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saqarTveloSi homoseqsualobis dekriminalizacia qveynis evrosabWoSi gawevrianebasTan dakavSire-

buli rigi valdebulebebis aRebas ukavSirdeba. arc depaTologizacia gamxdara samecniero debatebi-

sa Tu sajaro msjelobis sagani CvenTan. calkeuli politikosebis odiozuri gancxadebebis garda, 

romlebic xan homoseqsualobis xelaxali kriminalizaciis moTxovniT gamodian da xan homoseqsual-

TaTvis arCevnebSi monawileobis akrZalviT imuqrebian(!), media gajerebulia homofobiuri gamonaTq-

vamebiT, sadac xSirad moixsenieben homoseqsualebs avadmyofebad. 

seqsologiisa da fsiqologiis, rogorc mecnierebebis Camoyalibebis sawyis etapze, rodesac ho-

moseqsualoba pirvelad gaxda mecnierTa Seswavlis obieqti, paTologizacia garkveulwilad, gan-

pirobebuli iyo religiuri warmodgenebisa da sazogadoebrivi moralis Zlieri gavleniT. garda 

amisa, mecnierebi xSirad mxolod sakuTari pacientebis istoriebs eyrdnobodnen. mogvianebiT, rode-

sac sekularizaciis procesebis gaZlierebasTan erTad, SesaZlebeli gaxda adamianis  seqsualobis 

bunebis ufro Rrma Seswavla, mecnierebma ki kvlevis meTodologia Secvales, homoseqsualobis depa-

Tologizacia dRis wesrigSi dadga. 

dReisaTvis “daavadebaTa saerTaSoriso klasifikatorSi”, qveTavSi, romelic fsiqoseqsualur gan-

viTarebasa da orientacias exeba, calke miTiTebad aris gamoyofili, rom TavisTavad seqsualuri 

orientacia ar ganixileba rogorc daavadeba da fsiqoseqsualur ganviTarebasTan dakavSirebuli 

problemebi Tanabrad SeiZleba iqnas gamoyenebuli rogorc hetero, ise homo da biseqsualebis mimarT 

romelime jgufis calke gamoyofisa da paTologizebis gareSe. amgvar formulirebas fsiqologiuri 

problema ltolvis fiziologiuri paTologiis sibrtyidan socialuri ganwyobebis sferoSi gadahy-

avs, romlis mixedviTac ama Tu im saxis seqsualuri upiratesoba, SesaZloa, diskriminaciis safuZveli 

gaxdes sazogadoebis mxridan da amiT xeli Seuwyos fsiqikuri problemebis inicirebas konkretul 

individebSi konkretul cxovrebiseul garemoebaSi.

Jurnal “mes” winamdebare nomeri swored homoseqsualobis dekriminalizacia/depaTologizaciisa 

da sazogadoebaSi arsebuli negatiuri ganwyobebisa da stereotipebis internalizebiT gamowveul 

problemebs eTmoba.    

The decriminalization of homosexuality in Georgia was one of the numerous commitments the country undertook in join-
ing the Council of Europe. Similarly, depathologization has never been a topic of serious medical debate or public discussion. 
Apart from odious statements by certain politicians calling variously for the recriminalization of homosexuality and for homo-
sexuals to be denied the right to vote (!), the local media is saturated with homophobic messages in which homosexuals are 
often considered mentally ill. 

Homosexuality fi rst became the subject of academic study when sexology and psychology were fi rst being established as 
sciences. Its widespread classifi cation as a pathology arose due to the infl uence of religious notions and public morals. Fur-
thermore, scientists often based their research on their own homosexual patients who were already undergoing treatment 
for other illnesses. Later on, along with the strengthening of secularization processes, it became possible to study the nature 
of human sexuality more in depth and researchers changed their methods. The depathologization of homosexuality was now 
on the agenda. 

Now the subchapter dealing with psychological development and orientation in the World Health Organization’s “Interna-
tional Classifi cation of Diseases” contains a special remark that sexual orientation per se should not be considered an illness and 
that problems related to psychosexual development are distributed equally among hetero-, homo- and bisexual individuals, 
so there is no need to single out or pathologize any of these groups. 

This provision sought to move a psychological problem from the realm of a physiological pathology of desire into the realm 
of prevailing social moods, according to which this or that type of sexual preference could form the basis for discrimination on 
the part of society and in so doing facilitate the psychiatric problems among certain individuals in certain living environments. 

The main topic of the present issue of “Me” magazine is the decriminalization/depathologization of homosexuality and the 
problems arising from the internalization of the negative attitudes and stereotypes prevalent in society. 
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Media

A Media Club event devoted to the topic of ho-
mophobia was organized by the Human Rights 

Centre at the New Art Cafe. Representatives of the 
Inclusive Foundation informed journalists about 
discrimination against LGBT people in the country. 
A talk was given on the coverage of LGBT issues in 
the Georgian media. After reports were presented, 
a discussion was held in which the ambassador of 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands took part along-
side the journalists. 

Against homophobia

A public discussion titled “Homophobia, from 
Private to Public Space” was held at the Hein-

rich Böll Foundation’s Tbilisi office on 20 May. The 
event was timed to coincide roughly with both 
the International Day Against Homophobia and 
Transphobia on 17 May and the anniversary of 
the decriminalization of homosexuality in Geor-
gia on 1 June 2000. Taking part in the discussion 
were representatives of the Inclusive Foundation, 
as well as the leader of the Christian Democratic 
Institute, Nodar Sarjveladze. After the presenters 

media

niu art kafeSi adamianis uflebebis centris 

mier organizebul media klubis RonisZieba 

homofobiis Temas daeTmo. RonisZiebaze fondis 

warmomadgenlebic iyvnen miwveulebi, romlebmac 

damswre Jurnalistebs qveyanaSi lgbt adamianebis 

diskriminaciasTan dakavSirebiT ganaxlebuli mo-

nacemebi gaacnes. calke moxseneba daeTmo lgbt 

sakiTxebis gaSuqebas qarTulenovani media saSu-

alebebiT. moxsenebebis Semdeg diskusia gaimarTa, 

sadac JurnalistebTan erTad niderlandebis same-

fos elCmac miiRo monawileoba. 

homofobiis winaaRmdeg

17 maisi homofobiisa da transfobiis winaaRm-

deg brZolis dRea, 2000 wlis pirveli ivniss 

ki saqarTveloSi homoseqsualobisaTvis sisxlis 

samarTlis pasuxismgebloba gauqmda. am TariRebT-

an dakavSirebiT hainrix biolis fondSi gaimarTa 

sajaro diskusia “homofobia – piradidan sajaro 

sivrcemde”. diskusiaSi fondis warmomadgenlebTan 

erTad, momxseneblad miwveuli iyo qristian-de-

mokratiuli institutis xelmZRvaneli, nodar sar-

jvelaZe. moxsenebebis Semdeg dagegmili diskusia 

ramdenime pirma CaSala. maT Tavi “marTlmadidebel 
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spoke, several persons calling themselves mem-
bers of the radical Union of Orthodox Parents 
disrupted the discussion. They stated grievances 
against the Foundation, saying “we demand that 
these immoral people be forced to leave”, and is-
sued threats; they then aggressively argued with 
audience members. Police arrived at the scene 40 
minutes after they were called, long after the peo-
ple who disrupted the event had left the building. 
Despite the fact that the disrupters had openly 
threatened a representative of the Böll Foundation 
and the moderator of the discussion, the police did 
not open a criminal case. 

Visits

For the second time, representatives of the In-
clusive Foundation attended Moldova’s Gay 

Pride festival. They took part in a training on re-
lations with the media concerning LGBT issues. 
Inclusive representatives participated in various 
other events and laid flowers at the memorial to 
the Stalinist repressions. 

Another Gay Pride festival was held in Riga. This 
year it was called Baltic Friendship Days, since 

our colleagues, who also work in a homophobic en-
vironment, decided to unite many forces through 
holding regional events. Inclusive representative 
took part in the parade, alongside other members 
of ILGA Europe’s executive board. 

Representatives of the Swedish organization 
RFSU visited Georgia to familiarize themselves 

with the activities of the Inclusive Foundation with 
an eye towards prospects for future cooperation. 

Survey

The Inclusive Foundation completed its seg-
ment-specific survey about LGBT sexual behav-

iour. Seventy-two people were interviewed in the 
study, which was comprehensive and sought to 
determine group members’ accessibility to means 
of protection, how informed they are about safer 

mSobelTa kavSiris” wevrebad waradgines. fondis 

warmomadgenelTa mimarT gamoTqmuli pretenzie-

bi “Cven moviTxovT, es uzneo adamianebi gaaZevoT 

darbazidan”, muqarasa da damswre auditoriis 

calkeuli warmomadgenlebis mimarT agresiul 

urTierTSelaparakebaSi gadaizarda. patrulis 

TanamSromlebi 40 wuTis dagvianebiT gamocxadnen, 

rodesac wesrigis damrRvevebs Senoba ukve datove-

buli hqondaT. miuxedavad imisa, rom mmk-s wevrebi 

Riad daemuqrnen biolis fondis warmomadgenelsa 

da diskusiis moderators, adgilze mosul krimi-

nalistebs sisxlis samarTlis saqme ar aRuZravT. 

vizitebi

fondis warmomadgenlebi moldovis gei praids 

meored daeswrnen. praidis farglebSi 

dagegmili sxvadasxva RonisZiebebis farglebSi maT 

monawileoba miiRes treiningSi, romelic lgbt  

problemebze mediasTan TanamSromlobis sakiTxebs 

exeboda. inkluzivis warmomadgenlebi daeswrnen 

praidis sxva RonisZiebebsac da yvavilebiT Seamkes 

stalinuri represiebis msxverplTa memoriali.

rigaSi morigi gei praidi gaimarTa. wels mas 

baltiis “megobrobis dReebi” ewoda, radgan 

homofobiur garemoSi momuSave Cvenma kolegeb-

ma ZalTa gaerTianeba regionaluri RonisZiebiT 

gadawyvites. ilga evropis aRmasrulebeli sabWos 

sxva wevrebTan erTad, msvlelobaSi fondis warmo-

madgenelic iRebda monawileobas. 

saqarTvelos Sveduri organizacia RFSU-s war-

momadgenlebi ewvivnen, romlebic gaecnen fon-

dis da misi partniori organizaciebis saqmianobas 

momavali TanamSromlobis perspeqtivebis gaTval-

iswinebiT.

kvleva

fondma daasrula lgbt jgufis sqesobrivi qce-

vis segmenturad specifiuri kvleva. gamokiTx-

vaSi monawileoba miiRo 72 respondentma. kvleva 

sakmaod moculobiTi iyo da miznad isaxavda dae-

dgina jgufis wevrTa xelmisawvdomoba Tavdac-

vis saSualebebze, maTi informirebulobis done 

usafrTxo seqsTan dakavSirebiT, samedicino mom-
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sex, their access to medical services (from the 
standpoint of the sensitivity of health profession-
als), the forms, frequency and context of discrimi-
nation etc. The study also showed how these fac-
tors influence the behaviour of LGBT people and 
to what extent the Inclusive Foundation has been 
able to impact the situation through its activism 
within the framework of the health programme. 
A brief overview of the survey results will be pre-
sented in the next issue of the magazine. 

IDAHO

On 17 May 1990 the World Health Organization 
officially removed homosexuality from the list 

of mental illnesses. This is why the date has been 
selected by the LGBT movement as the Internation-
al Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia (IDA-
HO). The occasion was marked for the fifth time this 
year, and various activities were held throughout 
the world. The Czech Republic, in the capacity of 
president country of the European Union, issued 
a special statement about the need to combat 
homophobia. It is noteworthy that Georgia was 
among the countries signing on to the document. 

More Lithuania

The Lithuanian Seimas (parliament) overwhelm-
ingly approved a law “on protecting minors 

from the detrimental effect of public information” 
that prohibited publicly speaking about homo-
sexuality or bisexuality and disseminating related 
information that in any form could be accessible to 
minors. The law effectively equates speaking about 
homosexuality with physical or psychological vio-
lence, showing dead or disfigured human bodies 
and disseminating information that causes fear 
or nightmares and can potentially lead to suicide. 
The European Parliament issued harsh statements 
over the matter. The Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe (PACE) also strongly condemned 

saxurebis xelmisawvdomoba (profesionalTa sensi-

tiurobis gaTvaliswinebiT), diskriminaciis gamov-

linebis sixSire formebisa da gamovlenis adgilis 

mixedviT da sxv. kvlevis meSveobiT isic gaxda 

cnobili, Tu ramdenad zemoqmedebs es faqtorebi 

jgufis wevrebis qcevaze da ramdenad moaxerxa 

fondma mdgomareobaze zegavlenis moxdena janmr-

Telobis programis farglebSi ganxorcielebuli 

aqtivobebiT. kvlevis Sedegebis mokle mimoxilvas 

Jurnalis Semdgom nomrebSi SemogTavazebT. 

IDAHO 

1990 wlis 17 maiss msoflio jandacvis or-

ganizaciam homoseqsualoba fsiqikuri 

daavadebebis siidan amoiRo. swored amitom airCia 

es TariRi msoflio lgbt moZraobam homofobiisa 

da transfobiis winaaRmdeg brZolis saerTaSor-

iso dRed (IDAHO). es dRe ukve mexuTed aRiniSna 

da TiTqmis mTeli msoflio moicva. am TariRTan 

dakavSirebiT CexeTis respublikam, rogorc imxanad 

evrokavSiris prezidentma qveyanam, specialuri 

gancxadeba gaakeTa homofobiis winaaRmdeg brZolis 

aucileblobaze. aRsaniSnavia, rom am gancxadebas 

saqarTvelomac moawera xeli. 

kvlav litva

litvis seimam (parlamenti) absoluturi 

umravlesobiT daamtkica kanoni “aras-

rulwlovanTa sajaro informaciis mavne zegav-

lenisagan dacvis Sesaxeb”, romlis mixedviTac 

homoseqsualobaze da biseqsualobaze saubari 

da nebismieri saxiT informaciis gavrceleba sa-

jaro sivrceSi, romelic arasrulwlovanTaTvis 

SeiZleba xelmisawvdomi iyos, kanoniT aikrZala. 

am kanonis mixedviT homoseqsualobaze saubari 

gauTanabres fizikuri an fsiqologiuri Za-

ladobis, gvamis an dasaxiCrebuli sxeulis Cvene-

basa da iseTi saxis informaciis gavrcelebas, 

romelic SiSs da koSmarebs iwvevs an potenciu-

rad TviTmkvlelobis gamomwvevi mizezi SeiZle-

ba gaxdes. evroparlamentma mwvave gancxadebebi 
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the law, though none of the Georgian MPs taking 
part in the PACE session in Strasbourg signed the 
statements to this effect. Protest rallies were held 
at Lithuanian embassies in various European coun-
tries. Upon returning home from Georgia, Lithu-
anian President Valdas Adamkus vetoed the bill 
shortly before the expiration of his term and sent it 
back to the Seimas for further discussions. But Sei-
mas members overrode the president’s veto, this 
time with an even greater number of votes. The 
new, president, Dalia Grybauskaite, was left to sign 
the bill into law; she said she did so with regret.

European Parliament

Elections to the European Parliament were held 
on 4-7 June. The poll results weakened the in-

fluence of groups espousing socialist ideals and 
left the centre-right European People’s Party with 
the largest presence in the parliament. Thanks in 
large part to ILGA Europe’s campaign “Be Bothered”, 
19 per cent of elected MEPs are committed to ad-
vancing LGBT people’s demands for equality. The 
campaign sought to get candidates for MEP seats 
to sign ILGA Europe’s 10-point appeal outlining 
LGBT demands for equality. 835 candidates signed 
on and 139 of them were elected to the European 
Parliament. 

gaakeTa am faqtTan dakavSirebiT. evropis sabWos 

saparlamento asambleamac dagmo am kanonis miRe-

ba. aRsaniSnavia, rom strasburgis sesiaze myofi 

saqarTvelos deputaciidan am gancxadebisaTvis 

xeli aravis mouweria. evropis qveynebSi lit-

vis saelCoebTan saprotesto aqciebi gaimarTa. 

saqarTvelodan samSobloSi dabrunebulma pre-

zidentma valdas adamkusma Tavisi saprezidento 

vadis gasvlamde am kanons veto daado da sei-

mas daubruna gansaxilvelad. seimam xmaTa kidev 

ufro didi raodenobiT ukuagdo prezidentis 

veto da kanonze xelmowera ukve axlad arCeul 

qal prezidents, dalia gribauskaites mouwia, 

misive TqmiT _ sinanulis grZnobiT.

evroparlamenti

2009 wlis 4-7 ivniss evroparlamentis ar-

Cevnebi gaimarTa. arCevnebis Sedegebis 

mixedviT socialistebis poziciebi Sesustda da 

memarjvene-centristi evropis xalxTa partiis 

deputatebi (EPP) evroparlamentSi yvelaze did 

dajgufebad kvlav rCeba. am Sedegebis paralelurad 

gairkva, rom ilga evropis mier arCevnebamde wamow-

yebuli kampaniis “Seiwuxe Tavi” meSveobiT arCeuli 

deputatebis 19% erTgulia lgbt adamianebis Tanas-

worebis moTxovnisa. kampaniis mizani arCevnebamde 

kandidatebis xelmowerebis mobilizacia iyo. ilga 

evropis 10 punqtian mimarTvas 835-ma kandidatma 

moawera xeli, maTgan 139 ki evroparlamentSi air-

Cies.         

LITHUANIAN PARLIAMENT HAD ADOPTED 

THE LAW THAT PROHIBITS SPEAKING OF 

HOMOSEXUALITY IN PUBLIC.  THE EUROPEAN 

PARLIAMENT ISSUED HARSH STATEMENTS 

OVER THE MATTER.

litvis parlamentma miiRo 

kanoni, romelic krZalavs 

homoseqsualobaze sajarod 

saubars. evroparlamentma 

mwvave gancxadebebi gaakeTa 

am faqtTan dakavSirebiT.
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On 17th of May International day against ho-
mophobia and transphobia (IDAHO) was marked by 
LGBT activists for the fifth time. This date relates to 
World Health Organization’s decision to withdraw 
homosexuality from the list of mental disorders back 
in 1990. 

Celebration of this day has gone beyond just activ-
ists. Several countries started officially marking this 
day. This year European Union delivered a statement 
condemning homophobia, which by the way was 
joined by Georgia.

I will try to find the link between this kind of de-
clared support from Georgian state to the real state 
of affairs below in the article.

