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“Me"” Magazine is three years old. In the beginning, our main aims were elevating the self esteem of members of
the LGBT community and increasing the level of their social activism, as well as combating the prevailing negative
stereotypes about LGBT people in society and drawing the public’s attention to the problem of homophobia.

In this respect, there have been significant changes in the Georgian-language media over the past three years.
Neutral, factual materials, mostly republished locally from foreign sources, have appeared less often while the num-
ber of both positive and negative commentaries has increased.

This can be explained to a certain extent by the increasingly sharp polarization in society over values and princi-
ples, which in turn is due both to the increased visibility and activism of the LGBT community and the existing social-

a

political crisis in the country in which certain forces are calling for a return to the Soviet legacy and “traditional”values.

With increasing frequency, homophobia is discussed in the media as a social problem. The appearance of criti-

cism of homophobia as a form of xenophobia underscores the significance of this problem and the importance of
, combating it.

Three years ago, only a small number of LGBT activists and human rights organizations would protest when politi-
cians publicly made homophobic remarks. Now, the number of supporters and sympathizers has increased and,
consequently, “sincere” confessions of homophobia by public officials or individual politicians are swiftly given ap-
propriate assessments in the media.

Despite these significant changes, “Me” Magazine remains the only publication in Georgia completely devoted to
LGBT themes. With assistance from the Heinrich Boell Foundation, last year “Me"” became bilingual and began cover-
ing a broader range of topics, more copies are printed as well, broadening our magazine’s audience. Such changes
bring new challenges for both the publishers and the authors of the magazine. This issue of the magazine follows up
on previous one with topics on depathologization and decriminalization.

Enclosed, readers will find special track devoted to the 12th edition of “Me” by the local group “Me and My Monkey"
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Visits

An Inclusive Foundation representative at-
tended this year’s Outgames in Copenhagen,
the capital of the Kingdom of Denmark. Georgia
was represented for the first time at the Parade
of Nations that kicked off the events. Inclusive’s
representative also presented a report on the pro-
tection of LGBT rights in the South Caucasus at a
seminar on the sidelines of the event. Towards the
end of the games, another presentation pertaining
to Georgia was held at Copenhagen’s Pride Square.
That presentation dealt with LGBT rights in Eastern
Europe.

ive writers for the Armenian lesbian blog

“Queering Yerevan” visited Tbilisi. They ex-
pressed the desire to cooperate with Inclusive’s
women’s initiative group. The artists met several
representatives of Inclusive’s Women'’s Club and
elaborated cooperation plans within the frame-
work of both art initiatives and the first ever work-
ing meeting of lesbian and bisexual women in the
South Caucasus.

International recognition for
“Me” magazine

At the closing ceremony of the Outgames, the
“Copenhagen Catalogue of Good Practices”
was presented. Our magazine was listed alongside
20 other initiatives named “good practices” for the
advancement of the LGBT rights movement. “Me”
got special mention as an only LGBT press entry.

New ombudsman appointed

In late July, two candidates were nominated for
the post of Georgia’s public defender, which is
to be vacated in September. The ruling National
Movement party’'s parliamentary faction chose
Giorgi Tughushi, while the parliamentary minority
put forward the candidacy of MP Dimitri Lortkipan-
idze, who is currently the deputy chairman of the
parliamentary human rights and civil integration
committee. The two candidates both fielded ques-
tions from civil society representatives at a meet-
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ing organized by the Georgian Young Lawyers
Association and the Open Society Georgia Foun-
dation on 30 July. When asked about discrimina-
tion against LGBT people, the two candidates gave
radically different answers. Tughushi said that
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation
was unacceptable while his rival, Lortkipanidze,
said homosexuality should be “punishable by law” 5
since it is a sin and is forbidden by the Christian
religion. The parliament selected Tughushi as the
new ombudsman, though MPs did not give an ad-
equate assessment to Lortkipanidze’s statement.
Comments by Tughushi and the current ombuds-
man, Sozar Subari, in regard to Lortkipanidze's re-
mark are featured in this edition of the magazine. I

Civil protest and selection of new
Public Broadcaster chief

Following the resignation of Levan Qubaneish-
vili from the post of director-general of the
Public Broadcaster in July, his former deputy,
Giorgi Chanturia, entered the competition to re-
place him. Our readers will remember Chanturia
for his past homophobic and sexist comments.
Inclusive joined other civil society groups in stag-
ing a protest rally outside the headquarters of the
broadcaster to demand greater transparency in
the selection procedure. The broadcaster’s board
of supervisors approved some of the demands
voiced and agreed to broadcast a debate between
the three shortlisted candidates live on Channel 1.
In the final vote, five of the board’s eight members
supported Chanturia’s candidacy. This was the
minimum number of votes required. Let us remind
our readers that the Public Broadcaster’s board has
not responded to a list of grievances about Chan-
turia presented by the Inclusive Foundation, to-
gether with other organizations and the Swedish
embassy in Georgia.
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Pride

Arepresentative of the Inclusive Foundation at-
tended this year’s Amsterdam Gay Pride. The
Canal Pride portion of the festivities was the larg-
est in history, with around 100 boats taking part
and a record 560,000 spectators looking on. Pride
has become the second largest national event in
Netherlands this year, after the Queen’s Day. A
photo exhibition entitled “Homo Sapiens” was held
alongside the festivities; it included works by artist
Tamara McGregor, who was interviewed in the sev-
enth issue of “Me”. Further information about this,
as well as Inclusive’s visit to the Outgames, can be
found in the “Reportage” section of this issue.

Lithuania

he Lithuanian LGBT organization LGL has issued

a statement condemning proposed homopho-
bic legislative amendments under discussion in
parliament. Amendments to the Lithuanian crimi-
nal and administrative codes have been submitted
to the legal affairs committee of the Lithuanian
parliament (Seima) which, if passed, would make
promotion of homosexual relations a punishable
offence for both individuals and legal entities. The
changes further envisage administrative fines of
1-5000 litas for financing such activities. The Inclu-
sive Foundation has responded to the proposed
move and received a response from Lithuania’s
equal opportunities ombudsperson, who said that
her office and a number of equal rights organiza-
tions across Europe were protesting the amend-
ments. The European Parliament’s gay and lesbian
intergroup, together with ILGA Europe, sent a note
of protest to the committee’s chairman.

Equality in business

Another document published during the Co-
penhagen Outgames listed corporations that
supported equal rights for gay and lesbian em-
ployees. The list was headed by such companies as
BT Group, Cisco Systems, Dow Chemical, IBM, Intel,
KPMG, Kraft Foods, Merck, Novartis, Phillips, SAP,
TNT and UBS. These companies’ participation in
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global business is significant, as they employ 1.7m
people in over 200 countries across the world and
have combined annual total sales of more than
800bn dollars.
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High Court of New Delhi: Criminalization
of Consensual Sexual Acts between
Same-Sex Adults Violates Fundamental Human Rights
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“Where society can display inclusiveness and under-
standing, such persons can be assured of a life of dig-
nity and non-discrimination . . . discrimination is [the]
antithesis of equality and that it is the recognition of
equality which will foster the dignity of every individu-
al,” says the Court

On 2 July 2009 the High Court of New Dehli struck
down Article 377 of the Indian Penal Code, which had
criminalized consensual sexual acts between same-
sex adults in private. The Court stated that the crimi-
nalization of such acts violates fundamental rights
enshrined in the Constitution of India, namely the
right to life and personal liberty, equality before the
law and prohibition of discrimination. “Indian Consti-
tutional law does not permit the statutory criminal
law to be held captive by the popular misconceptions
of who the LGBTs are,” the Court said. “The inclusive-
ness that Indian society traditionally displayed, liter-
ally in every aspect of life, is manifested in recogniz-
ing a role in society for everyone. Those perceived by
the majority as ‘deviants’ or 'different’ are not on that
score excluded or ostracized.”

The court left intact provisions outlawing non-con-
sensual sex and sex involving a minor.

Sex between people of the same gender has been
illegal in India since the British colonial era. Article
377 of the Indian Penal Code classified it as “against
the order of nature” and made it a criminal offence
punishable by up to 10 years in prison.

Although actual prosecutions under this article
were rare of late, the law served as a structural ba-
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“THE INCLUSIVENESS THAT
INDIAN SOCIETY TRADITIONALLY
DISPLAYED, LITERALLY IN EVERY
ASPECT OF LIFE, IS MANIFESTED
IN RECOGNIZING A ROLE IN
SOCIETY.FOR EVERYONE. THOSE
PERCEIVED BY THE MAJORITY AS
‘DEVIANTS ' OR‘DIFEERENT" ARE
NOT ON THAT SCORE EXCLUDED
OR OSTRACIZED!

court ruling

sis for the widespread and systematic discrimination
and marginalization of LGBT people and the viola-
tion of their human rights by the state as well as non-
state actors (health care providers, families, etc.). The
article was often used to blackmail gays for money
or sexual favours; the criminal status it attached to
LGBT people further hindered redress for violations
of their rights.

In addition to the article running counter to the
fundamental rights of individuals, it was widely be-
lieved to have hindered HIV/AIDS prevention efforts
by driving homosexual activity underground and,
thus, rendering LGBT people increasingly vulnerable
to contracting HIV/AIDS. Women's rights groups also
argued that the article 377 had had an especially
negative effect on lesbians.

Human Rights groups, who have worked hard for
this success, enthusiastically welcomed the ruling.
The court ruling has already fostered a much-needed
discussion and debate on LGBT issues in India.“We've




u¥ 0 ebebi / RIGHTS

©oMRbY6 > Bogbamdbgb sbgo  asebyzg@omadsb.
Bmbral  gomddgdody  Fmdomdsad  bgmo dgumbym o8
mad® 935Dy obymboob aBygdoba. “Gmame(s
0gd6s 3g3980%90 21-g bomznbgdn” s(3bowgdl sbgamma
am3smosbo, Gmdgmoz bgddemgabgmmdl  bgbmdnga
®ob63Mngmmdal bsgombgddy 8mdydssg “Naz Founda-
tion (India) Trust”-b. gb mAgsbodszos oo nsbzdo
0ym, 3063 ©936080bsemnDs(300L Bmombmzgobgb.

