
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hypertrophic pride in one’s homosexual orientation can
also be considered manifestations of internalized ho-
mophobia.

Supporters of affirmative gay therapy have proposed
several ways to overcome internalized homophobia on
the basis of examples of individual clinical cases of inter-
nalized homophobia and analysis of the discrimination
cycle:®

o Accepting yourself for what you are;

« Overcoming the tendency to blame yourself and feel
guilty;

¢ Understanding the negative consequences of isola-
tion and aspiring towards inclusivity;

« Fighting against discrimination, which implies open-
ly expressing your opinion and highlighting the nega-
tive consequences of discrimination (otherwise people
may think that you are satisfied with your current status
and situation); identifying positive role models and be-
ing one; and supporting those who are discriminated
against.

Eka Aghdgomelashvili
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Any conversation about modern British drama cannot be
without reference to the author who wrote a certain legend-
ary 1996 play; the play, whose title is often partially replaced
with asterixes, belongs to Mark Ravenhill and its title is “Shop-
ping and Fucking".

Mention of Ravenhill, whose very name has been elevated
to cult status, brings to mind several associations — he never
hid his homosexuality, and the whole world knows that in the
1990s he was diagnosed with HIV. Yet despite his “scandalous”
biography, no-one can deny that Ravenhill brought some-
thing absolutely new to the development of British and world
drama and crafted a completely unique style.
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The explicit sexual nature and exceptional boldness of his
1990s plays “Shopping and Fucking’, “Faust is Dead’, “Hand-
bag” and “Some Explicit Polaroids” shocked even British audi-
ences accustomed to extreme drama. Still, they enjoyed great
popularity and to this day are performed in numerous leading
theatres across the world.

By now, the stage hooliganism of this “enfant terrible” sur-
prises no-one, and the label “gay playwright” is not ascribed
to him since he has already attained the status of “classic” The
majority of his plays have at least one gay character. They also
contain frank and often cruel sex scenes. One interviewer
asked Ravenhill if he thought of himself as a gay author. He
responded:

“My first work was not interpreted as simply a‘gay play; and
this did not particularly surprise me. Quite a few plays deal-
ing with the same themes had been written in previous years
- good examples are Kevin Elliot or Jonathan Harvey. | guess
you could say fate smiled upon me, since | when | came along
the groundwork had already been laid and writing about gay
characters was no longer considered unusual. That’s why if

LBI6IBN L3IIBISINEI6 "3T%N (BIPNL dIMIBI)".

Scene of the play “Pool (no water)”. Photo by daylife
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a character is gay, it doesn't necessary express the whole es-
sence of the play. | personally always try to avoid making such
assessments. | don't like it when my plays are labelled gay art.
Of course | also know that gays may be into my plays, but |
assure you that the vast majority of my audience is not gay:”’

Paradoxically, it is precisely Ravenhill's ruthless frankness
that allows him to give a common human resonance to the
problems of gay people: sex, violence and foul language ap-
pear in such great quantities in his works that they lose their
original meaning and take on symbolic weight.

But this excess is particularly striking only on first viewing.
When one gains a deeper familiarity with Ravenhill’s plays, it is
impossible not to appreciate his writing virtuosity. This author
takes the possibilities of language to such extremes, erases
boundaries and flouts all standards, and, in so doing, creates
an entirely new artistic reality. A reality some of his critics have
called “even more real than real life”.

Another characteristic of Ravenhill’s style is his unique sense
of humour. In his hands, even the most tragic and sad subjects
take on a comical air. Nothing is sacred or untouchable for
Ravenhill's wit. He manages to convey the tragic nature of hu-
man existence with comical flair. It's impossible not to laugh
even during his most cruel and sexually violent scenes. For
example, one character in “Shopping and Fucking” spends a
long time telling us about how his father was killed by his per-
fidious uncle, who then married his mother...