Homophobia

Homophobia stands for the fear and hatred to LGBT 
people, though in a modern day movement many at-
tribute this term to the hatred specifi cally toward gay 
men. In this case terms – lesbihpobia, biphobia and 
transphobia might be used to focus on diff erent seg-
ments of community. Homophobia can be institution-
alized as well as learned during the process of socializa-
tion of a person. The latter can be targeting one’s self 
(See the article on internalized homophobia in Theme 
section of the issue) as well as other members of com-
munity. The present article addresses the institutional 
homophobia.

Around 80 UN member states criminalize consented 
adult same sex sexual practice, among which 5 coun-
tries and 2 territories condemn it to death. Many states 
oppress homosexuality through mass detention, raid-
ing meeting places, forced genital surgery of non-Trans, 
excluding from the fi elds of military and education etc. 

lgbt aqtivistebma wels mexuTed aRniSnes 17 

maisi, rogorc homofobiisa da transfobiis wi-

naaRmdeg brZolis saerTaSoriso dRe (IDAHO). 

es TariRi ukavSirdeba msoflio jandacvis or-

ganizaciis (WHO) mier homoseqsualobis fsiqi-

kuri daavadebebis CamonaTvalidan amoRebas 

1990 wlis 17 maiss. 

am dRis aRniSvna wels aqtivistTa wres gacda. 

ramdenime qveyanaSi es dRe ukve oficialurad 

aRiniSneba, xolo evrokavSirma 16 maiss, briu-

selSi oficialuri gancxadebiT dagmo homofo-

bia. aRsaniSnavia, rom am gancxadebas saqarTve-

loc SeuerTda. 

ramdenad asaxavs saqarTvelos evrokavSiris 

gancxadebasTan SeerTeba qveyanaSi arsebul re-

alur suraTs? amis garkvevas statiaSi Sevecde-

bi. 

homofobia

homofobia krebiTi terminia da lgbt ada-

mianebis mimarT SiSsa da siZulvils niSnavs, 

Tumca, Tanamedrove lgbt moZraobaSi xSirad 

iyeneben mxolod gei mamakacebis mimarT si-

Zulvilis aRsaniSnavadac. Sesabamisad, cal-

ke terminebs xmaroben jgufis sxva wevrebis 

mimarT negatiuri damokidebulebis aRsaw-

erad – lesbifobia, bifobia da transfo-

bia. ganasxvaveben institucionalizebul da 

SeTvisebul homofobias, romelic sakuTari 

Tavisa da jgufis sxva wevrTa winaaRmdegaa 

mimarTuli (internalizebuli homofobia, vr-

clad ix. statia rubrikaSi “Tema”). am SemTx-

vevaSi Cven institucionalizebul homofobi-

aze SevCerdebiT.   

mraval qveyanaSi homoseqsualoba krimi-

nalizebulia. kerZod, gaeros wevr 80-mde 

homofobia saqarTveloSi: 
      erTi medalis orive mxare

uflebebi / RIGHTS 
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Homophobia and Georgian state

History of criminalizing same sex activity by civil 
laws date back to Czar’s Russian rule and aggra-
vates with Stalin’s reign. Decriminalization on the 
other hand is connected to Georgia’s membership 
to Council of Europe. 10 years ago, Georgia was 
tasked to re-regulate number of issues as the part 
of commitments undertaken during membership 
talks. This list of necessary legislative changes in-
cluding withdrawal of the “sodomy article” in new 
criminal code of Georgia. As decriminalization was 
never a subject of public discussion many of our co 
nationals do not know that same sex act between 
consenting adults is no longer a punishable deed. 

saxelmwifoSi zrdasruli adamianebis erTsqe-

siani da nebayoflobiTi sqesobrivi aqti sisx-

lis samarTlis danaSaulad iTvleba. maTgan 

5 saxelmwifosa da 2 saxelmwifos calkeul 

administraciul teritoriaze aseTi kavSiri 

sikvdiliTac ki isjeba. mravali saxelmwifo 

xels uwyobs lgbt adamianebis Seviwrovebas 

sxvadasxva meTodebiT (masobrivi dapatimre-

bebi, TavSeyris adgilebis reidebi, iZulebiTi 

sqesis Secvlis operacia, rodesac pirovneba 

ar aris transeqsuali, Tavdacvisa da gana-

Tlebis sfroebSi lgbt adamianTa muSaobis 

SezRudva da a.S.).   

homofobia da 
qarTuli saxelmwifo

qronologiurad mivyveT saxelmwifos 

damokidebulebis cvlas homoseqsualobis 

mimarT uaxles istoriaSi.

saqarTveloSi mamakacTa homoseqsualobis 

saero kanonebiT dasjis tradicia mefis ru-

seTidan iRebs saTaves da stalinis mmarTv-

elobis periodSi kidev ufro mwvave xasiaTs 

iZens. homoseqsualobis dekriminalizacia ki 

saqarTvelos evropis sabWoSi gawevrianebisas 

moxda, rodesac saqarTvelos daekisra mTeli 

rigi sakiTxebis sakanonmdeblo doneze axle-

burad daregulireba da maT Soris sisxlis 

samarTlis axali kodeqsis miReba, romelSic 

“mamaTmavlobis” muxli aRar iqneboda. dekrim-

inalizacia yovelgvari sajaro ganxilvis ga-

reSe moxda. amitom bevrma Cvenma Tanamoqa-

laqem dRemde ar icis, rom homoseqsualoba 

kanoniT dasjadi qmedeba aRar aris da arc is, 

rom aRarc paTologiad miiCneva. sabolood, 

dekriminalizacia 2000 wlis 1 ivniss moxda, 

rodesac sisxlis samarTlis axali kodeqsi 

Sevida ZalaSi. aRsaniSnavia, rom am muxliT 

gasamarTlebaze erTgvari de faqto morato-

riumi dawesda da erovnuli damoukideblobis 

periodSi aravin gasamarTlebula. Tumca am 

muxlis arseboba samarTaldamcav organoebs 

araerTxel gamouyenebiaT rekrutirebisaTvi-

sa da sasurveli Cvenebebis misaRebad.  

saqarTvelo evrosabWos wevrobasTan er-

Tad evropis adamianis uflebebis konvencias 

miuerTda. am konvenciis me-14 muxlze, ro-
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 saqarTvelo yofil sabWoTa 

respublikebSi (evrokavSiris wevri 

baltiispireTis saxelmwifoebis 

gamoklebiT) lgbt sakiTxebTan 

mimarTebaSi yvelaze progresuli 
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Neither do many know that homosexuality is no 
longer treated as a decease. Eventually, decrimi-
nalization arrived by June the 1st 2000, when new 
criminal code entered into force. It is worth not-
ing that there was kind of informal moratorium on 
punishment on this grounds after independence 
from Soviet Union and before decriminalization, 
though, reportedly law enforcers used presence 
of the article as means of recruiting or mastering 
necessary testimonies by those blackmailed with 
“sodomy article” in the law.  

Along with joining the Council of Europe, Georgia also 
became a party to European Convention on Human 
Rights. The article 14 of this convention lists the grounds 
of non-discrimination among which sexual orientation 
is not listed. However, under protocol 12 on the article 
14 widens the list of the grounds and interprets the 
article to be inclusive of non-discrimination ground of 
sexual orientation. The protocol is signed and ratifi ed by 
Georgian state and has a legal force. 

In 2006, new labor code entered into force. Article 2.3 
of the new law lists sexual orientation as the prohib-
ited ground for discrimination in employment among 
other grounds. There is the second exception case 
of the law that directly mentions sexual orientation. 
Namely, the law on penitents’ rights also has sexual ori-
entation covered. 

To determine the formal standing of the Georgian state 
two important facts occurred. In December 2008, during 
the UN General Assembly, Georgia signed the statement 
on sexual orientation and gender identity (SOGI decla-
ration) delivered by France on behalf of the EU. As we 
mentioned in the beginning of the article, Georgia also 
signed the EU statement condemning homophobia. 

The other side of the coin?

Georgia has the most progressive legislation in re-
lation to LGBT issues among other post-Soviet states 
except for Baltic EU member states. Unfortunately the 
practice tells the quite opposite. On one hand the state 
continues convincing European partners in its liberal 
democracy image, on the other it does not regard 
LGBT related work as its duty. For illustrating this reality 
few examples can be remembered: Public Defender’s 
Offi  ce (Ombudsman’s offi  ce) had distanced itself from 
the issue several times; government had interfered 
with TVs to stage LGBT related plots; Blood donorship 

melic sxvadasxva niadagze diskriminaciis 

akrZalvas exeba da romelSic seqsualuri ori-

entacia uSualod ar aris naxsenebi, gakeTda 

me-12 oqmi, romelic specifiurad miuTiTebs, 

rom seqsualur orientaciis niadagze dis-

kriminacia akrZalulia. es oqmi xelmowerili 

da ratificirebulia saqarTvelos mier da 

SesrulebisaTvis savaldebuloa. 

2006 wels ZalaSi Sevida Sromis kanonTa kod-

eqsi, romlis 2.3 muxlis mixedviTac seqsualuri 

orientaciis niadagze diskriminacia akrZaluli 

xdeba SromiT urTierTobebSi (diskriminaciis 

sxva safuZvlebTan erTad). amis garda arsebobs 

kidev erTi kanoni, romelic imave niadagze dis-

kriminacias krZalavs – pacientTa uflebebis 

Sesaxeb kanoni meore gamonaklisia, romelic se-

qsualur orientacias moicavs. 

saxelmwifos poziciis gansazRvrisaTvis bolo 

periodSi ori mniSvnelovani faqti moxda. 2008 

wlis dekemberSi saqarTvelom xeli moawera saf-

rangeTis mier evrokavSiris saxeliT gakeTebul 

gancxadebas, romelmac gaeros generalur asam-

bleaze homoseqsualuri urTierTobis sisxlis 

samarTlebrivi devna dagmo.

zemoT aRiniSna, rom saqarTvelom agreTve 

moawera xeli CexeTis mier evrokavSiris saxeliT 

gakeTebul gancxadebas homofobiis dagmobis 

Taobaze. 

medalis meore mxare?   

saqarTvelo yofil sabWoTa respublikeb-

Si (evrokavSiris wevri baltiispireTis sax-

elmwifoebis gamoklebiT) lgbt sakiTxebTan 

mimarTebaSi yvelaze progresuli kanonmde-

blobiT gamoirCeva. samwuxarod, igives ver 

vityviT realur mdgomareobaze. saxelmwifo, 

erTi mxriv, cdilobs liberaluri demokrati-

is saxe SeinarCunos evropeli partniorebis 

winaSe, maSin, rodesac lgbt sakiTxebze muS-

aobas sakuTar movaleobad ar miiCnevs. ase 

gansajeT, saxalxo damcvelis aparatis mier 

Temidan distancirebis araerTi faqti, sisx-

lis donorobis SezRudva homoseqsuali moqa-

laqeebisaTvis, telemauwyeblebze zemoqmdeba 

lgbt Tematikis gaSuqebisas, adamianis ufle-

bebis dacvisa da samoqalaqo integraciis sa-

parlamento komitetSi Riad homofobi depu-
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is restricted for homosexual citizens of Georgia; Openly 
homophobic persons have permanently held senior 
positions in the parliamentary committee on human 
rights and civil integration; and many more.

There is more than sufficient amount of docu-
mented facts, though the most recent and vivid 
case to show the real side of the coin is the speech 
by the candidate for Ombudsman’s office Dimitri 
Lortkipanidze, who stated that homosexuality shall 
be criminalized again. His fellow parliament mem-
bers did not find it necessary to condemn this state-
ment. And the fact that Mr. Lortkipanidze still holds 
the office of deputy head of human rights   parlia-
mentary committee only underlines the strength of 
institutional homophobia in Georgia (see more on 
this incident in the next issue). 

Paata Sabelashvili 

tatebis moRvaweoba da sxva mravali. 

am mdgomarebis dokumentirebisaTvis faqto-

brivi masala uxvad dagrovda. Tumca, Tval-

saCinoebisaTvis saxalxo damcvelis Tanamde-

bobis kandidatis, dimitri lorTqifaniZis 

gamonaTqvamebic kmara homoseqsualobis xe-

laxali kriminalizaciis Sesaxeb, razec par-

lamentis sxva wevrebma saTanado reagireba ar 

moaxdines. TviT is faqti, rom baton lorTqi-

faniZes adamianis uflebebis dacvis da samo-

qalaqo integraciis komitetis Tavmjdomaris 

moadgilis Tanamdeboba jer kidev uWiravs 

saqarTvelos realobaSi instituciuri homo-

fobiis arsebobas usavs xazs (am sakiTxze dam-

atebiTi informacia ixileT Jurnalis Semdeg 

nomerSi). 

paata sabelaSvili 
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codva, danaSauli, daavadeba, norma

Sin, Crime, Illness, Norm
Alongside decriminalization and the recognition of 

homosexuals’ civil rights, the normalization of homo-
sexuality also im plies its depathologization. In 1973 the 
American Psychiatric Association (APA) removed homo-
sexuality from its list of mental illnesses1  and in so doing 
acknowledged that homosexuality is an acceptable ex-
pression of human sexuality. In 1975 the American Psy-
chological Association2  backed that decision and in 1990 
the World Health Organization joined in by amending its 
“International Classifi cation of Diseases” (amendment 
No 10)3 . This logical result of the development of medical 
thinking was preceded by interesting studies and heated 
debates. 

The notion of homosexual behaviour as a sin originat-
ed in Judaism and was inherited by the other mono-
theistic religions. It is thought that Judaism’s sharply 
negative attitude towards homosexuality (like other 
manifestations of sexuality not linked to reproduction 
and confi ned to marriage) stemmed from competition 
with eastern religious cults: the Jews’ neighbouring 
tribes worshipped a fertility cult in which sex outside 
of marriage was a common practice. 

Several forms of homosexual and bisexual relations 
were considered absolutely natural in ancient Greece 
as well. While the majority of residents of ancient 
Greece were in heterosexual marriages, homosexu-
al relations between men were considered neither 
shameful nor sinful. In some places, e.g. Sparta, rela-
tions between grown men and teenage boys were 
legally recognized4. Homosexual relations were not 
banned in ancient Rome either, where marriages be-
tween two men or two women were recognized by 
society. Several emperors, e.g. Nero, are known to have 
been married to men. 5 

It is widely thought that the Christian religion has 
condemned homosexuality from the very start, 
though some historians disagree. In his book Christian-
ity, Social Tolerance and Homosexuality,6 John Boswell 
maintains that the European Catholic Church did not 
express any hostility towards homosexuality until the 

homoseqsualobis normalizacia dekriminal-

izaciasa da homoseqsualTa samoqalaqo ufle-

bebis aRiarebis garda, mis depaTologizaciasac 

gulisxmobs. 1973 wels “amerikis fsiqiatrTa aso-

ciaciam” 1  homoseqsualoba fsiqikur aSlilobaTa 

siidan amoiRo, riTac aRiara, rom homoseqsua-

loba adamianis seqsualobis gamoxatvis misaRebi 

formaa. 1975 wels am gadawyvetilebas “amerikis 

fsiqologTa asociaciac”2 miuerTda, 1990 wels ki 

“msoflio jandacvis organizaciam” daadastura 

es gadawyvetileba daavadebaTa saerTaSoriso 

klasifikaciaSi  (me-10-e Sesworeba)3  Sesabamisi  cv-

lilebis SetaniT. Tumca, samedicino azrovnebis 

ganviTarebis logikur Sedegs, win saintereso kv-

levebi da cxare debatebi uZRvoda. 

warmodgena homoseqsualur qcevaze, ro-

gorc codvaze, iudaizmSi Camoyalibda da mis-

gan sxva monoTeisturma religiebma miiRes mem-

kvidreobiT. iTvleba, rom iudaizmis mkveTrad 

uaryofiTi damokidebuleba homoseqsualobis 

(iseve, rogorc seqsualobis sxva gamovline-

bebTan, romelic ar ukavSirdeba reproduqcias 

da araa reglamentirebuli qorwinebiT) mimarT, 

ukavSirdeboda axloaRmosavlur religiur 

kultebTan konkurencias: Zveli iudevelebis 

mezobeli tomebi nayofierebis kults scemdnen 

Tayvans da qorwinebis gareSe seqsualuri praq-

tika Cveulebrivi ram iyo. 

homo da biseqsualuri urTierTobis zogi-

erT formas Zvel saberZneTSic savsebiT bune-

brivad miiCnevdnen.  cxadia, Zveli saberZneTis 

mcxovrebTa umetesoba heteroseqsualur qor-

winebaSi imyofeboda, magram homoseqsualuri ka-

vSirebi mamakacTa Soris ar iTvleboda arc sir-

cxvilad da arc codvad, zogan ki (magaliTad 

spartaSi), mozrdil mamakacsa da mozards Soris 

urTierToba socialuradac iyo gaformebuli.4  

homoseqsualuri urTierTobebi arc Zvel romSi 

ikrZaleboda kanoniT. qorwineba or mamakacs an 

or qals Soris aRiarebuli iyo sazogadoebis 

mier. cnobilia, rom ramdenime imperatori (maT 
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end of the 12th century.
The modern Catholic Church, however, has fought 

against homosexuality, citing mainly the works of St 
Augustine and Thomas Aquinas. Both considered that 
any sexual act that does not entail the possibility of 
conception was unnatural and, accordingly, sinful. The 
church became a powerful force in regulating sexual 
behaviour. In the Middle Ages, being accused of ho-
mosexuality hardly meant only being declared per-
verted and sinful. Such people were also considered 
traitors and heretics.6  With the secularization of public 
life, part of the Church’s power was transferred to the 
state. This is how a sin became a crime against society. 

By the 19th century, secularization processes had 
grown stronger and come to infl uence the develop-
ment of natural sciences as well. Yet even psychology 
and sexology, as young sciences in the beginning stage 
of their formation, came under the strong infl uence of 
religious notions and Victorian morals. 7

Soris neroni), daqorwinebuli iyo mamakacze.5 

dRes iTvleba, rom qristianuli religia Ta-

vidanve ganikiTxavda homoseqsualobas, Tumca, 

zogierTi istorikosi ar eTanxmeba am mosazre-

bas. jon bosueli Tavis naSromSi “qristianoba, 

sazogadoebrivi Semwynarebloba da homoseq-

sualoba”, amtkicebs, rom kaTolikuri evropa 

XII saukunis bolomde ar amJRavnebda mtrul 

damokidebulebas homoseqsualTa mimarT. ho-

moseqsualobis winaaRmdeg brZolisas kaToli-

kuri eklesia ZiriTadad wm. avgustinesa da wm. 