“360@0bmmoa 3mmmbosmodab gl be3obmb3mgdemm
3503mbadma  bgmb  @Bymdms  5©s30sbal  dofomswa
9890950l Jgbegeaeb. o8 3eobyzg@rmgdel domg-
b5 0bomgmdn ©g8m3Mo@nnbs s 5880360l Ma3emg-
3930b  a0630m0Mgdal BoRg9698gmos” 583maL Human
Rights Watch-ob 338 gmgdgdolb 3Gmamadol -
M9d@mc0, Lzm@ mmbgo.

Bmgomo, 5©s30560b Mgmgdgdol 3gmb3gd@nzsda,
o8 ao006y39@nmgdol 360d36gmmds Lzgds ™madE

MRmgdgdolb  bggmmb.  gomsbyzg@omgds  Bom8ma-
396L 0365LBMEMEL sbagm, Gamm ab@gMd3Mmg@s3nal

o abob bbbl bbgs domanbommabgdaom Ranxgdol
809 bbb gdol Bmobmgbabss. gb  (33rnmgds
396009606,  3oLESLMB, Mgmogon® ©d gmbogyM
803m0369dmmmdaty  8ysMgdam  sbGnwab3Mndn-
Bozogmm 3mobmgbgdlba BM™ Fomm Smo@Bm@dsls
M3DogdL. 5mbndbamon bLogabmbdrpgdmm (33mnmgds
23Mgmgg o0atgdl dnMown (3bmgMgdol bgmdgmby-
denmdalb  3mbbGog oo,  gomebGofmgdgm mgmgds-
bas.

5Mbs3mgd  360d369mmmzgsbas ol aaMg8mgds, m3
35056439@0mgds Lobadsomm 3Mod@ngsdn gbmama
396mbB3gdmmdal 393mygbgdols maggo@ndszasbs ob-
©96L. LaboBsMmmm gyMebmds 88gM030L dggmogdy-
mo 3o@qdab, 3obowab, dMn@sbgmal, 3mbg-3mbaal,
gogobs s Bgdomal 306mbadl (dM0debgmals 0sbsdg-
amdAHMbol 53336350).

dombgosgem  gomabyzg@nmgdol moopgbo 860336~
9emdobos, 3ob go8mygbgdal goM339mma dgdbmmmagdos
2d3b. ®g® gMon, ob dgadmgds asboRngMgdam 0dbal
(> LogoFmome sbas 0693) 9babogh LoboBotomm-
do, 8gmMg, ob 3m3mbgdbmarn@o gRmngHomdgdal
365 505MgddL, 8Mddgr dbmmme 3ol ©g3Mndabsoem-
o300l obogbl. goMms s8abs, assbyzg@nmydal
396mbogHa doms Jvmmme bow @gmol mmddo o3l s
30> obsMRI6 J39ysbadn. BogMod, s9@030b@Ggd0 08-
9mM369096, M3 gosdomadol @dscmmgbo babsedstio-
mmb Ba8y3obn  BogmBamgmds  as3mgbols  8mabrgbl
39960l Lbgowabbgs 3@s@ab babadsmmemmagdol 8ngm
sbommangfn aoobyzg@omgdgdol 8nmgdsdyg. Ladst-
®omB(3mEbggdal  sBMom, o3 3My(30096@ 06  as-

finally entered the 21st century,” said Anjali Gopalan,
the executive director of the Naz Foundation (India)
Trust, the sexual health organization that had filed a
petition to strike down the law.

“This legal remnant of British colonialism has been
used to deprive people of their basic rights for too
long. This long-awaited decision testifies to the reach
of democracy and rights in India,” said Scott Long, di-
rector of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender
(LGBT) Rights Program at Human Rights Watch.

From a general human rights perspective, the im-
portance of this ruling is not confined to LBGT rights
only. It establishes a much enriched interpretation
of equality and opens the door to further promot-
ing the notion of equality and due process claims
not only by the LGBT community, but by other mar-
ginalized populations as well. As a result of this rul-
ing, claims against discrimination based on gender,
caste, religion and ethnicity stand on much firmer
ground. The ruling also recognizes a robust right to
privacy proceeding from the Constitution’s guaran-
tee of life and liberty.

Last but not least, the ruling further legitimizes the
use of case law from foreign jurisdictions — the court
cited cases from jurisdictions as varied as United
States, Canada, Britain, Hong Kong, Fiji and Nepal
(Commonwealth countries).

Despite its tremendous significance, the ruling
still has considerable limitations. It can (and in most
probability will) be challenged in the Supreme Court
and it doesn’t recognize homosexual relations - it
only decriminalizes it. Moreover, the ruling is valid
only in New Delhi, and doesn’t apply to the rest of
the country; activists expect however that the rul-
ing will influence courts across the country given the
capital territory’s leadership position. With this prec-
edent, other state courts will find it difficult to rule
differently, lawyers say. According to A.J. Hariharan,
the founder of a gay rights group in Chennai, former-
ly Madras, the ruling “is going to impact the whole
country. This will change the lives of millions of gays
and lesbians in India.”

Anjali Gopalan, director of the Naz Foundation
further said of the ruling: “It's a big step forward,
although there are many more steps ahead.” The le-
gal system overall still inadequately accommodates
LGBT rights. Indian laws do not recognize gender
reassignment and thus effectively deny a vast area
of rights to people who go through the surgery be-
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“THIS LEGAL REMNANT OF BRITISH
COLONIALISM HAS BEEN USED TO
DEPRIVE PEOPLE OF THEIR BASIC
RIGHTS FORTOO LONG. THIS LONG-
AWAITED DECISION TESTIFIES TO THE
REACH OF DEMOCRACY AND RIGHTS

IN' INDIA”.

Scott Long, director of the Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) Rights
Program at Human Rights Watch.

cause they cannot prove their identities as their birth
certificates and their present identities do not match.
In addition, although homosexuality is slowly gain-
ing acceptance in some parts of India, especially
in its big cities, a large number of LGBT people still
have to hide their sexual orientation even from their
friends and families due to the stigma and prejudice
attached to them.

The recent ruling - the long awaited outcome of a
successful campaign “Voices against Section 377" - is
significant, but only the first step in a longer battle.
A larger battle looms on the horizon: changing social
attitudes about LGBT people in a country that still
has deeply conservative mores.

Ana Natsvlishvili

Human Rights Centre
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Healthy Lifestyle

One of the main strategic aims of the Inclusive Foundation is to pro-
mote healthy lifestyles among LGBT people. Since 2007 Inclusive
has been collecting and disseminating information and worked to
increase accessibility to protection means for safer sex. In order to
gauge the effectiveness of the campaign and to elaborate a new
strategy that will take into account the specific characteristics of each
group, Inclusive conducted a survey in which 72 respondents’ took
part.

The aim of the study was to establish respondents’ information
awareness and the quality of their access to information about safer
sex; their main sources of information; use and accessibility of pro-
tection means; and access to medical treatment. The homophobic
environment and instances of discrimination significantly influence
group members’ self-esteem and self-perception. Though the aim of
the present study was not to establish correlations among coming
out, the homophobic atmosphere in Georgia and self-destructive/
risky behaviours, we did include a separate set of questions pertain-
ing to discrimination and the attitudes of other people. The results of
the study will be published soon and will be available to all interested
persons. For now, let’s look at a few key findings:

Information awareness

The majority of respondents displayed a generally adequate
knowledge about the ways in which HIV/AIDS and other sexu-
ally transmitted infections (STls) are spread, though there were
issues that will require targeted educational efforts for these
groups. The study sought to determine what they had heard
about whether there was a risk of transmitting HIV or other
STls through various types of LGBT sexual practices. It should
be pointed out that there was a difference between male and
female respondents in terms of the level of information aware-
ness about these risks. Interestingly, for the respondents of dif-
ferent sexual identity groups a given sexual practice is perceived
with varied degree of safety. People who do not belong to the
relevant group are less likely to be adequately informed about
the safety (and protection means required for) of a given sexual
practice. Still, it must be pointed out that this applies to practices
where there were more incorrect responses overall, i.e. less well
informed respondents have a tendency to think that a given
practice is safer when carried out within their group, as opposed
to in another group?
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Information access and primary
information channels

Three quarters of respondents said they have easy access to in-
formation. Only 5 per cent of men said it was difficult for them
to obtain information about safer sex protection means while 3
per cent said they had no access to information whatsoever. The
study’s hypothesis holds that the members of the LGBT commu-
nity taking part in the survey and the overall population at large
receive information about protection means from different sourc-
es (Inclusive is working on this with the LGBT community together
with the Centre for Information and Counselling - Tanadgoma).
Since it was not possible at this stage to study both groups and
establish statistical differences, we tried to use the projection
method and ask respondents where they thought people got
information about safer sex and protection means, while a sec-
ond question asked where they themselves get their information
about such issues.

Respondents said they thought the general population obtained
this information from friends, the internet and partners and
ranked newspaper articles last among possible sources. Mean-
while, respondents said they got information themselves mainly
from friends, thematic meetings and partners; again, newspaper
articles ranked last. LGBT groups generally prefer to receive in-
formation about safer sex protection means through personal
counselling (66.7 per cent of the total), though this source is more
popular among women (75 per cent) than men (60 per cent).
After personal counselling, women list the internet (50 per cent)
and special print publications (also 50 per cent) as their next most
desirable sources of information. The differences are significant,
indicating that women are less apt to speak openly about the
topic. This is further confirmed by the difference between men
and women when it comes to receiving information from special
organizations — 60 per cent of men but only 28 per cent of women
listed this as a desirable source. It should further be pointed out
that women are less likely to receive information about safer sex
from their friends or partners — 34 per cent, versus 50 per cent for
men. As previous studies have shown, women are less likely to ex-
change information about their sexual experiences than men are.