It's a completely obvious allusion to “Hamlet” but the story
takes strange twists and involves a herd of cattle trampling
over his dead father. Despite being affected by the tragic story,
audiences invariably laugh as they realize the allusion is in fact
not to “Hamlet’, but to Disney’s “The Lion King" There are nu-
merous other examples of this kind.

Ravenhill once offered the following explanation for his
play “Shopping and Fucking”: consumer society has made
sex a consumer object, robbed it of intimacy and rendered
it an empty act that is no different from going shopping. We
consume sex just as we consume any product that we buy at
the store. This play, Ravenhill’s first, remains his most popular
to this day.

Since 2000 Ravenhill has in a sense“conceded” his positions.
His writings no longer contain harsh radicalism and social-
political themes are dealt with in a more abstract manner. His
“scandalous” plays though are finding their way into theatres
in more and more countries outside Europe and North Ameri-
ca. Let’s see how long it takes“Shopping and Fucking”to reach
the Georgian stage. Thirteen years have passed already since
the play was written.

Shorena Dzneladze
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I returned home happy that night, my heart racing in
excitement. | live a long way from Friedrichshain, so I'd
spent about 45 minutes in the metro. The whole time
| was dizzy with happiness. As soon as | lay down in
bed, | remembered that over the previous few days |
had been the saddest and most lonely person in this
city. | smiled.
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It was the beginning of April. The dormitory emp-
tied at the very moment the spring holiday began. |
was the only one of my circle of friends who stayed in
the city. At first, this didn’t bother me: the whole city -
with its parks, cafes, galleries and theatres - was at my
disposal. Armed with books and monthly programme,
| felt calm. And, as fate would have it, the weather was
spectacular.

| started feeling lonely two weeks in. Two or three
days would pass without me so much as uttering a
word. | would get up early in the morning, have break-
fast at a bakery down the street, and then embark on
my route from the park to the cafe, from the cafe to
the gallery, from the gallery to the Turkish or Chinese
restaurant and from there back to the cafe. | explored
all of the city’s neighbourhoods and tried the doner
kebabs and Turkish tea in each of them; | discovered
that the theatre is in fact not a boring invention; and,
most importantly, | found a bicycle path leading from
my house directly to the centre. My days were full and
sober. A bit sad, though.

| decided to spend the last five days of my holiday in
Munich. | needed a change. My trip was still a few days
away, though, so naturally, | had to keep myself busy
with something. | found an advert for a local party on
the internet. “For women only - nothing from the in-
side and empty from the bottom” - | struggled through
translating the German title. Sounded quite interest-

ing.

1}

The party was in Friedrichshain, my favourite neigh-
bourhood. | was so excited that | left the house several
hours early. | wore jeans and a green T-shirt, with small,
black shoes. | deliberately didn't take my bike, as | had
an inkling that | was going to get drunk. At last, today |
was going to get drunk.

| had been wandering around a lot by the time it got
dark. | know a little Thai restaurant in Friedrichshain - the
cheapest and tastiest in the world, where they have a mil-
lion kinds of pastas with every imaginable kind of sauce.
| sat there for almost two hours, deliberately prolong-
ing the eating process. Finally, | headed towards the bar
where this intriguing party was supposed to take place.
But I found no bar. Instead, | found a small, calm courtyard
surrounded by residential apartment buildings. The first
floor of one of the buildings was alight with excitement.
Suddenly | felt embarrassed about the prospect of spend-
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ing the whole evening at a stranger’s house.

I was blushing from ear to ear when the door opened
- with my red cheeks, skinny white arms and heelless
shoes, | looked like a little child. | wasn't even wearing
make-up. This was a mistake... The woman who opened
the door looked absolutely magnificent. She wore black,
high-heeled boots over her tight black pants, she wore a
Kashmir top and her short blond hair sparkled silver. She
had probably put something in her hair. She would have
been about 40, and she was very charming.