Toma aqvinelis Sromebs iyenebda. orive maTganis 

azriT, nebismieri seqsualuri aqti, romelic 

gamoricxavs Casaxvis SesaZleblobas, arabune-

brivia da Sesabamisad, codvili. eklesia seq-

sualuri qcevis maregulirebel mZlavr Zalad 

gadaiqca. Sua saukuneebSi  homoseqsualobaSi  

dadanaSauleba   mxolod garyvnilad da cod-

vilad Seracxvas rodi niSnavda. imavdroulad, 

isini moRalateebad da eretikosebadac iTvle-

bodnen.6  sazogadoebrivi cxovrebis sekular-

izaciasTan erTad, eklesiis Zalauflebis nawili 

saxelmwifos xelSi gadavida. ase iqca codva da-

naSaulad sazogadoebis winaSe.

XIX saukuneSi, sekularizaciis procesebi 

kidev ufro gaZlierda, ramac gavlena moaxdina 

sabunebismetyvelo mecnierebebis ganviTareba-

zec. Tumca, fsiqologiisa da seqsologiis, ro-

gorc axalgazrda mecnierebebis Camoyalibebis 

sawyis stadiaze, mainc SeimCneva religiuri war-

modgenebisa Tu viqtorianuli moralis Zlieri 

gavlena.7

homoseqsualobis fsiqikur aSlilobad klasi-

ficirebis pirveli mcdeloba seqsologiis erT-

erTi pioneris rihard kraft-ebingis8  saxels 

ukavSirdeba, romelmac Tavis fundamentur naS-

romSi “sqesobrivi fsiqopaTiebi” homoseqsualo-

ba seqsualur qcevis paTologiebs Soris moix-

senia. kraft-ebingi homoseqsualobis mizezad 

memkvidreobiT defeqtebs asaxelebda, Tumca, ar 

gamoricxavda “SeZenis” faqtorsac. XIX saukunis 

bolos, karl ulrixma9  da magnus hirSfeldma10  

eWvqveS daayenes damokidebuleba homoseqsualo-

bis, rogorc paTologiis mimarT. maTi azriT, 

homoseqsualobis avadmyofobad CaTvla aras-

wori iyo, radgan is ar ayenebda vnebas Tavad 

am identobis mqone adamians. Tumca, rogorc 

herSfildis, ise kraft-ebingis ideebi, mogvi-

anebiT froidis fsiqoanalitikurma Teoriam 

 miRebuli monacemebi ar 

niSnavs, rom homoseqsualebi 

yovelTvis janmrTeli arian 

emociuri TvalsazrisiT, iseve 

rogorc ar adasturebs imas, 

rom heteroseqsualebi arasodes 

vardebian depresiaSi  .

 THIS DATA DO NOT INDICATE THAT 

HOMOSEXUALS ARE ALWAYS EMOTIONALLY 

HEALTHY NOR DO THEY IMPLY THAT 

HETEROSEXUALS NEVER FALL INTO  

DEPRESSION  .
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Richard Kraff t-Ebing,8  a pioneer in the fi eld of sexol-
ogy, is known as the fi rst person to attempt to classify 
homosexuality as a psychiatric disorder. In his major 
work Psychopathia Sexualis, Kraff t-Ebing said genetic 
defects were the cause of homosexuality, though he 
did not rule out the possibility of “acquisition” either. 

At the end of the 19th century, Karl Ulrichs 9  and Mag-
nus Hirschfeld10  cast doubt on the view of homosexu-
ality as a pathology. They said it was incorrect to clas-
sify homosexuality as an illness since it did not harm 
the people who bear that identity. The ideas of Ulrich 
and Hirschfeld were later eclipsed by Freud’s psycho-
analytical theory, which named an all-consuming fear 
of castration as the cause of homosexuality. 

The growing popularity of psychoanalysis greatly 
strengthened the view of homosexuality as an illness. A 
whole army of scientists tried to “cure” homosexual pa-
tients through long-term isolation, electro-shock therapy, 
hormonal drugs and other methods. 

The situation slowly began to change following the 
Second World War. Scientists began paying attention to 
the conditions in which the aforementioned studies were 
conducted and found that some of their colleagues who 
viewed homosexuality as a psychic disorder had based 
their conclusions on studies of homosexuals in prisons. 
Psychoanalysts used the medical histories of homosexual 
patients already seeking treatment for other illnesses. 
Working with groups not chosen at random clearly led 
scientists to the unfounded conclusion that there was 
a direct link between homosexuality and psychiatric ill-
nesses. 

In 1957 Evelyn Hooker 11  did a study with the participa-
tion of homosexuals and heterosexuals of approximately 
the same age, education and intellect. They were not 
prisoners and did not have any psychiatric disorders. She 
then handed over the results of anonymous testing to a 
group of expert psychologists who were to assess them 
without knowledge of the participants’ sexual orienta-
tion. 

The experiments showed that psychologists could not 
diff erentiate members of the two groups. A series of simi-
lar studies comparing the results of psychological tests 
of homosexuals and heterosexuals was held later on. 
Analysis of the results showed that the two groups did 
not diff er from one another in terms of the frequency of 
emotional deviations and mental illness. 12 

Clearly, this data do not indicate that homosexuals 
are always emotionally healthy nor do they imply that 
heterosexuals never fall into depression or experience 

Seaviwrova, romelic homoseqsualobis warmo-

Sobis mizezad kastraciis yovlismomcvel SiSs 

asaxelebda. 

homoseqsualobis, rogorc daavadebis Sesaxeb 

damokidebulebis ganmtkicebas didad Seuwyo 

xeli fsiqoanalizis mzardma popularobamac. 

mecnierTa mTeli armia cdilobda homoseqsuali 

pacientebis “gankurnebas” xangrZlivi izola-

ciis, eleqtroSokis, hormonaluri preparatebis 

gamoyenebiTa da sxva meTodebiT.

meore msoflio omis Semdeg situacia nel-nela 

Seicvala. mecnierebma yuradReba miaqcies im pi-

robebsac, romlebSic tardeboda kvlevebi – aR-

moCnda, rom mecnierTa is nawili, romelic homo-

seqsualTa fsiqikur disadaptaciaze saubrobda, 

amgvar daskvnebs cixeSi myof homoseqsualTa kv-

levis Sedegebze amyarebda. fsiqoanalitikosebi 

sakuTar homoseqsual pacientTa avadmyofobis 

istoriebs iyenebdnen. amgvar araSemTxveviTad 

SerCeul jgufebTan muSaobas mecnierebi homo-

seqsualobasa da  fsiqikur daavadebebs Soris 

calsaxa kavSiris arsebobis dausabuTebel mt-

kicebamde mihyavda. 

1957 wels, evelin hukerma Caatara kvleva,11 

romelSic daaxloebiT erTnairi asakis, gana-

Tlebisa da inteleqtis mqone homo da heterose-

qsualebma miiRes monawileoba. isini arc patim-

rebi iyvnen da arc raime fsiqikuri aSliloba 

hqondaT. anonimuri testirebis Sedegebi man 

eqspert fsiqologTa jgufs gadasca, romelTac 

kvlevis monawileTa seqsualur orientaciaze 

informaciis ararsebobis pirobebSi unda Seef-

asebinaT Sedegebi. eqsperimentma aCvena, rom 

fsiqologebma ver SeZles ganesxvavebinaT am ori 

jgufis wevrebi. mogvianebiT, msgavsi gamokv-

levebis seria, romlebSic adarebdnen homo da 

heteroseqsualTa fsiqologiuri testirebis 

Sedegebs, gagrZelda. monacemTa analizma aCvena, 

rom emociuri gadaxrebisa da fsiqikuri daa-

vadebaTa sixSiris mixedviT, es jgufebi ar gan-

sxvavdebian erTmaneTisagan.12

cxadia, miRebuli monacemebi ar niSnavs, rom 

homoseqsualebi yovelTvis janmrTeli arian 

emociuri TvalsazrisiT,13 iseve rogorc ar adas-

turebs imas, rom heteroseqsualebi arasodes 

vardebian depresiaSi da ar ganicdian SfoTvas. 

Tumca, am monacemebis safuZvelze, mecnierebs 

SeuZliaT ganacxadon, rom homoseqsualoba, ro-

gorc aseTi, ar SeiZleba CaiTvalos fsiqikuri 
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anxiety.13  But based on this information scientists can 
now state that homosexuality per se cannot be consid-
ered a form of psychic disadaptation and is not neces-
sarily characterized by signs thereof.14

Despite the whole range of studies and resolutions 
issued by authoritative organizations, some psycholo-
gists and psychiatrists continue to believe to this day 
that the APA’s 1973 decision was the result of political 
pressure from gay activists and members of the homo-
phile movement. These sceptics include the members 
of the National Association for Research and Therapy 
of Homosexuality (NARTH), a group founded in 1992 
that frequently publishes data about “eff ective meth-
ods” of curing homosexuality and claims of success. 15 
The majority of specialists on the matter doubt the ve-
racity of the group’s claims, however. 

In 2000 the APA released its “Position Statement on 
Therapies Focused on Attempts to Change Sexual 
Orientation (Reparative or Conversion Therapies)” 16, 
which reads: 

“The APA affi  rms its 1973 position that homosexual-
ity per se is not a diagnosable mental disorder. Recent 
publicized eff orts to repathologize homosexuality by 
claiming that it can be cured are often guided not by 
rigorous scientifi c or psychiatric research, but some-
times by religious and political forces opposed to full 
civil rights for gay men and lesbians. APA recommends 
that the APA respond quickly and appropriately as a 
scientifi c organization when claims that homosexual-
ity is a curable illness are made by political or religious 
groups.’”

Eka Aghdgomelashvili 

disadaptaciis formad da araa aucilebeli yov-

elTvis axasiaTebdes am ukanasknelis niSnebi.14  

miuxedavad mTeli rigi kvlevebisa da avto-

ritetuli organizaciebis gadawyvetilebebi-

sa, zogierTi fsiqologi da fsiqiatri dRemde 

Tvlis, rom “afa-s” mier 1973 wels miRebuli 

gadawyvetileba politikuri zewolis Sedegi iyo 

gei-aqtivistebisa da homofiliuri moZraobis 

wevrTa mxridan. maT Sorisaa 1992 wels daarse-

buli “homoseqsualTa kvlevisa da mkurnalobis 

nacionaluri asociacia”15  (NARTH), romelic 

mudmivad aqveynebs monacemebs homoseqsualo-

bisagan gankurnebis efeqturi meTodebisa da 

Sedegebis Sesaxeb, Tumca specialistTa umrav-

lesoba eWvis TvaliT uyurebs am Sedegebs.   

rac Seexeba Tavad “afa”-s, 2000 wels miRebul 

“programul gancxadebaSi Terapiis meTodebis 

Sesaxeb, romlis mizania homoseqsualuri orien-

taciis Secvla”16  kidev erTxel adasturebs 1973 

wels gamoxatul pozicias da Tvlis, rom “ho-

moseqsualobis paTologizaciis xelaxal mcd-

elobebi misi “gankurnebadobis” gziT emyareba 

ara mkacr samecniero an fsiqiatriul kvlevebs, 

aramed warmoadgens im religiuri da politi-

kuri Zalebis gavlenis Sedegs, vinc ewinaaRmde-

geba geebisa da lesboselebisaTvis samoqalaqo 

uflebebis miniWebas. rogorc samecniero or-

ganizacia, “afa” Tavs valdebulad Tvlis dauy-

ovneblad da Sesabamisi formiT upasuxos poli-

tikuri Tu religiuri jgufebis gancxadebebs 

homoseqsualobis, rogorc gankurnebadi daa-

vadebis Sesaxeb”. 

eka aRdgomelaSvili
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Ahead of the International Day Against Homophobia 
on 17 May, “Riga hosted Baltic Friendship Days”. Several 
days before Baltic Pride, I had taken part in another pride 
festival in Moldova, so I arrived in the Latvian capital full 
of impressions. I was a bit tired as well, since I went to the 
airport straight from the “alternative Eurovision” concert 
in Tbilisi. I was able to attend Baltic Pride thanks to ILGA 
Europe’s decision to hold a meeting of its executive board 
in Riga at about the same time. 

homofobiisa da transfobiis winaaRmdeg brZolis 

saerTaSoriso dRis win rigaSi “baltiis megobro-

bis dReebi” gaimarTa. baltiis praidamde cota xniT 

adre, moldovaSic momiwia praidze daswreba da lat-

viis dedaqalaqs STabeWdilebebiT datvirTuli vewvie. 

odnav daRlilic viyavi, radgan aeroportSi pirdapir 

“alterviziis” koncertidan gavwie. praids specialu-

rad davamTxvieT “ilga evropis” aRmasrulebeli sab-

Wos sxdoma da iq amitomac movxvdi. 

interviu / INTERVIEW

siamayis gazafxuli 
tranziti: kiSiniovi-riga-vilniusi-moskovi-londoni 

                                  Spring of Pride
  Transit: Chisinau-Riga-Vilnius-Moscow-London
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Organizational eff orts ahead of these events was problem-
atic everywhere. The Moldovans didn’t hold their march as 
planned, partly in protest of last year’s illegal ban and partly 
because of the unstable political situation in the country. In 
Moscow, mayor Yuriy Luzhkov’s homophobic tendencies put 
a stop to Slavic Pride, and in Riga, the city council cancelled 
the permit it had issued to hold the parade two days before it 
was set to take place. But a lawyer for the Latvian national LGBT 
organization, Mosaika, managed to get the cancellation over-
turned in court. The next morning the parade got under way 
with the participation of members of ILGA Europe’s executive 
board, organizers of the pride festival, Lithuanian and Estonian 
activists, Amnesty International activists from over 25 countries 
and locals. 

The police cordons were so tight that we were fully 
isolated from the counter-demonstration protesting 
against us. There were about twice as many of them 
as there were of us. And the organizers of the parade 
counted around 600 pro-LGBT marchers. The two 
marches took place in parallel, their participants wield-
ing placards with opposing messages. Our slogans said 
that love was a human right and that we were march-
ing on behalf of those who could not do so in their own 
countries. Our opponents were generous in issuing 
insults and, bibles and crosses in hand, sought to per-
suade us that “importing gays” to Latvia was inadmis-
sible and that we were sinners and perverts.  As they 
shouted their all too familiar slogans, they spoke in the 
language that is universal to all types of homophobes. 
The police, meanwhile, conscientiously performed their 
duties, which clearly outraged the protesters. 

A 30-metre rainbow flag sewn two years ago was 
brought from Vilnius. Back then, we had planned to un-
furl it in front of the local mayor’s office but were pre-
vented from doing so by the city’s homophobic now for-
mer mayor. Also at that year’s event, two smoke bombs 
were hurled at us when we were holding our conference 
club.  

The next Baltic Pride festival is set to take place in Vilni-
us, a fact that has made some forces in Lithuania hysteri-
cal. It should be pointed out that a short time ago, the 
parliament (Seimas) adopted a law “on protecting mi-
nors from the detrimental effect of public information”, 
which equates discussion of homosexuality or bisexual-
ity in a way that can be overheard by minors with show-
ing minors images of physical or psychological violence 
or dead or mutilated bodies, and with disseminating 
information that could potentially lead to suicide. The 
law will enter into force in March 2010, which, naturally, 

aRsaniSnavia, rom msvlelobebis gamarTva yvel-

gan gaWirda. moldovelebma msvleloba nawilobriv 

SarSandeli arakanonieri akrZalvisa da nawilobriv 

qveyanaSi arastabiluri politikuri viTarebis gamo 

ar Caatares. moskovSi, luJkovis “keTilma” homofo-

biurma tradiciebma slavur praids dausva wertili, 

xolo rigaSi, qalaqis sakrebulom specialuri komi-

siis mier gacemuli nebarTva msvlelobamde 2 dRiT 

adre gaauqma. latviis lgbt erovnuli asociaciis 

“mozaikas” advokatma administraciul sasamarTloSi 

akrZalvis gauqmebas miaRwia da meore diliT “ilga 

evropis” sabWos wevrebi, praidis organizatorebi, 

litvisa da estoneTis aqtivistebi, “saerTaSoriso 

amnistiis” 25-ze meti qveynis moxalise adgilo-

brivebTan erTad msvlelobaze wavediT. 

saprotesto msvleloba Cvensaze orjer mraval-

ricxovani mainc iqneboda. policiis kordonebi 

mWidrod iyo ganlagebuli, saprotesto msvlelobis 

monawileebisgan rkinis Robec gvyofda. organiza-

torebma Cvens mwyobrSi 600-ze meti monawile daiT-

vales. uamravi transparantiT SeiaraRebuli orive 

msvleloba erTmaneTis paralelurad skandirebda. 

Cveni sloganebi ZiriTadad imas metyvelebda, rom si-

yvaruli adamianis uflebaa, rom Cven viRebT monaw-

ileobas msvlelobaSi maT magivradac, visac amis 

gakeTeba sakuTar qveyanaSi ar SeuZlia. mowinaaRmde-

geTa mxridan Seuracxmyofeli SeZaxilebi gaismoda. 

adamianebi bibliiT xelSi Tu gulze mixutebuli 

jvarcmiT imis damtkicebas cdilobdnen, rom “gee-

bis importi” latviaSi dauSvebelia, rom Cven yvelani 

codvilebi da garyvnilebi varT. am frazebiTa da 

SeZaxilebiT isini yvela juris homofobisTvis mSob-

liur da universalur enaze metyvelebdnen. poli-

ciam keTilsindisierad Seasrula sakuTari movaleo-

ba, ramac momitingeTa aSkara aRSfoTeba gamoiwvia. 

vilniusidan 2 wlis win Sekerili 30 metriani 

cisartyelis droSa Camoitanes, romelic Tavis 

droze vilniusis meriis win unda gagveSala. Tum-

ca, aw ukve gadayenebulma homofobma merma amis 

ufleba ar mogvca, Cveni konferenciis klubi ki 2 

mbolavi yumbaris msxverpli gaxda. baltiis Sem-

degi praidi swored vilniusSi unda gaimarTos. 

sayuradReboa erTi niuansic – sul cota xnis win 

litvaSi, sadac momdevno praidis gamo isteriaa 

atexili parlamentma (seima) miiRo kanoni “aras-

rulwlovanTa sajaro informaciis mavne zegav-

lenisagan dacvis Sesaxeb”, romlis mixedviTac 

homoseqsualobaze da biseqsualobaze saubari sa-

jaro sivrceSi, romelic arasrulwlovanTaTvis 

reportaJi / REPORTAGE
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means that planned parade will be illegal. Not even for-
mer President Valdas Adamkus’ veto could stop this law, 
which was signed by the new president, Dalia Grybaus-
kaite. She said she did so with regret. 