Use and accessibility of

protection means

Of protection devices used in safer sex (condoms, lubricants, den-
tal dams and finger condoms), respondents were best informed
about the need to use condoms - 90 per cent of women and 73
per cent of men said they had exhaustive information. As for the
use of dental dams and finger condoms, the majority of represen-
tatives of both groups did not have any information whatsoever
before 2008.4

The diagram below clearly shows that the level of information
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awareness is significantly increased among respondents about
dental dams, finger condoms and lubricants in 2008 compared
to 2007.

Lesbians are the least likely to use protection means. This could
be explained by the fact that lesbians had fewer casual sex part-
ners in 2008 than in 2007 and don't see any need to use protec-
tion with long-term partners. Furthermore, the aforementioned
stereotype about the relatively safe nature of lesbian sex is likely
to affect behaviours.

43.1 per cent of respondents said it was very easy to acquire pro-
tection means. They further noted that condoms were the easiest
to come by, while obtaining other devices is relatively compli-
cated. Lubricants, dental dams and finger condoms are often not
sold or there is no knowledge of where they are sold. On this basis,
we can state that Inclusive’s efforts to distribute these protection
means to the target group have been timely and expedient.

On the whole, the results of this part of the study show that safer
sex devices are used more frequently and are more accessible in
2008 than they were in 2007. This change is linked to the activi-
ties carried out by the Inclusive Foundation in 2007-08 within the
framework of its health programme (these included various edu-
cation programmes, informational meetings and distribution of
protection devices). On the basis of these results we can say that
the strategy chosen by the Inclusive Foundation has proven effec-
tive, though it requires greater sensitivity to the specific character-
istics of each segment of community.

To be continued in the next issue
Eka Aghdgomelashvili

1. Of Inclusive Foundation’s beneficiaries who agreed to take part in this study, 44 per cent
were women and 56 per cent were men (according to biological sex). The average age of
the respondents was 25 years and the number of respondents over 30 was small (11.3 per
cent were between the ages of 30 and 50). This distribution to some extent reflects societal
moods, as in general, LGBT people in Georgia over the age of 30 are less likely to agree to
take part in surveys and speak openly about their views. This was why the survey did not
manage to establish existing differences among age groups in terms of information aware-
ness, behaviours and environment. The majority of respondents have full (59,7%) or partial
(27,8%) higher education, a fact conditioned by the selection process of the respondents. It
should be pointed out, however, that the percentage of respondents with a higher education
corresponds roughly to the general figure for the whole population (according to 2002 data
from the Statistics Department).

The majority of respondents were ethnic Georgians. The absolute majority were unwed —
only two were currently involved in marriages. This fact, too, was likely conditioned by the age
distribution of the respondents. Theoretically, there should be more people married and with
families among the older people, but at this stage they could not be interviewed for the study.

2. A separate matter is the stereotype common among lesbian and bisexual women that
lesbian sex is safer than sex with members of other groups. The results of the study dem-
onstrated a clear difference between the (biological) sexes on the issue of using protection
mechanisms: women were far more likely than men to say they did not use protection be-
cause they do not see it as necessary.

3.The difference is likely due to the age distribution of the respondents. The 15-20 age
group accounted for only 18 per cent of women respondents while for men this figure stood
at32.5.

4.This could be explained by the fact that most safe sex promotion in the country is tar-
geted towards the fight against HIV/AIDS. Since lesbian sexual practices are not listed among
the risky behaviours in this aspect, protection devices have not been sufficiently promoted
among this group.
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From Provocation to Emancipation
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This year’s Amsterdam Gay Pride festival was the larg-
est ever. The annual celebration of diversity featured
around 100 boats and 560,000 spectators and lasted
four hours. These numbers, officially confirmed by the
Amsterdam Police, made Gay Pride the second biggest
event in the Netherlands this year, after the Queen’s
Day. This year was also exceptional in that it witnessed
an unprecedented level of activity among politicians in
the days leading up to Pride.

After lengthy hesitation, the Christian Democrats
decided to present their own boat to the Canal Pride
and in so doing underscored the need for dialogue
between Christian gays and the Church. The pres-
ence of Culture Minister Ronald Plasterk, meanwhile,
reinforced the state’s friendly policy towards the LGBT
community. Amsterdam Mayor Job Cohen used the
400th anniversary of the friendship between New York
and Amsterdam to point out that serious problems re-
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main in the USA in terms of marriage rights for homo-
sexuals. Cohen, who authorized the first ever same-sex
marriage in 2001, then married five US-Dutch gay and
lesbian couples on one of the boats in the Canal Pride.

Frank Van Dalen, the current head of the group Pro-
Gay and the former chief of COC Netherlands, was the
chief organizer of the event. He pointed out that the
“provocative” nature of Amsterdam’s Gay Pride is com-
ing to be replaced with a focus on emancipation. On
the first morning, Van Dalen was entrusted with the
gong traditionally used for opening the Amsterdam
Stock. The recognition by businesses of the rights of
their LGBT employees is nothing new, though the num-
ber of companies that subscribe to the idea that open-
ness and creating a discrimination-free environment
improve the productivity of their workforce is increas-
ing with each passing day.

Furthermore, IBM, CISCO, TNT, ING Bank, American
Express, Phillips and many other companies are con-
tinuing to sponsor Amsterdam Gay Pride in spite of the
ongoing world economic crisis. As per tradition, the
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weighty organizations Human Rights Watch and Am-
nesty International took part in Canal Pride. The diverse
array of boats involved this year exceeded all expecta-
tions. Throughout the day, gay and lesbian teenagers,
accompanied by even greater numbers of heterosexual
classmates showing solidarity, people over 50 years old,
as well as representatives of numerous queer subcul-
tures traversed the route that leads to emancipation.

It began with an unpleasant incident, however. Wall
graffiti reading “Homos are going to hell” was found
at the start of the route. This served to underscore the
fact that even Dutch society, which is so renowned for
its tolerance, still has a long way to go on the path to
true equality. But this incident could neither ruin the
mood nor keep the grandiose event from going ahead
successfully. Even more queer literature tours, religious
services, parties in clubs and the streets, sporting com-
petitions, film showings, exhibitions and concerts were
offered than last year.

As part of the festival, the Amsterdam Zoo once again
sought to debunk the myth of homosexuality being
“unnatural” by organizing a tour showing the diversity
in sexual orientation and gender identity in the animal
kingdom.

Of all the events, the most memorable for me was the
exhibition entitled Homo Sapiens, in the Art District
gallery, which | attended with my host Hein. The works
of Georgian artist Tamara McGregor occupied a central
place in the exhibit. We have already familiarized “Me”
readers with her works in the issue on HomoArt. The
exhibition was a success, bringing together many tal-
ented artists, musicians, critics and old acquaintances.

As Pride drew to a close, my friends and | were ap-
proached by local journalists, who asked us about the
reasons or aims of our visit to Amsterdam, where we
came from and what the situation was like in our coun-
try. They were looking for material for their publication’s
daily column on visitors to Amsterdam. We proudly told
them that we had come from Georgia precisely to at-
tend the Gay Pride festival. When they asked me if gay
pride events were held in Thilisi, all | could do was tell
them about the statement made a few days earlier by
Dimitri Lortkipanidze, MP and candidate for the post of
public defender, in which he called for the recriminal-
ization of homosexuality. This journalistic nugget was
so “rich” that we hardly had to say much else to satisfy
their curiosity.

Paata Sabelashvili
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This is the title of the official anthem of the Copen-
hagen Outgames, written by Annisette of the Danish
rock group Savage Rose in commemoration of the
largest international LGBT event ever. The World Out-
games, which every three years bring together LGBT
athletes and activists from across the globe, were held
in Copenhagen this year. Over 5,000 athletes com-
peted in 34 sports; Around 1,000 activists from over
90 countries attended; 120 workshops were held and
thousands of guests visited. These statistics give some
idea of the grandiose nature of the event. And beyond
the numbers, what awaited us there was a real cele-
bration of diversity.
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The Outgames were officially opened by Lord Mayor
of Copenhagen Ritt Bjerregaard, who then received
the floats of the parade of nations which included
Georgia. The Outgames had a broad range of sponsors
and supporters. In addition to figures well known to
the Danish public, a number of world famous people
turned up at the games. The list included both current
and former government ministers (among them the
current Danish prime minister) and the famous disc
jockey Anders Trentemoller.

After the official opening ceremony, the following
week was packed with numerous other events. Apart
from sporting competitions, there were also a num-
ber of cultural events. And during the week, “outcities”
across the world — Melbourne, Mexico City, Rio de Ja-
neiro, Aarhus, Antwerp and Tel-Aviv - hosted similar
independent cultural events throughout the week.

At the Copenhagen Gay and Lesbian Film Festival,
Cleve Jones, Harvey Milk’s comrade-in-arms, person-
ally introduced a showing of the 2008 movie “Milk”
(which features Jones as a character) and discussed
the origin of the film.

Some sign of the Outgames brand could easily be
spotted in practically every nook and cranny in Co-
penhagen. There were thousands of Danish LGBT vol-
unteers stationed at the airport, the train station, the
city’s central neighbourhoods and other sites of inter-
est who were eager to provide helpful information
about the games. It should be pointed out, however,
that the games’ 250-page programme was so detailed
and so clear that it was hardly necessary to trouble the
volunteers.

Most important was the Human Rights Conference
held in parallel with the games at the new building
of Danish Radio and at the Information Technologies
University. Speakers included Copenhagen’s mayor
and numerous famous activists, former NBA basket-
ball player John Amaechi, feminist Virginia Apuzzo
and Council of Europe Human Rights Commissioner
Thomas Hammarberg.

A special award was given to 95-year-old Axel Axgil,
who in 1948 co-founded Denmark’s first gay and les-
bian rights organization and in 1989 entered into the
first ever state-recognized, registered same sex part-
nership.