There were only a few people inside - naturally, only
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women. | guess a lot of them were just curious and had
come to see what it was about. The silver-haired host,
whose name was Laura, told me | could buy “souvenirs”
and pointed me towards a collection of vagina-shaped
pillows. | couldn’t understand practically anything she
said, but | was too shy to ask if she knew English. | was
very confused and afraid of being left alone, so I at-
tentively looked at Laura’s painted eyes as she spoke
and dutifully nodded my head. She led me around,
showing me the vagina-shaped pillows, and then
vagina-shaped chandeliers. The soft vagina souvenirs
resembled flowers. When | saw posters on the wall fea-
turing pictures of real vaginas, | realized that | was not
mistaken: it seemed Laura and her friends really liked
vaginas.

Everybody smiled at me and shook my hand. These
polite Germans probably really wanted me to buy at
least one vagina pillow.

v

It was not a typical party - there wasn't even any al-
cohol. Eventually, Laura realized that | knew practically
no German and began mingling with other guests. In
my search for alcohol, | came across even more vagina-
shaped souvenirs. The apartment was well lit - these
girls had nothing to hide. In the light one could clearly
see the multicoloured threads embroidered in the
transparent cotton curtains, the beads affixed to the
walls and armchairs, the vaginas sewn from multico-
loured cloths and the fluffy, cream-coloured futons.

There was a group of girls lying on one of these fu-
tons looking over some kind of book. At Laura’s insis-
tent demand | went up to them and lay down in a free
spot.They smiled at me, laughed and continued speak-
ing in German. There were four of them. One of them
looked like a foreigner, with her wheat-coloured skin
so characteristic of the peoples of the south. She had
long black hair and was giving a gentle but thorough
back rub to the young fat woman lying down next to
her whose attention was fixed on the book. One of the
women was loudly and passionately reading the book
while the others listened in rapt attention.

| was surprised that | had never been to a party like
this in my whole life. Music was turned on and more
people began to show up, but still, the apartment was
still awash in light and the women were still convers-
ing calmly. Bottles of alcohol were still nowhere to be
found. Instead, interestingly dressed women began
to appear. Laura herself had changed her clothes. It



3memob dmonmgdo abgg o6 Rsbs. LadsgngMme gs8mRbro-
Bgb LonbBgMgbmm Ro(z8mmn Jomgdo, men@sba 339
a08mg(335ms.  3580bs  dogbgmo  gaMmomol  Laoaymmab
860336gmmmdsb: manal dogn g0BMm Fomgmol Basgmaw
sbems Bogn 3066im bozamgdo g330. Lbgs doemgdacs Lasa-
9830 0y3bgb, Bbmal Jomoal Lydbmerno Gobas 933,
OBO™ 3gBL 3o - 3o30b bazemalb Lol dozoba. bbggdo
dmgmg o6 aMdgmn 35898000 0y3696, 96 3o(30L Jomgemg-
dom, BogMs8 LagsMamome dngbnm bazgmgdo o6 g3300.
LB YMGLM Lsbabomds agm. dmmmgda 3o 0bgz o6 Robws.
sdgo-adoor  ym@gdedn mogmabyg®  mgzsmgdlb  dg3g-
%9979- 39000 ©d LabMInsba mzamada agm, asgnmody.
8o000 3a@®mba Bgdlb oMk 3603 nB3s Bogbal 3300bzgmms
“3e9d30”. 8mgmg mos gogabggo Jmemmmgdo 3gmbws.
R9MIzEmae 396D s 33Mgborm (36300DY  9BYMIMS,
mmd a9mdsbgemn ogm. Bowns gMdzs s Rgdo o agmb,
®0bLgdams s BanbyMno Imbgmoym. aboz ©ad6gMmo
Robros. (3m@o q3bammar gs8mzoymMgdmmno babggmawm
dndzgmo  93bosbo  Jormgdolb gmbdbg. asdabsmims, Hm3
0b63madMg 303m3g. d39800 53mzgabmbordy.