While we were marching through Riga’s streets with 
police protection, gay pride marchers in Moscow were 
being dispersed by police. This fact troubled us greatly 
and as we gathered to watch the final round of the Eu-
rovision– being held in Moscow – we hoped that the 
singing contest could have some impact on what hap-
pened in that city earlier in the day. While no Eurovision 
participants boycotted the event, the ultimate winner, 
Andrey Rybak, condemned the dispersal in his victory 
speech. I don’t know to what extent Tbilisi’s “Altervision” 
overshadowed Eurovision for the rest of Europe, but 
while European gays sat glued to their TV sets watching 
the Moscow final, Stepane and 3G, the Georgian entry 
that had been prevented from performing their famous 
number at Eurovision, was holding a concert at Heaven, 
London’s one of the popular gay clubs.

Paata Sabelashvili

SeiZleba xelmisawvdomi iyos, kanoniT aikrZala. 

am kanonis mixedviT homoseqsualobaze saubari 

gauTanabres fizikuri an fsiqologiuri Zalado-

bis, gvamis an dasaxiCrebuli sxeulis Cvenebasa da 

iseTi saxis informaciis gavrcelebas, romelic 

potenciurad TviTmkvlelobis gamomwvevi mizezi 

SeiZleba gaxdes. kanoni ZalaSi 2010 wlis martSi 

Seva da bunebrivia, dagegmil msvleloba kanonga-

reSe iqneba. am kanons prezidenti adamkusis ve-

tomac ki ar uSvela da axlad arCeulma prezi-

dentma mas sinanuliT moawera xeli. 

maSin, rodesac Cven rigis quCebSi policia gvi-

cavda, moskovSi msvlelobis monawileebi Tavad 

policiam daarbia. am ambavma Zalian dagvamwuxra 

da erTad Segvyara “evroviziis” finalis sayure-

blad im imediT, rom es movlena dRisiT darbeul 

msvlelobaze raime gavlenas moaxdenda. miuxedavad 

imisa, rom arc erTma konkursantma ar gamoacxada 

boikoti, konkursis gamarjvebulma andrei ribakma 

gamarjvebisTanave dagmo msvlelobis darbevis faq-

ti. danarCeni evropisaTvis “alterviziam” ramde-

nad Caanacvla “evrovizia” ar vici, magram im dros, 

rodesac evropeli geebi teleekranebs mijaWvuli 

ucqerdnen moskovur finals, saqarTvelos saxeliT 

moskovSi verCasuli “stefane da 3g” londonis 

yvelaze did gei klubSi “hevenSi” (samoTxe) marTav-

da koncerts.  

paata sabelaSvili     
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On 1-6 July the second and final part of the training 
“LGBT Issues and Human Rights” was held in Istanbul 
with the support of the Swedish International Develop-
ment Agency (SIDA). Twenty-seven participants from 11 
countries (Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, 
Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine, Russia) 
took part in first part of the training, which was held in 
November 2008 in Sweden and was organized by RFSU 
and RFSL. Apart from the Inclusive Foundation, our lo-
cal strategic partners, Women’s Initiatives Supporting 
Group and the Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association, 
also made the trip from Georgia. During the weeklong 
working meeting in Istanbul, programme participants 
attended seminars and discussed their activities over the 
past six months. 

1-6 ivliss stambulSi SvedeTis saerTaSoriso ganvi-

Tarebisa da TanamSromlobis saagentos (SIDA) xelSew-

yobiT organizebuli treningebis - “lgbt sakiTxebi da 

adamianis uflebebi” - meore, daskvniTi nawili Catarda. 

treningis pirvel nawilSi, romelic 2008 wlis noem-

berSi SvedeTSi moewyo da organizebas RFSU da RFSLuw-

evdnen, monawileoba 11 qveynis 27-ma lgbt aqtivistma mi-

iRo (nepali, pakistani, bangladeSi, indoeTi, Sri lanka, 

yirgizeTi, TurqeTi, saqarTvelo, moldova, ukraina, 

ruseTi). saqarTvelodan  programaSi fondi inkluzivis 

garda, misi strategiuli partniorebic iRebdnen monaw-

ileobas - “qalTa iniciativebis mxardamWeri jgufi” da 

“axalgazrda iuristTa asociacia”. stambulSi organi-

zebul erTkviriani samuSao Sexvedra seminaruli muS-

aobis garda, programis monawileTa mier 6 Tvis ganmav-

lobaSi ganxorcielebuli aqtivobebis erTmaneTisaTvis 

gacnoba-Sejamebasac isaxavda miznad. 

SvedeTSi erTad gatarebuli sami kviris wyalobiT 

stambulSi Casvlis pirveli dRe didi xnis unaxavi da 

monatrebuli megobrebis Sexvedras ufro waagavda, 

vidre ubralod erT sferoSi momuSave adamianebis sa-

muSao Sekrebas. sasaubro da gasaziarebeli ki bevri 

ram gvqonda – pirad cxovrebaSi momxdari cvlile-

bebidan dawyebuli Cven-Cven qveynebSi mimdinare poli-

tikuri procesebiT damTavrebuli. Cveni maspinZloba 

amjerad treningebis monawile Turqma kolegebma 

iTaves. 

treningis erTi nawili, romelsac saerTaSoriso 

samarTlis specialisti, profesori maia eriqsoni 

uZRveboda, piradi da ojaxuri cxovrebis xelSeuxe-

blobis principebisa da adamianis uflebebis urT-

ierTmimarTebas daeTmo.   zogadi mimoxilvis garda, 

monawileebs saSualeba hqondaT gacnobodnen konkre-

tul saqmesac, romelic frangi lesboselis mier 

Svilad ayvanis procesTan dakavSirebul sasamarTlo 

peripetiebs asaxavda lokalur Tu saerTaSoriso 

doneze.   

“ilga evropidan” mowveulma stumarma maqsim an-

megikianma, romelic molodvas moqalaqea da post-

sabWoTa sivrceSi erT-erT yvelaze Zvel lgbt or-

ganizaciaSi “genderdok-em”-Si muSaobis didi xnis 

gamocdileba aqvs, aRmosavleT evropis lgbt aqtiv-

evropidan aziamde

From Europe to Asia

 THE LGBT MOVEMENT IN EASTERN 

EUROPE DATES BACK TO THE FALL OF THE 

SOVIET UNION AND IS NOW LOOKING 

FOR NEW PATHS OF ACTION WITH 

DEFERENCE TO THE UNIQUE CULTURAL 

CONTEXT CREATED BY BOTH THE LEGACY 

OF TOTALITARIANISM AND CURRENT 

PROCESSES IN THE REGION.   
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Given that we had spent three weeks together in 
Sweden, the first day we arrived in Istanbul more re-
sembled a meeting of friends that hadn’t seen each 
other in a long time than a simple gathering of people 
engaged in similar work. We had a lot to talk about 
and share with each other, from changes in our per-
sonal lives to the political processes under way in our 
respective countries. This time our Turkish colleagues 
played the role of hosts. 

One part of the training, headed by international 
law specialist Professor Maja K. Eriksson, was titled 
“International Human Rights and the Right to Privacy 
and Family Life Irrespective of Sexual Orientation”. It 
started with a general overview of the issue, then par-
ticipants were familiarized with the local and interna-
tional repercussions of a court case involving a French 
lesbian seeking to adopt a child. 

Maxim Anmeghichean, of ILGA Europe, who has ex-
tensive experience working at Moldovan Gender Doc 
M, one of the oldest LGBT organizations in the former 
Soviet Union, spoke about the history and specifics of 
LGBT activism in Eastern Europe. The LGBT movement 
in Eastern Europe dates back to the fall of the Soviet 
Union and is now looking for new paths of action with 
deference to the unique cultural context created by 
both the legacy of totalitarianism and current pro-
cesses in the region. Simply “copying” the rich experi-
ence of the LGBT movement in the USA and Europe 
is not an option for Eastern Europe and former USSR 
states. 

Particularly interesting was the portion of the train-
ing led by Douglas Sanders, a Canadian professor and 
famous LGBT activist. His lecture was titled “Asia: The 
Long Journey from the Kama Sutra and Leviticus to 
the Yogyakarta Principles”. It explored gender norms 
and the diverse notions of identity prevalent in East 
Asian cultures (e.g. hijra, aravani, metis, kathoey, waria 
and bakla). 

He discussed how British colonial policy in Asia mar-
ginalized people with these identities by imposing 
the Western “homo-hetero” matrix on their cultures 
and criminalizing certain behaviours. Over the centu-
ries, many of these countries, unlike their colonizers, 
maintained laws forbidding homosexual relations (for 
example it was thanks to the British that in 1861 a pro-
vision was introduced into the Indian Criminal Code 
that envisaged 10 years imprisonment for engaging 
in homosexual relations; that law was repealed only 
on 2 July 2009). 

izmis specifikasa da istoriaze isaubra. aRmosavleT 

evropis qveynebSi lgbt moZraoba postsabWoTa peri-

odidan iwyeba da gansxvavebuli kulturuli konte-

qstis, totalitarizmis memkvidreobisa da im proce-

sebis gaTvaliswinebiT, romelic exla mimdinareobs 

aRmosavleT evropasa da postsabWoTa qveynebSi, axali 

samoqmedo gzebis Zieba uwevs. aSS-sa da dasavleT ev-

ropis lgbt moZraobis mdidari gamocdilebis ubralo 

“kopireba” xSirad SeuZlebeli an naklebefeqturia. 

gansakuTrebiT saintereso iyo treningis is 

nawili, romelsac kanadeli samarTlis profesori 

da lgbt moZraobis cnobili aqtivisti duglas 

sandersi uZRveboda. “azia: xangrZlivi mogzauro-

ba kama sutradan da levitelTadan jogiakartas 

principebamde” , ase erqva mis leqcias, romelic, 

pirvel rigSi, aziis qveynebisaTvis damaxasiaTe-

beli kulturis, genderuli normebisa Tu iden-

tobebis mravalferovnebis  ukeT gaazrebas uwy-

obda xels (rogoricaa magaliTad hijra, aravani, 

metisi, katoei, varia, bakla da sxv).  seminaris ma-

salebi, romelic britaneTis kolonialuri poli-

tikis magaliTebs exeboda aziaSi, aRwerda Tu 

rogor mimdinareobda am identobis matarebelTa 

marginalizacia, dasavluri kulturisaTvis dam-

interviu / INTERVIEWreportaJi / REPORTAGE

 aRmosavleT evropis 

qveynebSi lgbt moZraoba 

postsabWoTa periodidan iwyeba 

da gansxvavebuli kulturuli 

konteqstis, totalitarizmis 

memkvidreobisa da im procesebis 

gaTvaliswinebiT, romelic 

exla mimdinareobs aRmosavleT 

evropasa da postsabWoTa 

qveynebSi, axali samoqmedo gzebis 

Zieba uwevs.   .
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Programme participants discussed the results of 
their work over the past six months. While the Geor-
gian groups present were working independently on 
separate projects, we do have a common strategic vi-
sion and work closely together. Two projects are being 
implemented at present: “LGBT sexual and reproduc-
tive health and rights” – by the Women’s Initiatives 
Supporting Group, and the strengthening of Inclu-
sive’s existing resource centre and academization of 
LGBT research -  by the Inclusive Foundation. The third 
project, to be implemented by the Georgian Young 
Lawyers’ Association, seeks to examine the legislative 
base, identify strategic cases and initiate litigation. It 
is still in its initial stage. 

The international project “LGBT Issues and Human 
Rights” continues, meanwhile, now with new partici-
pants from African and Asian countries.

Eka Aghdgomelashvili 

axasiaTebeli homo-heteroseqsualuri matricis 

CarCoebSi Casma da Sesabamisad, kriminalizaciis 

procesi. gansxvavebiT kolonizatori qveynisagan, 

am qveynebis umetesobaSi homoseqsualuri urT-

ierTobebi jer kidev isjeba kanoniT (mag. brita-

nelebis wyalobiT indoeTis sisxlis samarTlis 

kodeqsSi 1861 wels Setanili muxli, romelic 10 

wlian sasjels iTvaliswinebda homoseqsualuri 

urTierTobisaTvis, mxolod 2009 wlis 2 ivliss 

gauqmda). 

programis monawileebma erTmaneTs ganvlili 6 

Tvis muSaobis Sedegebic gauziares. miuxedavad 

imisa, rom programis monawileebs saqarTvelodan 

damoukidebeli proeqtebi hqondaT wardgenili, 

yvela maTgans erTiani strategiuli xedva aer-

Tianebda da mWidro TanamSromlobaze iyo gaTv-

lili. amJamad, 2 proeqti ganxorcielebis proces-

Sia: “lbt jgufis seqsualuri da reproduqciuli 

janmrTeloba da uflebebi” (“qalTa iniciativebis 

mxardamWeri jgufi”) da inkluzivTan arsebuli 

resurs-centris gaZlierebisa da lgbt kvlevebis 

akademizaciis proeqti (fondi inkluzivi). mesame 

proeqti, romelic sakanonmdeblo bazis monitor-

ings, strategiuli keisebis identifikaciasa da 

samarTalwarmoebas isaxavda miznad, jer-jero-

biT sawyis etapzea (“axalgazrda iuristTa aso-

ciacia”).

proeqti “lgbt sakiTxebsa da adamianis uflebebze” 

ki isev grZeldeba, amjerad axali monawileebisaTvis 

afrikisa da aziis qveynebidan.

eka aRdgomelaSvili
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erTi siyvarulis ambis gamo

Because of one love story
When asked to assess his own life, Alekper Aliyev 

says: “Given that Azerbaijani youth lead boring, 
monotonous and unproductive lives, I, at 31, have 
been lucky. This is thanks to my ‘travelling nature’. 
At age 13 I ran away from home, jumped on a train 
and headed for Tbilisi, where I lived for two months, 

making ends meet 
by selling cigarettes. 
A Soviet Union-wide 
search was called for 
me, but they couldn’t 
even find me in neigh-
bouring Georgia – I 
guess because of the 
collapse the USSR was 
expierencing at that 
time. Two months 
later I returned to 
Baku on my own. 
Since then I’ve been 
unable to stay in that 
town, so that’s how 
my never-ending 
travels began…”

His official statistics are as follows: Alekper Aliyev 
was born in Baku in 1978. After he finished high 
school, he enrolled in journalism school in Istanbul. 
He is now the editor-in-chief of the Culture and Arts 
Portal. He has published four books: “I – Scoundrel” 
(collection of poems), “Goethe’s Dreams” (novel), 
“93 - Twilight of the Gods” (novel) and “Artush and 
Zaur” (novel). The last one is a classically structured 
novel. It brilliantly depicts the relevant epoch and 
the nature of the characters. The scent of strange 
cities and of great love and passion emanates from 
each page. Aliyev knows his craft well – he is a mas-
ter of reportage and he is a ruthlessly critical au-
thor. 

The book tells what at first glance is an average 
love story: two people fall in love at their school 
desks. War - cruel, ruthless and unjust - breaks out 

pasuxad kiTxvaze, Tu rogor afasebs Tavis cxovre-

bas, alekper alievi hyveba: “azerbaijaneli axalgaz-

rdobis mosawyeni, monotonuri da araproduqtiuli 

cxovrebis fonze me, 31 wlisas, ufro gamimarTla. es 

Cemi “mogzauri bunebis” damsaxurebaa. 13 wlisa sax-

lidan gaviqeci, matarebels Sevaxti da Tbilisisken 

aviRe gezi, sadac ori Tve 

vcxovrobdi, Tavi sigare-

tis gayidviT gamqonda. sa-

kavSiro Zebna gamoacxades, 

magram, rogorc Cans, im 

kolafsis gamo, romelSic 

ssrk imyofeboda, mezo-

bel saqarTveloSic ki 

ver momagnes. veWvob, 

rom samarTaldamcavebs 

TavzexelaRebuli Tine-

ijeris ZebniT Tavi didad 

arc autkivebiaT. ori Tvis 

Semdeg baqoSi TviTon davb-

rundi. amis mere am qalaqSi 

darCena aRar SemeZlo, da 

ase daiwyo Cemi gauTave-

beli mogzauroba...”

oficialuri informacia aseTia: alekper alievi 

daibada 1978 wels baqoSi. saSualo skolis dam-

Tavrebis Semdeg man stambulSi Jurnalistikis 

fakultetze Caabara. dRes is kulturisa da xe-

lovnebis portalis mTavari redaqtoria. alekper 

alievs gamocemuli aqvs epataJuri xasiaTis oTxi 

wigni: “me – naZirala” (leqsebi), “goeTes zmane-

bebi” (romani), “93 – RmerTebis daisi” (romani) da 

“artuSi da zauri” (romani). am SemTxvevaSi klasi-

kurad agebul romanTan gvaqvs saqme. masSi Cinebu-

ladaa naCvenebi epoqa da moqmedi gmirebis xasiaTi. 

yovel furcelze ucxo qalaqebis, didi siyvarulis 

da vnebis surneli trialebs. alekper alievi Tavisi 

saqmis kargi mcodne gaxlavT, is reportaJis ostati, 

kritikuli, daundobeli avtoria.

wignSi erTi SexedviT Cveulebrivi ambavia moyolili: 

or adamians skolis merxidan uyvars erTmaneTi. qveya-
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in the country. The couple is separated by the war 
– one of their families has to leave their native city. 
But one fine day, the couple is reunited, for only a 
few days, in a strange city where it seems nothing 
can get in the way of their happiness…

It’s as though we were dealing with a trivial novel 
here, the kind that melts the hearts of women and 
that men read in secret. But we come across one 
“problem”: the lovers are both men. And not just 
men, men from Baku. And on top of that Artush is 
Armenian and Zaur is Azeri. 

The novel that depicts these two men’s love story 
caused a great scandal in Azerbaijan. The author is 
often accused of cynicism, perversion and offend-
ing patriotic sensibilities. Society is outraged. Such 
a thing is unheard of. People who should be meet-
ing each other on the battlefield, or at least meet-
ing each other with hostility, are meeting in “neu-
tral” Tbilisi and giving in to their love. 

Five-hundred copies of the book were printed 
and in the first month 150 were sold. “Funny as it 
may sound, this is a pretty good number for Azer-
baijan, where people don’t read so much. Such a 
thing hasn’t happened in our country for 20 years,” 
Aliyev says. 