The conference also dealt with LGBT rights in the
South Caucasus. Georgia and Armenia both present-
ed reports alongside representatives of ILGA Europe
and COC Netherlands. The report on Georgia was pre-
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sented at Pride Square and facilitated by Pangea, a
Denmark-based group which provides assistance to
LGBT people from foreign countries and even has in-
formation about its activities available in the Georgian
language. Together with other, local organizations,
ILGA Europe also operated a stall in Pride Square to
disseminate information about the organization.

The most exciting moment for us came at the end
of the conference, when a presentation was held for
the “Copenhagen Catalogue of Good Practices”. The
catalogue outlined successful practices implemented
by LGBT organizations throughout the world grouped
into ten categories. “Me” magazine was featured in
the “Culture and Media” section as an only LGBT press
entry. During the conference we asked various promi-
nent figures to comment briefly on topical issues —
they can be found commentary section in this issue.

Paata Sabelashvili
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RAINBOW OF OPINIONS
During Copenhagen Autgames we asked single question to politicians, public officials,
European institutions’ representatives, lawyers and athlets. In this section we offer some of their answers.

Ben Backs, Dutch government employee
ME: Is it important to work on LGBT issues being a state employee?

Backs: It is all about equality. If there is no equality for LGBT it means there is much work to do.
So, yesitis.

Ulrike Lunacek, member of the European Parliament

Me: Why is it important for an LGBT person to be in politics and to become an elected official?

Lunacek: One thing is to do is what politicians are here to do - to change the laws to be non-discriminatory and push
forward for equality. And the other is to be visible as openly lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender in order to change
people’s mindsets and their hearts.

Julia Applegate, co-president of Gay and Lesbian

International Sports Association (GLISA)

Me: For an LGBT athlete why is it important to express one’s self through sports?

Applegate: If LGBT athletes have the opportunity to express themselves, especially in a safe gay sporting environ-
ment, it can be very empowering because usually for LGBT, sports is a place that is scary and unsafe due to ho-
mophobia. If athletes manage to find a safe environment, it is empowering for them.

Belinda Pyke, director for Equality between Men and Women,

Action against discrimination, and Civil Society Directorate

General in the European Commission.

Me: If you could change or stop something from happening today, what would it be?

Pyke: It would be stereotypes, because most of us think or behave through them, when we think we know everything we
need to know about a person because of some particular label about their sexuality, gender, colour or physical ability. | wish
we could meet every person with an open mind and actually get to know the person rather than looking at labels.

Thomas Hammarberg: Council of Europe commissioner for human rights
Me: Do you think that what human rights defenders from civil society are doing is important for achieving change?
Hammarberg: Yes | think they are very important, because | do not think there will be change without pressure from
civil society. And | think that the LGBT movement is absolutely crucial and has already achieved changes in Europe,
but much more needs to be done.

Recorded by Paata SabelaSvili
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For Georgia, espousing Western values and declaring
aspirations to join the common European space have
meant, among other changes, liberation from a particu-
lar Soviet anomaly - the elevation of homophobia to the
realm of political ideology. The decriminalization of ho-
mosexuality in Georgia in 2000 was not an indicator of
the progressive nature of the government, nor was it a
process initiated “from the bottom up” or the logical re-
sult of “bottom-up” pressure.

The move was politically motivated, as it was among
the requirements that needed to be met to join the Coun-
cil of Europe; no public debates were held on the issue
before the decision was taken. Accordingly, unlike in
Western countries - where, after depathologization and
decriminalization, LGBT people began fighting for the
recognition of their civil rights in the form of antidiscrimi-
nation legislation - in Georgia, there has been discussion
on recriminalizing homosexuality.

Amid a growing wave of nationalism and xenopho-
bia in the country, homosexuals - like representatives
of ethnic and religious minorities who “posed a threat”
to Georgia’s wholeness - were demonized and theories
about a “gay conspiracy” became an integral feature of
political rhetoric.

The central narrative of political homophobia was
criticism about an attempt to establish homosexual-
ity as a “Western fashion”. Even a superficial analysis of
homophobic statements made in public by politicians
makes it clear that the main promoters of homophobic
moods and moral panic were the forces who generally
place emphasis on traditionalism and national-reli-
gious exceptionality and openly oppose democratic
values.

In Western countries, since the 1950s supporters of
the gay and lesbian liberation movement have gener-
ally belonged to centrist or left-wing political groups,
such as liberals, free democrats, social-democrats, la-
bourites, socialists and communists, as well as other
minority groups and trade unions which cooperated
closely with the aforementioned political forces. On
the other hand, religious, conservative, traditional-
ist, nationalist and pro-fascist groups have generally
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opposed granting LGBT people equal rights. Earlier,
being openly gay automatically meant supporting
politicians on the liberal side of the spectrum, e.g. the
Democrats in the USA, the Labourites in Britain and the
Socialists in France.

Clearly, the relatively favourable civil rights situation
of gays in Western countries is to a significant extent
conditioned by the fact that members of the group
take active part in public life. They seek to make dis-
criminatory practices and problems concerning the
group visible to the public and to the political spec-
trum.

At the same time, the reforms that have been brought
thanks to the elaboration of antidiscrimination laws
and relevant implementation mechanisms were also
to a large extent the result of the political will of these
countries’ leaders and their understanding of the im-
portance of such reforms.

In our country, where most political parties are dis-
tinguished from each other only by their names, not
by any ideology or fidelity to some kind of values, not
even the local “liberals” have shown any special con-
cern about LGBT rights. In the best case scenario, they
refuse to state their position at all. Furthermore, in our
country, the majority of LGBT people (like the major-
ity of the public as a whole) are unfortunately not en-
gaged in civic activism. This makes it quite difficult to
convince the public to view the discriminatory prac-
tices and the prevailing homophobia as societal prob-
lems and to find supporters among our at-first-glance
diverse but in fact homogenous political spectrum.

Some politicians completely reject the idea of dis-
cussing issues concerning religious, ethnic, cultural
and sexual minorities in the same context. Some be-
lieve that “it’s a matter of personal taste” (Parliament
Speaker Davit Bakradze), while others see homosexu-
ality as one of the most significant problems facing
our society, alongside “unemployment, drug use and
the traditions of the criminal underworld” 2 (Elene Te-
vdoradze, former chairwoman of the parliamentary
human rights and civic integration committee). Still
others consider it a sin that contravenes religious law
and therefore must be officially recriminalized (Dimitri
Lortkipanidze, current deputy chairman of the parlia-
mentary human rights and civic integration commit-
tee).?

This latter statement, a frank admission made by Lort-
kipanidze at a civil society meeting on 30 July, was met
with loud laughter by NGO representatives and jour-
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nalists present. Members of parliament gave divergent
reactions. The ombudsman nominee, who dreams of
creating a “Georgian Strasbourg”, found himself at the
centre of attention of the media and the public for sev-
eral days thanks to his homophobic statement.

The fact that part of society - which in general neither
supports LGBT activism nor is especially homophile -
reacted in a sharply negative manner to the homo-
phobic remark by the ombudsman nominee leads us
to conclude that such statements tend to marginalize
politicians instead of increasing their popularity.

The extent to which the electorate’s reaction will
manifest itself in the diversification of our political
spectrum will be made apparent by pre-election pro-
cesses in the future. For us, meanwhile, there is a lot of
work ahead.

Eka Aghdgomelashvili
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I September 2009 Georgia will have a new ombud-
n sperson. The selection process took place in late
July, with two candidates nominated for parliament’s
approval. The winning candidate, Giorgi Tughushi, was
named by the ruling party while the parliamentary mi-
nority nominated Dimitri Lortkipanidze, an MP who
holds the post of deputy chairman of the parliamentary
human rights and civic integration committee. As soon
as these nominations were put forward, two prominent
NGOs, the Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association and the
Open Society Georgia Foundation, organized a meeting
for the two candidates with civil society representatives.

At the meeting, Tughushi and Lortkipanidze were asked
about expelling a contestant from Rustavi-2 TV's “Bar -
4" reality show in 2007 after he came out as gay. This
question received two radically different answers. Giorgi
Tughushi stated plainly that discrimination against a
citizen on the basis of sexual orientation was unaccept-
able. Mr Lortkipanidze’s answer, however, caused an up-
roar in the room. He declared that homosexual activity
should be punishable by law since, according to the laws
of the Church, itis a terrible sin that is punished severely.

Later, addressing parliament, Lortkipanidze sought to
soften this stance, saying that he in fact was referring to
the kind of same-sex unions which can pose a danger
to society. He said nothing about analogous “dangers”
posed by heterosexual behaviour though.

The response to Lortkipanidze's statement has not
been adequately clear.

Me magazine asked both Tughushi and the current
ombudsman, Sozar Subari, to comment.

SUBARI: When in our age a person charged with de-
fending human rights, a member of parliament, the
deputy chair of the human rights committee and a
candidate for ombudsman speaks about criminalizing
homosexuality, it is an anomaly and a great disgrace.
This means that that person has no idea about the
Georgian constitution and the constitutional principle
of equality for all. In fact, any talk about criminalizing
homosexuality and making it a prosecutable offence
is an anomaly.

The focus should be on something else entirely:
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absolute equality and the notion that no form of dis-
crimination, even minor manifestations thereof, can
be permitted. Precisely this is the problem facing our
society and this is what our human rights defenders
should be working on. | do not know Dimitri Lortkip-
anidze well, so | don't know if his statement was made
for the sake of political expedience or for some other
reason, still | do think that he spoke sincerely about
what was on his mind.

In general, the parliamentary human rights com-
mittee itself is an anomaly and a disgrace, including
its chair and deputy chair. None of them [committee
members] protested at Lortkipanidze’s statement.

| am convinced that the issue of criminalizing ho-
mosexuality in Georgia will never again be put on the
agenda.