Vv

Fmoodoborgal 339 dogMomo s dmbodenmma  30-
4530. 6500053 maobn dmormn oo Jmn@sbs s ngosb
baBn 8y agmNg. ggMBbMMsE FEmadstamdonm, Rsbl,
sen3m3mends mogabo Jbs. ‘Bznobggmons 3mmddo’ €339
5afdg0b  goobmmmdms, Bogbo smafiy 3o Rsbrs. Bgdn
doM3bgbs  Fgbmdmgdn — dogagzgdsbn msbmgmo @
dbndsbn agfMdsbgmo gMmdsbgol 3y odGoncee gx-
9698mEbgb, s 3Ms BoM@m bMmady. Bbmdsbn bama by
03> o b3693mes, Msbmgmb 3o Eobbsz8gmo asgbows
> 3ndggma Lbgmebdy gbobmbgdmes. doemn, Gmdgemacs
856087 Boabnlb 656y39898L agngnmbagws, 8bxdsbl 3ab-
9630 3msboms s (390 bgmnm @bmgmb gBgMgdmes.
o850 Labobamds agm. goMdgdm yzgmasb ngnzg bog-
oo B3 Bogbob gemgdde’ — Jormgdo RBIB-RIVBR
3565b0mgdmmnysgbgb mgndgddbyg, bamohgdbs s @ob@g-
3%y > gMmmBsbgal gbnggetimmgdmmbab. gfMon Byzamo
8530005Dg(3 g0 93dgMamogm. el @sbsbgs obomes,
8oa3M8 3ndggm Lbymmgdl dmEnb dobo 3gM(3bemabeggn
030 39Mbse g03mgzy.

sdgo-adoor  ym@gdsdo abgg  mogmnbyg®  ;gemgdl
393989979- 3gonemo s Rg8bsnMsm ©adbgmmn mzgamgdo
agm. ao s80Rmys s gogmemndy. bawnsd doobms “du
guckst so schén” s 30MEad06 GmRgdda Bs3m(ss. Bawnab
39030 a98m 3gmbs, mywab. m3gbmbs dabn Gdan
&mhgdo s 393 393mM(39- bgem-Bgms 33m(3bnwnm gFcnds-
B, domnsb Babo s 3aMdbmdosmgm. Loadmzgbgdabash
BB gmBs ©38nsts, sbgm Jmzbab baRgggn o g0gsg0.

3AMBN / ART ——

was then that | came to appreciate the title given to
the party: Laura was now wearing tight black panties
instead of tight black trousers. Other women were in
their underwear too. Some of them were wearing sexy
thongs while others wore men'’s briefs-style bikini bot-
toms. Still others wore short or long dresses, or men'’s
trousers — but probably with no underwear beneath.
It was an interesting sight to behold. Still no sign of
bottles, though.

While scanning the room, | came across a pair of
honey-coloured eyes. They were kind and pretty eyes.
| smiled. The person they belonged to was lying to my
right, in the “book club” She had short, brown curls.
Her name was Nadja and, like me, she had come in
jeans and a T-shirt. She too looked confused. We both
looked a bit out of place against this backdrop of ele-
gant, half-naked women. | was happy to find someone
like me. | breathed a sigh of relief.

\

By midnight | was drunk and enraptured. Nadja
brought four bottles of beer and | drank three of them.
We spoke in German - apparently the alcohol helped
me out. No-one was reading in the “book club” any-
more. There was not even a book in sight. My neigh-
bours on the left — the dark-skinned foreigner and the
fat German - were enthusiastically caressing each oth-
er, and this time not only on each other’s backs.

The fat one layed on her back and moaned while the
foreign girl had taken her clothes off and was rubbing
against her body. The woman who had been reading
the book was simultaneously kissing the fat one on
the neck and caressing the foreign girl. It was a beauti-
ful sight to behold. Similar things were happening all
around. The women had split into groups and were
expressing their affection to each other on the futons,
carpets and couches. One couple was on a table. | tried
to catch sight of Laura, but couldn’t find her silvery
hair among the naked bodies.