Soon “Artush and Zaur” will be published in Geor-
gian. 

Below is an excerpt from Alekper Aliyev’s inter-
view with Me’s Ana Kordzaia-Samadashvili. 

Me: A scandalous writer has written about a 

topic that arouses great passions and outrage 

among average people from any of the three 

South Caucasus countries. What are you do-

ing? Are you ignoring public opinion? Trying to 

shock?...

A.A.: I don’t know to what extent I have been able 
to outrage every average person in the South Cau-
casus, but this book certainly did anger the “patri-
ots” who make parasitic use of nationalist passions, 
the popular mentality, and the notions of pride, 
honour, dignity and the exceptionalism of the Cau-
casian man. 

It is a challenge to society, as well as an effort to 
shock. I cannot separate these two concepts from 
one another. I won’t hide the fact that this was pre-
cisely the reaction I needed. More precisely, this 
was the reaction I was expecting. 

naSi omi iwyeba – sastiki, daundobeli da usamarTlo. 

omis gamo Seyvarebulebi erTmaneTs Sordebian – erT-

erTis ojaxs mSobliuri qalaqis datoveba mouwevs. 

magram erT mSvenier dRes wyvili kvlav erTmaneTs 

xvdeba, sul ramdenime dRiT, sul sxva qalaqSi, sadac 

maT bednierebas TiTqos xels araferi SeuSlis...

TiTqos trivialur romanTan gvaqvs saqme, romelic 

qalbatonebs guls uCuyebs da romelsac mkiTxveli 

mamakacebi zemoTxsenebuli qalbatonebisgan uCum-

rad kiTxuloben xolme. magram sinamdvileSi did 

“problemas” vawydebiT, radgan Seyvarebulebi ma-

makacebi arian, Tan ara ubralod mamakacebi, aramed 

baqoelebi, Tan somexi da azerbaijaneli kacebi _ 

artuSi da zauri.

romanma, romelSic ori mamakacis siyvarulis am-

bavia moTxrobili, azerbaijanSi didi skandali 

gamoiwvia. avtors patriotuli grZnobebis Selaxvas, 

cinizmsa da garyvnilebas sdebdnen bralad. sazoga-

doeba aRSfoTebulia. aba, aseTi ram vis gaugia? isi-

ni, vinc erTmaneTs mTlad brZolis velze Tu ara, 

mtrulad mainc unda xvdebodnen, siyvaruls eZle-

vian “neitralur” qalaq TbilisSi.

wignis tiraJi 500 cali iyo, erT TveSi 150 cali 

gaiyida. “sasaciloa, magram azerbaijanisTvis, ro-

melic saerTod mkiTxveli araa, kargi maCvenebelia. 

aseTi ram Cvens qveyanaSi ukve oci welia, ar momx-

dara,” ambobs alekperi.  

sul male “artuSi da zauri” qarTul enazec gamo-

qveyndeba. 

me: skandaluri mwerali wers Temaze, romelsac am-

ierkavkasiis samive qveynis yovel obivatelSi did vne-

baTa Relvas da aRSfoTebas iwvevs. ra aris es: sazoga-

doebrivi azris ugulebelyofa, mwerlis epataJuri 

aqcia Tu?..

a.a.: ar vici, ramdenad SevZeli amierkavkasiis yove-

li obivatelis mwyobridan gamoyvana, magram “pa-

triotebi”, romlebic parazitulad iyeneben nacio-

nalistur vnebebs, erovnul mentalobas, siamayes, 

pativsa da Rirsebas da sul kavkasieli mamakacis 

gansakuTrebulobas usvamen xazs, am wignma namd-

vilad gaabraza.

es sazogadoebis gamowvevacaa da epataJuri aqciac. 

am or cnebas erTmaneTisgan ver ganvacalkeveb. ar 

dagimalavT _ swored aseTi reaqcia mWirdeboda. 

ufro sworad, swored aseT reaqcias velodi.

me: Tqveni piradi damokidebuleba romanis gmirebis 

mimarT praqtikulad ar ikveTeba. arseboben Tu ara ar-

tuSisa da zauris realuri prototipebi?

interviu / INTERVIEW
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Me: Your personal attitude towards the charac-

ters in this book is practically indiscernible. Do 

Artush and Zaur have real-life prototypes? 

A.A.: My attitude cannot be discerned because 
the goal of this book was precisely to shatter ste-
reotypes and not express sympathy or antipathy 
towards the characters or events. I did not have any 
real prototypes. My characters only vaguely resem-
ble certain people. 

Me: After the book was published, you were “ac-

cused” of all mortal sins. In the future do you plan to 

defend yourself from these accusations? 

A.A.: Frankly speaking, I am not concerned about 
what they accuse me of. You were right to put the word 
“accused” in quotation marks. Indeed, how can a per-
son be accused of, say, drinking tea, enjoying riding a 
bicycle, masturbating or eating a pear? Who is accusing 
whom of what?

In our society people don’t have their own opinions. 
Our society consists entirely of vegetables - biological 
entities without minds, hearts, thoughts or feelings. 
Who are they to even have an opinion, let alone judge 
someone? Have they ever actually used their right to 
protest against corruption, lawlessness and the deten-
tion of political prisoners? No. What right do they have 
to give themselves the right to use their right to express 
an opinion about my book? That was a bit redundant, 
but I think you’ll agree it was wholly justifi ed in this case.

Me: So accordingly, you’re not interested in praise 

or awards either? 

A.A.: I have my honour and my dignity, I am a person 
who respects himself so accordingly I would not even 
consider receiving any title or award the government 
would off er me. This is my attitude towards regalia. 
But this is my personal, shall we say, subjective opin-
ion, which applies only to me. When it comes to other 
people, I do not judge them or hold it against them if 
they act diff erently. 

Me: Despite the fact that you could be called a 

guardian of human dignity, it seems you have no 

interest in politics. Why is that? Are you indiff erent? 

Or you don’t want something else to have to deal 

with? 

A.A.: “Politics is a dirty business, so I don’t want to 
get involved in politics” is the favourite phrase of con-
formists and shameless pseudo-intellectuals. Do you 
know how this translates into human language? “I am 
a coward, I don’t have my own civic position and I don’t 
express protest anywhere but in my kitchen.” So from 

a.a.: Cemi damokidebuleba swored im mizeziT ar 

Cans, rom wignis mizani stereotipebis ngrevaa da 

ara personaJebisa da movlenebis mier simpaTiisa 

Tu antipaTiis gamoxatva. realuri prototipebi 

ar myolia, Cemi gmirebi mxolod bundovnad hgvanan 

calkeul adamianebs.

me: wignis gamocemis Semdeg yvela momakvdinebel 

codvaSi “dagdes brali”. apirebT Tu ara momavalSi am 

braldebebisgan Tavis dacvas? 

a.a.: gulwrfelad rom giTxraT, naklebad 

maRelvebs, ras mabraleben. sityva braldeba brWya-

lebSi samarTlianad gaqvT Casmuli. marTlac, ro-

gor SeiZleba adamians brali dasdo, vTqvaT, Cais 

smaSi da velosipediT seirnobis siyvarulSi, mas-

trubaciaSi an msxlis WamaSi? saerTod, vin, vis da 

raSi sdebs brals?

Cvens sazogadoebas sakuTari azri ar gaaCnia. Cveni 

sazogadoeba mTlianad mcenareebisgan Sedgeba. Wkuas, 

guls, azrebs, grZnobebs moklebuli biologiuri 

saxeobebi. vin arian, rom sakuTari azri hqondeT da 

saerTod, vin ganikiTxon? gana maT odesme mainc gamoi-

yenes TavianTi uflebebi, rom protesti gamoeTqvaT 

korufciis, politpatimrebis, ukanonobis winaaRm-

deg? ara. maS, ra uflebiT aZleven isini sakuTar Tavs 

imis uflebas, rom Cemi wignis Sesaxeb TavianTi azris 

gamoxatvis ufleba gamoiyenon? tavtologiaa, magram, 

dameTanxmebiT, savsebiT gamarTlebuli.

me: Sesabamisad, arc qeba da jildoebi gagaxarebdaT?

a.a.: me Cemi pativi da Rirseba maqvs, me var pirovne-

ba, romelic sakuTar Tavs pativs scems, da Sesabamis-

ad, daufiqreblad vityodi uars nebismier wodebaze 

an jildoze, romelsac mTavroba SemomTavazebda. 

regaliebis mimarT swored aseTi damokidebuleba 

maqvs. magram es Cemi piradi, ase vTqvaT, subieqturi 

azria, romelic mxolod me mexeba. yvela sxvas, vinc 

sxvagvarad iqceva, arc ganvsji da arc vamtyuneb.

me: miuxedavad imisa, rom adamianis Rirsebis sada-

rajoze mdgomi SeiZleba giwodoT, politika TiTqos 

ar gainteresebT. ra aris amis mizezi: gulgrili xarT, 

zedmet sazrunavs Tavs aridebT Tu...

a.a.: es konformistebis, usircxvilo fsevdoin-

teleqtualebis sayvareli frazaa: “politika Wu-

Wyiani saqmea, amitom politikaSi Careva ar minda...” 

iciT, adamianur enaze es rogor iTargmneba? “me 

mSiSara var, me samoqalaqo pozicia ar gamaCnia da 

samzareulos garda protests arsad gamovTqvam.” 

am TvalsazrisiT, cxadia, politikiT var dakavebu-

li. anu, ar vdumvar, roca usamarTlobas vawydebi. 

swored amitom viwvev mavanTa siZulvils.

interviu / INTERVIEW
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this standpoint, I clearly am involved in politics – i.e. I 
don’t keep silent when I come across injustice. This is 
precisely why so many people hate me. 

Me: Let’s look ahead. How do you see your work, 

say, 20 years down the road? 

A.A.: In 20 years’ time I will defi nitely be on the world 
stage and the very notion of “Azerbaijani literature” 
will be associated with my name. I will become glori-
ously rich from selling my books and I will defi nitely win 
some prestigious literary award. 

Incidentally, I won’t have to wait 20 years for this. It will 
happen much sooner. If, of course, I don’t get killed or 
thrown in jail. 

Let’s hope that the first part of Aliyev’s prediction 
comes true. 

me: win gavixedoT. rogorad gesaxebaT Tqveni Semoq-

medeba, davuSvaT, 20 wlis Semdeg?

a.a.: 20 wlis Semdeg aucileblad gaval msoflio 

sarbielze da sityvaTSeTanxmeba “azerbaijanuli 

literatura” Cem saxelTan iqneba asocirebuli. 

Cemi wignebis gayidviT zRaprulad gavmdidrdebi da 

aucileblad miviReb romelime prestiJul liter-

aturul premias.

sxvaTa Soris, amis lodini 20 weli ar mogviwevs, 

es bevrad ufro swrafad moxdeba, Tu, cxadia, ar 

momklaven an cixeSi ar Camsvamen.

imedi viqonioT, rom alekper alievis winaswarm-

etyvelebis pirveli nawili axdeba mxolod. 

esaubra ana korZaia-samadaSvili

interviu / INTERVIEW
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internalizebuli homofobia

Internalized homophobia 
“If we take in and accept that we are sick, evil, devi-

ants who hurt others by our very existence, then we can 
end up thinking we are not worthy of associating on an 
equal basis with others, both homosexual and hetero-
sexual. Our self-blame instills a sense of inferiority. Low 
self-worth and self-esteem are great inhibitors of our po-
tential: we either accept that we are not worthy of grace 
and love, of rights, and that we have to take whatever 
is offered to us, no matter how inadequate, or we con-
stantly have to prove to ourselves and others that we are 
worthy. Lack of a sense of self-worth makes us often ac-
cept the partial measure when we could demand the full 
measure.”

- Susan Pharr, Homophobia: A Weapon of Sexism1 
 

For people who belong to socially stigmatized 
groups, coming to accept and recognize them-
selves for who they are is a difficult but important 
task. This process necessitates a reevaluation of 
the cultural values and norms they internalized 
during the socialization process. In the late 1940s, 
researchers Kenneth and Mamie Clark2 conducted 
a study to determine what influence society’s pre-
vailing prejudices and stereotypes had on mem-
bers of a marginalized group.  

African-American children were told to choose 
from two dolls, one of which resembled a white per-
son and the other – a black person. The majority of 
the children identified with the black doll, though 
when asked by the researchers which doll was bad 
and which was good, 66 per cent answered that the 
black doll was bad and 93 per cent chose to play 
with the white doll. In short, the study showed that 
African-American children in 1940s racist America 
already knew at age 3 that being black was not 
such a good thing. 

As a rule, the representatives of a stereotyped 
group are in various ways influenced by those very 
stereotypes. Later experiments in which represen-

”Tu Cven davijerebT imas, rom varT avadmyofebi, 

borotebi, deviantebi da sxvebs zians vayenebT Cveni ar-

sebobiT, bolos da bolos, imazec daviwyebT fiqrs, rom 

Rirsni ara varT, sxvebTan, rogroc heteroseqsualebTan 

ise homoseqsualebTan, Tanasworad viurTierToT. saku-

Tari Tavis dadanaSaulebiT CvenSi meorexarisxovnebis 

SegrZnebas vnergavT. dabali TviTSefaseba Zlieri Se-

ferxebaa Cveni potencialisTvis: Cven an simarTled vc-

nobT imas, rom ar varT keTilganwyobis, siyvarulisa da 

uflebebis qonis Rirsni da rasac gvTavazoben (raoden 

araadekvaturic ar unda iyos is) imas unda davjerdeT, 

an mudmivad unda vumtkicoT sakuTar Tavsa da sxvebs 

sapirispiro. TviTSefasebis problemebi xSirad gvaiZu-

lebs mcirediT davkmayofildeT maSin, roca SegveZlo, 

raRac srulad mogveTxova”.

siuzan fari. ”seqsizmi, rogorc homofobiis iaraRi” 1 

adamianebisaTvis, romlebic socialurad stig-

matizebul jgufs miekuTvnebian, sakuTari Tavis 

miReba/aRiareba mZime, magram mniSvnelovan amoca-

nas warmoadgens. maT uwevT xelaxla gaiazron so-

cializaciis procesSi SeTvisebuli kulturuli 

faseulobebi da normebi. imis gamosakvlevad, Tu ra 

gavlenas SeiZleba axdendes marginalizebuli jgu-

fis wevrze sazogadoebaSi arsebuli winaswargan-

wyobebi da stereotipebi, gasuli saukunis 40-iani 

wlebis bolos mecnierebma kenne da meimi klarkma2    

mcire eqsperimenti Caatares. afro-amerikel bavS-

vebs sTavazobdnen aerCiaT saTamaSod Tojinebi, 

romelTaganac erTi TeTrkanian adamians waagavda, 

meore – Savkanians. bavSvebis umravlesoba TviTi-

dentifikacias “Savkanian TojinasTan” akeTebda, 

Tumca, eqsperimentatorebis SekiTxvaze, romeli 

Tojina iyo cudi da romeli kargi, 66% upasuxa, 

rom “Savkaniani” Tojina cudi iyo, 93%-ma ki arCia 

“TeTrkaniani” TojiniT eTamaSa. erTi sityviT, kv-

levis Sedegad, aRmoCnda, rom afro-amerikuli war-

moSobis bavSvebma 3 wlis asakSi ukve icodnen, rom 

Savkanianad yofna 40-iani wlebis rasistul ameri-

kaSi, arc Tu ise kargi iyo. 

rogorc wesi, sazogadoebaSi arsebuli stereo-
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tatives of other discriminated groups took part 
confirmed that the majority of them had more or 
less internalized society’s negative disposition to-
wards them. During one such experiment, a group 
of students (half men, half women) was asked to 
assess the success of their own peers who had 
managed to perform a complicated task. When the 
matter concerned female students, the majority of 
group members attributed her success to chance 
or luck, while for the men it was generally chalked 
up to skills and abilities.3  

Another experiment conducted on children 
showed similar results. Boys aged 10-11 showed 
themselves better able to defend their egos and at-
tributed their failures to chance, while girls blamed 
themselves when they failed to achieve something. 4

tipebis gavlenis qveS im jgufis warmomadgenle-

bic eqcevian, visac es stereotipi exeba. momdevno 

eqsperimentebma, romelSic sxva diskriminirebuli 

jgufebis warmoamdgenlebi monawileobdnen, daadas-

tura, rom maTi umetesoba metad Tu naklebad axdens 

im negatiuri ganwyobis internalizebas, romelic 

maT mimarT arsebobs sazogadoebaSi. erT-erTi ase-

Ti eqsperimentis dros, studentebs (iq Tanabrad 

iyvnen qalebic da kacebic) sTxovdnen SeefasebinaT 

maTive Tanatolis warmateba, romelmac rTuli da 

mniSvnelovani amocana amoxsna. rodesac saubari 

exeboda qal students, jgufis wevrebis umeteso-

ba, sqesis miuxedavad warmatebas SemTxveviTobad, 

gamarTlebad miiCnevda, maSin roca studenti biWis 

SemTxvevaSi warmatebas misi unarebs miawerdnen.3   

igive Sedegi aCvena ufro mcirewlovan bavSvebTan 

Catarebulma eqsperimentmac. metic, biWebs, 10-11 

wlis asakSi ukve SeeZloT sakuTari egos dacva da 

sakuTar warumateblobas SemTxveviTobas miawerd-

nen, gogonebi ki, yovelTvis, roca rame ar gamosdio-

daT, sakuTar Tavs adanaSaulebdnen.4 cxadia, rom  

warmodgena mamakacis “inteleqtualur upirateso-

baze” da dabali TviTSefaseba haeridan ar Cndeba da 

socializaciis procesSi miRebuli da gaTavisebuli 

winaswarganwyobis Sedegia.

iseve, rogorc sxva stigmatizebuli jgufis wam-

romadgenelTaTvis, lgbt adamianebisaTvis qse-

nofobiur garemoSi cxovreba uamrav stresTanaa 

dakavSirebuli. sazogadoebaSi arsebuli stereo-

tipebi, negatiuri winaswarganwyoba, zizRi, siZul-

vili, sibraluli, romelic xSirad diskriminaciul 

damokidebulebasa Tu sxva verbalur da/an fizikur 

agresiaSi mJRavndeba, gavlenas axdens am jgufis 

warmomadgenelTa TviTSefasebaze. heteroseqsizmiT 

damZimebuli sazogadoeba sxvadasxva meqanizmebs iy-

enebs imisaTvis, raTa diskriminaciis garda, homo/

biseqsualuri orientaciis mqone adamianebs Tavs 

moaxvios mkacri genderuli normebi da Caunergos 

maT sircxvilisa da danaSaulis grZnoba.5 calkeul 

SemTxvevebSi sakuTari seqsualuri orientaciis 

gamo aRZrulma negatiurma gancdam, SesaZloa, gen-

eralizebuli xasiaTi miiRos da seriozulad imoqm-

edos adamianis msoflmxedvelobasa da TviTaRqmis 

procesze. Sedegebis gamovlenis diapazoni sakmaod 

farToa: sakuTari arasrulfasovnebis gancdidan, 

sakuTari Tavis mimarT Riad gamoxatul siZulvilsa 

da TviTdestruqciul qcevamde.6  

konfliqti/disharmonia umciresobis warmomad-

genelsa da dominirebul socialur garemos So-

 calkeul SemTxvevebSi 

sakuTari seqsualuri 

orientaciis gamo aRZrulma 

negatiurma gancdam SesaZloa 

generalizebuli xasiaTi miiRos 

da seriozulad imoqmedos 

adamianis msoflmxedvelobasa da 

TviTaRqmis procesze .