TUGHUSHI: In this case what’s important are inter-
national standards and the position of the European
Court of Human Rights on this matter. Several years
ago the European Court clearly reiterated its position
when it demanded that Ireland decriminalize homo-
sexuality. We should remember that Georgia is a mem-
ber of the Council of Europe, so the jurisdiction of this
court extends to Georgia. Apart from the Council of
Europe, there are other organizations and standards
under which it would be unimaginable to criminalize
homosexuality.

ME: Just how acceptable is it to hear such ideas from
a person who is seeking the post of human rights de-
fender and who is the deputy chair of the parliamen-
tary human rights and civic integration committee?
We are not speaking about a specific person here. In
general, the ombudsman protects the rights of all citi-
zens irrespective of how popular doing so makes the
work of the Office of the Ombudsman and irrespective
of public opinion in the country on such matters. We
want to know your position as to how the ombuds-
man should approach cases in which a citizen’s rights
are being violated on the basis of their sexual orienta-
tion?

TUGHUSHI: An interesting question indeed. The
ombudsman, or candidate for the post of ombuds-
man, should know that he will have to work to protect
the rights of all people whose rights have been vio-
lated. For example, in many countries they don't like
speaking about the rights of prisoners and the condi-
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tions they live in, but this should not impede the om-
budsman from protecting prisoners’ rights, or cause
him to ignore the rights of minorities.

That is unacceptable. The institution of ombudsman
was created precisely in order to oversee how well the
state is upholding the law, so when the law is violated,
it doesn’t matter at whose expense it is being violated.
The ombudsman must protect the rights of those peo-
ple at whose expense the law is being violated. The
ombudsman should not be classifying citizens or the
groups they belong to based on some criteria.

By Nino Bekishvili and Paata Sabelashvili
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Sigmund Freud died on 23 September 1939. By that
time he was probably the world’s most prominent intel-
lectual, a man who spent the last months of his life in
forced exile in London and then was euthanized by his
doctor. A year prior to his death, Hitler’s Germany had
annexed Freud’s native Austria.

As a Jew and as the founder of the psychoanalytical
school of psychology (which had been banned by the
Nazis), Freud was a top target for destruction by the re-
gime and it was only the actions of Marie Bonapatrte, his
student and former patient, that he escaped the concen-
tration camp. Freud died a few days before the start of
World War I1.

Seven years earlier, in 1932, Albert Einstein sent an
open letter to Freud, asking him if he could make the hu-
man psyche controllable in such a way that would make
“the psychoses of hatred and violence” unable to influ-
ence people. Freud’s answer was in one sense “pessimis-
tic”: psychoanalysis is not able to enter such corrections
into the human psyche. On the other hand, though, he
said that all of us have the ability to be pacifist and op-
pose the ideologies of war and hatred, instead fighting
for peace and equal rights.

Vie




Tema / THEME

1339 900as(0080  8ymy  gMmol
5939330605 gfon  dFMo@ebamo  ga-
bomon,  GmIgembsis  Fabasb,  Bmamis
“5680bg8n@nD3nl 8bbggM3mnbogsb”,
0b@gfgolb  ogds  bomes.  RMmMods
069z by Moo asbosboms s mo-
30b0 goabyzg@nmagds 0doo sbbbs, Hm3
doborgols dg3Mo@ YBM™ dwzamns 08 Go-
30l badsFmeamdol  BobssmBmgy bl
sdoemgds, Mmdgmog 3ol dofos o6
Jgbgda.
3> “dogmo  8obo
300boa Mg,  dobo
3535808MgL, 396530 L@ dabnsb

boenm,  30bsnsb  Ba(30b@gd-
(3bm3Mgdal  bogdg”

mxobolb  Bg3Mgdo

398madggal o 8ol 82 Bemals obsgda so-
dmgl 9dna@eb@o godbamoym, — ymgg-
m0gg 330b 39893 0go 938 mydaby mdogd-
GO 396 0maddMs3gos.

361503, BOHMoEo LEmMgw 08 dmsbmmg-
Bgons Mo(sbglb Boggnmgbyds, HmBgmos BasdMgzn dormnsbae
LOFPM addm(3nemgdel gimdbgds. YBO™ dg@oz, BPmo-
©obogg gdom, domgemo dobo Lgmogfo deemabbdggs, Mods(s
030 gbogmebamnbals 394865300 80nygebs, 3530l 3adstior &3~
3035mgb@ Mo amdbmdgdal sblbom agm dm@ngomgdmmo. Lo-
3003n bmmog@o @abmbablgdobs s @3ngomgdal dgbbag-
mo 3o gMmoobamgob bbgs 5@s8006g30L dramdstigmdsdo
Jgbgemnl, Bsmn Gobyxgalb goggdabs s asb30l MbaMsws(s
6 9300 BLoJMebamodL. mdge BFMNEo Ly gPMst Mgl
dbmeame ggn8o 3noRbgges, HmMBgmbas s@edasbgdabamgals
byemgFo ¢3og0emgdol 3g93Lbundadgds bnMes.

53 80%bom ng0 0dMm0bogma dgwn(30babsmzgal bkmmo-
> ghzggmm abob @dsra> @ gbogogel yaamedy dy@or
mborsg aobbmBnemgdsdn — ofa(36mdogda dgbgms s 3abo
oBamoda b(3os. 3Mo(36mdagin BLodogal Jgbbagmes Gggm-
0G0 dmgmgbs agm ste dbmenme gbogmemaonbs s
8900(3060L abBMMNs3n, 53370, dabn Jgdzgmdom s@s8nbals
638935 M0 MMSE gn(335eo.

BOM0ob 58mBgbs 3o ol aym, Gm3 sMs(36mdagHn, G-
3gmoiz GLodogamo  bomBamgdol  a063Lbsbmgmgmns, gsob-
093600 s Robdmdormn bgMgamgdolbash dgoagds. ssdns-
Bab Lyemdn 56bgdm3L dmngio m@megs Loadmgbgdabsggb,
Baa a8 Mgammds 89@gbbomae o6 admggs dabo Mgamobg-
3ol Ladnemgdsl s 3ofMgebogem Lyy@gael Labgl 3gemab,
abg, Bm3 Ladmemem Jggan 30Mzgmawn 30bBabogsb bdnMaw
LEmosE  asbbbgaggdamos. Robdmdama o6 Labgsgmomo
by@gomgdo 3o 503056l bggMmDgdabs ©s Lbgs BLadognmo
3mdmommdgdol Labom MdENBEIds s ©adsbaMgggem do-
mgdo@ adMEsngdbgds, MmMAmadbaz ob Mmamms Lagyosmo

After arriving in the UK, Freud was contacted by a
British magazine that wanted to interview him in the
capacity of a “victim of anti-Semitism". Freud refused,
explaining his decision by saying that it was much eas-
ier for him to speak out against the kinds of injustice
that did not affect him personally. Since the Nazis had
destroyed “all his life’s work”, imprisoned members of
his family, evicted him from his Vienna apartment and
forced him into exile at age 82, he reasoned he was
unable to speak about the topic objectively.

Yet Freud belongs precisely to the ranks of those
thinkers whose ideas are completely based on their
own experiences. Furthermore, as Freud himself said,
all of his spiritual efforts that led to his creation of psy-
choanalysis had been motivated by a desire to explain
the feelings of ambivalence he had towards his own
father. And psychoanalysis was to turn Freud'’s study
of his own dissonances and pain into an ability to en-
ter the condition of other people and understand and
feel their torments. Freud considered himself to be
only a doctor who wanted to ease people’s spiritual
pain.

To this end he set out on a path that was highly un-
usual in the medical culture of that time — he attempt-
ed to enter and study the most invisible dimension of
the psyche, the unconscious. The study of the uncon-
scious psyche was not only a revolutionary event in the
history of psychology and medicine - it also radically
changed the very notion of what it is to be human.
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What Freud discovered was that the unconscious,
which determines the occurrence of the psyche,
consists of suppressed desires. A person’s soul has a
strong drive towards experiencing pleasure, but re-
ality often does not allow him/her to realize this de-
sire, which then morphs in such a way that the final
result is often absolutely different from the original
goal. Namely, suppressed or altered desires resurface
as neuroses or other forms of psychic problems, be-
coming destructive forces which the person directs
against both himself/herself and the outside world.
Yet if a person manages to convert these desires into
creative energy, that is, sublimate them, they play a
role in the forces driving poetic fantasy.

The suppressed and deformed desires or lust that
Freud speaks of are of a sexual nature and when he
speaks of pleasure, he means sexual pleasure first and
foremost. Sexuality is central to Freud'’s school of psy-
chology, as it is the mechanism driving the entire psy-
chic apparatus.

At the threshold of the 19th and 20th centuries, this
idea was deemed scandalous in Europe. It was largely
the reason that the public was sharply split on Freud's
theories already during his lifetime. For one part of
society he was the author of a revolution in think-
ing and a symbol of freedom whose discoveries also
amounted to a revolution in the history of thinking,
just as Copernicus’ discovery that the Earth revolves
around the Sun. For others, Freud was associated with
perversion and debauchery, a man who declared that
the human soul, which for centuries had been consid-
ered immortal, was in fact guided by animal instincts
and dark, amoral behaviours.

It was based on such assertions that Freud'’s school
of psychoanalysis was simultaneously banned in 1935
by the world’s two most totalitarian states, Nazi Ger-
many and the Soviet Union. In the democratic coun-
tries of the West, psychoanalysis, alongside Marxism,
was seen as the most influential and successful system
of thinking and medical discourse of the 20th century.

It was at about that time that several categories of
critics emerged from the ranks of Freud’s students and
followers. This fact would gradually lead to the forma-
tion of a whole range of subschools of psychoanalysis
which set to revising Freud’s assertions from various
positions. These critics fell into two broad groups,
conditionally referred to as “rightists” and “leftists".

According to the rightists, Freud attributed too
much significance to sexuality and the life energy, as
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he fully equated these with the libido. The leftist crit-
ics, meanwhile, accused Freud of conformism, assert-
ing that he just wasn't radical enough. They especially
sharply criticized his postulate about “the primacy not
of genitals, but of the phallus”. This meant that the li-
bido is of a masculine (phallic) nature, a fact that rules
out the sovereignty of female sexuality.