Glancing around, | again saw those honey-coloured
eyes. They were kind eyes that expressed the kind of
confusion | was feeling. My heart skipped a beat and |
smiled at her. “Du guckst so schoen,” she told me, and
kissed me on the lips. Nadja tasted good - like beer. |
liked her soft lips and | kissed her back. We kissed each
other slowly, with great tenderness and sensitivity. A
surge of pleasure rushed through my body. | wasn't
used to kissing like that. It was an unusual and pleas-
ant feeling to not to fell stubble or a beard. | thought
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about this for a while, then | suspended the kissing
in order to ask Nadja to explain what “du guckst so
schoen” meant.

But instead of answering, she passionately kissed
me again and again. And when she kissed my neck,
my eyes closed involuntarily and | couldn’t open them
again for a long time.

Soon after, the music seemed to stop and | couldn't
even hear the fat German woman’s moaning anymore.
Nadja caressed my face with her soft fingers and kissed
me on my mouth, my lips, my neck and my breasts. Nad-
ja's tongue was soft and bumpy. | had long forgotten the
taste of the beer. Nadja’s taste and my taste became one.

When | came to a few moments later, | realized
that |, too, wanted to feel her body. | slipped my
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hand under her shirt and caressed her back. Her
skin was hot and soft - just like | knew it would be.
With my other hand, | undid her bra and touched
her breasts. Her warm breasts were supple, full and
very sensitive. Nadja squeezed me harder. | was to-
tally enraptured.

VI

Later on that evening, | thought of the silver-
haired Laura and smiled: | now fully shared her
and her friends’ enthusiasm for vaginas. Nadja and
| left the party together. The metro was about to
start running over. Nadja was on her bike, but she
accompanied me to the metro station. It was cold
on the way and we were both yawning. We said it
had been a good night. | returned home happy. My
heart was racing. | lay down in bed and decided
that | had no reason to go to Munich...

Mariam Gagoshashvili
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Martin Rochlin’s heterosexuality questionnaire

Gloria Steinem illustrated the insanity of sexism by stating the question, “What if we do to men what is done to women?”
She writes that if men were given lower paying jobs than women, lowered their chances of climbing the corporate ladder,
and had to endure other forms of sexist acts they would be appalled and everyone would see the insanity of what is done
to women. These words inspired Martin Rochlin to come up with the present questionnaire for those who believe every
person is born heterosexual or should be one and that other forms of sexual orientation are abnormal. Questionnaire is
composed of questions often asked to homo and bisexual persons. Try to seriously answer these questions without feel-
ing being insulted or ridiculed.

1. What do you think has caused you to be heterosexual?

2. When and how did you first decide you were a heterosexual?

3. Isn’tit possible your heterosexuality is just a phase you may grow out of?

4, Isit possible your heterosexuality stems from a neurotic fear of people of the same sex?

5. If you've never slept with a person of the same sex, how do you know you wouldn’t prefer it?
6. To whom have you disclosed your heterosexual tendencies? How did they react?

7. Why do you insist on being so obvious, and making a public spectacle of your heterosexuality? Cant you just
be who you are and keep it quiet?

8. Why do heterosexuals place so much emphasis on sex? Why are they so promiscuous?

9. The great majority of child molesters are heterosexuals. Do you really consider it safe to expose your children
to heterosexual teachers?

10. How can you enjoy a full, satisfying sexual experience or deep emotional rapport with a person of the oppo-
site sex when the differences are so vast? How can a man understand what pleases a woman, or vice-versa?

11. Even with all the societal support marriage receives, the divorce rate is spiralling. Why are there so few stable
relationships among heterosexuals?

12. Could you really trust a heterosexual therapist/counselor to be objective and unbiased? Don’t you fear he/she
might be inclined to influence you in the direction of his/her own preferences?

13. There seem to be very few happy heterosexuals. Techniques have been developed that could help you change
if you really wanted to. Have you considered trying psychotherapy or even aversion therapy?

We can endlessly continue with more questions. Did you answer them? No? Why not? Is it challenging? Homos are
frequently asked these questions.
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