 IN CERTAIN CASES, ONE’S NEGATIVE 

FEELINGS ABOUT THEIR SEXUAL 

ORIENTATION CAN BE GENERALIZED AND 

SERIOUSLY INFLUENCE A PERSON’S WORLD 

VIEW AND SELF-PERCEPTION.  
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Clearly, the notion of “male intellectual superior-
ity” and girls’ low self esteem did not appear out of 
nowhere and were instead the result of accepted 
and internalized prejudice.

Like members of other stigmatized groups, for 
LGBT people, living in a xenophobic environment is 
linked to numerous stresses. The stereotypes exist-
ing in society, negative prejudice, disgust, hatred 
and pity – which are often manifested as discrimi-
natory attitudes and various kinds of verbal and/or 
physical aggression – influence the self esteem of 
members of this group. 

On top of discrimination, society, weighed down 
by heterosexism, uses various mechanisms in order 
to impose strict gender norms on homo- and bisex-
ual people and implant in them a sense of shame 
and guilt.5  

In certain cases, one’s negative feelings about 
their sexual orientation can be generalized and 
seriously influence a person’s world view and self-

perception. The range of ways these results can be 
manifested is quite broad and extends from having 
a sense of inferiority to open expressions of self ha-
tred and self-destructive behaviour.6 

The conflict/disharmony between a representa-

ris, “umciresobis stresi” gansakuTrebiT mZafrad 

vlindeba gardatexis asakSi, rodesac lgbt mo-

zardebs uWirT gaerkvnen sakuTar grZnobebSi da 

xSir SemTxvevaSi aravinaa maT gverdiT, visac dax-

marebisaTvis mimarTavdnen. sxva umciresobaTa jgu-

fis axalgazrdebisagan gansxvavebiT, isini metwilad 

ver sargebloben ojaxis wevrebis an naTesavebis 

mxardaWeriTac ki, rac mniSvnelovnad amZimebs maT 

mdgomareobas. damatebiT, am asakSi mikuTvnebuloba 

Tanatolebis jgufisadmi mniSvnelovania. Tumca, 

axalgazrda geebi da lesboselebi megobrebTan 

qaminauTis dros minimum erT megobars mainc kar-

gaven.7 statistikis mixedviT, axalgazrda geebSi maT 

heteroseqsual TanatolebTan SedarebiT, 7-jer 

ufro maRalia suiciduri mcdelobebis ricxvi.8 am 

movlenis gamomwvev erT-erT mniSvnelovan mizezad 

mkvlevarebi swored amgvari homofobiur garemoSi 

TviTgamorkvevasTan dakavSirebul stressa da mx-

ardaWeris ararsebobas asaxeleben. miuxedavad am 

sirTuleebisa, bolodroindelma kvlevebma aCvena, 

rom maTi umetesoba efeqturad umklavdeba sirTu-

leebs da mTlianobis darRvevis gareSe warmatebul 

adamianad yalibdeba.9 

rac Seexeba depresiisadmi midrekilebas, kvlevam 

ver gamoavlina mniSvnelovani sxvaoba seqsualurad 
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tive of a minority and the dominant social environ-
ment, “minority stress”, is especially sharply mani-
fested during puberty, when LGBT people often 
find it difficult to understand their own feelings 
and just as often have no-one to turn to for help. 
Unlike young people from other minority groups, 
they generally do not have the support even of 
family members or relatives, a factor which signifi-
cantly complicates their situation. 

Furthermore, a sense of belonging to a group of 
peers is especially important at that age. Young 
gays and lesbians, however, tend to lose at least one 
friend when they come out of the closet.7  Statistics 
have shown that the suicide attempt rate among 
young gay males is seven times higher than that of 
their heterosexual peers.8  Researchers identify the 
stress and lack of support associated with trying 
to identify oneself in such a homophobic environ-
ment as one of the causes of this phenomenon. 

Still, recent studies have shown that the majority 
of LGBT people effectively cope with these difficul-
ties and turn into successful people without the 
violation of the integrity.9  

As for predispositions to depression, the study did 
not show any significant difference between sexu-
ally active homosexuals, heterosexuals and bisexu-
als. For less sexually active men, however, this in-
dicator was rather high (27.1 per cent for gays and 
23.6 per cent for heterosexuals). The study showed 
that the clinical quality of depression is linked not 
so much to sexual orientation as to frequency of 
sexual activity, as a lack of sexual activity negative-
ly affects both heterosexual and gay men - though 
on the whole depression rates for gays were twice 
as high. (Forty-six per cent of gays who chose an 
asexual lifestyle or for other reasons are less active 
sexually suffer from depression while for sexually 
active gays this figure stands at 6 per cent; for het-
erosexual men these numbers are 21.8 per cent and 
2.6 per cent, respectively.) 

This gap was smaller among women (hetero vs 
homo), though lesbian women were still somewhat 
more predisposed to depression and had higher 
rates of self-destructive behaviour (e.g. alcoholism, 
drug and tobacco use).10 

There were some methodological issues with this 
study (e.g. criteria for selecting participants, their 
affiliation with various social groups, other stress-
ful experiences they may have had that were not 

aqtiur homo, hetero da biseqsualebs Soris. Tumca, 

mamakacebs Soris, romlebic nakleb aqtiurebi iyvnen 

seqsualurad, Sesabamisi maCvenebeli sakmaod maRa-

li iyo (27.1% geebSi da 23.6% heteroseqsual ma-

makacebSi). kvlevam aCvena, rom depresiis klinikuri 

xarisxi ukavSirdeba ara imdenad seqsualur ori-

entacias, ramdenadac seqsualur aqtivobas (geebis 

46%, romelic aseqsualuri cxovrebis wess arCevs 

an sxva mizezis gamo naklebad aqtiuria seqsualu-

rad, depresiiT itanjeba, maSin roca seqsualurad 

aqtiur geebSi es maCvenebeli 6%-ia. heteroseqsual 

mamakacebSi es maCveneblebi Sesabamisad 21.8% da 

2.6%-ia) – heteroseqsual mamakacebze iseve mZimed 

moqmedebs dabali seqsualuri aqtivoba, rogorc 

geebze, Tumca, mTlianobaSi es maCvenebeli geebSi 

orjer ufro maRalia, vidre heteroseqsual mamak-

acebSi. qalebis jgufSi (homo/bi/heteroseqsuali 

qalebi) es sxvaoba ufro mcirea mamakacebTan Sedar-

ebiT, Tumca, heteroseqsual qalebTan SedarebiT, 

lesboselebic ufro midrekili arian depresiisa 

da TviTdestruqciuli qcevisaken (mag. alkohol-

is, narkotikebisa da Tambaqos moxmarebis maRali 

maCvenebeli).10    

meTodologiuri SeniSvnebis garda (mag. kvlevis 

monawileeTa SerCevis kriteriumebi, maTi mikuTvneb-

uloba sxvadasxva socialuri jgufebisadmi, sxva 

stresuli gamocdilebis arseboba, romelic ar uka-

vSirdeba orientacias, kulturuli da socialuri 

garemo da sxv.), romelic ar iZleva am monacemebis 

srulad ganzogadoebis saSualebas, mecnierTa erTi 

nawili miiCnevs, rom amgvari sxvaoba ar SeiZleba aix-

snebodes mxolod socialuri presiT (am hipoTezis 

Sesamowmeblad aucilebelia SedarebiTi kros-kul-

turuli kvlevebis Catareba, romelic aCvenebda 

Tu rogor icvleba nevrotizmisa da suicidisadmi 

midrekileba geebs Soris sxvadasxva qveyanasa da 

socialur garemoSi homofobiis xarisxis gaTval-

iswinebiT). aucilebelia sakiTxis kidev ufro Rrmad 

Seswavla.11 

internalizebuli homofobia sxvadasxva saxiT 

vlindeba. sakuTari Tavisa da megobrebis dacvis 

mizniT, homoseqsualebi xSirad mimarTaven hetero-

seqsualuri qcevis imitaciis praqtikas. erTi Sexed-

viT, es arc ise rTulia, radgan, adamianebis umete-

soba Tvlis, rom yvela heteroseqsuali unda iyos. 

Tumca, Tu gaviTvaliswinebT, rom sakuTari qcevisa 

da metyvelebis gamudmebuli kontroli yoveldRi-

uri stresis wyaroa, es arc ise efeqturi gamosava-

lia mdgomareobidan. adamianebi, romlebic aseT 
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related to their sexual orientation and the social 
environment they live in) which mean its results 
should not be fully generalized. Some research-
ers believe that the aforementioned gaps cannot 
be attributed exclusively to social pressures and 
require further study.  They say that cross-cultural 
studies should be performed to check this hypoth-
esis, as that would reflect how neurosis and suicidal 
tendencies among gays differ according to country 
and how entrenched homophobia is in the social 
environment.11 

Internalized homophobia manifests itself in several 
diff erent ways. Homosexuals often imitate heterosex-
ual behaviour in order to protect themselves and their 
friends. At fi rst glance, doing so is not too diffi  cult, since 
the majority of people assume everyone to be hetero-
sexual. Yet if we consider the fact that exercising con-
stant control over one’s behaviour and speech patterns 
can be a source of everyday stress, it is not an eff ective 
long-term solution. People who use this practice are of-
ten in fear of being forced to come out and not only do 
not react when gays are verbally insulted or fall victim 
to physical aggression – they often become aggressive 
homophobes themselves. 

People who associate the full acceptance/recognition 
of their sexuality with negative self-esteem are often es-
pecially critical and demanding of both themselves and 
other members of the LGBT group. They aspire to estab-
lish absolute moral standards of behaviour for gays and 
lesbians, which frequently gives rise to confl ict within 
the group.12  Many of them try to distance themselves 
from the group and prove that they are better than the 
other group members who do not satisfy this “moral 
standard”.

Understanding the negative consequences of the ho-
mophobic environment does not automatically make 
LGBT people sensitive to representatives of other mar-
ginalized groups. Attitudes within the community are 
not uniform. Thanks to other stereotypes and prejudices 
internalized during the homo-, bi- and transphobia, sex-
ism, ageism and socialization process, some members of 
the group carry the status of double or even triple minor-
ity and, accordingly, endure more stress. The confl ict be-
tween one’s sexuality and the norms prevailing in the en-
vironment forces some people to live an asexual lifestyle 
or reject engaging in long-term, committed relationships. 
These people often show interest in “inaccessible objects”. 

A dismissive attitude towards heterosexuals and 
avoiding contact with them (heterophobia), as well as 

praqtikas mimarTaven, iZulebiTi qaminauTis SiSis 

gamo ara mxolod ureaqciod toveben zogadad lgbt 

adamianebis mimarT Seuracxmyofel gamonaTqvamebsa 

da fizikuri agresiis gamovlinebis faqtebs, aramed 

Tavad iqcevian agresiuli homofobebad.

is adamianebi, romelTa mxridan sakuTari seqsua-

lobis nawilobriv an srulad miRebas/aRiarebas Tan 

axlavs negatiuri TviTSefaseba, xSirad zedmetad 

kritikulebi arian da gadaWarbebuli momTxovn-

elobiT gamoirCevian rogorc sakuTari Tavis, ise 

lgbt jgufis sxva wevrebis mimarT. isini iswrafvi-

an daamyaron qcevis absoluturi moraluri stan-

darti geebisa da lesboselebisaTvis, rac xSirad 

konfliqtebis mizezi xdeba Tavad jgufis SegniT.12  

bevri maTgani cdilobs gaemijnos jgufs da daamt-

kicos, rom is ukeTesia, vidre jgufis sxva wevrebi, 

romlebic ar akmayofileben maRal “moralur stan-

dartebs”. 

xSir SemTxvevaSi, rodesac isini iTviseben “agreso-

ris” rols, amtkiceben, rom jgufi araTu ar 

saWiroebs gansakuTrebul dacvasa da zrunvas, ar-

amed umravlesobis wevrTa msgavsad ewinaaRmdegee-

bian sayovelTaod aRiarebuli uflebebis gavrcele-

bas jgufis wevrebze (qorwinebis ufleba, Svilad 

ayvanis ufleba da sxv). maTi agresiis obieqti xSir-

ad xdebian lgbt aqtivistebi, romlebic maTi azriT 

“zedmet yuradRebas iqceven da amiT zrdian homo-

fobiur ganwyobas sazogadoebaSi”.  

homofobiuri garemos negatiuri Sedegebis 

gacnobiereba avtomaturad sensitiurs ar xdis  

jgufis wevrebs sxva marginalizebuli jgufebis 

warmomadgenelTa mimarT. araerTgvarovania 

damokidebuleba jgufis SegniTac. homo/bi/trans-

fobis, seqsizmis, eijizmisa da socializaciis 

procesSi SeTvisebuli sxva stereotipebis da wi-

naswarganwyobebis wyalobiT, jgufis zogierTi 

wevri umciresobis ormagi, xandaxan sammagi sta-

tusis matarebeli xdeba da Sesabamisad, stresis 

gavlena ufro Zlierdeba. 

konfliqti sakuTar seqsualobasa da garemoSi 

arsebul normebs Soris zogs aiZulebs aseqsual-

uri cxovrebis wess mimarTon an uari Tqvan xan-

grZliv, myar urTierTobebze. aseTi adamianebi 

xSirad avlenen interess “miuwvdomeli obieqtis” 

mimarTac.  

agdebuli damokidebuleba heteroseqsualebis 

mimarT da maTTan kontaqtisaTvis Tavis arideba 

(heterofobia), iseve rogorc hipertrofirebuli 

siamaye sakuTari homoseqsualuri orientaciiT, 
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hypertrophic pride in one’s homosexual orientation can 
also be considered manifestations of internalized ho-
mophobia. 

Supporters of affi  rmative gay therapy have proposed 
several ways to overcome internalized homophobia on 
the basis of examples of individual clinical cases of inter-
nalized homophobia and analysis of the discrimination 
cycle : 13

• Accepting yourself for what you are; 
• Overcoming the tendency to blame yourself and feel 

guilty; 
• Understanding the negative consequences of isola-

tion and aspiring towards inclusivity; 
• Fighting against discrimination, which implies open-

ly expressing your opinion and highlighting the nega-
tive consequences of discrimination (otherwise people 
may think that you are satisfi ed with your current status 
and situation); identifying positive role models and be-
ing one; and supporting those who are discriminated 
against. 

Eka Aghdgomelashvili 

aseve SeiZleba SeTvisebuli homofobiis gamov-

lenad CaiTvalos.  

afirmaciuli gei-Terapiis momxreni diskrimi-

naciuli ciklis gaanalizebisa da internalize-

buli homofobiis calkeuli klinikuri gamov-

linebis magaliTebze dayrdnobiT asaxeleben 

SeTvisebuli homofobiis daZlevis ramdenime 

gzas:13

• sakuTari Tavis miReba iseTad, rogoric xarT;

• TviTbraldebis tendenciis daZleva da danaSau-

lis grZnobis gadalaxva;

• izolaciis negatiuri Sedegebis gacnobiereba da 

inkluziurobisaken swrafva;

• brZola diskriminaciis winaaRmdeg, rac gu-

lisxmobs sakuTari mosazrebebis Riad gamoTqmas, 

diskriminaciis negatiuri Sedegebis xazgasmas (wi-

naaRmdeg SemTxvevaSi SeiZleba CaTvalon, rom Tqven 

kmayofili xarT im aradamakmayofilebeli sta-

tusiTa da mdgomareobiT, romelic amJamad gaqvT); 

dadebiTi roluri modelebis Seqmnas da demonstri-

rebas; diskriminirebulTa mxardaWeras da sxv.

eka aRdgomelaSvili
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Any conversation about modern British drama cannot be 
without reference to the author who wrote a certain legend-
ary 1996 play; the play, whose title is often partially replaced 
with asterixes, belongs to Mark Ravenhill and its title is “Shop-
ping and Fucking”. 

Mention of Ravenhill, whose very name has been elevated 
to cult status, brings to mind several associations – he never 
hid his homosexuality, and the whole world knows that in the 
1990s he was diagnosed with HIV. Yet despite his “scandalous” 
biography, no-one can deny that Ravenhill brought some-
thing absolutely new to the development of British and world 
drama and crafted a completely unique style. 

rodesac Tanamedrove britanul dramaze 

laparakoben, SeuZlebelia, gverdi avuaroT av-

tors, romelmac 1996 wels legendaruli piesa 

dawera; piesa, romlis saTaursac xSirad ucen-

zurobis gamo simboloebiT cvlian, mark raven-

hils ekuTvnis da misi saTauri inglisurad ase 

JRers: “Shopping and Fucking”. 
ravenhilis aw ukve sakultod qceuli saxeli 

ramdenime asociacias aRZravs – pirvel rigSi 

amaxvileben yuradRebas imaze, rom arc arasodes 

malavda Tavis homoseqsualobas, aseve saqveynod 

cnobili faqtia, rom 90-iani wlebSi igi aiv-in-

mark ravenhilis molodinSi

Waiting for Mark Ravenhill
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The explicit sexual nature and exceptional boldness of his 
1990s plays “Shopping and Fucking”, “Faust is Dead”, “Hand-
bag” and “Some Explicit Polaroids” shocked even British audi-
ences accustomed to extreme drama. Still, they enjoyed great 
popularity and to this day are performed in numerous leading 
theatres across the world. 