The Freudian conception of the difference between
the sexes was met with an even sharper reaction, as it
was based on the notion of the “castration complex”.
Freud thought that when a child realizes that wom-
en do not have penises, they conclude that women
have been castrated. This “discovery” causes boys to
fear losing their penises and girls to feel that they are
lacking a penis — “penis envy”. Many critics believe this
phallocentric (i.e. based on the notion of primacy of
the male gender) idea does not provide an adequate
universal picture but instead is reflective of the world
in which Freud lived - a patriarchal society where
women were subordinated to men. It should also be
pointed out here that in the 1920s-30s Freud also in-
spired criticism from the burgeoning feminist move-
ment, which objected to these notions.

One of the main causes of readers of Freud'’s works
misinterpreting his ideas was the terminology that
he used - taken from the positivist medical discourse
of the 19th century. This medical language is built on
sharp distinctions such as “correct” versus “incorrect”
and “norm” versus “defect”. In terms of content, Freud
distances himself from this model of thinking, but at
the same time he uses the same notions and terms.
This disparity is especially clearly seen in the Freudian
view of homosexuality: he did not call homosexuality
a perversion but still used the term “inversion” (“de-
fect”) when referring to it. This usage has led some
critics to call Freud a homophobe.

In order to better understand the situation, we must
recall the historical context wherein homosexuality
had become the object of medical jockeying.

The term homosexuality was introduced in the 19th
century to denote same-sex sexual relations. The first
attempts to scientifically explain homosexuality nat-
urally opposed the religious and moral notions that
declared it a sin or a crime. This new thinking was to
transform homosexuality from a crime into a sickness
and, accordingly, find a cure. At the end of the 19th
century, Richard von Krafft-Ebing, one of the founders
of sexology, regarded homosexuality to be an anoma-
ly on par with colour-blindness.



56mBamns 80nRbns. 58 8mbabEMgdals Bamg am3ntinbdntios
a9M3sbgemo 89360960 Bagbal 3nMdggmen, GmBmal sbn-
05(3, dbgmo dneMgzaemgds yzgms 530060l msbosymema-
0 030bgdes > ymzggm 0bongomdn gsbbbgeggdmmon Laboo
3em0bgds. dobo mgmmonsb gedmdnbatyg, d3mdmbgdlbmamm-
ds, Bmams 39980, Lggbmamamn gMbsanl SnMzgmawn,
3308 gMb(30Mgdamn  bBswnl sMLgdMBsdy dommnmygdl,
m8gmbaz 30M3ggemen “Bqbady bgbl” MBmEgdL. BMman
BoBnemmdMng 0bnaMgdl J0M3ggeal mbabgdgdh s La-
oo obbbalb  dmmgmalb  398xdaggdsl  (30emmdl. 1903
Bgemb 0go o3bagdl, M8 3mmbygdbmermdsl  sfoggmn
LogFOM  5350034MBMELMIL ot 5g3L. Fombgosga 0dabs,
08 Gbogmaboemnbdn 3mdmbygdbmermdal Bamdmdmdabs s
&9bgdol Lognobgddy gfion  goad@no dabgbo o oMbg-
3dmdb, gMmao 5330560 bgdbmamnEo Bymdab 3nMggmaw
babgbgemE bobosob snsMgdl, b oMbgdmdl m@memgs
Gegmd(y aobbbgeggdmmo, sbggg Loggmetn bgbob dndstron.
1905 Bgmb a03mg3gybgdme  “bgdbmemmdol mgmEoal bed
6oM339390"  gLagmebamabalb  gdgdogdgmn  Bgfs, Mma
aobaf339300 o Jomeamm ab, oy Fo@m3d Rbogds sws-
3036l bggbmamnn  BoMggomagds bagmosto bdgbobawdon,
atdg 9939 3MMdmadoGMns > Magabmogs (sbao o
360l Jomnbs s 3585 35(30L Lggbgar o YMomagMormGmemgs
0By 3989embgdbmammds. odgg 0gn adsbag 9ebndbagl, Mimd
BLogmabamnbabamgal omemgdgemns  3mdmbgdbmemms ofhs-
09 53503YMRBd©, dM3dgE Mondy (393 gobLsgnmmgdmm
RAIBOQ 39MYMe3d. RBOMNEMB ©d Jmsobngne BLbogmseba-
0bdn 3m3mbgdbmamao BoMgzomgdgdal Bomdmdmdsl ab-
03000b  g5630m0730b sMgmm sbogdo  dgd6arn dofmm-
390 @BymdL bgemb, BmBgmoms ,a0Msddbs” o6 a0 3909ds”
d9900am8d0  Fgdemgdgemns. 1910 Bgemb  a0dmdzgybgdmen
mambafiom s gnbRnbaedn Badmagbaem 6536imM3dn BMmown
bo3BamE 8myMdamadmmom 53bagdl csgal dmbabmgdgdl
3m3mbgdbgarmdal Bomdmdmdal gbabgd, GmBgmng, 8abo
sbE0m, smgmm sbs3dn Bogdzalb ©gwnbadn dmogmn gdm-
G0 gogbaznab dgmgan bos aymb. 880l dsMemgmrnac
30 3o60gMdmaL  dfdmeal  3m3mbggbmsemmdals  g3Mnda-
Bammabazonby s @g3smmmmandaznobacmgab. 1930 Bgmls
gm0 bbgs 0658medggdmsb gfmsw 3g@nznsb mabeg-
Bob 53b@0b Baznmbam® Laddmb s dmombmal 3m8mbgd-
bigommdal 88 36damzggmon 306mbal gomddgdal. dnbo dbMnwsb
28a3560 Labmaamgdtingn sgd@nmds bbmmgo ab dgdmbgggzes,
mEgbsz 3Mmdmgds, MmBmmabogabsz ob ndMdzab, dob 3ams-
5@ M gbgds, doaed 3nbo, BmamEis BLagmebama@ngmbobs
5 306mg6gdal 3Mbsdbo LBmmgm abss, Gm3 Lbgal, csgabgsb
356bbgog9dmmnl G3030mgdal goagdobs s gobznl @bama
5g3L.

1933 Bgemb Lodgmms 3o3d0Mdn, gfmn Bemolb 398093 3o
Bo3nbE ™ 3gfdsbnsdn d3mBmbgdbmamms dsbogmo Mgdeg-

Tema /| THEME

This idea was soon challenged by German scientist
Magnus Hirschfeld, who maintained that sexual ori-
entation is an inborn characteristic which is mani-
fested in various ways in various people. According
to Hirschfeld’s theory, the existence of homosexual-
ity indicated that there is primary, non-differentiated
phase of sexual function which he called “the third
sex”. Freud partially agreed with this idea and tried
to elaborate his own model for explaining the phe-
nomenon. In 1903 Freud said that homosexuality had
nothing to do with sickness. While psychoanalysis
has not produced a single, clear answer about issues
pertaining to the origin and nature of homosexuality,
Freud did acknowledge the inherently bifurcated na-
ture of human sexuality - i.e. that some people lust
for people of the opposite sex, as well as the same
sex. In “Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality”, pub-
lished in 1905, Freud wrote that not only had it not
been determined why people are attracted to mem-
bers of the same sex, but also it was not inherently
clear what causes men and women to be attracted to
each other, i.e. what causes heterosexuality. He also
pointed out that, for the purposes of psychoanalysis,
it is unacceptable not only to classify homosexuals as
ill, but even to classify them as a separate, exceptional
group. According to Freud and classical psychoanaly-
sis, homosexual tendencies arise in part because of
the conditions in which a person develops at an early
age and these tendencies’ “transformation” or “undo-
ing”is impossible.

Ina 1910 work dedicated to Leonardo da Vinci, Freud
rather modestly presented his ideas about homosexu-
ality, saying it is likely the result of children becom-
ing strongly fixated on their mothers emotionally at
an early age. In parallel, he continued to push for the
decriminalization and depatholigization of homosex-
uality.

In 1930, Freud and several other like-minded peo-
ple sent a petition to the Austrian National Council
demanding that the law banning homosexuality be
overturned. His public activism on this issue is an ex-
ample of Freud fighting against a problem that did
not affect him personally. His credo, as a person and
as a psychoanalyst, was precisely that he had the abil-
ity to understand and feel the pain of people other
than himself.

In the Soviet Union in 1933, and in Nazi Germany a
year later, mass repressions were unleashed against
homosexuals. While these ideologies of non-freedom




Tema / THEME

32

Logdo aabym. sfsmagabgRmgdabs ©s damamdal nwg-
mmgngdol 3o@mbmdal 3gMnmedo 339 8dndge 93503yma30
BOmoo s3Mdgmgdl Bbogmsbamo@ngn® Loddnsbmdabs s
03909L Lodystmbdg m(36g3ab...

3obo  gobdsn@gdamo Bgfama s6mbBadn  sMgbsGnbado,
Gm3gmdog 396 3mBmbggLgernmdal dgbobgd  cmsgobo  dm-
LaDAYEG Bgogads, 1935 Byl sbgon Fmgmgbgdol gmbdy
a0Bgs.

30m0 dsaby@ady

3965 IX, 39633LLg 19, 1935 Bemab s36nemn

d306¢35bm Jomds@mbm 6.6.,

B96nemnsb ©535b 33960, Gm3 ;g3960 3590 3mImbggLsemns. 3
9dA69bgdmemo 3561 03 B3 §no, Gimd ;gd3qbL 359ndznemDg bamden-
Lsb 56 3mabbgbagdo 33 GgMdnbl. 6335 Bndmdgm, 3 3nmbmm, GaGmd
359M30b3to 533b? 3mMIMbgdLgsemmds, B mgds «bs, 3Gngnemgans
36755, 333633 ab 563 baboM(zbgarmm 3mgmgbass, 363 35630gMgds >
3633 3039 053393069390, Bnbn 5M(3 335003ymMeBMBa 336baemzals
B35 3357430. Bggb 3L bggLmsemyn g3bg(300b Bonmbsbgmdsw dng-
aRBggan, Bm3geman(z bgdbusemyFa 33630m3693ab (36mdaemn IggzgMby-
B0cndd 333mbB3gemn. dggemn ory sbamn g3mggdab 3Msgsema 3s@ngbazg-
30 3036735 3m3mbgdLgsema ngm. 3sor ImEab dmgema Mogo nwgbo
3005305693005 (3ema@mba, Bnggmsbgggemm, mgmbafom s 30660 >
3.3.). 3m3mbggLgarmmdab, Gmamd(3 ©653mab 536Gdsmas S6s or
bsoMarmmdas, 3339w LobabEngg(3es. ory ofzgb Rgdn o6 axgfom,
Bangombgo 3539emm3 gemabol Bogbo. Gmegba(s 3g30mbgdaa, Igdndemns
o1 365 J39(ms, Jambas, Bimd Ibgz9emmd3n 3dg30, I9dndmns o1 36
3m3mbggLysemmdab scdmegbz@s s 3nbo Rzguemgdngn 398 g6mmbyg-
Jbysemmdoo 3g(33ems. 3n3sbybgde, Gmd sLgmn 3nfMmdal dm(393s 36
ga30dmmns. dmgngfmar 3g3mbz9353n 3obgMbgda 39@gHmbgdLysemay@
m@mMEenz503 3brnbEgdmemn Rsbabsbgdab 33630m36gdsb, Hmdgmacs
4395 3m3mbggLgagmb 5g3b. 3g@ab 3gdmbggzado 3o gb 9339 3gademg-
Bgmnd. gbss 35(3096@0b 3b330bs 3 M3abgdscs bsgnmba. 3 3mMbogm-
3ab B9 bgemBognb Babsbbsm 336gd36g8s Bgmdmgdgmns.

33em3g Logdgs, ory M bsbnggmm 3ggagdab 3mEs6s 3gmdmas
#LgMBmaBL 3960 Fznemabaczgab. o1y ab es3b 3o
36dbmdb, 6gzmmE e damdstgmdadns, dm(zmemnd 3mbyemng@gdoa,
g0l gRHnngHmnmds bbgs 305303693056, gbogmsbamablb dnbogal
356dmbanb, bigemagio boddzaeab, bErmmo gagd@mHmdab da(3gds
399dmns. 030bad6 ©33mM< 30098, 3MAISS ngn 3m3mbgdLumsmso
o Igo(33egde-

o1 19396 3536y338 901, Hm3 356 Rgdcns6 BLagdmsbsemaba Rsngs-
mb, 0333 30, 36 Fzmbnd, Bimd sby Imbogds, 3sb 3y, 396530 RsImb-
3 3eryBg3b. 39 3990056 Bobzemsb 56 3530Mgd. ymzgem 39dabzgzsdn,
3sbgbab BmBg@Hsbg @b b4 3g@y3z00n.

L3900 biyMgnemgdoo, 3mbRgymae mgzgbo

Bfimngo

and violence dominated Europe, the now ailing Freud
continued his psychoanalytical work and dreamt of a
better world...

It was against this backdrop, in 1935, that Freud
summed up his thoughts about homosexuality in a
letter to an anonymous American mother.

By Giorgi Maisuradze

Vienna IX, Berggasse 19

April 9, 1935

Dear Mrs... N.N.

| gather from your letter that your son is a homosexual.
I am most impressed by the fact that you do not men-
tion this term yourself in your information about him.
May | question you why you avoid it? Homosexuality is
assuredly no advantage, but it is nothing to be ashamed
of, no vice, no degradation; it cannot be classified as
an illness; we consider it to be a variation of the sexual
function, produced by a certain arrest of sexual develop-
ment. Many highly respectable individuals of ancient
and modern times have been homosexuals, several of
the greatest men among them. (Plato, Michelangelo,
Leonardo da Vinci, etc.) It is a great injustice to perse-
cute homosexuality as a crime-and a cruelty, too. If you
do not believe me, read the books of Havelock Ellis.

By asking me if | can help, you mean, | suppose, if | can
abolish homosexuality and make normal heterosexuality
take its place. The answer is, in a general way we cannot
promise to achieve it. In a certain number of cases we
succeed in developing the blighted germs of hetero-
sexual tendencies, which are present in every homo-
sexual, in the majority of cases it is no more possible. It
is a question of the quality and the age of the individual.
The result of treatment cannot be predicted.

What analysis can do for your son runs in a different
line. If he is unhappy, neurotic, torn by conflicts, inhib-
ited in his social life, analysis may bring him harmony,
peace of mind, full efficiency, whether he remains a
homosexual or gets changed.

If you make up your mind he should have analysis with
me - | don't expect you will - he had to come over to
Vienna. | have no intention of leaving here. However,
don't neglect to give me your answer. Sincerely yours
with kind wishes

Freud
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Nowadays, no-one is surprised by the popularity of
artistic works dealing with gay themes, as they have
long since moved from the margins into the main-
stream. Gay films have won prestigious prizes and
LGBT-themed books have become bestsellers (e.g.
the American films “Brokeback Mountain” and “Milk”,
which won Academy awards, and Alan Hollinghurst's
Booker Prize-winning “Line of Beauty”).

But it was a different story in 1956, when the Afri-
can-American author James Baldwin wrote “Giovanni'’s
Room” and was initially told by several publishers to
burn the manuscript.
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They gave this advice because, until 1956, James
Baldwin had written mainly about the problems of rac-
ism; he had built up a strong following among African-
American readers, so writing a book about homosexu-
als would arouse their discontent. The writer risked
it nonetheless, and, eventually, the move paid off. In
1999 The Publishing Triangle rated “Giovanni’s Room”
the second best LGBT-themed novel of all time.

James Baldwin, who had actively taken part in the
US civil rights movement for years, was forced to leave
the United States in 1948 and settle in France, where
he would live out most of the rest of his life.

He said the reason for his emigration was the un-
bearable pressure he had to contend with as an open
homosexual. The pressure was so great that even some
of civil rights leaders turned against him in spite of his
immeasurably important contribution to the move-
ment in the form of publications and artistic works.

At that time, people in the Soviet Union, knew only
of his antiracist efforts and the plays and novels he had
written about the topic of African-American rights. It
was only in early 1990s that “Giovanni’s Room” was
translated into Russian, which allowed Soviet readers
to learn the real reason for Baldwin’s leaving the USA.

Given his own biography, one might assume that
Baldwin deliberately chose a white man to be the main
character in “Giovanni’s Room” - in hopes that this
would somewhat soften the blow of criticism from his
African-American brethren. The book is the story of
a young American man, David, who constantly seeks
to stifle his own homosexual desires, as he was raised
with patriarchal views of manhood in the central USA.
But Davit cannot overcome his feelings when he meets
a young gay ltalian named Giovanni in France. At first
glance it seems nothing can get in the way of their
happiness, but David is hesitant, and tries to convince
himself that this “illness” is temporary; he even decides
to get married and abandon Giovanni, who, out of his
depression and grief, commits murder and is executed.
David, who narrates the novel, is well aware of his own
guilt in this tragic story, but it's too late.

Susan Stryker, who researched Baldwin's works,
points out that Baldwin had already left the USA for Eu-
rope before writing the novel and “felt that the effects
of racism in the United States would never allow him
to be seen simply as a writer, and he feared that being
tagged as gay would mean he couldn’t be a writer at
all” Stryker adds that the main character of the novel
is faced with a similar choice: he must decide between
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his American fiancée (and, consequently, the values of
“manhood”) and his European boyfriend and freedom.

David, not unlike Baldwin himself, feels alienated by
the culture that made him the way he is and that im-
poses its own clichés. Despite the fact that he has to
grapple with the gender roles and standards of sexual-
ity that prevailed in the USA and Europe at that time,
David ultimately surrenders to his father’s wishes for .
him, as his father embodies “manhood” in his eyes. He
does not acknowledge his homosexuality because he
fears losing his identity as a man.

In 1956, when “Giovanni’s Room” was first published,
critics’ reaction was less harsh than expected. This is
probably due to the fact that James Baldwin had accu-
mulated certain authority as a writer. But the full rec- I
ognition of the novel’s greatness came from the wide
circle of LGBT readers, where it became a cult favourite
immediately after it was published. Over the years the
book has not lost its relevance; it has been translated
into numerous languages and is recognized as one of
the first serious works of artistic prose on gay themes
in American literature.

Baldwin was gradually cut off from the Americans
he fought alongside in the battle for civil rights. At the
end of his life he was elected a member of France's Le-
gion of Honour.

Baldwin died in 1987. “Giovanni’s Room” was first
translated into Russian in 1991, causing a great uproar
in former Soviet countries - 37 years late, but still.

Shorena Dzneladze
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Sascha Baron Cohen has for several years now been
a symbol of political incorrectness in modern cinema.
“Borat”, which hit movie screens in 2006, outraged
many, but charmed many more. That film's authors
took home a handsome profit, and, with that, gained
the finances needed to shock the world with further
provocative works.

This is no exaggeration: Baron Cohen’s new film,
“Bruno”, has been banned in several countries not
widely considered to be conservative or “backward”
by Western standards (Ukraine, for example), to say
nothing about countries where practically everything
American is outlawed. These places did not bother
imposing a minimum age on moviegoers, they simply
banned the film from being shown altogether. One
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wonders what they were afraid of in Ukraine or what
film distributors in Georgia (where “Bruno” was shown)
were hoping for when they added the words “Hide
your men!” on posters advertising the movie.

“Bruno” did not cause particular uproar in Georgia.
The radical Orthodox-nationalist wing did not express
protest through media outlets, a fact which is at once
unusual and even unexpected. But we could get lost in
trying to explain the logic of this silence, so it's prob-
ably better to speak about the film itself.