By now, the stage hooliganism of this “enfant terrible” sur-
prises no-one, and the label “gay playwright” is not ascribed 
to him since he has already attained the status of “classic”. The 
majority of his plays have at least one gay character. They also 
contain frank and often cruel sex scenes. One interviewer 
asked Ravenhill if he thought of himself as a gay author. He 
responded:

“My fi rst work was not interpreted as simply a ‘gay play’, and 
this did not particularly surprise me. Quite a few plays deal-
ing with the same themes had been written in previous years 
– good examples are Kevin Elliot or Jonathan Harvey. I guess 
you could say fate smiled upon me, since I when I came along 
the groundwork had already been laid and writing about gay 
characters was no longer considered unusual. That’s why if 

feqcia aRmoaCnda, Tumca, am “skandaluri” bio-

grafiis fonze, veravin axerxebs imis uaryofas, 

rom ravenhilma srulebiT axali sityva Tqva bri-

tanuli da msoflio dramis ganviTarebaSi da uni-

kaluri, mxolod misTvis damaxasiaTebeli stilis 

Seqmna moaxerxa. 1990-ian wlebSi dawerili piesebi 
(“Shopping and Fucking”, “Faust is Dead”, “Handbag”, “Some 
Explicit Polaroids” da sxv.) Tavisi seqsualuri eqs-

pliciturobiTa da gansakuTrebuli siTamamiT, 

SokSi agdebda TviT yvelafris mnaxvel britanel 

mayurebels, magram paradoqsuli popularobiT 

sargeblobda da dRemde araerTi qveynis wamyvan 

Teatralur scenebze idgmeba. dRes britaneTSi 

ukve aRaravis ukvirs am l’enfant terrible-is scenuri 

xulignoba da gei-dramaturgis iarliysac aravin 

akravs, radgan ravenhilma, ukve karga xania, moax-

erxa klasikosis tatusis mopoveba. misi piesebis 

umravlesobaSi sul mcire erTi gei personaJia; 

gulaxdili, da xSirad sastiki, seqsualuri scene-

bi gansakuTrebuli siTamamiT aris gadmocemuli. 

amis miuxedavad, erT-erT interviuSi, rodesac 

ravenhils hkiTxes, miiCnevs Tu ara Tavs gei-avto-

rad, man upasuxa: “Cemi pirveli namuSevari ar aRuq-

vamT rogor ubralod “gei piesa”, Tumca, Zalian 

ar gamkvirvebia. wina wlebSi msgavs Tematikaze sak-

maod bevri iwereboda, magaliTad kevin eliotis an 

jonaTan harvis moyvana SeiZleba. SeiZleba iTqvas, 

rom bedma gamiRima, radgan momzadebul niadagze 

movedi, roca ukve gei personaJebis Sesaxeb wera 

ar iTvleboda uCveulod. amitomac, Tu person-

aJi geia, es ar niSnavs, rom mxolod da mxolod 

amaSi gamoixateba mTeli piesis arsi. me piradad 

yovelTvis vcdilob, Tavi avarido aseT Sefasebas, 

ar miyvars, roca Cems piesebs gei-artis iarliys 

akraven. rasakvirvelia, isic vici, rom geebi aseve 

SeiZleba dainteresdnen Cemi piesebiT, magram garw-

munebT, rom mayureblis Zalian didi umravlesoba 

ar aris gei.”

paradoqsia, magram mark ravenhili swored daun-

dobeli gulwrfelobiT axerxebs, gei personaJebis 

problemebs zogadadamianuri JReradoba SesZinos: 

seqsi, Zaladoba, bilwsityvaoba mis piesebSi iseTi 

Warbi dozebiTaa gadmocemuli, rom kargavs Tavis 

pirvelad mniSvnelobas da simbolur datvirTvas 

iZens. es gadaWarbeba mxolod ravenhilis piesebT-

an pirveli Sexvedrisas SeiZleba iwvevdes mZafr 

reaqcias, Tumca, meored an ufro yuradRebiT 

gacnobisas, SeuZlebelia, virtuozi mwerali ar 

aRmoaCino. avtori, romelsac enis SesaZleblobebi 
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a character is gay, it doesn’t necessary express the whole es-
sence of the play. I personally always try to avoid making such 
assessments. I don’t like it when my plays are labelled gay art. 
Of course I also know that gays may be into my plays, but I 
assure you that the vast majority of my audience is not gay.”

Paradoxically, it is precisely Ravenhill’s ruthless frankness 
that allows him to give a common human resonance to the 
problems of gay people: sex, violence and foul language ap-
pear in such great quantities in his works that they lose their 
original meaning and take on symbolic weight. 

But this excess is particularly striking only on fi rst viewing. 
When one gains a deeper familiarity with Ravenhill’s plays, it is 
impossible not to appreciate his writing virtuosity. This author 
takes the possibilities of language to such extremes, erases 
boundaries and fl outs all standards, and, in so doing, creates 
an entirely new artistic reality. A reality some of his critics have 
called “even more real than real life”. 

Another characteristic of Ravenhill’s style is his unique sense 
of humour. In his hands, even the most tragic and sad subjects 
take on a comical air. Nothing is sacred or untouchable for 
Ravenhill’s wit. He manages to convey the tragic nature of hu-
man existence with comical fl air. It’s impossible not to laugh 
even during his most cruel and sexually violent scenes. For 
example, one character in “Shopping and Fucking” spends a 
long time telling us about how his father was killed by his per-
fi dious uncle, who then married his mother…

It’s a completely obvious allusion to “Hamlet” but the story 
takes strange twists and involves a herd of cattle trampling 
over his dead father. Despite being aff ected by the tragic story, 
audiences invariably laugh as they realize the allusion is in fact 
not to “Hamlet”, but to Disney’s “The Lion King”. There are nu-
merous other examples of this kind. 

Ravenhill once off ered the following explanation for his 
play “Shopping and Fucking”: consumer society has made 
sex a consumer object, robbed it of intimacy and rendered 
it an empty act that is no diff erent from going shopping. We 
consume sex just as we consume any product that we buy at 
the store. This play, Ravenhill’s fi rst, remains his most popular 
to this day.

Since 2000 Ravenhill has in a sense “conceded” his positions. 
His writings no longer contain harsh radicalism and social-
political themes are dealt with in a more abstract manner. His 
“scandalous” plays though are fi nding their way into theatres 
in more and more countries outside Europe and North Ameri-
ca. Let’s see how long it takes “Shopping and Fucking” to reach 
the Georgian stage. Thirteen years have passed already since 
the play was written. 

Shorena Dzneladze

ukiduresobamde mihyavs, sazRvrebs Slis, arRvevs 

yvela standarts da Sedegad sruliad axal mxat-

vrul realobas qmnis. rogorc misi kritikosebi 

aRniSnaven: `relobas, romelic xSirad TviT namd-

vil cxovrebaze ufro realuria~. 

kidev erTi Tviseba, romelic ravenhilis 

safirmo niSania, misi ganumeorebeli iumoria. 

yvelaze tragikuli da sevdiani siuJetebic ki 

mis xelSi gansakuTrebul komikur iers iZens. 

ravenhilisTvis ar arsebobs “xelSeuxebeli” 

siwminde, romelzec xumroba ar SeiZleba; is 

paradoqsulad axerxebs, Tanamedrove adamia-

nis yofis tragikuloba komizmiT gadmosces. 

yvelaze sastik, seqsualuri ZaladobiT gajere-

bul scenebSic ki, SeuZlebelia Tavi Seikavo da 

ar gagecinos. magaliTad, “Sopping and Fucking”-
is erT-erTi personaJi didxans gviyveba, ro-

gor moukles mama, veragma Ziam rogor SeirTo 

dedamisi colad... srulebiT cxadi aluziaa 

“hamletTan”, Tumca, TxrobaSi moulodnelad 

SemoiWreba veluri Zroxebis jogi, romelmac 

mokluli mama gadaTela da ambis tragikulo-

biT SeZruli mayurebeli sicils ver ikavebs, 

radgan xvdeba, rom sinamdvileSi “hamletis” ki 

ara, Turme disneis “mefe lomis” istorias is-

mendnen. msgavsi magaliTis moyvana kidev mrav-

lad SeiZleba. 

TviTon ravenhils Tu davesesxebiT, seqsis si-

Warbe mis piesebSi ase aixsneba – konsumerul-

ma sazogadoebam seqsi moxmarebis sagnad aqcia, 

daacariela intimurobisgan da axla ukve xelT 

gvaqvs carieli aqti, romelic arafriT gansx-

vavdeba sayidlebze siarulisgan. Cven iseve mov-

ixmarT seqss, rogorc nebismier sxva produqts, 

romelsac maRaziebSi vyidulobT. swored am 

Temas eZRvneba ravenhilis pirveli da dRemde 

yvelaze popularuli piesa. 

2000 wlidan ravenhilma erTgvarad “daTmo” 

poziciebi, mis teqstebs ukve aRar axasiaTebs mw-

vave radikaluroba, socialur-politikuri Temebi 

mis axal namuSevrebSi ufro abstraqtulad ikiTxe-

ba, magram evropisa da amerikis sazRvrebs gareT, 

bevr qveyanaSi ravenhilis “skandaluri” piesebi 

jer kidev ikvlevs gzas didi scenebisken. vnaxoT, 

ramdeni xani dasWirdeba “Shopping and Fucking”-s 
qarTul scenaze CamosaRwevad. piesis Seqmnidan 13 

weli ukve gavida.  

Sorena ZnelaZe
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I 
I returned home happy that night, my heart racing in 

excitement. I live a long way from Friedrichshain, so I’d 
spent about 45 minutes in the metro. The whole time 
I was dizzy with happiness. As soon as I lay down in 
bed, I remembered that over the previous few days I 
had been the saddest and most lonely person in this 
city. I smiled. 

I

Rame bednieri davbrundi saxlSi, guli amovard-

naze mqonda. fridrixshainidan Zalian Sors vcxov-

rob. amitom, daaxloebiT 45 wuTi gavatare metro-

Si. mTeli es dro bednierebisgan Tavbru mexveoda. 

sawolSi davweqi Tu ara gamaxsenda, rom wina dRee-

bSi qalaqSi Cemze mowyenili da martosuli adamiani 

aravin meguleboda. gameRima. 

mxolod qalebisTvis

For Women Only 
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II
It was the beginning of April. The dormitory emp-

tied at the very moment the spring holiday began. I 
was the only one of my circle of friends who stayed in 
the city. At first, this didn’t bother me: the whole city - 
with its parks, cafes, galleries and theatres - was at my 
disposal. Armed with books and monthly programme, 
I felt calm. And, as fate would have it, the weather was 
spectacular. 

I started feeling lonely two weeks in. Two or three 
days would pass without me so much as uttering a 
word. I would get up early in the morning, have break-
fast at a bakery down the street, and then embark on 
my route from the park to the cafe, from the cafe to 
the gallery, from the gallery to the Turkish or Chinese 
restaurant and from there back to the cafe. I explored 
all of the city’s neighbourhoods and tried the doner 
kebabs and Turkish tea in each of them; I discovered 
that the theatre is in fact not a boring invention; and, 
most importantly, I found a bicycle path leading from 
my house directly to the centre. My days were full and 
sober. A bit sad, though. 

I decided to spend the last five days of my holiday in 
Munich. I needed a change. My trip was still a few days 
away, though, so naturally, I had to keep myself busy 
with something. I found an advert for a local party on 
the internet. “For women only – nothing from the in-
side and empty from the bottom” – I struggled through 
translating the German title. Sounded quite interest-
ing. 

III
The party was in Friedrichshain, my favourite neigh-

bourhood. I was so excited that I left the house several 
hours early. I wore jeans and a green T-shirt, with small, 
black shoes. I deliberately didn’t take my bike, as I had 
an inkling that I was going to get drunk. At last, today I 
was going to get drunk. 

I had been wandering around a lot by the time it got 
dark. I know a little Thai restaurant in Friedrichshain - the 
cheapest and tastiest in the world, where they have a mil-
lion kinds of pastas with every imaginable kind of sauce. 
I sat there for almost two hours, deliberately prolong-
ing the eating process. Finally, I headed towards the bar 
where this intriguing party was supposed to take place. 
But I found no bar. Instead, I found a small, calm courtyard 
surrounded by residential apartment buildings. The fi rst 
fl oor of one of the buildings was alight with excitement. 
Suddenly I felt embarrassed about the prospect of spend-

II

aprilis dasawyisi iyo. ardadegebi daiwyo Tu 

ara, saerTo sacxovrebeli dacarielda. Cemi same-

gobrodan erTaderTi viyavi, vinc qalaqSi darCa. 

Tumca, Tavidan ar Sevuwuxebivar am faqts – Cems 

gankargulebaSi iyo mTeli qalaqi Tavisi parkebiT, 

kafeebiT, galereebiTa da TeatrebiT. Tvis pro-

gramiT da wignebiT SeiaraRebuli Tavs mSvidad 

vgrZnobdi. bedad, amindic mSvenieri iyo.

ori kviris Semdeg martoobam Semawuxa. SeiZle-

ba, zedized or-sam dRes ise Caevlo, rom erTi 

sityvac ar meTqva. diliT adre viRviZebdi, qu-

Cis bolos patara safunTuSeSi vsauzmobdi da 

Semdeg iwyeboda Cemi msvleloba parkidan kafeSi, 

kafedan galereaSi, galereidan Turqul an Cinur 

restoranSi da iqidan isev kafeSi. qalaqis yvela 

ubani moviare da yvela maTganSi gavsinje doner 

qebabi da Turquli Cai; aRmovaCine, rom Teatri 

arc Tu ise mosawyeni gamogoneba yofila da rac 

mTavaria, yvelaze mokle savelosipedo gza vipove 

Cemi saxlidan centramde. fxizeli da savse dReebi 

iyo. cota sevdiani.

erTxelac gadavwyvite, rom ardadegebis bolo 

5 dRes miunhenSi gavatarebdi. cvlileba mWird-

eboda. wasvlamde kidev ramdenime dRe rCeboda da 

bunebrivia, Tavi ramiT unda gamerTo. bevri fiqri 

ar damWirvebia, roca internetSi farTis Sesaxeb 

informacias gadavawydi: “mxolod qalebisTvis – 

Signidan araferi da qvevidan carieli”. gaWirve-

biT gadavTargmne germanuli saTauri. sakmaod da-

maintrigeblad JRerda.

III

farTi fridrixshainSi unda yofiliyo, Cem sayva-

rel ubanSi. iseTi aRelvebuli viyavi, rom ramden-

ime saaTiT adre gavedi saxlidan. jinsi da mwvane 

maisuri mecva, Tan Savi patara fexsacmelebi. ve-

losipedi gangeb ar waviRe, guli migrZnobda, rom 

davTvrebodi. dRes mainc davTvrebodi, rogorc 

iqna.

bevri bodialis Semdeg daRamda. fridrixshainSi 

erTi patara tailanduri restorani vici, msofli-

oSi yvelaze iafi da gemrieli, sadac milioni saxis 

pastas amzadeben yvelanairi sousiT. iq TiTqmis 2 

saaTi viyuryute – specialurad gavwele Wamis 

procesi. bolos im barisken gaveSure, sadac dam-

aintrigebeli farTi unda yofiliyo. Tumca, bari 

ver vipove – baris nacvlad mSvidi patara ezo 

damxvda sacxovrebeli korpusebiT garSemorty-
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ing the whole evening at a stranger’s house. 
I was blushing from ear to ear when the door opened 

– with my red cheeks, skinny white arms and heelless 
shoes, I looked like a little child. I wasn’t even wearing 
make-up. This was a mistake… The woman who opened 
the door looked absolutely magnifi cent. She wore black, 
high-heeled boots over her tight black pants, she wore a 
Kashmir top and her short blond hair sparkled silver. She 
had probably put something in her hair. She would have 
been about 40, and she was very charming. 

There were only a few people inside – naturally, only 

muli. erT-erTi Senobis pirveli sarTuli gaCax-

Caxebuli iyo. uceb Semrcxva ucxo xalxSi rom unda 

gametarebina mTeli saRamo.

yurebamde wiTeli viyavi kari rom gamiRes – wi-

Teli loyebiT, fiTqina TeTri mklavebiTa da uqus-

lo fexsacmelebiT patara bavSvs vgavdi. makiaJic ki 

ar mqonda. arada, sul tyuilad... qali, romelmac 

kari gamiRo, sruliad fantastiurad gamoiyure-

boda – Sav viwro Sarvalze Savi maRalqusliani 

Ceqmebi hqonda amocmuli, tanze TeTri abreSumis 

perangi ecva, mokle qera Tma ki vercxlisfrad 35 



women. I guess a lot of them were just curious and had 
come to see what it was about. The silver-haired host, 
whose name was Laura, told me I could buy “souvenirs” 
and pointed me towards a collection of vagina-shaped 
pillows. I couldn’t understand practically anything she 
said, but I was too shy to ask if she knew English. I was 
very confused and afraid of being left alone, so I at-
tentively looked at Laura’s painted eyes as she spoke 
and dutifully nodded my head. She led me around, 
showing me the vagina-shaped pillows, and then 
vagina-shaped chandeliers. The soft vagina souvenirs 
resembled flowers. When I saw posters on the wall fea-
turing pictures of real vaginas, I realized that I was not 
mistaken: it seemed Laura and her friends really liked 
vaginas. 

Everybody smiled at me and shook my hand. These 
polite Germans probably really wanted me to buy at 
least one vagina pillow.

IV
It was not a typical party - there wasn’t even any al-

cohol. Eventually, Laura realized that I knew practically 
no German and began mingling with other guests. In 
my search for alcohol, I came across even more vagina-
shaped souvenirs. The apartment was well lit – these 
girls had nothing to hide. In the light one could clearly 
see the multicoloured threads embroidered in the 
transparent cotton curtains, the beads affixed to the 
walls and armchairs, the vaginas sewn from multico-
loured cloths and the fluffy, cream-coloured futons. 

There was a group of girls lying on one of these fu-
tons looking over some kind of book. At Laura’s insis-
tent demand I went up to them and lay down in a free 
spot. They smiled at me, laughed and continued speak-
ing in German. There were four of them. One of them 
looked like a foreigner, with her wheat-coloured skin 
so characteristic of the peoples of the south. She had 
long black hair and was giving a gentle but thorough 
back rub to the young fat woman lying down next to 
her whose attention was fixed on the book. One of the 
women was loudly and passionately reading the book 
while the others listened in rapt attention. 