“Bruno’s” appearance on the big screen elicited vary-
ing reactions in the world press. Most interestingly,
even members of the same group were split on the
film: some LGBT activists issued harsh accusations that
the film promotes stereotypical views of homosexuals
and further enhances the already strongly homopho-
bic moods of society. Yet other activists found “Bruno”
to be a true educational project which, through ex-
tremely exaggerating stereotypes and presenting
them in a clearly grotesque way, in fact seeks to over-
come homophobic notions.

Film critics were also divided. Some described “Bru-
no” as a step back from “Borat’, saying by returning to
the mockumentary format they enjoyed success with
once before, the film's authors are not offering any-
thing new. The abundance of sexually explicit scenes
in the movie also drew their criticism. Other critics,
meanwhile, thought “Bruno” was even better than its
predecessor and of greater artistic value.

Several prominent critics have drawn parallels be-
tween Baron Cohen and 1960s comic legend Lenny
Bruce, who similarly shocked audiences with his raw
and extremely grotesque treatment of social issues.
(Film lovers will no doubt remember Bob Fosse’s 1974
biopic “Lenny”, with Dustin Hoffman in the lead role).

No matter their opinion of the film, commentators can-
not avoid acknowledging that they at least laughed to
themselves, if not out loud, when they first saw “Bruno”.

Among the small number of Georgian moviegoers
who saw the film, however, many were not amused.
Some walked out of the theatre 15-20 minutes in,
shouting angrily at the screen, while some of those
who did stay to the end offered loud commentaries,
much to the consternation of those of us sincerely in-
terested in “Bruno”. It seems these people simply had
too much money to spend on movie tickets, otherwise
why would a person watch a film he finds nauseating
for 80 minutes? Or maybe there’s another explanation.
But we'll deal with that later.
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The abundance of sex scenes led to minimum age re-
strictions being imposed in all countries where “Bruno”
was shown. The lowest such limit was in Sweden - 11
years; in Norway it was 15 and in most other countries
(including Georgia) it was 17 or 18. In some places the
film was shown with minor edits.

Still, what was this film, which once again reminded
the world of the excellent comedian Sascha Baron Co-
hen’s existence, about? Bruno is a gay Austrian fash-
ion reporter whose only aspiration in life is to attain
popularity and become, as he says, the most famous
Austrian in world history after Hitler.

It is towards this end that Bruno heads to the Unit-
ed States, where he tries various methods to achieve
his goal. | would strongly recommend that people
who haven't seen this film do so, as “Bruno” is literally
packed with hilarious scenes, each one funnier than
the last, and there is no point in trying to sum them up
briefly. In a word, see this film and you will laugh until
you pass out.

But it is not quite that simple. | thought myself to
be pretty well prepared, but when | saw the film for
the first time, | spent the first 10-15 minutes sitting in
amazement and could not determine whether | was
supposed to laugh or get angry or have some other
reaction. Later, when the first wave of shock wore off,
| could no longer restrain myself and burst out laugh-
ing. In so doing | joined the ranks of activists and critics
who positively assessed the film.

The film will delight intellectuals who enjoy it when
political correctness is assailed. | truly cannot recall
another film, book or other form of art product that
made a mockery of so many “untouchable” themes in
such a frank and open manner. There are jokes about
everything: child exploitation, the sensitivities of Afri-
can- and Latin Americans, the West's peace-making ef-
forts in the Middle East, the “virtues” of fundamentalist
religiosity, etc.

But the central theme is the grotesquely exaggerat-
ed image of the homosexual, which would make even
the bravest and most liberal viewers bow their heads
and even blush. While the subject matter of “Bruno” is
nothing especially new - homosexuals have been fea-
tured in countless comedy shows and movies over the
years — anyone who has seen it will agree with me that
“Bruno’s” boldness exceeds all existing bounds and is
indeed an exceptional film.

The authors of the film cross all boundaries; no topic
is off limits to their humour and this is precisely what
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makes the picture so unique. It is not measured, care-
fully and cautiously thought out, gentle humour. This
total destruction of boundaries and moderation takes
on such a scale that the humour becomes something
else altogether.

For me this is a film that first and foremost exposes
hypocrisy. We all sometimes joke about various topics,
but in moderation and with restraint. “Bruno”, mean-
while, marks a return to the very roots of satire. As ba-
nal as this may sound, the film is a sharp social critique
which is simultaneously directed at more aspects of
modern social-political culture than can be counted.
“Bruno’s”authors manage to achieve this through their
own intimate knowledge of existing clichés and their
ability to manipulate them in an original manner. One
of the film's closing scenes will bear out this point:
Bruno is dressed in a macho-style, pretending to be a
homophobic wrestler gearing up for a cage match, but
suddenly he starts passionately kissing and caressing
his assistant against a musical backdrop of one of Ce-
line Dione’s nauseatingly sweet hits.

It is truly cathartic - in the classical sense of the word
- to watch the audience, which had shown up for a wild,
bloody spectacle, go crazy and see muscular “real” men
who just two minutes earlier were growling aggressively,
cry because of their own weakness. This scene reminded
me of the Georgian moviegoers who loudly shouted in
protest and cursed as the film was being shown but who
still did not walk out and watched until the end.

Of course it is doubtful that these people left the movie
any less homophobic than they were before, but “Bruno”
did manage to allow at least some of them to laugh heart-
ily and loudly, and without shame. Even this was an ac-
complishment, so thank you, Herr Bruno! The ability to
laugh out loud makes a lot of things easier, reduces
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tension and, in generally, liberates. Liberated people,
in turn, do not like boundaries and is precisely bound-
aries which the authors of “Bruno” so mercilessly de-
stroy.

And finally, the film was received quite warmly and
without incident in Bruno's “homeland”, Austria. The
Austrian press wrote that Austrians were not at all up-
set by the presentation of one of their fellow citizens
in such a light. One politician even jokingly thanked
Bruno for teaching Americans that there is a difference
between Austria and Australia.

This is in marked contrast to “Borat”, in which Baron
Cohen played a Kazakh journalist touring America.
That film was banned in Kazakhstan and declared an
insult to its people; Baron Cohen was declared persona
non grata in the country. It seems that Austrians are
better able to laugh at themselves. Maybe we should
follow suit. Laughing, especially laughing at oneself, is,
after all, very beneficial.

Dato Gabunia
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For special edition of Me magazine Me and My Monkey composed “With Me” to mark the third birthday of the magazine. Enclosed, our readers will find the CD
that contains the special track in addition to two other tracks from their aloum to be released.

ABOUT ME AND MY MONKEY

Me and My Monkey (MAMM) is indie-electronica duo from capital of Georgia Tbilisi, formed in 2007. Their debut single “It's Coming back” was released in 2008.
The band had many live performances in hometown and played in number of local and European festivals such as CRF festival, VAV festival, Rockwiese festival,
Altsdadt festival etc. band members are Sandro Chinchaladze - vocal, keyboard and Gacha Baqradze - guitar, synthesizer, FX. After releasing their second
single entitled “Feel Me Inside” MAMM started to work at their debut album “Starfucker” to be released soon.

contacts:

E-mail: meandmm@gmail.com

Web: myspace.com/MeAndmm

Free download of enclosed tracks is available at Inclusive Foundation website:
o9dgdab Rsdm@gatimgs dgandmosc gmboal 398-a339M©nws6:
www.inclusive-foundation.org/magazine/se/
ME AND MY MONKEY-s Sesaxeb
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back” 2008 Bgemb go8mqdgs. xamxob domamsgas 8ma33L 0darabdo
ao8sMorge sfoghm (3mibaee 3mbgmEL. RamBo 8mbobamgmdos
oggan@m(")ﬁ)os ©d 3360’)3‘3@ (:33[)@030@3630 (CRF, VAV, Rockwiese,
Altsdadt s bbgs). gamao mo BgzMabsash dgoggds —
babMm RobRamady (3mgomo, jmszadn) s goBs dodMady

(3056, 3msgada, FX). bogdom@m Lobgmolb dg8wga
%3088 Igmeg obgoi godmeydgs Labgmbmegdom
“Feel Me Inside”. MAMM-35> 393omds @asbmrs
3ofggm smdmdbg “Starfucker”, Gmgmogy gobemmgb

8mBsgardn godmgo.

®30B0b LogmMbGog@™ 0bxm@dszns:

ggadéﬁmﬁ‘gmn %mbéo: meandmm@gmail.com

3983396 @a:Lmyspace.com/MeAndmm

With Me
Music by Me and My Monkey
Lyrics based on To a Stranger (1860) by Walt Whit-
man
You do not know how longingly | look upon you;
It comes to me, as of a dream.
| have somewhere surely lived a life of joy with you.
Allis recalled as we flit by each other, fluid, affection-
ate and chaste;

These tracks are available at:
www.inclusive-foundation.org/magazine/se/

ME AND MY MONKEY
Special Edition For ME Magazine
1. It's Coming Back (acoustic)
2. Feel Me Inside
3. With Me

You grew up with me, were a boy, or a girl with me;

| ate with you, and slept with you--your body has become
not yours

PUBLISHED BY MATERIAL PUBLISHED ISSUE IS PREPARED BY:
Inclusive Foundation IN THE MAGAZINE IS COPYRIGHT

PRINTED in Cezanne Itd. PROTECTED AND NEEDS TO BE REFERENCED Eka Aghdgomelashvili
140, Tsereteli Ave. Tbilisi, Georgia MAGAZINE IS DISSEMINATED FREE OF CHARGE Paata Sabelashvili

Tel: 995 32 35 70 02 Ana Natsvlishvili
lika@cezanne-web.com Publication is financed by Nino Bekishvili

COC Netherlands and Giorgi Maisuradze
ELECTRONIC VERSION OF THE ISSUE IS Heirich Boell Foundation Shorena Dzneladze
AVAILABLE AT INCLUSIVE FOUNDATION Dato Gabunia
WEBSITE John Horan
www.inclusive-foundation.org ISSUE DESIGNED BY: printlock



7715127239004

N oy

ISSN 1512-2395

. g

:

S
g