I was surprised that I had never been to a party like 
this in my whole life. Music was turned on and more 
people began to show up, but still, the apartment was 
still awash in light and the women were still convers-
ing calmly. Bottles of alcohol were still nowhere to be 
found. Instead, interestingly dressed women began 
to appear. Laura herself had changed her clothes. It 

ubrwyinavda. albaT, rame esva Tavze. ase 40 wlis 

iqneboda, Zalian eSxiani. 

SigniT cota xalxi iyo, bunebrivia, mxolod qa-

lebi. samagierod, dasaTvalierebeli iyo bevri. 

vercxlisTmianma maspinZelma, romelsac laura 

erqva, amixsna, rom suvenirebis yidva SemeZlo da 

vaginis formis baliSebze mimiTiTa. TiTqmis ar 

mesmoda misi sityvebi, magram momerida mekiTxa, 

inglisuri Tu icoda. Zalian dabneuli viyavi da 

meSinoda marto darCenis, amitom yuradRebiT 

vuyurebdi lauras SeRebil TvalebSi da Tavsac 

vuqnevdi, is ki damatarebda aqeT-iqiT da xan vag-

inis formis baliSebs maCvenebda da xan vaginis 

formis WaRebs. rbili vagina-suvenirebi yvavilebs 

gavda. roca realuri vaginis posterebi davinaxe 

kedlebze, mivxvdi, rom ar vcdebodi. rogorc Cans, 

lauras da mis megobrebs Zalian uyvardaT vaginebi. 

yvela miRimoda da xels marTmevda – zrdilobiani 

germanelebi, albaT, Zalian undodaT, erTi vagina-

baliSi mainc meyida.

IV

aratipiuri farTi iyo, alkoholic ki versad vi-

pove. adre Tu gvian laura mixvda, rom germanuli 

TiTqmis ar mesmoda da sxva stumrebiT dakavda. 

alkoholis ZebnaSi kidev bevri vaginis formis su-

veniri vipove. bina kargad iyo ganaTebuli, Cans, 

gogoebi arafers malavdnen. am Suqze kargad Can-

da Wreli ZafebiT moqarguli gamWvirvale bambis 

fardebi, mZivebiT morTuli kedlebi da savarZle-

bi, Wreli naWrebisgan Sekerili vaginebi da fum-

fula kremisferi leibebi. 

erT-erT aseT leibze gogoebis jgufi iyo 

wamowolili, raRac wigns aTvalierebdnen. lau-

ras daJinebuli TxovniT maTTan mivedi da Tavi-

sufal adgilas wamovweqi. gamiRimes, gamecnen da 

gaagrZeles germanulad saubari. oTxi gogo iyo, 

maTgan erT-erTs etyoboda, rom ucxoeli iyo da 

Cems msgavsad ar esmoda germanuli. grZeli Savi 

Tma hqonda da samxreTelebisTvis damaxasiaTebe-

li xorblisferi kani. nel-nela da gulmodgined 

uzelda zurgs gverdiT wamowolil axalgazrda 

msuqan qals, romelic wigns miStereboda. erT-

erTi qali xmamaRla da vnebiT kiTxulobda wigns, 

sxvebi ki gatrunulebi usmendnen. 

gakvirvebuli viyavi, aseT Cum farTize cxovr-

baSi ar vyofilvar. miuxedavad imisa, rom musika 

CarTes da xalxic moemata, bina isev gakaSkaSebuli 

iyo da qalebi isev wynarad saubrobdnen. alko-
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was then that I came to appreciate the title given to 
the party: Laura was now wearing tight black panties 
instead of tight black trousers. Other women were in 
their underwear too. Some of them were wearing sexy 
thongs while others wore men’s briefs-style bikini bot-
toms. Still others wore short or long dresses, or men’s 
trousers – but probably with no underwear beneath. 
It was an interesting sight to behold. Still no sign of 
bottles, though. 

While scanning the room, I came across a pair of 
honey-coloured eyes. They were kind and pretty eyes. 
I smiled. The person they belonged to was lying to my 
right, in the “book club”. She had short, brown curls. 
Her name was Nadja and, like me, she had come in 
jeans and a T-shirt. She too looked confused. We both 
looked a bit out of place against this backdrop of ele-
gant, half-naked women. I was happy to find someone 
like me. I breathed a sigh of relief. 

V
By midnight I was drunk and enraptured. Nadja 

brought four bottles of beer and I drank three of them. 
We spoke in German – apparently the alcohol helped 
me out. No-one was reading in the “book club” any-
more. There was not even a book in sight. My neigh-
bours on the left – the dark-skinned foreigner and the 
fat German – were enthusiastically caressing each oth-
er, and this time not only on each other’s backs. 

The fat one layed on her back and moaned while the 
foreign girl had taken her clothes off and was rubbing 
against her body. The woman who had been reading 
the book was simultaneously kissing the fat one on 
the neck and caressing the foreign girl. It was a beauti-
ful sight to behold. Similar things were happening all 
around. The women had split into groups and were 
expressing their affection to each other on the futons, 
carpets and couches. One couple was on a table. I tried 
to catch sight of Laura, but couldn’t find her silvery 
hair among the naked bodies. 

Glancing around, I again saw those honey-coloured 
eyes. They were kind eyes that expressed the kind of 
confusion I was feeling. My heart skipped a beat and I 
smiled at her. “Du guckst so schoen,” she told me, and 
kissed me on the lips. Nadja tasted good – like beer. I 
liked her soft lips and I kissed her back. We kissed each 
other slowly, with great tenderness and sensitivity. A 
surge of pleasure rushed through my body. I wasn’t 
used to kissing like that. It was an unusual and pleas-
ant feeling to not to fell stubble or a beard. I thought 

holis boTlebi isev ar Canda. samagierod gamoCnd-

nen sainteresod Cacmuli qalebi, laurasac ukve 

gamoecvala. maSinRa mivxvdi farTis saTauris 

mniSvnelobas: lauras Savi viwro Sarvlis nacvlad 

axla Savi viwro sacvlebi ecva. sxva qalebic sacv-

lebSi iyvnen, zogs qalis seqsualuri tanga ecva, 

ufro mets ki - kacis sacvlis stilis bikini. sxvebi 

mokle an grZeli kabebiT iyvnen, an kacis Sarvle-

biT, magram savaraudod SigniT sacvlebi ar ecvaT. 

saintereso sanaxaoba iyo. boTlebi ki isev ar Canda. 

aqeT-iqiT yurebaSi Taflisfer Tvalebs Seve-

feTe. keTili da sandomiani Tvalebi iyo, gavuRime. 

maTi patroni Cems marjvniv iwva wignis mkiTxvelTa 

“klubSi”. mokle Ria yavisferi kululebi hqonda. 

fermkrTal kanze da aprexil cxvirze etyoboda, 

rom germaneli iyo. nadia erqva da Cemi ar iyos, 

jinsebiTa da maisuriT mosuliyo. isic dabneuli 

Canda. cota ucnaurad gamoviyurebodiT naxevrad 

SiSveli eSxiani qalebis fonze. gamixarda, rom 

Tanamoazre vipove. SvebiT amovisunTqe.

V

SuaRamisTvis ukve mTvrali da moxibluli vi-

yavi. nadiam oTxi boTli ludi moitana da iqidan 

sami me davlie. germanulad vlaparakobdiT, Cans, 

alkoholma Tavisi qna. ‘mkiTxvelTa klubSi’ ukve 

aRaravin kiTxulobda, wigni aRarc ki Canda. Cemi 

marcxena mezoblebi – Savgvremani ucxoeli da 

msuqani germaneli erTmaneTs uqve aqtiurad ef-

erebodnen, da ara marto zurgze. msuqani zurgze 

iwva da xvneSoda, ucxoels ki tansacmeli gaexada 

da SiSveli sxeulze exaxuneboda. qali, romelic 

manamde wignis nawyvetebs gvikiTxavda, msuqans kis-

erSi kocnida da cali xeliT ucxoels efereboda. 

lamazi sanaxaoba iyo. garSemo yvelgan igive xde-

boda rac ‘wignis klubSi’ – qalebi jfuf-jgufad 

ganawilebuliyvnen leibebze, xaliCebsa da taxte-

bze da erTmaneTs esiyvarulebodnen. erTi wyvili 

magidazec ki amZvraliyo. lauras danaxva mindoda, 

magram SiSvel sxeulebs Soris misi vercxlisferi 

Tavi versad vipove. 

aqeT-iqiT yurebaSi isev Taflisfer Tvalebs 

SevefeTe. keTili da Cemnairad dabneuli Tvalebi 

iyo. guli amiCuyda da gavuRime. nadiam miTxra “du 
guckst so schön” da pirdapir tuCebSi makoca. nadias 

kargi gemo hqonda, ludis. momewona misi rbili 

tuCebi da mec vakoce. nel-nela vkocnidiT erTma-

neTs, Zalian nazad da mgrZnobiared. siamovnebisgan 

Jruantelma damiara, aseT kocnas naCvevi ar viyavi. 
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about this for a while, then I suspended the kissing 
in order to ask Nadja to explain what “du guckst so 
schoen” meant. 

But instead of answering, she passionately kissed 
me again and again. And when she kissed my neck, 
my eyes closed involuntarily and I couldn’t open them 
again for a long time. 

Soon after, the music seemed to stop and I couldn’t 
even hear the fat German woman’s moaning anymore. 
Nadja caressed my face with her soft fi ngers and kissed 
me on my mouth, my lips, my neck and my breasts. Nad-
ja’s tongue was soft and bumpy. I had long forgotten the 
taste of the beer. Nadja’s taste and my taste became one. 

When I came to a few moments later, I realized 
that I, too, wanted to feel her body. I slipped my 

ucnauri da sasiamovno grZnoba iyo axalgaparsul 

kans an wvers rom ar vexebodi. cota xans amaze vi-

fiqre, mere ki kocna Sevwyvite da nadias vTxove 

aexsna Tu ras niSnavda “du guckst so schön”. pasuxis 

nacvlad man isev vnebianad makoca da mere isev da 

isev da isev da mere, roca kiserSi makoca, Tvalebi 

TavisiT damexuWa da didi xani veRar gavaxile.

cota xanSi musikis xma miwyda da aRarc msuqani 

germaneli qalis xvneSa mesmoda. nadia saxeze mef-

ereboda rbili TiTebiT da mkocnida pirze da 

loyebze, kiserze da mkerdze. nadias ena rbili iyo 

da xaoiani, ludis gemo ki ukve didi xania aRar 

igrZnoboda. nadias gemo da Cemi gemo erTi gaxda. 

roca cota azrze movedi, mivxvdi, rom mec mind-

oda misi sxeulis SegrZneba da amitom, erTi xeli 
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hand under her shirt and caressed her back. Her 
skin was hot and soft – just like I knew it would be.  
With my other hand, I undid her bra and touched 
her breasts. Her warm breasts were supple, full and 
very sensitive. Nadja squeezed me harder. I was to-
tally enraptured. 

VI
Later on that evening, I thought of the silver-

haired Laura and smiled: I now fully shared her 
and her friends’ enthusiasm for vaginas. Nadja and 
I left the party together. The metro was about to 
start running over. Nadja was on her bike, but she 
accompanied me to the metro station. It was cold 
on the way and we were both yawning. We said it 
had been a good night. I returned home happy. My 
heart was racing. I lay down in bed and decided 
that I had no reason to go to Munich…

Mariam Gagoshashvili

maisuris qveS Sevucure da zurgze mivefre. cxeli 

da rbili kani hqonda – TiTqos vicodi, rom asec 

iqneboda. meore xeliT lifi gavuxseni da mkerdze 

Sevexe. misi Tbili mkerdi mkvrivi, savse da Zalian 

mgrZnobiare iyo. nadiam kidev ufro magrad mim-

ixuta. mivxvdi, rom sruliad movixible. 

VI

im saRamos, mogvianebiT, isev vercxlisferi 

laura gamaxsenda. gameRima – ukve sruliad viz-

iarebdi misi da misi megobrebis aRfrTovanebas 

vaginebis mimarT. me da nadia farTidan erTad 

gamovediT. ukve is dro iyo, roca metros muS-

aoba unda ganeaxlebina. nadia velosipediT iyo, 

magram metromde mainc gamacila. gzaSi cioda da 

vamTqnarebdiT. vTqviT, rom kargi Rame iyo. saxlSi 

bednieri davbrundi, guli amovardnaze mqonda. sa-

wolSi davweqi Tu ara gadavwyvite, rom miunhenSi 

aRaraferi mesaqmeboda..

mariam gagoSaSvili
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“ra moxdeba, rom mamakacebs iseve moveqceT, rogorc qalebs eqcevian? gadavuxadoT dabali xelfasi, 

xeli SevuSaloT daikavon xelmZRvaneli Tanamdebobeba da gamoviyenoT maT winaaRmdeg seqsizmis sxva 

formebi?” cnobili feministis, gloria steinemis am SekiTxvam, romelic seqsizmis momxreebs arsebuli 

mdgomareobis sxvagvarad danaxvas aiZulebda, martin roxlins STaagona Seedgina kiTxvari im adamianebi-

saTvis, visac sjera, rom yvela heteroseqsualia an heteroseqsuali unda iyos, seqsualuri orientaciis 

sxva formebi ki arasworad, aranormalurad miaCnia. anketa im kiTxvebiTaa Sedgenili, romelTac xSirad 

usvamen xolme homo da biseqsual adamianebs. SeecadeT, seriozulad upasuxoT am kiTxvebs ise, rom 

Seuracxyofilad an gamasxaravebulad ar igrZnoT Tavi.   

1. ra aris Tqveni heteroseqsualobis mizezi, ratom giyvarT sawinaaRmdego sqesis adamianebi?

2. rodis da ratom gadawyviteT, rom heteroseqsuali xarT?

3. aris Tu ara Tqveni heteroseqsualoba mxolod gardamavali faza, romlis Semdeg kidev SeiZleba ganviTar-

deT?

4. aris Tu ara Tqveni heteroseqsualoba Tqvenive sqesis adamianebis mimarT nevrotuli SiSis Sedegi? iqneb, 

Tqven ubralod geSiniaT an gZulT isini?

5. Tuki arasdros gqoniaT seqsi Tqvenive sqesis warmomadgenelTan, saidan iciT, rom ar mogwonT? iqneb, ar 

SegxvedriaT Tqvenive sqesis kargi partniori?

6. visTvis giTqvamT Tqveni heteroseqsualuri orientaciis Sesaxeb da rogori iyo maTi reaqcia?

7. ratom cdilobT Tqveni heteroseqsualobis demonstrirebas sxvebisaTvis? gana ar SeiZleba, TqvenTvis 

iyoT da araferi agrZnobinoT garSemomyofebs, visac SeiZleba ar moswondes Tqveni orientacia?

8. ratom aniWeben heteroseqsualebi aseT did mniSvnelobas seqss da cdiloben sxvebsac moaxvion Tavs saku-

Tari cxovrebis wesebi?

9. absoluturad zustadaa cnobili, rom im adamianebis didi umravlesoba, vinc ryvnis bavSvebsa da mozard-

ebs, heteroseqsualebi arian. SesaZlebelia, rom am faqtebis miuxedavad, mivandoT maTi aRzrda heteroseq-

sual maswavleblebsa da aRmzrdelebs?

10. konkretulad ras akeTeben qalebi da mamakacebi loginSi erTad? aseTi didi anatomiur gansxvavebulobis 

gaTvaliswinebiT, saidan iciT, Tu rogor unda mianiWos siamovneba mamakacma qals da piriqiT?

11. miuxedavad imisa, rom sazogadoeba yvelanairad mxars uWers qorwinebis instituts, gayrebis ricxvi 

ganuxrelad matulobs. ratomaa heteroseqsualuri urTierTobebi aseTi aramyari da susti?

12. SegiZliaT Tu ara, endoT heteroseqsuali eqimebisa da fsiqologebis profesionalizms? ar geCvenebaT, 

rom isini cdiloben Tavs mogaxvion sakuTari seqsualuri orientacia?

13. rogorc Cans, bednieri heteroseqsualebi Zalian cotani arian. arsebobs saSualeba, romelic dagexmare-

baT orientaciis SecvlaSi. ar gindaT isargebloT aseTi TerapiiT?

kiTxvebi SeiZleba gavagrZeloT. upasuxeT? ara? ratom? Znelia? kiTxvebi cinikurad geCvenebaT? homoseqsua-

lebs ki aseT kiTxvebs mudmivad usvamen. 

martin roxlinis kiTxvari 
heteroseqsualebisaTvis
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Gloria Steinem illustrated the insanity of sexism by stating the question, “What if we do to men what is done to women?” 
She writes that if men were given lower paying jobs than women, lowered their chances of climbing the corporate ladder, 
and had to endure other forms of sexist acts they would be appalled and everyone would see the insanity of what is done 
to women.  These words inspired Martin Rochlin to come up with the present questionnaire for those who believe every 
person is born heterosexual or should be one and that other forms of sexual orientation are abnormal. Questionnaire is 
composed of questions often asked to homo and bisexual persons. Try to seriously answer these questions without feel-
ing being insulted or ridiculed.  

1.  What do you think has caused you to be heterosexual? 

2.  When and how did you fi rst decide you were a heterosexual? 

3.  Isn’t it possible your heterosexuality is just a phase you may grow out of?

4.  Is it possible your heterosexuality stems from a neurotic fear of people of the same sex? 

5.  If you’ve never slept with a person of the same sex, how do you know you wouldn’t prefer it?

6.  To whom have you disclosed your heterosexual tendencies? How did they react?

7.  Why do you insist on being so obvious, and making a public spectacle of your heterosexuality? Can’t you just 

be who you are and keep it quiet? 

8.  Why do heterosexuals place so much emphasis on sex? Why are they so promiscuous? 

9.  The great majority of child molesters are heterosexuals. Do you really consider it safe to expose your children 

to heterosexual teachers? 

10. How can you enjoy a full, satisfying sexual experience or deep emotional rapport with a person of the oppo-

site sex when the diff erences are so vast? How can a man understand what pleases a woman, or vice-versa? 

11. Even with all the societal support marriage receives, the divorce rate is spiralling. Why are there so few stable 

relationships among heterosexuals? 

12. Could you really trust a heterosexual therapist/counselor to be objective and unbiased? Don’t you fear he/she 

might be inclined to infl uence you in the direction of his/her own preferences?

13. There seem to be very few happy heterosexuals. Techniques have been developed that could help you change 

if you really wanted to. Have you considered trying psychotherapy or even aversion therapy?

We can endlessly continue with more questions. Did you answer them? No? Why not? Is it challenging? Homos are 
frequently asked these questions. w
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